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1. RM 200-8, Obedience to Laws and Department Procedures, (A) Obedience to Laws, 
(B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives, RM 800-5, 

Deadly Force. 
2. Pre-Administrative Warnings - Officer Adam Gruler, Sergeant 

Lieutenant Scott Smith, Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow, Sergeant 
Officer Raul Rivas, Officer Andrew Bishop, Officer 
Timothy Stanley, Officer Michael Napolitano, Officer Ricardo Duenas 

3. Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Summary - Special Agent 

Alphonso Williams 
• 1 flash drive containing complete FDLE investigation 

• 1 flash drive containing pole camera video 
4. State Attorney Aramis D. Ayala Clearance Letters 
5. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Adam Gruler 
6. FDLE Interview - OPD Lieutenant Scott Smith 
7. FDLE Interview - OPD Sergeant 
8. FDLE Interview - OPD Detective Raul Rivas 
9. FDLE Interview - OPD Agent 
10. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Timothy Stanley 
11. FDLE Interview - OPD Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow 
12. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Ricardo Duenas 
13. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Andrew Bishop 
14. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Michael Napolitano 
15. FDLE Interview - OPD Sergeant 
16. FDLE Interview - OCSO Sergeant Fred Westerberg 
17. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Elio "Manny" Florin 
18. FDLE Interview - OPD Officer Ben Chisari 



19. FDLE Interview - OPD Agent 
20. FDLE Interview - OCSO Deputy Matthew W. Futch 
21. FDLE Interview - OCSO Deputy Gerald Cavis 
22. 1 CD containing Pulse Press Conference by Attorney Deborah Barra Video 
23. Letter from FBI Tampa ASAC Ronald J. Hopper 
24. OPD Interview - OPD Officer Adam Gruler 

• Administrative Waiver 
25. OPD Interview - OPD Lieutenant Scott Smith 

• Administrative Waiver 
26. OPD Interview- OPD Sergeant 

• Administrative Waiver 
27. OPD Interview - OPD Detective Raul Rivas 

• Administrative Waiver 
28. OPD Interview - OPD Agent 

• Administrative Waiver 
29. OPD Interview - OPD Officer Timothy Stanley 

• Administrative Waiver 
30. OPD Interview - OPD Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow 

• Administrative Waiver 
31. OPD Interview - OPD Officer Ricardo Duenas 

• Administrative Waiver 
A. OPD Interview - OPD Officer Andrew Bishop 

• Administrative Waiver 
B. OPD Interview -OPD Officer Michael Napolitano 
C. OPD Interview - OPD Sergeant 

• Administrative Waiver 
D. Discipline Histories & Commonly used terms 
E. OPD Interview - OPD Adam Gruler 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMENT REGULATION 
REGULATION 200 - PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

EFFECTIVE: 8/02/13 
DISTRIBUTION: ALL EMPLOYEES 
REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY: PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS DIVISION COMMANDER 
ACCREDITATION CHAPTERS: 2,7 
CHIEF OF POLICE: JOHNW.MINA 

200-1, STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 

Employees shall not engage in any conduct which constitutes neglect of duty, conduct unbecoming an officer or City 
employee, or any act that is likely to adversely affect the discipline, good order, or reputation of the Department. 

200-2, ASSISTANCE 

All members are required to take appropriate police action toward aiding a fellow peace officer exposed to danger or 
in a situation where danger might be impending. 

200-3, GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Within the City, members shall at all times take appropriate action to: 

a. Protect life and property. 
b. Preserve the peace. 
c. Prevent crime. 
d. Detect and arrest violators of the law. 
e. Enforce all federal, state, and local laws and ordinances coming within Departmental jurisdiction. 

200-4, DUTY RESPONSIBILITIES 

A. Performance 

Members shall, at all times, respond to the lawful orders of superior officers as well as calls for police assistance 
from citizens. The administrative delegation of the enforcement of certain laws and ordinances to particular units 
of the Department does not relieve members of other units from the responsibility of taking prompt, effective 
police action within the scope of those laws and ordinances when the occasion so requires. Members assigned 
to special duties are not relieved from taking proper action outside the scope of their specialized assignment 
when necessary. All members shall perform their duties as required or directed by law, Departmental rule, policy 
or order, or by order of a superior officer, including any order of a superior officer relayed to the member by 
another member. 

B. Assignments 

When an employee is assigned to any area, whether it be a district, post, beat, stakeout, or any other place, it 
shall be that employee's responsibility to remain within his assigned area unless he is granted permission to 
leave that area by competent authority. If time is of the essence and competent authority to leave an assigned 
area is not secured, the employee shall be responsible for justifying his or her action. 

Employees in doubt as to the nature or detail of their assignment shall seek such information from their 
supervisors by going through the chain of command. 



200-5, SUBSTANDARD PERFORMANCE 

A. Incompetence 
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An employee will be determined to be incompetent in his job performance when the employee has shown an 
inability to meet reasonable measures of job performance or to maintain established standards of efficiency. 
Depending upon the circumstances, the Department will undertake appropriate action including counseling, 
retraining, transfer, demotion, or discharge of such employee. 

B. Carelessness 

An employee may be determined to have impaired or jeopardized the proper and efficient operation of the 
Department due to his or her carelessness or by the employee's negligent job performance under this provision 
where he or she acts or fails to act: either in a deliberate or willful manner that reflects a reckless or wanton 
disregard for life, safety, or property; or in a manner contrary to acceptable standards of performance; or that 
results or could have resulted in injury, danger, or damage to others or to their property. 

Furthermore, repeated incidents of minor carelessness or a pattern of errors, neglect and/or inattentiveness to 
job performance are of equally serious nature and will not be tolerated. 

Each case of carelessness or neglect will be evaluated and considered on its merits and will result in appropriate 
administrative or disciplinary action up to and including discharge of the employee. 

200-6, INSUBORDINATION 

Any employee who deliberately refuses or fails to obey any lawful order given by a superior officer/supervisor or who 
engages in mutinous conduct such as showing gross and direct disrespect to a superior officer/supervisor shall be 
guilty of insubordination and in violation of this regulation and may be released from duty as outlined in the Civil 
Service Code and City Policy and Procedures Manual. 

200-7, KNOWLEDGE OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

Every member is required to establish and maintain a working knowledge of laws and ordinances in force in the City. 
Every employee is required to establish and maintain a working knowledge of rules and policies of the Department, 
and orders of the Department, and divisions thereof. In the event of improper action or breach of discipline, it will be 
presumed that the employee was familiar with the law (members only), rule, or policy in question. 

200-8, OBEDIENCE TO LAWS AND DEPARTMENT PROCEDURES 

A. Obedience to Laws 

Employees shall observe and obey federal and state laws; county and municipal ordinances. 

B. Obedience to Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives 

Employees shall observe and obey Department policies and procedures and all other written directives. 

C. Compliance with Operational Manuals 

Employees assigned to specialized units that are governed by operational manuals shall adhere to procedures 
and policies contained in the manuals. 
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200-9, REPORTING VIOLATIONS OF LAWS, ORDINANCES, RULES OR ORDERS 
BY EMPLOYEES 

Employees knowing of other employees violating laws, ordinances, or rules of the Department, or disobeying orders, 
shall report same in writing to the Chief of Police through official channels. The notification shall be no later than the 
end of the reporting employee's current tour of duty. If the reporting employee is on a regular day off, he or she shall 
report the violafon no later than the end of his or her next official tour of duty. If the reporting employee is in any 
other status, for example, vacation, suspension, etc., he or she shall contact any supervisor, manager, or Internal 
Affairs as soon as possible. 

200-10, CONDUCT TOWARD SUPERIOR AND SUBORDINATE OFFICERS 

Employees shall treat superior officers/supervisors; subordinates, and associates with respect. They shall be 
courteous and civil at all times in their relationship with one another. When in the presence of other employees or the 
public, officers shall be referred to by rank. Employees are required to fully and directly answer all questions asked 
by superior officers related to their employment with the City of Orlando. 

200-11, CRITICISM 

Employees shall not criticize or ridicule publicly the Department, its policies, or employees either verbally, in writing, 
or in any other manner, where such expression: 

a. Is defamatory; 
b. Is obscene; 
c. Is unlawful; 
d. Is made with reckless disregard for truth or falsity and impairs the operation of the Department by interfering 

with its efficiency; 
e. Is made with reckless disregard for truth or falsity and interferes with the ability of supervisors to maintain 

discipline. 

200-12, MANNER OF ISSUING ORDERS 

Orders from superior to subordinate shall be in clear, understandable language, civil in tone, and issued in pursuit of 
Department business. 

200-13, OBEDIENCE TO UNLAWFUL ORDERS 

No employee is required to obey any order that is contrary to local, federal, or state law. Responsibility for refusal to 
obey rests with the employee. He shall be strictly required to justify his or her action. 

Employees are reminded that the Chief of Police may impose regulations in reference to the conduct of police duties 
(i.e., deadly force, high speed pursuit) that are more restrictive than the laws while not in conflict with such laws. 

200-14, OBEDIENCE TO UNJUST OR IMPROPER ORDERS 

Employees who are given orders they feel to be unjust or contrary to rules and regulations must first obey the order 
to the best of their ability and then may proceed to appeal as provided below. 



200-15, CONFLICTING ORDERS 
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Upon receipt of an order conflicting with any previous order or instruction, the employee affected will advise the 
person issuing the second order of this fact. Responsibility for countermanding the original instruction then rests with 
the individual issuing the second order. If so directed, the latter command shall be obeyed first. 

Orders will be countermanded or conflicting orders will be issued only when reasonably necessary for the good of the 
Department. 

200-16, REPORTS AND APPEAL - UNLAWFUL, UNJUST, IMPROPER ORDERS 

An employee receiving an unlawful, unjust, or improper order shall, at first opportunity, report in writing to the Chief of 
Police through official channels. This report shall contain the facts of the incident and the action taken. Appeals for 
relief from such orders may be made at the same time. The Chief of Police shall be notified via the chain of command 
of any extra-Departmental action regarding any appeal. 

200-17, GIFTS, GRATUITIES, FEES, LOANS, ETC.; SOLICITING 

Employees shall not, vnder any circumstances, solicit any gift, gratuity, loan, or fee where there is any direct or 
indirect connection between such solicitation and their Departmental membership or employment. Nothing herein 
shall prohibit an employee from listing their employment status on a bona fide credit or loan application form with any 
properly licensed concern. 

200-18, ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS, GRATUITIES, FEES, AND LOANS 

Except as provided above, employees shall not accept, either directly or indirectly, any gift, gratuity, loan, fee, or 
other thing of value arising from or offered because of Departmental employment or any activity connected with said 
employment unless requested via the employee's chain of command and authorized by the Chief of Police. 
Employees shall not accept any gift, gratuity, loan, fee, or other thing of value when such acceptance tends to 
influence, directly or indirectly, the actions of said employee or any other employee in any matter of police business 
or that might tend to cast an adverse reflection on the Department. 

200-19, GIFTS FROM CERTAIN CLASSES OF CITIZENS 

Members of the Department shall not accept under any circumstances, directly or indirectly, any gift, present, or 
gratuity from any person, firm, group of persons, or relatives, friends or employees of such persons, who may be 
engaged in, or in any way interested in, the operation of a tavern, saloon, or any establishment, primarily engaged in 
the sale of alcoholic beverages; or from any gambler, person of bad character or ill repute; or any professional 
bondsman; or any friend, relative or employee of such aforementioned persons. 

200-20, REWARDS 

Employees shall not accept any gift, gratuity, or reward in money or other consideration for services rendered in the 
line of duty to the community or to any person, business or agency except lawful salary and that authorized by these 
regulations and law. 

Before accepting any reward or remuneration for services an employee must receive written approval from the Chief 
of Police. 
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The immediate supervisor of the requesting employee is responsible for investigating the legitimacy of the claim and 
endorsin the re uest to the Chief of Police. 

200-21, DISPOSITION OF UNAUTHORIZED GIFTS, GRATUITIES, ETC. 

Any unauthorized gift, gratuity, loan, fee, or other thing falling into any of these categories coming into the possession 
of any employee shall be forwarded to the office of the Chief of Police together with a written report explaining the 
circumstances connected therewith. 

200-22, FREE ADMISSION AND PASSES 

Employees shall not solicit free admission to theaters or other places of amusement for themselves or others except 
in the line of duty. 

200-23, ASSOCIATING WITH CRIMINALS AND UNSAVORY CHARACTERS 
PROHIBITED 

Employees shall not associate with any person known to be of unsavory character, a person who is generally known 
to be of bad repute, prisoner, convicted felon or habitual convicted misdemeanant, or generally known associate of 
convicted felon or habitual convicted misdemeanant except as specifically required as a matter of police duty, or 
where unavoidable due to family relationships. 

200-24, SEXUAL OR RACIAL HARASSMENT 

Employees shall not engage in conduct, whether physical or verbal, that constitutes either sexual or racial 
harassment of any other employee of the Department. 

200-25, CODE OF ETHICS 

All sworn and civilian employees shall abide by the code of ethics of which the City and agency have adopted. The 
Ethics Manual can be found at http://cityintra/employee.asp, under the Reference section. 

RM-200 
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ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURE 
1128.14, RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE AND APPREHENSION TECHNIQUES 

EFFECTIVE: 11/11/16 
RESCINDS: 1128.13, WD 16-01, WD 16-09 
DISTRIBUTION: ALL EMPLOYEES 
REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY: TRAINING/ACCREDITATION AND INSPECTIONS SECTION COMMANDER 
ACCREDITATION CHAPTERS: 4, 10, 14, 21, 31 
CHIEF OF POLICE: JOHNW. MINA 

CONTENTS: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

POLICY: 

DEFINITIONS 
RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE 
DEADLY FORCE 
RESTRAINING TOOLS 
WEAPONS 
MAINTAINING PROFICIENCY 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The primary duty of all employees of the Orlando Police Department is to preserve human life. Only the amount of 
force necessary to protect life or to affect an arrest should be used by an employee, who should do so consistent with 
the US Constitution, state and federal laws, and Department policy, and use only the degree of force necessary to 
affect lawful objectives. Excessive force will not be tolerated. 

PROCEDURES: 

1. DEFINITIONS 

Active Resistance: The subject's actions are intended to facilitate an escape or prevent an arrest. The action is not 
likely to cause injury. 

Aggressive Resistance: The subject has battered or is about to batter a person/employee and the subject's action is 
likely to cause injury. 

Approved Weapons and Equipment: Any Department-issued weapons or equipment or personally-owned weapons 
or equipment approved by the appropriate Departmental authority. 

Area Treatment: The delivery of a chemical agent to an area, directly or indirectly, to cause people to leave the area 
or deny access to an area. This delivery method does not include delivery directed at a specific subject. 

Deadly Force: Any action, by a subject or an employee, that is likely to cause death or great bodily harm. 

Deadly Force Resistance: The subject's actions are likely to cause imminent danger of death or great bodily harm to 
the employee or another person. 

Direct Application: The delivery of a chemical agent to a specific person or persons to modify their behavior. 

Employee: Any employee of the City of Orlando Police Department (sworn/non-sworn) who has been trained by the 
Department with any approved weapon or equipment, is authorized to carry such approved weapon or equipment, 
and is authorized to use force subject to this policy. 

Force: As it relates to this policy, the tactics and/or techniques utilized by an employee to control or regain control of 
a subject, in self-defense, in the defense of others, to counter resistance by a subject, or when objectively 
reasonable. 
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Forcible Felony: Murder, armed robbery, armed sexual battery, arson or use of explosive devices to a structure 
occupied or presumed to be occupied, kidnapping, burglary armed with a firearm, and any felony that involves the 
threat of or the use of deadly force against an individual. 

Great Bodily Harm: Permanent disfigurement, serious bodily injury, or death. 

Hard Control: The employee applies techniques that could result in greater injury to the subject should the subject 
resist their application by the employee. 

Imminent Danger: Imminent threat of great bodily harm. 

Intensified Techniques: Those techniques necessary to overcome the actions of the subject, short of deadly force. If 
the subject resists or continues to resist these techniques, there is a strong probability of injury being incurred by the 
subject. 

Member: Any duly-appointed police officer in the Department. 

Objective Reasonableness: The constitutional standard for using any force based upon the totality of circumstances 
(from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene) known to or considered by the employee at the moment 
force is used. 

Passive Resistance: The subject fails to obey verbal direction, preventing the employee from taking lawful action. 

Soft Control: The employee applies techniques that have a minimal potential for injury to the subject should the 
subject resist the technique. 

The "Response to Resistance Continuum" (Appendix A): A training guide to assist employees in determining the 
force that may be objectively reasonable. It takes into consideration the resistance that may be encountered, 
responsive techniques, and other factors or special circumstances. 

Totality of Circumstances: The various factors known to or considered by an employee at the time law enforcement 
action was taken. 

2. RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE 

An employee who must respond to resistance by using some form of force shall use objective reasonableness in 
determining the amount of force to use to effectively control the subject(s) during a lawful seizure or arrest. Objective 
reasonableness is based upon the totality of circumstances known to or considered by the employee at the moment 
force was used and may include, but is not limited to, severity of crime; whether the subject is an immediate threat to 
the safety of the employee or any individual; whether the subject is resisting arrest or attempting to evade arrest by 
flight; the number of subjects and employees involved; the size, age, and condition of employees and subjects; the 
duration of the police action; injury; known violent history of any subject; known or suspected use of intoxicants by 
subject; known or apparent mental or psychological condition(s); environmental factors; and any other factor or 
circumstances that may be relevant to the response to resistance that is known to or considered by the employee at 
the time such force is applied (refer to Appendix A "Response to Resistance Continuum"). 

Though many employees may be at the scene of an incident where force is being used, some employees may not be 
directly involved in taking police action. As employees, there is an obligation to protect the public and other 
employees. Therefore. it shall be the duty of every employee present at any scene where force is being applied. to 
either stop or attempt to stop another employee when force is inappropriately used and/or no longer required. 
Officers who witness inappropriate or excessive force have a duty to report violations immediately to a supervisor or 
Internal Affairs. 
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The "Response to Resistance Continuum Guideline" provides a training guide to assist employees in determining 
their response to meet the resistance encountered by a subject. This "Response to Resistance Continuum" is a 
guideline only; every response to resistance is unique to its own circumstances. The Continuum Guideline shall not 
limit the employee's response or permit greater response than objectively reasonable under the totality of 
circumstances. 

All non-sworn employees who must use some form of force shall do so for self-defense purposes only. The non
sworn employee(s) shall immediately call for additional members and shall not attempt to affect an arrest. When 
possible, the non-sworn employee will leave the area and allow responding members to affect the arrest. 

The employee must monitor the affected subject for breathing irregularities and level of consciousness. The 
employee must call OFD if there is any sign or reason to believe that a subject's condition is deteriorating, and will 
provide aid until relieved by medical authorities. In the event that multiple employees used force on a subject, then 
one employee shall be designated to monitor the subject until medical personnel arrive. 

3. DEADLY FORCE 

An employee is justified in the use of deadly force only when he or she reasonably believes such force is necessary 
to prevent imminent danger of death or great bodily harm to the employee or any individual; or when the employee 
has probable cause to believe a subject is committing or has committed a forcible felony (as outlined in this directive) 
and the subject's actions, to include escape, pose imminent danger to any individual if apprehension is delayed. 

Deadly force shall not be used when there is a likelihood of serious injury being inflicted upon persons other than the 
individual against whom the member is authorized to use deadly force. The safeguarding of other human lives shall 
outweigh all other considerations. 

Any employee whose actions result in death or serious bodily injury to another person will be temporarily relieved 
from duty until a preliminary administrative review is conducted. Upon clearance from EAP, the employee's division 
commander may grant additional time off in a relief of duty status for reasons related to the death or serious bodily 
injury of another person caused by the employee. Refer to the current issue of P&P 1604, Discipline, and the current 
issue of P&P 1617, Relief of Duty, Alternative Duty, and Limited Duty, for additional information. 

4. RESTRAINING TOOLS 

Only restraining tools meeting Agency approval are to be used in the performance of an employee's duty (both on 
and oft duty). Subjects shall be restrained in a manner so as not to injure themselves or any individual. 

4.1 HANDCUFFS 
Members responsible for the custody and safe handling and transporting of subjects are strongly urged to utilize their 
Department-issued handcuffs as a primary restraining device. Subjects should be handcuffed to ensure the security 
of and prevent injury to the subject. The handcuffs should be double-locked, behind the subject's back. Consideration 
may be given to a subject's age, physical condition or disability, and mental capacity with regard to the decision to 
utilize handcuffs. In the event the decision is made not to handcuff a subject, another member should be assigned to 
assist in transporting the subject to the final destination. 

When dealing with handcuffed detainees/prisoners, prudence and discretion should be used in deciding to use 
elevated levels of force. This may be in the form of any of the taught hard-control techniques in response to active 
resistance by the detainee/arrestee. Physical response to resistance from a handcuffed detainee/arrestee 
should be reserved for extreme situations and circumstances where injury to the officer, innocent party, or the 
detainee/arrestee is prevented or minimized by taking the prescribed action. When this action is taken, it must 
provide specific reasons that delineate that the action was necessary. As in all cases, officers should be as detailed 
as possible as to the facts of the case, noting comments, resistive actions, and known experiences that provide 
insight into the decision-making process to take action. In this manner, the officer and the Department are offered a 
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level of protection in carrying out the law enforcement function. Members shall maintain physical control over any 
handcuffed subject to ensure the safety of the subject and other individuals, including the member. Non-compliance 
of a handcuffed subject shall be handled in a manner that is objectively reasonable under the circumstances. 

Subjects may only be handcuffed to a fixed object designed for temporary restraint when it is necessary to protect 
any individual from harm or in completion of the member's duties (i.e., booking procedures, medical). 

4.2 FLEXCUFFS 
Members may use flexcuffs in lieu of handcuffs when appropriate. Subjects should be flexcuffed in such a manner as 
to ensure the security of and prevent injury to the subject. Flexcuffs shall be removed using flexcuff cutters, which are 
available in the Quartermaster Unit, CID, patrol cars, and the Patrol off-going squad room. In cases of emergency 
only, flexcuffs may be removed with other cutting instruments. When using other cutting instruments, extra care 
should be given to removal of the flexcuffs to ensure that injury does not occur to the subject during the removal 
process. 

4.3 RIPP-HOBBLE 
Members may use a Ripp-Hobble as an additional restraining tool. Most often the Ripp-Hobble will be utilized in 
applying a four-point restraint. Subjects should be Ripp-Hobbled in such a manner as to ensure security of and 
prevent injury to the subject. Ripp-Hobbles are available in patrol vehicles for members' use. 

4.4 FOUR-POINT RESTRAINT 
When a subject resists and creates an imminent danger to the subject, member, or any individual, members may 
utilize a four-point restraint. A four-point restraint is the securing of the subject's feet to his or her hands from the rear, 
using handcuffs, flexcuff, and/or a Ripp-Hobble. 

When it is necessary to utilize a four-point restraint on a subject, members shall not "cinch" down the handcuffs, 
flexcuffs, or Ripp-Hobble. The feet should not be brought past a 90-degree angle to the body. This ensures the safest 
method of utilizing this restraint technique. 

Two members should transport a four-point-restrained subject for member and subject safety, whenever possible. 
The member shall monitor the subject at all times while in a four-point restraint. 

5. WEAPONS 

Only weapons (lethal and non-lethal) and ammunition meeting Agency approval are to be used in the performance of 
an employee's duty (both on and off duty). Employees are restricted from carrying any weapon (lethal and non-lethal) 
for which they have not proven proficiency. A record on each approved firearm, Department or personally owned, will 
be maintained by the Training Unit. Furthermore, Department employees shall not carry any weapons (lethal or non
lethal) that have not been authorized, reviewed, inspected, and approved by proper authority. The Department 
Range Master will review, inspect and approve all firearms. If a Department firearm is deemed unsafe by the Range 
Master, he or she will ensure that the firearm is repaired or properly disposed/destroyed. The Department Range 
Master will maintain a list of all approved firearms and ammunition (both on and off duty). A record on each approved 
firearm, Department or personally owned, will be maintained by the Training Unit. All employees who carry weapons 
will be issued copies of, and be instructed on, the Agency's Response to Resistance policy before they are assigned 
and authorized to carry the weapon. A list of approved non-lethal weapons may be obtained from the Training 
Section commander. Supervisors will inspect and document, on a yearly basis, the condition of all non-lethal 
weapons carried by their employees and ensure that expiration dates are not exceeded. Each employee should also 
ensure that the expiration dates of their non-lethal weapons are not exceeded. NOTE: A common pocket knife is not 
considered a weapon for purposes of this policy. 

5.1 CHEMICAL AGENTS 
Department-issued chemical agents may be used when necessary to stop passive or greater resistance. The 
purpose of the chemical agent is to minimize the potential threat of resistance by the subject. Chemical agents will 
cause burning and tearing of the eyes, heavy discharge from the nose, difficulty in breathing, disorientation, panic, 
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and uncontrollable sneezing. The effects of the chemical agent alone does not classify as an injury. The appropriate 
use of a chemical agent without injury and when spray is the sole tactic used will require an incident report and/or 
charging affidavit and completion of a Response to Resistance SHIELD report. 

Chemical agents should only be used in a direct application in those situations in which an arrest is likely. If an arrest 
is not made, the watch commander shall be notified as soon as possible and an Incident Report shall be completed 
concerning the incident. 

Authorized employees will be trained in the use of chemical agents prior to its issuance. The Training Section will be 
required to maintain proficiency training records. 

All employees in uniform authorized to carry an approved chemical agent shall carry that agent while performing on
duty or extra-duty work assignments. Members who wear plain clothes and members in limited-duty status shall carry 
their approved chemical agent, concealed, while performing their assigned duties. Members may carry their chemical 
agent in an off-duty status. Non-sworn employees shall not carry their chemical agent in an off-duty status. 

5.1.1 CLEAR OUT 
"Clear Out" is a non-lethal, non-flame-creating chemical irritant that is contained in an aerosol canister and has the 
same effects as chemical agents. Clear Out is designed to force a subject from a confined area or to disperse large 
crowds. It is to be used when verbal methods of persuasion have failed and there is an anticipated danger to 
members if Clear Out is not used to extract the person(s). The authorization to use Clear Out shall be given by a 
watch commander, incident commander, or higher authority. 

The decision to use Clear Out may be based on the physical sighting of a subject in a structure, on eyewitness 
statements to the fact that a subject was sighted in the structure, or any other information that establishes a high 
degree of likelihood that a subject is inside, e.g., Sonitrol. The subject must be offered an exit, not "locked" in a 
structure. It may be necessary to utilize two or more cans in a structure. Allow sufficient time (at least five minutes) 
for the gas to expand throughout the structure. If the subject has not exited the structure, the watch commander will 
determine how to secure the structure. 

Clear Out may also be used in accordance to P&P 1302, Civil Disturbances. 

5.1.2 PYROTECHNIC GRENADES 
A pyrotechnic grenade is a device that releases a chemical agent into the atmosphere through the burning of a 
chemical compound. The types of chemical agents available are smoke (HC) and CS (Orthochloro
benzalmalononitrile). The grenade burns at 750-800 degrees Fahrenheit and is specially designed for outdoor use in 
crowd control situations only. Pyrotechnic grenades shall not be deployed onto rooftops, into crawl spaces, or indoors 
due to its fire-producing capability. The grenades shall be used primarily for the purpose of dispersing illegally
assembled crowds or to protect lives and property when the circumstances indicate that the use of these chemical or 
pyrotechnic agents are the most effective manner of accomplishing the objective. Smoke grenades may be used to 
determine wind direction, as a carrier agent for CS munitions, or to conceal the movements of mobile field force 
personnel. 

The use of pyrotechnic grenades will only be done with the authorization of the incident commander, watch 
commander, or higher authority. The incident or watch commander will establish the protocol or parameters in 
advance concerning the extraordinary use of chemical agents in accordance with a Level 1 Mobile Field Force event 
in the Department's current issue of P&P 1302, Civil Disturbances. 

Only those members who have completed the Department-approved training will be permitted to deploy pyrotechnic 
grenades. The incident or watch commander should have Communications check all channels for any on-duty ERT 
Chemical Team grenadier(s) to respond since they have specialized training and may have a variety of chemical 
munitions readily available. 
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Chemical munitions packs are located in the Quartermaster vault at OPH and SECPO. These packs must be signed 
out with the approval of the watch commander. The Patrol Services Bureau commander or designee will be 
responsible for chemical munitions packs. 

5.2 ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICES (ECD) 
An ECD is an electronic device that transmits electrical impulses to override the central nervous system that controls 
the skeletal muscles. It is designed to incapacitate a target from a distance without causing death or permanent 
injury. The TASER is the electronic control device approved by the Department. 

Members may not carry a TASER unless it has first been reviewed, inspected, and approved by the Department's 
lead TASER instructor. Members shall complete the Department's training course and demonstrate proficiency prior 
to carrying the TASER. Members may carry their assigned TASER while off duty. While off duty, the TASER must be 
concealed and carried in an approved holster. Non-sworn employees are not authorized to carry the TASER. 

The TASER is a less-lethal weapon and is not intended to replace the firearm as the primary tool used when there is 
a potential for the use of deadly force. The purpose of using the TASER is to stop active resistance or as objectively 
reasonable under the circumstances. The TASER probes shall not be intentionally aimed at a person's head, neck, 
chest (above the nipples), or groin unless intensified techniques or deadly force is warranted. The TASER "drive 
stun" technique is approved in all areas except the head, neck and groin as hard control for active resistance. The 
TASER shall not be used on a subject who is holding illegal drugs in his/her mouth when the sole method of their 
resistance is the refusal to spit the illegal drugs out of their mouth. The TASER shall not be used on subjects 
operating bicycles or motor vehicles except in cases of aggressive resistance. 

In cases where a subject is struck with a probe in the face, throat, groin, female breast, or male nipple area, OFD 
must respond to the scene to treat the injury. However, OFD will not be responsible for removing probes. The 
subject, when struck in any of these areas, must be transported to a hospital for probe removal. Only members 
certified to use a TASER are authorized to remove probes that have struck the subject in any area other than those 
listed above. TASER probes should be removed as soon as the member determines the potential for further 
resistance has subsided. Since the TASER probes are a biohazard, they must be treated as such. Consequently, 
latex gloves must be used when removing TASER probes. The probes must be packaged as evidence in accordance 
with the current issue of P&P 1301, Significant Exposure and Control Plan. 

Digital photographs will be taken of the location where the TASER probes struck the body. Employees taking 
photographs of subjects must do so out of public view if the probes strike private areas of the subject's body. 

The air cartridge number used will be entered on the Response to Resistance SHIELD report in the appropriate block 
and the spent air cartridge will be submitted into evidence. Managers approving replacement cartridges must ensure 
that the circumstances surrounding the discharging of a TASER are properly documented. Replacement air 
cartridges, for used or damaged air cartridges, will be issued by the Quartermaster Unit with a requisition signed by a 
member with the rank of Lieutenant or above. 

No changes, alterations, modifications, or substitutions shall be made to the TASER. An authorized vendor shall 
make all repairs to the TASER. Any TASER that is not functioning properly shall be deadlined in the Quartermaster 
Unit. 

The Training Section will be responsible for tracking TASER data port information annually during Block Training. In 
the event of a questionable discharge, or one that leads to serious injury or death, the TASER's data port information 
will be downloaded as soon as possible. 

In the event of an accidental discharge where there are no reported injuries, a Response to Resistance SHIELD 
report will not be needed; however, a supervisor must be notified of an accidental discharge and ensure that the 
Incident Report is completed. The spent air cartridge will be placed into Property and Evidence. The supervisor will 
forward a copy of the Incident Report to the Internal Affairs Unit where it will be retained on file. 
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5.3 IMPACT WEAPONS 
5.3.1 BATON 
The baton is the primary police impact weapon. Members shall complete the Department's training course and 
demonstrate proficiency prior to carrying the baton. The Department-approved baton shall be carried by members on 
their person while in uniform. Members in plain clothes may carry their batons concealed when working on duty, 
extra-duty, or when off duty. 

The purpose of using the baton is to stop active resistance or as objectively reasonable under the circumstances. 
Using the baton to target the shaded areas (Appendix B) below the shoulders shall be in response to aggressive 
resistance or deadly force. Using the baton to target the head or neck shall be in response to deadly force resistance 
only. 

The flashlight is designed to be used as an illumination device. Its use as a defensive impact instrument shall be 
prohibited except in cases of aggressive resistance when the baton is not practical. If the flashlight is used as an 
impact instrument, the same techniques set forth in this policy with respect to the use of the baton shall apply. 

5.3.2 SAGE SL6 
The SAGE SL6 is a secondary police impact weapon. Only members who have completed the Department-approved 
SAGE SL6 training class and demonstrated proficiency may utilize this weapon. Members trained/certified to carry 
and deploy the SAGE SL6 shall inspect their designated weapon prior to each tour of duty. SAGE SL6 shall not be 
used or carried in an off-duty status. 

The purpose of using the SAGE SL6 is to stop active resistance or as objectively reasonable under the 
circumstances. Using the SAGE SL6 to target the shaded areas (Appendix B) below the shoulders shall be in 
response to aggressive resistance or deadly force. Using the SAGE SL6 to target the head or neck shall be in 
response to deadly force resistance only. 

The SAGE SL6 may also be used in situations where the baton or other control techniques are impractical or unsafe. 
When practical, every effort will be made by members deploying the SAGE SL6 to inform other employees prior to 
firing. 

The use of SAGE SL6 is authorized against animals that pose a threat to public or employee safety. 

5.4 FIREARMS 
Members of the Department may discharge an approved firearm only under the following circumstances: 

a. When the member reasonably believes the subject poses imminent danger of death or great bodily harm to 
an employee or any individual. 

b. When the member has probable cause to believe a subject is committing or has committed a forcible felony 
(as outlined in this directive) and the subject's actions, to include escape, pose imminent danger of death or 
great bodily harm if apprehension is delayed. 

c. For firearm practice at an approved gun range. 
d. For the purposes of test firing. 
e. To give an alarm or to call for assistance, for an important purpose when no other means is possible and the 

round may be fired safely into the ground. 
f. To kill a dangerous animal or one that humane consideration requires release from further suffering, when 

no other means of disposition is available. 
g. For the purpose of this section, a moving vehicle alone does not constitute a threat that justifies a member's 

use of deadly or potentially deadly force, particularly if the sole objective of the driver is to evade capture. 
Members are prohibited from discharging their firearms at a moving vehicle unless a person in the vehicle 
is immediately threatening the officer or another person with deadly force by means other than the vehicle. 

A member shall not intentionally position himself/herself in the path of a moving vehicle, or approach in the 
vehicle's potential path of escape, either front or rear, creating circumstances where the use of deadly force 
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is the probable outcome. A member in the path of an approaching vehicle will attempt to move to a position 
of safety rather than discharging a firearm at the vehicle or any occupants of the vehicle. The prohibitions 
regarding moving vehicles exist for the following reasons: 
• Moving to cover to gain and maintain a superior tactical advantage maximizes officer safety; 
• Bullets fired at moving vehicles are extremely unlikely to disable or stop a moving vehicle; and 
• Disabling the driver of a moving vehicle creates unpredictable circumstances that may cause the 

vehicle to crash and injure other members or innocent citizens. 

Members should always use extreme caution when attempting to apprehend the occupants of any vehicle 
and be cognizant of all other available options including tire deflation devices, dynamic vehicle takedowns 
(only by those members who are trained and authorized), GPS launcher (StarChase), and investigative 
resources. 

It is understood that this policy may not cover every situation that may arise. Shooting at moving vehicles is 
highly discouraged and must be the only objectively reasonable and necessary option under the 
circumstances. If a member shoots at a moving vehicle, their actions will be examined rigorously on a case
by-case basis and subjected to strict scrutiny. 

h. Members may not use deadly force to apprehend escapees or other wanted individuals based solely on the 
individual's original charges or convictions. 

5.4.1 PROHIBITIONS 
The following practices are strictly forbidden: 

a. Firing into or over the heads of crowds. 
b. Firing warning shots. 
c. Firing into buildings, enclosures, or through doors when a subject is not visible. 
d. Firing at a moving vehicle solely to disable the vehicle unless authorized by a commander. 
e. Cocking the hammer of a weapon except to improve aim immediately prior to firing. 

5.4.2 HANDGUNS 
The Department-approved handgun may be utilized when a member perceives imminent danger to the member or 
any individual. 

When the handgun is outside the holster in a tactical situation, the weapon shall be pointed down at a 45-degree 
angle (ready gun position) or indexed down with the muzzle pointed in a safe direction; trigger finger outside the 
trigger guard, until there is a need to fire or the member is at risk. 

5.4.3 SHOULDER-FIRED WEAPONS (SHOTGUNS, AR-15s, MP-5s and others) 
Shoulder-fired weapons are to be considered supplemental weapons and may be utilized in those situations where 
the trained/certified members deem such use necessary and prudent. 

Some factors to be considered when deciding on the use or deployment of shoulder-fired weapons are: 

a. Whether deadly force is appropriate in the situation. 
b. Shoulder-fired weapons are, by design, more accurate than the handgun. 
c. Most shoulder-fired weapons have lights mounted on them for use in low-light areas. 
d. The probability of hitting an intended target is much higher when using a shoulder-fired weapon. 

Some factors that might make carrying a shoulder-fired weapon impractical are: 

a. Foot pursuits. 
b. Close quarters where maneuvering with the weapon is a disadvantage. 
c. Climbing over obstacles where controlling the weapon may prove difficult. 
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Shotguns and AR-15 rifles shall not be placed in the vehicle weapon rack with a round in the chamber. 

Only members who have completed Department-approved shoulder-fired weapon training classes and demonstrated 
proficiency may utilize these weapons. Members trained/certified to carry and deploy the shoulder-fired weapons 
shall inspect their designated weapons prior to each tour of duty. Shoulder-fired weapons shall not be used or carried 
in an off-duty status. 

5.5 TIRE DEFLATION DEVICES 
Tire deflation devices such as Stop Sticks, Piranha, Terminator, Barracuda and Road Spike are devices comparable 
to a Hard Control response to Active Resistance on the Response to Resistance Continuum. 

5.5.1 STOP STICKS 
The deployment of Stop Sticks will be based on the following: 

a. Felony vehicles - the decision to deploy Stop Sticks will be at the discretion of any member who can safely 
deploy the device, excluding the sole charge of felony "Fleeing and Eluding." 

b. Misdemeanor vehicles - Stop Stick deployment requires the approval of a supervisor or manager. 

As a reminder, once the driver of a subject vehicle that has been "Stop Sticked" takes evasive action in an effort to 
distance him-or herself from the police, the member shall immediately discontinue following the vehicle unless it 
meets the criteria for a vehicle pursuit as described in the current issue of OPD P&P 1120, Vehicle Pursuits. 

Furthermore, any subsequent use of Stop Sticks after the first attempt to stop the vehicle with this device must be 
approved by a supervisor, except in a situation that meets vehicle pursuit criteria. 

The use of tire deflation devices requires the documentation on a Response to Resistance SHIELD report (Section 
7.1 ). 

Only members who are trained by the Training Unit in the use of Stop Sticks will deploy/activate them. 

Members must make every effort to avoid collateral damage to citizens' property that could result from the target 
vehicle's impact with tire deflation devices. 

When deploying Stop Sticks on a roadway as a part of a pursuit, the deploying member will notify Communications of 
the intended location and specific lanes of travel targeted for deployment. Communications will notify units and 
agencies involved in the pursuit, as well as the on-duty watch commander. 

Before deploying Stop Sticks on roadways, members must accomplish the following: 

a. Select a location with minimal anticipated and actual pedestrian and bystander presence. 
b. Position employees and bystanders in a safe location away from the point of impact and potential flying 

debris. 

NOTE: Stop Sticks will not be deployed on motorcycles or bicycles. 

When used in a pursuit, members other than those operating the primary and secondary pursuit vehicles will be 
responsible for deployment of Stop Sticks and should deploy the devices in the roadway ahead of the target vehicle 
they are attempting to stop. 

Position Stop Sticks to minimize the ability of the target vehicle to avoid or evade the device. 

Deploy Stop Sticks as a single unit or in combination of two or more sets depending on the width of the roadway to 
be covered and available time to deploy them. 
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Assisting employees will prevent traffic from entering the target roadway and redirect traffic on the target roadway 
away from the deployment area. 

Deploying and assisting members can use patrol vehicles to channel the fleeing vehicle toward the path of the Stop 
Sticks, provided the following: 

a. Emergency equipment is activated. 
b. At least two traffic lanes are available for the target vehicle and pursuing members without crossing a grass 

or elevated concrete median. 
c. Members have exited their patrol vehicles and assumed a safe position. 

Deploying members should immediately remove Stop Sticks from the roadway when no further need for deployment 
exists and it is safe to do so. 

The assigned supervisor will ensure that a Tire Deflation Device Deployment Reporting Form (Attachment B) is 
completed and turned in to the Quartermaster Unit with the damaged Stop Sticks by the end of their tour of duty. 

5.5.2 PIRANHA, TERMINATOR, BARRACUDA, AND ROAD SPIKE 
These tire deflation devices may be used by specialized units (i.e., MBI, DED, TAC, SOD) or Patrol members as a 
pursuit prevention measure for stationary vehicles or vehicles traveling less than 25 miles per hour (speed limit does 
not apply to Road Spike). They may be used for the following: 

a. Control driver's license/DUI checkpoints. 
b. Suspect surveillance. 
c. Buy/Bust drug operations. 
d. Warrant service. 
e. Other situations where the movement of a stationary vehicle must be prevented. 

Only members who are trained by the Training Unit in the use of the listed tire deflation devices will deploy/activate 
them. 

5.6 DYNAMIC VEHICLE TAKEDOWN 
Dynamic Vehicle Takedowns are pre-planned coordinated efforts utilizing multiple vehicles and members who are 
trained in this tactic to "block" a vehicle and arrest a felony suspect. Dynamic vehicle takedowns are used on suspect 
vehicles that are stationary (parked in a parking lot, stopped at an intersection) and should not be used on moving 
vehicles or for routine traffic stops. The dynamic vehicle takedown, or any modified version of this technique, shall 
only be used by members who have been trained and who receive continuous training in this technique and are 
assigned to DED, Patrol TAC, MBI, FIU, the Gang Unit, Auto Theft Unit, and SWAT. The Patrol TAC lieutenant will 
be responsible for ensuring that Dynamic Vehicle Takedown training is conducted annually. 

5.7 VEHICLE BLOCK 
Blocking a vehicle on a traffic stop is a tactic sometimes used to prevent a vehicle from fleeing. Blocking may only be 
used on a suspect vehicle when the member believes that the suspect vehicle may attempt to flee. This tactic may 
only be used during a traffic stop using emergency equipment. Once the emergency equipment has been activated, 
position the primary patrol vehicle behind the suspect vehicle. When the suspect vehicle comes to a stop, the 
secondary patrol vehicle may pull in front of the suspect vehicle blocking its path. Members should communicate with 
each other and confirm that this tactic will be used. Blocking may not be used on moving vehicles. 

6. MAINTAINING PROFICIENCY 

Employees shall maintain and demonstrate proficiency with Department-authorized techniques, restraining tools, and 
weapons as determined by the Training/Accreditation and Inspections Section commander. Less-lethal weapon 
training will be conducted annually on the following less-lethal weapons: ASP baton, chemical agent, Sage SL6. 
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Firearms training will be conducted at least twice annually subject to the terms of any applicable collective bargaining 
provision. The Training Unit shall be responsible for establishing standards of proficiency, ensuring compliance by all 
members, and maintaining proficiency records. 

Failure of an employee to demonstrate and maintain acceptable standards of proficiency shall be cause for remedial 
training. Remedial training shall be coordinated with the Training Unit and shall be completed within seven days. An 
employee's continued inability to maintain proficiency standards shall cause the employee to be placed on an 
alternative assignment pending a final determination as to their job fitness, in accordance with the current issue of 
P&P 1617, Relief ofDuty, Alternative Duty, and Limited Duty. 

Employees who are unable to participate in training and/or evaluation sessions that qualify them to carry weapons 
and employ force (e.g., during an extended leave of absence, physical disability, etc.) shall be restricted as to their 
use of police authority in accordance with the current issue of P&P 1619, Alternative Duty Assignments/No Duty 
Status, or the current issue of P&P 1617, Relief of Duty, Alternative Duty, and Limited Duty. Prior to resuming full 
duty status, employees must demonstrate proficiency in all areas, to the satisfaction of the Training Unit. 

7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

Once a response to resistance has occurred, and it meets the criteria for the completion of a response to resistance 
investigation, the involved employee will notify his or her immediate supervisor as soon as possible. The use of a 
tactic or techniques not requiring notification will be documented in charging affidavits, incident reports, and/or 
supplemental reports by the involved employee. If it occurs during an extra-duty work assignment or off duty, an on
duty supervisor will be notified to conduct the investigation. In those instances where the involved employee is a 
supervisor, another uninvolved on-duty sergeant will be notified to conduct the investigation. 

Once notified, the supervisor shall respond to the scene as soon as possible and interview all involved employees, 
witnesses, and subjects. The supervisor will be responsible for reviewing, approving, and obtaining copies of all 
reports, affidavits, witness statements, and available video and audio recordings for inclusion in the Response to 
Resistance SHIELD report. All Response to Resistance reports will be completed using the SHIELD software {the 
user manual for which is located on OPD Online). The In-Service Training supervisor is responsible for maintaining 
the SHI ELD software. 

Employees who have used a technique or weapon requiring a Response to Resistance investigation shall complete 
an Incident Report by the end of their tour of duty, except in misdemeanor cases where the use of chemical agent is 
the sole response to resistance and there are no injuries claimed or evident. Supervisors will ensure that these 
reports are completed within the prescribed timeframe. Supervisors will ensure that members involved in a response 
to resistance incident view video of the incident, if available, prior to the completion of reports. If video of the incident 
is known but not available in a timely manner, then the general account of the incident ( elements of crimes, probable 
cause) shall be documented on charging affidavits and incident reports. Supplemental reports will be generated to 
supply greater details of the incident once video becomes available and has been viewed. 

The supervisor shall notify the involved employee's section commander of the circumstances requiring the initiation 
of a Response to Resistance SHIELD report. If the employee's section commander is not on duty and immediately 
available, the supervisor will notify the on-duty watch commander. Notifications shall be accomplished as soon as 
possible but no later than the end of their tour of duty, and the name of the manager notified shall be documented in 
the Response to Resistance SHIELD report narrative. 

7.1 RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE REPORTING 
A supervisor shall complete a Response to Resistance investigation and complete a Response to Resistance 
SHIELD report under the following circumstances: 

(NOTE: A sworn supervisor shall complete Response to Resistance SHIELD reports for CSOs and CSls.) 

a. Use of chemical agent with injury or accompanied with second tactic. 
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b. Use of tire deflation devices. 
c. Use of impact weapons (baton, SAGE SL6, etc.). 
d. K-9 dog bites, other than accidental. 
e. Use of electronic control devices (TASER). 
f. Forearm/knee/open and closed hand strikes. 
g. Kicks. 
h. Use of a tactic and/or techniques used on a handcuffed subject. 
i. Use of any technique or the application of any weapon that results in actual or claimed (evident or non-

evident) injury. 

(NOTE: When a firearm is discharged, or an employee applies any technique or weapon that results in death, an 
Initial Notice of Inquiry shall be generated in lieu of the Response to Resistance SHIELD report. The only exception is 
when an employee utilized deadly force in the killing of a dangerous animal or one that humane consideration 
requires release from further suffering, when no other means of disposition is available. In this case the employee 
shall complete an Incident Report in lieu of an Initial Notice of Inquiry or Response to Resistance SHIELD report.) 

The supervisor shall ensure that photographs are taken of any injury, actual or claimed, by either the subject or the 
employee, that result from an application of force by the employee in response to a subject's resistance. If available, 
a CSI or forensic photographer will take the photographs of all injuries requiring hospitalization and/or treatment at a 
medical facility. If no CSI or forensic photographer is available, a supervisor, with the permission of a watch 
commander, will take the photographs, which shall be maintained in accordance with standard policies regarding 
crime scene photos. In those instances where the assigned supervisor photographs the injury, the supervisor will 
only utilize a digital camera. The photographs will document the reported injury as well as the overall condition and/or 
appearance of the subject. All employees capturing digital images must adhere to the current issue of Departmental 
P&P 1902, Digital Cameras. Photographs that have been processed or archived through the Forensic Imaging Unit 
do not need to be attached to the Response to Resistance SHIELD report. 

A Department member who has been assigned a BWC (body-worn camera) device may review his or her own BWC 
recording to help ensure accuracy and consistency of accounts. To prevent damage, original recordings will be 
reviewed only by members who are assigned a BWC device through means authorized by the Department. Any 
review of BWC footage by the member shall be documented in the incident report corresponding with the incident. 

A Department member involved in any response to resistance incident or accident causing injuries will be permitted, 
but will not be required, to review his or her own BWC video recordings prior to providing a recorded statement or 
completing reports. Department members who are witnesses will only be allowed to review BWC video if it can be 
determined that their on-scene position would allow them to simultaneously perceive events in question from the 
same perspective as the involved member. 

The Chief of Police or one of his/her designees may authorize an investigator participating in an official Department 
investigation of a personnel complaint, claims investigation, administrative inquiry, or criminal investigation access to 
review specific incidents contained on BWC recordings. Access for any other purpose shall require the express 
approval of the Chief of Police. 

The Response to Resistance SHIELD report is structured except for the narrative section. The supervisor shall 
separate the employees involved into two categories: Principal employees and assisting employees. 

A principal employee is any employee who encounters physical resistance or force from a subject and must use a 
technique or weapon to overcome it. 

Assisting employees shall be listed and are defined as those using controlling techniques or restraint holds while 
assisting the principal employee. 

The narrative portion is to be completed by the supervisor and should include: 
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a. A statement indicating a review of a charging affidavit and/or incident report for probable cause or 
reasonable suspicion. 

b. The specific resistance the employee encountered and the specific response of the employee. 
c. Employee/subject factors and special circumstances 
d. How the injuries were incurred and a description of the extent of the injuries. This includes both employees 

and subjects. 
e. Synopsis of witness and subject statements, if any. 
f. Statement indicating if video and/or audio was reviewed, saved as evidence, and is consistent with the 

statements made by involved employees and witnesses. 
g. A statement by the supervisor indicating whether the employee's response was in keeping with Department 

policy. 

(NOTE: The Response to Resistance SHIELD report is not a substitute for an internal investigation. An /NOi shall be 
initiated for disapproved Response to Resistance SHIELD reports by Internal Affairs. If the supervisor determines 
that an inquiry is necessary, it is his or her responsibility to initiate the /NOi.) 

The reporting supervisor shall complete the first page of the Response to Resistance SHIELD report by the end of 
their tour of duty. The reporting supervisor shall forward the completed Response to Resistance SHIELD report to the 
notified commander within 72 hours, unless such time is extended by the notified commander. The notified 
commander will review and then forward the Response to Resistance SHIELD report to the principal employee's 
division commander. After the principal employee's division commander reviews the Response to Resistance 
SHIELD report, it will be forwarded to the In-Service Training Unit supervisor. 

Upon review by the In-Service Training Unit supervisor, the Response to Resistance SHIELD report will be forwarded 
to the Training/Accreditations and Inspections Section commander and then through the involved employee's bureau 
commander. Upon review by the bureau commander, the Response to Resistance SHIELD report shall be forwarded 
to the Internal Affairs Section for review and filing. Each person in the chain of command who receives the Response 
to Resistance SHIELD report shall review, evaluate, and either approve or disapprove the appropriateness of the 
techniques and tactics used. 

If the person disapproves the Response to Resistance SHIELD report, they shall attach a dissent prior to forwarding 
through the chain of command. A dissent shall be written in a memorandum format directed to the Chief of Police. 
The dissent shall outline the reasons for disapproving the appropriateness of the techniques and/or tactics used. The 
dissent shall be attached to the Response to Resistance SHIELD report and the report will be forwarded through the 
chain of command, keeping with the routing as described above. Each member of the chain of command receiving 
the dissent shall complete a memorandum concurring with or rebutting the dissent. All dissents or rebuttals shall be 
attached to the Response to Resistance SHIELD report. Any report receiving a letter of dissent will be forwarded to 
the Chief of Police by the Internal Affairs Section. 

If an INOI has been initiated by the investigating supervisor, a Response to Resistance SHIELD report will be 
completed and forwarded to the In-Service Training Unit supervisor. The In-Service Training supervisor will document 
the techniques and tactics used to satisfy statistical data collection. The In-Service Training Unit supervisor will then 
forward the report to the Internal Affairs Section supervisor to be included with the INOI. Any recommendations by 
the Training Unit shall be forwarded to the affected division commander. 

Supervisors shall review Response to Resistance files of their assigned employees as directed by Internal Affairs. 
Reviews will only be conducted of principal employees. Purging of these files is handled by Internal Affairs in 
accordance with current records retention laws. The Response to Resistance SHIELD report shall be filed in the 
Internal Affairs Section. Upon request, Internal Affairs shall image and forward an electronic copy of the Response to 
Resistance SHIELD report to the Criminal Intake Section, who will forward same to the Assistant State Attorney 
assigned to the criminal case. 

At the conclusion of each calendar year, the In-Service Training Unit supervisor will prepare an annual analysis of all 
information collected from Response to Resistance SHIELD reports and forward it to the Chief of Police for review. 
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APPENDIX A 

RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE CONTINUUM GUIDELINE 
(TRAINING AND TECHNIQUE GUIDELINE ONLY; SHALL NOT LIMIT THE EMPLOYEE'S RESPONSE OR PERMIT 

GREATER RESPONSE THAN OBJECTIVELY REASONABLE UNDER THE TOTALITY OF CIRCUMSTANCES.) 

EIIPI.OYEE1$1,ffl,,11:0T,fACTORS to BE . 

ADDfTIONAL. FACTORSISPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES . . ··.··OONSIDERED. . '. '_• 

► Known or perceived physical abilities 

► Severity of Crime ► Known violent or mental history 

► Threat to the employee or any individual ► Known or perceived mental incapacity 

► How subject is resisting arrest ► Close proximity/availability to firearms or weapons 

► How subject was attempting to evade arrest by flight ► Special knowledge 

► Injury or exhaustion (employee or subject) 

► Age ► Known or perceived disability or special needs 

► Sex ► Imminent danger to employee or any individual 

► Size ► Characteristics of being armed 

► Skill Level ► Subject's level of agitation 

► Multiple subjects or members ► Alcohol/drug influence 

► Subject handcuffed 

► Environmental factors 
. . 

.. 1n > 1:~~qYF:EJUJ!t~e-~,cai '$lJBJ,~Ql"ij~~I:• TEctt~IJES ·: ·. evel'Y•~•,.,,, >····,·.··.,. . 

·. '.'f ' .· ... 

• Pressure Points 

PASSIVE RESISTANCE SOFT CONTROL • Wrist Locks 

• Arm Bars 
The subject fails to obey verbal direction The employee applies techniques that have a • Compression Techniques 
preventing the employee from taking lawful minimal potential for injury to the subject, if the • Chemical Agents 
action subject resists the technique. • Diversionarv Device 

• Forearm and knee strikes 

ACTIVE RESISTANCE HARD CONTROL • Open and closed hand strikes 

• Baton strikes 
The subject's actions are intended to The employee applies techniques that could • Kicks 
facilitate an escape or prevent an arrest. result in greater injury to the subject, if the • Takedowns 
The action is not likely to cause injury. subject resists their application by the employee. • Impact Weapons 

• Tire Deflation Devices 

• Electronic Control Devices (TASER) 

• K-9 Apprehension 
'See Appendix B for Hard Control 
Techniques tarqet areas. 

INTENSIFIED TECHNIQUES 
AGGRESSIVE RESISTANCE Those techniques necessary to overcome the • Techniques necessary to overcome 

The subject has battered, or is about to actions of the subject, short of deadly force. If actions of a subject short of deadly 

the subject resists or continues to resist these force. 
batter a person/employee and the subject's 
action is likely to cause injury. techniques there is a strong probability of injury 

• Intensified techniques may target shaded being incurred by the subject. 
areas indicated in Anpendix B. 

DEADLY FORCE The application of deadly force is not 
RESISTANCE DEADLY FORCE • 

limited to the use of a firearm and may 
The subject's actions are likely to cause Employee's actions may result in death or great include application of other techniques 
imminent danger of death or great bodily bodily harm to the subject. and/or weapons 
harm to the emolovee or another oerson 
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APPENDIX B 

ANATOMICAL ILLUSTRATION 
(FOR USE OF HARD CONTROL TECHNIQUES, INTENSIFIED TECHNIQUES, AND DEADLY FORCE) 

lIEAD 
HEAD 

\/ECK NECK 

SPINE 
CHEST 

SOLAR PLEXfS/ 
UPPER ABDOMEN 

ELBOWS 
ELBOWS 

_..,....._GROI"l ANAL CLEFT 

KNEES 

KNEES 
I' 

I I 

IMPACT WEAPONS: Avoid indicated shaded areas unless intensified techniques or deadly force is warranted. 
Targeting the head or neck with the baton or SAGE SL6 projectiles is acceptable in deadly force situations 
only. 

STRIKES (forearm, knee, hands/fist, or kicks) shall not be targeted above the shoulders, to the spine, groin or 
solar plexus unless intensified techniques or deadly force is warranted. 

TASERS: A person's head, neck, chest (above nipples), or groin areas shall not be targeted with probes 
unless intensified techniques or deadly force is warranted. 
Under hard control, TASER Drive Stun techniques are approved in all areas except the head, neck, and groin. 



STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Lt. Scott Smith 
Ofc. Tim Stanley 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Det. Raul Rivas 
Ofc. Michael Napolitano 
Ofc. Andrew Bishop 
Ofc. Ricardo Duenas 
Agt. 
Ofc. Adam Gruler 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH 

June 16, 2016 

IR16-46 

No Others Present 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1425 Hours 

LG: This will be a tape recorded reading of the pre-interview administrative warnings for? 

SS: Scott Smith. 

TS: Tim Stanley. 

JB:. Jonathan Bigelow 
·, 

RR: Raul Rivas 

MP: Michael Napolitano 

AB: Andrew Bishop. 

RD: Ricardo Duenas 

AG: Adam Gruler 

1 
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LG: This administrative warning is being given by Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police 
Department at Orlando Police Headquarters. Today's date is June 16, 2016 and the time is now 
1425 hours. Are you now on duty? 

ALL: Yes (GROUP) 

LG: The Internal Affairs Section will be conducting an interview with you in the future concerning an 
official investigation. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. The investigation 
pertains to the incident and all events and/or actions that occurred on June 12, 2016 between 
0200 and 0500 hours at 1912 South Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida. This inquiry involves 
Orlando Police Department RM200-8A; Obedience to Laws, B; Obedience to Policies and 
Procedures and Other Written Directives, and RM800-5, Deadly Force. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative, the assigned criminal investigative agent or Internal Affairs. 
A violation of this order will be considered insubordination which could result in discipline up to 
and including termination. This order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or 
the investigation becomes public record. Competent authority as it relates to this investigation is 
defined as the Internal Affairs manager or his designee. 

Do you have any questions or need clarifications regarding the pre-interview administrative 
warnings I just read to you? 

ALL: No. (GROUP) 

LG: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. This concludes the reading at 
1426 hours. 

LG/cf 6/17/2016 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Sergeant 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: Investigator Luke Harrington 

OPH-Internal Affairs LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: June 23, 2016 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: No Others Present 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 0951 Hours 

LH: ~ tape recorded reading of the pre-interview administrative warnings for Sergeant 
_.his administrative warning is being given by Investigator Luke Harrington of the 
Orlando Police Department at Orlando Police Headquarters in the Internal Affairs Section. 
Today's date is June 23, 2016 and the time is now 0951 hours. 

Sergeant-are you now on duty? 

Yes. 

LH: The Internal Affairs Section will be conducting an interview with you in the future concerning an 
official investigation. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. The investigation 
pertains to the incident and all events and/or actions that occurred on June 12, 2016 at 
approximately 0200 hours at 1912 South Orange A venue, Orlando, Florida. This inquiry 
involves Orlando Police Department RM200-8 Subsection A, Obedience to Laws, Subsection B, 
Obedience to Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative, the assigned criminal investigative agent or Internal Affairs. 
A violation of this order will be considered insubordination which could result in discipline up to 
and including termination. This order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or 
the investigation becomes public record. Competent as it relates to this investigation is defined as 
the Internal Affairs manager or his designee. 

Sergeant ~o you have any questions or need clarifications regarding the pre-interview 
administrative warnings I just read to you? 

■ No. 



LH: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. The time is now 0953 hours. 

LH/cf 6/28/2016 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Sergeant 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

June 16, 2016 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: IR 16-42 Pre-Admin 

ALSO PRESENT: No Others Present 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1423 Hours 

LG: This will be a tape-recorded reading of the pre-interview administrative warnings for Sergeant 
his administrative warning is being given by Investigator Lashon Goins of the 

Orlando Police Department at Orlando Police Headquarters in the Internal Affairs Section. 
Today's date is June 16, 2016 and the time is now 1423 hours. Are you on duty now? 

Yes. 

LG: The Internal Affairs Section will be conducting an interview with you in the future concerning an 
official investigation. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. The investigation 
pertains to the incident and all events and/or actions that occurred on June 12, 2016 between the 
hours of 0200 and 0500 at 1912 South Orange Avenue Orlando, Florida. This inquiry involves 
Orlando Police Department RM200-8A, Obedience to Laws, B; Obedience to Policies and 
Procedures and Other Written Directives, RM800~5, Deadly Force. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative, the assigned criminal investigative agent or Internal Affairs. 
A violation of this order will be considered insubordination which could result in discipline up to 
and including termination. This order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or 
the investigation becomes public record. Competent authority as it relates to this investigation is 
defined as the Internal Affairs manager or his designee. 

Do you have any questions or need clarifications regarding the pre-interview administrative 
warnings I just read to you? 

I do not. 

LG: For the record, this is an official investigation and not a fonnality. This concludes the reading of 
the pre-administrative warnings at 1424 hours. 
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LG/cf 6/16/2016 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Officer Michael Napolitano 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: Dwain Rivers, Manager 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: OPH 

DATE: June 12, 2016 

TBA-Relief of Duty RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: Investigator Lashon Goins 

Approximately 1040 Hours STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

DR: Okay this will be a relief of duty. It's going to be to Officer Michael Napolitano, employee 
number 18825 from Dwain Rivers, Manager of Internal Affairs, employee number 7646. 

/cf 

You are hereby relieved of duty with pay pending an administrative review. During this period 
your authority, power and privileges as a law enforcement officer are suspended including law 
enforcement extra duty employment. During normal weekday business hours, except for 
holidays as designated by the current labor agreement, you shall respond to all pages and shall be 
available to arrive at the Orlando Police Headquarters within 45 minutes. When notified you are 
responsible to obtain subpoenas, notices, documents and reports, etc., for depositions, court 
hearings and other matters related to official duties. If you are subject to a mandatory supervisor 
referral to the Employee Assistance Program, EAP, you should be made aware that the purpose 
of the EAP referral is for you to discuss any physical and psychological effects that you may 
have as a result of the incident so that the counselor can give you and educated evaluation of 
your readiness to return to duty when that time is determined. Other than giving the title of the 
incident, you are not required to discuss the specifics of the incident that would interfere with the 
investigative process or your legal rights. The forgoing notice was served personally on Officer 
Michael Napolitano this date, June 13, 2016. Time is 10:41 a.m. Served by Dwain Rivers, 
witnessed by Lashon Goins. 

6/15/2016 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Detective Adam T, Gruler 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: Dwain Rivers, Manager 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: OPH 

DATE: June 12, 2016 

TBA-Relief of Duty RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: Investigator Luke Harrington 

Approximately 0826 Hours STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

DR: This is going to be a relief of duty, non~discipline to Officer Adam Gruler, employee number 
12897 from Dwain Rivers, Manager of Internal Affairs, employee number 7646. 

You are hereby relieved of duty with pay pending an administrative review. During this period 
your authority, power and privileges as a law enforcement officer are suspended including law 
enforcement extra duty employment. During normal weekday business hours, except for 
holidays as designated by the current labor agreement, you shall respond to all pages and shall be 
available to arrive at the Orlando Police Headquarters within 45 minutes. When notified you are 
responsible to obtain subpoenas, notices, documents and reports, etc., for depositions, court 
hearings and other matters related to official duties. If you are subject to a mandatory supervisor 
referral to the Employee Assistance Program, EAP, you should be made aware that the purpose 
of the EAP referral is for you to discuss any physical and psychological effects that you may 
have as a result of the incident so that the counselor can give you and educated evaluation of 
your readiness to return to duty when that time is determined. Other than giving the title of the 
incident, you are not required to discuss the specifics of the incident that would interfere with the 
investigative process or your legal rights. The forgoing notice was served personally on Adam 
Gruler, say your name. 

AG: Detective Adam T. Gruler. 

DR: Okay. This date, June 12, 2016 at 8:31 a.m. Served by Dwain Rivers, Internal Affairs Manager 
and witnessed by Luke Harrington. That will be the end of the reading. 

/cf 6/15/2016 
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STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Sgt. 
Lt. Scott Smith 
Sgt. 
Ofc. Andrew Bishop 
Det. Raul Rivas 
Agt. 
MPO Tim Stanley 
Ofc. Ricardo Duenas 

Lieutenan 

Unknown 

June 12, 2016 

TBA-Relief of Duty 

Unknown 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: Approximately 0725 Hours 

CG: To ... 

JB: Jonathan Bigelow 

SS: Scott Smith 

AB: Andrew Bishop 

RR: Raul Rivas 

TS: Tim Stanley 

RD: Ricardo Duenas 



Chief Mina 
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CG: From Lieutenant you are hereby relieved of duty with pay pending an 
administrative review. During this period your authority, power and privileges as a law 
enforcement officer are suspended including law enforcement extra duty employment. During 
normal weekday business hours except for holidays as designated by the current labor agreement 
you shall respond to all pages and shall be available to arrive at the Orlando Police Headquarters 
within 45 minutes. When notified you are responsible to obtain subpoenas, notices, documents 
and reports, etc., for depositions, court hearings and other matters related to official duties. If you 
are subject to a mandatory supervisor referral to the Employee Assistance Program, EAP, you 
should be made aware that the purpose of the EAP referral is for you to discuss any physical and 
psychological effects that you may have as a result of the incident so that the counselor can give 
you and educated evaluation of your readiness to return to duty when that time is determined. 
Other than giving the title of the incident, you are not required to discuss the specifics of the 
incident that would interfere with the investigative process or your legal rights. The forgoing 
notice was served personally on 

JB: Jonathan Bigelow 

SS: Scott Smith 

AB: Andrew Bishop 

RR: Raul Rivas 

TS: Tim Stanley 

RD: Ricardo Duenas 

CG: This 12'h day of June 2016 and the time is approximately 7:28 a.m. 

RI: Witnessed by Investigator Ingoglia, served by Lieutenant 

/cf 6/15/2016 



Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
Case Number: OR-27-0258 

Involved Officer: 

Incident Location : 

Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida 

Investigative Summary 

Us.e of Force Investigation 

Orlando Police Department 
Orange County Sherifrs Office 

Incident Date: June 12, 2016 

Case Agent: 
Special Agent Alphonso Williams 

Omar Mir Seddique Mateen 
White/Male \ 
DOB: 11/16/86 

G>rlando Police Department Officers 
Officer Adam Gruler 
Lieutenant Scott Smith 
Sergeant 
Officer Timpthy Stanley 
Officer 
Officer Andre Bishop 
Sergeant 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Michael Napolitano 

Orange County Sheriff's Office Deputies 
Sergeant Fred Westerberg 
Deputy Gerald Cavis 
Deputy Matthew Futch 

Pulse Nightclub 
1912 Orange Avenue 
Orlando , FL 



J Summary of Events 

FDLE's Initial Response to 1912 S. Orange Avenue (JR #1) 

On June 12, 2016, the Orlando Police Department (OPD) and the Orange County Sheriffs Office (OCSO) 
requested the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) conduct an investigation into the use of force by 
OPD Detective Adam Gruler, Lieutenant Scott Smith, Sergeant ■■■ Officer Timothy Stanley, 
Officer 111111111111111 Officer Andrew Bishop, Sergeant Detective Raul Rivas, lieutenant 
Jonatha~er Ricardo Duenas, Officer Michael Napolitano, along with OCSO Sergeant Fred 
Westerberg, Deputy Gerald Cavis, and Deputy Matthew Futch. This use of force occurred at the Pulse 
nightclub located at 1912 South Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida, which resulted in the death of Omar Mir 
Seddique Mateen. 

This investigation revealed that on June 12, 2016, at approximately 0202 hours, Omar Mir Seddique Mateen 
(hereinafter "Mateen") entered the Pulse nightclub and starting shooting at the patrons inside. OPD Detective 
Adam Gruler was working at the Pulse nightclub in an off-duty capacity, when he heard the gunshots being 
fired from inside. Numerous law enforcement officers responded to the nightclub to assist. Within minutes, 
Detective Gruler fired his handgun at Mateen from two different positions. A team consisting of Lt. Scott Smith, 
Sgt.111111111111111 Officer Elio Florin, Officer Ben Chisari, Officer Michael Napolitano, and Belle Isle Officer 
Bran~med an entry team and entered the nightclub through a broken window. While inside, 
they moved toward the gunshots and took positions near the bathrooms located on the west side of the 
building. From this position, Lt. Smith and Sgt. - observed Mateen emerge from the south bathroom 
and subsequently fired their rifles at him. 

While holding this position, the Orlando Police Department received information from Mateen that he had 
placed explosive devices on vehicles outside the Pulse nightclub and that he had also placed explosive 
devices on the victims/hostages located inside the Pulse nightclub. 

Members of the Orlando Police Department held this position until members of the OPD SWAT team and the 
Orange County SO Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) unit started making holes in the west wall of the 
Pulse nightclub. During this process, Mateen emerged from one of the holes and started firing a rifle and a 
handgun at the law enforcement officers positioned outside the nightclub. 

OPD Lt. Scott Smith, Lt. Jonathan Bigelow, Sgt. Officer Tim Stanley, Officer 
Officer Andrew Bishop, Officer Ricardo Duenas, Officer Michael Napolitano, Detective Raul Rivas along with 
OCSO Sgt. Fred Westerberg, Deputy Gerald Cavis, and Deputy Matthew Futch returned fire at Mateen 
causing his death. During the exchange of gunfire, OPD Officer Michael Napolitano was shot and injured by 
Mateen. 

Radio Traffic I CAD Report {IR #2) 

On July 19, 2016, FDLE Special Agent (SA) Lisa Gundrum received a compact disc (CD) from OPD Detective 
Calder Haas labeled "Pulse Shooting Orlando Police 2016-242039, Radio Transmissions Time Stamped," 
which contained the radio transmissions of the incident that occurred on June 12, 2016. 

SA Gundrum reviewed the radio transmission recordings on the CD in a folder labeled "Radio Traffic." The 
"Radio Traffic" folder contained three files labeled "16-242039 initial 43 for Pulse, Emergency East, and Patrol 
East." SA Gundrum also reviewed the computer aided dispatch (CAD) report of the incident. 

Radio Transmissions 
File "16-242039 initial 43 for Pulse" 
Duration: 10 minutes and 48 seconds, no time/date stamp 

The recording captured the first radio transmissions of Detective Gruler saying "Shots fired" and the initial entry 
of officers on scene at Pulse nightclub. 
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File "Emergency East" 
Duration: 3 hours and 40 minutes, time/date stamped 

The recording captured the radio transmissions approximately ten minutes after Detective Gruler yelled, "Shots 
fired," and ended with a radio transmission request for assistance to transport the injured to Orlando Regional 
Medical Center. 

File "Patrol East" 
Duration: 3 hours and 55 minutes, time/date stamped 

The recording captured the radio transmissions of "16-242039 initial 43 for Pulse" and radio transmissions of 
"Emergency East." The following is a summary, but not inclusive of the entire recording. 

Radio Traffic: 
Time/Date Description 

Stamo 
02:02 (Detective Adam Gruler) Shots fired, shots fired, shots fired 
02:02 (Dispatcher) Sia 43 on patrol east Detective Gruler unknown location with shots fired 
02:02 Detective Gruler) Shots fired 1912 Orange Avenue, shots fired, multiple down 
02:02 Detective Gruler) Shots still being fired 
02:03 Detective Gruler) Shots fired, shots still being fired 
02:03 (Detective Gruler) All right I need, I think he, shots fired, shots fired still, give me a perimeter, give me 

perimeter 
02:03 (Lieutenant Dan Brady) Location? 
02:03 (Dispatcher) Pulse 1912 South Orange 
02:04 (Detective Gruler) Ok, we got multiple down, I only got one officer here with me, I saw the subject inside 

continued to shoot 
02:04 (Detective Gruler) I need people here now guys 
02:04 (Officer James Hyland) Oscar 561, I am almost 10-97 
02:04 (Lieutenant Scott Smith) Hey stay off the radio, you already called 43 Gruler, people are coming to you, if he 

is still shooting and there are people in there, you need to go contact them 
02:05 Detective Gruler) Right there, right there, stop, stop he is in this patio 
02:05 Officer Hyland) All right he is still firing, he is still firing, we need more people here now, multiple shots 
02:05 Detective Gruler) He's got an assault rifle, he's aot an assault rifle 
02:05 Detective Gruler) South door, south door watch the south door 
02:06 Officer Hvland) I aot the south doors over here, I have aot one down, still aot an active shooter in here 
02:06 Lieutenant Roaer Brennan) Get a team and engage 
02:06 Detective Gruler) All right we have setup a team, the first team go up to that door watch that south door 
02:06 Detective Gruler) All shots have stopoed 
02:07 Dispatcher) Are you 10-4 to move it to Emergency East? 
02:07 Officer Hyland) No headauarters we have an active shooter 
02:07 (Lieutenant Smith) If shots have stopped, just hold it and we huh, we will get a team together here is anyone 

else still inside? 
02:07 Officer Hvland) We don't know right now, just hold traffic we aot a team aoina in 
02:08 (Detective Gruler) All riaht we have multiple down, no shots are aoina on riaht now, brinq the shield up 
02:08 Detective Gruler) He is in the back, he is in ti1e back 
02:08 Detective Gruler) All riqht, I need people west of the building, west of the building 
02:08 Dispatcher) 10-4 team to headauarters, I'm landline can hear shots fired in the background 
02:09 Lieutenant Smith) Trying to key up but only rapid gunfire heard in the background 
02:09 (Lieutenant Smith) I don't want anybody to the west. Our outgoing fire if he is on the patio will be going to 

the west 
02:10 Officer Tyler Olson) Westside of building is clear 
02:10 Officer Olson) We hold the west over hear so that we are not in the crossfire 
02:10 Officer Doug Cote) Hey we are coming in from the patio, we have 4 officers in here 
02:10 Officer Felix Santiago) We have multiple causalities inside 
02:11 Lieutenant Smith) Do vou still have the door ooen from the outside to that car 
02:11 Detective Gruler) We aot the door we aot eves 
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02:11 (lieutenant Smith) I need to know if you have anybody that moves left or right across, I think he is going to 
be in the comer to the west end of the building 

02:11 (Detective Gruler) 10-4 there are doors on the north side of the building that can go out. 
02:11 (Officer Santiago) The last two sessions of shots were heard from the inside from the west side, from the 

west south 
02:11 Officer Brandon Tabacvzvnski) OK, we need DeoDle to Dull oeoole to safetv riQht out here 
02:11 Detective Gruler) All riaht, still shooting from that west side 
02:12 Sergeant Wellon) Where is our team out to get somethina tooether to trv to make entry 
02:12 <Detective Gruler) We got it, just hold traffic, no talking 
02:12 (Detective Gruler) All right, there is a bathroom to your left, straight ahead of you to your left in the corner is 

a dressing room 
02:13 (Officer Cote} All right coming in the bar watch your crossfire 
02:13 <Detective Gruler) All rioht watch behind you, watch behind you, I just saw some movement 
02:14 (Officer Cote} I saw somethino in the back door auvs 
02:14 (Detective Gruler) All right, there are dressing rooms right there by that curtain. Where you at? There are 

dressinQ rooms to vour left. 
02:14 Lieutenant Smith) Robertson where vou at? 
02:14 Officer Robertson) I just made my way into the eastside 
02:14 Lieutenant Smith) Shots fired if you can come in from the southwest, get in here 
02:15 Officer Robertson) Brandon are vou outside? 
02:15 Officer Donohue) We aot a lot more CODS Qoina to the front, is there a reason Scott vou want them in there? 
02:15 (lieutenant Smith) Negative, we need to set up teams and start getting these injured out, we have a lot 

down in here, he is traooed in the bathroom 
02:15 Officer Tabacvzvnski) Scott, we have another, another crew at the (unintelligible) I am in? 
02:16 Officer JoseDh Imburgia) Hold all those people 
02:16 (Sergeant Toruno) Get any units over here at Einstein's we are going to secure them over here, we are 

ooing to out all the people in Einstein's parking lot 
02:16 (Lieutenant Smith) Brandon let me know when you have a team 
02:16 Lieutenant Smith) Roaer 
02:16 Lieutenant Smith) Do you see Brandon? 
02:16 Officer Tabacvzvnski) Scott do vou need another team inside? 
02:17 {lieutenant Smith) Roger, what I need from you is a triage team, get together 4 to 5 people, the people 

cannot walk in here, we need to start pulling them out right now, I also need someone to get on the phone 
with HRC? [unintelligible] immediately 

02:17 (Seraeant Wellen) Thev are savrinol, there are two shooters. 
02:17 Officer James Falbo) Shots fired inside 
02:17 (Detective Gruler) That is us, don't talk. 
02:18 Officer Cage) Does anvbodv have a red laser on their gun? 
02:18 Sergeant Wellon) 10-14, thev are saying two shooters auvs, two shooters 
02:18 Officer Mastrangelo) 10-4 be advised [unintelligible] at least 25 injured in here 
02:18 <Dispatcher) I coDv. 24 injured 
02:18 (Officer Mastranaelol A total about 25 injured inside Pulse 
02:18 (DisDatcher) 10-4. We are still landline with the office. Thev have someone in there as well. 
02:19 (Lieutenant Smith) Hey, looks like a white male, it was really quick, I couldn't tell if he is in the bathroom to 

the left, probably southeast, southeast of that comer (unintelligible) I don't know if there is a window there or 
not 

02:19 Officer Robertson) Lieutenant Smith where are you? 
02:19 Officer Solis) 10-14 Witnesses were saying there are two suspects, one black male and one white male 
02:19 Officer Corbitt) Someone oDenina a door on the east side 
02:20 DisDatcher) Aloha 34 do vou want HCNTor iust SWAT? 
02:20 Disoatcher) We are landline with someone inside the restroom with the shooter 
02:20 Lieutenant Smith) Find out where they are, white or black male 
02:21 {Detective Gruler) Ok that guy that just came out, we need to talk to him, and get as much information as we 

can rioht now who is in there, what he looks like, what he is wearing 
02:21 {Dispatcher) Caller is advising they are downstairs bathroom, cannot advise if male or female because 

shooter is right there 
02:21 Disoatcher) Caller cannot advise anything else because she is whispering 
02:21 {Lieutenant Smith) All right keep her on there, keep her talking anything you can get, white or black male, or 

whether if he is still armed 
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02:22 (Officer Funke) A witness is saving the suspect has a bald head, dark skinned, white T-shirt, dark oants 
02:22 (Lieutenant Smith) All riaht 

(Lieutenant Smith) I need to know where that is coming from, is that coming from the guy that was just 
wounded or auv comina out of the bathroom. 

02:22 (Officer Funke) This is a ouv outside, a auv that specificallv saw him 
02:22 (Lieutenant Smith) Who is with the male shaved side? Gonna top off or whatever bullshit he's got in there, 

he is wounded and he came out of that bathroom, we need to talk to him and get as much information out of 
him as possible 

02:22 (Dispatcher) Caller is advisina he is reloadina in the bathroom 
02:22 (Lieutenant Smith) Get as much information from that auv in the bathroom as possible 
02:22 (Dispatcher) All we have is that she is a female in the downstairs bathroom and she cannot say anything 

because he is riaht there 
02:22 (Lieutenant Smith) Can she tell vou how manv other people are in the bathroom with her 
02:23 (Dispatcher) She says there is a lot in the bathroom 
02:23 (Disoatcher} lncludina the shooter 
02:23- [Radio transmissions consisted of a triage team being established for the victims directed to Einstein's, 
02:34 information was obtained from a male that exited the bathroom and Dispatch continued to be landline with a 

caller in the bathroom and a caller in the office. There was also communication with a caller in the upstairs 
office.] 

02:34 (Officer Hyland) Just be advised, we QOt some lonQ Qun shell casings here 
02:34- [Radio transmissions during the time frame consisted of evacuating the victims from the upstairs office and 
02:40 communication with victims in a dressinQ room bv the staoe.l 
02:40 tDisoatcher) Just 10-14 team we are possibly landline with the shooter 
02:40 <Disoatcher) runintelliaiblel Patrol we are possibly landline with the shooter 
02:40 (Lieutenant Smith) 10-4 Do let me know what he saying [unintelligible] is CNT near the command post or the 

Comm Center and get there and get on the line with him 
02:40 tDisoatcher) He is on the phone with him now 
02:42 (Disoatcher) Caller said runintelliaible] shooter at 1900 hours and said he pledged the Islamic State 
02:47 (Dispatcher) I have information on the phone number for the shooter 
02:47 (Dispatcher) It comes back to a Omar Mateen 
02:47 (Dispatcher) An address in Fort Pierce 
02:51 (Officer Crosby) We are on the phone with someone who alleges to be the shooter and there are explosive 

devices in the vehicle in the oarkinQ lot fvi 
02:52 (Dispatcher) Just 10-14, per the text message from the caller were are getting from a person with the 

shooter in the bathroom, he is possibly wearinQ a bomb 
02:53 (Dispatcher) Guys we are getting a report that somebody in one of the bathroom may have an explosive 

device attached to him, iust so vou auvs know in the buildino vou mav not want to stav there 
02:53- [Radio Transmissions during this time frame consisted of a request for any agency with a bomb dog, K9 
04:03 bomb dogs arriving and clearing multiples areas around the nightclub, additional organization and 

deolovment positions of SWAT in the nightclub and communication with victims in the dressina room.l 
04:03 (Officer Clough) Copy that, Command Center did you copy that? The van that is underneath the awning that 

we have visible ammunition in the vehicle, the Airport dog did hit on that van 
04:10 (Dispatcher) Headquarters just 10-14 we are receiving text messages that there is a male in the downstairs 

restroom with a bomb strapped on him and loading a gun, we still have people in the dressing room and in 
the restroom 

04:29 (Officer Rush) All right, I am with someone who is texting with someone in the bathroom. The suspect 
advises he is going to attach four vests to four people in 15 minutes (remainder unintelligible stepped on by 
automation date & timel 

04:58 (Dispatcher) Headquarters to Chase, on the channel? (Chase) on the channel go ahead, (Dispatcher) 10-4 
thev are advisina if vou can oull back because thev are aoina to set off a charge 

05:07 (Dispatcher) Headquarters to units on the perimeter, stand down for SWAT, stand down for SWAT 
05:11 (Dispatcher) Headauarters oer the units on SWAT, there are injured people bringing them out 
05:14 {Dispatcher) Shots fired north bathroom, shots fired north bathroom 

On July 19, 2016, FDLE Special Agent (SA) Alphonso Williams received a compact disc (CD) from OPD 
Detective Calder Haas of the 911 calls for the incident that occurred on June 12, 2016. OCSO Sergeant 
Michael Ruggiero also provided SA Williams with an additional CD of the 911 calls received by the Orange 
County SO. 

5 



A review of the 911 calls shows that Mateen called 911 twice. A synopsis of those recordings reflects the 
following: 

911 Calls 

Call One 
Duration: 50 Seconds 
File Title: "Part 1 Susp" 
Time: No timestamp 
Orlando Police Dispatcher (OD) and Omar Mateen (OM) 

OD: Emergency 911, this is being recorded. 
OM: In the name of God the Merciful, the beneficent [Arabic] 
OD: What? 
OM: Praise be to God, and prayers as well as peace be upon the prophet of God [Arabic). 

I wanna let you know, I'm in Orlando and I did the shootings. 
OD: What's your name? 
OM: My name is I pledge of allegiance to Abu Bakr AI-Baghdadi, of the Islamic State. 
OD: Ok, What's your name? 
OM: I pledge my allegiance to Abu Bakr AI-Baghdadi, may God protect him [Arabic), 

on behalf of the Islamic State. 
OD: Alright. Where are you at? 
OM: In Orlando. 
OD: Where in Orlando? 

Call disconnects. 

Call Two 
Duration: 11 Seconds 
File Title: "Unk Poss Susp 023028hrs" 
Time: 0230 hours 

The second call from Mateen was received at 0230 hours. Mateen was heard saying something in Arabic and 
then disconnected. 

The OPD Crisis Negotiation Team (CNT) responded and OPD Sergeant Andrew Brennan spoke with Mateen. 
Three separate CNT recordings were provided and reviewed by SA Nicole Miller. The following is a synopsis of 
those recordings: 

CNT Call One 
Duration: 9 Minutes 21 seconds 
File Title: "CNT 1" 
Time: 0248 hours 

Description: Sergeant Brennan spoke with Mateen through a cellphone. When asked who OPD was speaking 
with, Mateen described himself as "The person who pledged his allegiance to the Islamic State." Mateen 
advised that America needed to stop bombing Syria and Iraq and that a lot of innocent people are being killed. 
Mateen additionally stated "What am I to do here? When my people are getting killed over there?" The 
following is a synopsis and transcription of the conversation between Sergeant Brennan (AB) and Mateen 
(OM). The time documented is the elapsed time: 

Elapsed Time: 
02:09: AB: Well, I'm trying to, to figure out how to keep you safe and how to get this resolved peacefully 

because I'm not a politician, I'm not a government. All I can do is help individuals, and I wanna 
start with helping you. 
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02:23 OM: 

02:34 AB: 

02:41 OM: 
02:47 AB: 

02:57: OM: 
02:59 AB: 
03:02 OM: 

03:13 AB: 
03:15 OM: 

By the way there's, there's some vehicles outside that have some bombs, just to let you know. 
Your people are gonna get it and I'm gonna ignite it if they try to do anything stupid. 
Okay, I under, I understand that and I'll pass that along, can you tell me what vehicles cause I 
don't want to see anybody get hurt. 
No, but I'll tell you this, it can take out a whole city block almost. 
I, I understand that; tell me in the club do you have any injured people with you? That you 
brought with you? 
I'm not; I'm not letting you know nothing. 
Well I'm trying to offer you help. 
Well you need to know that they need to stop bombing Syria and Iraq. US is collaborating with 
Russia and they're killing innocent women and children okay? 
I hear what you're saying. 
My homeboy Tamerlan Tsarnaev did his thing on the Boston Marathon, my homeboy 
[unintelligible] did his thing okay, so now it's my turn, okay. 

Mateen is then asked his name and identifies himself as the "Islamic Soldier." Mateen stated that he 
can be referred to as the "Soldier of God" and advised that he spent all day praying. 

04:18 AB: 

04:28 OM: 
04:29AB: 

04:43 OM: 
04:45AB: 
04:48 OM: 
04:49 AB: 

I understand that, okay what I'm trying to do is make sure that you and no one else suffers any 
further injury, okay? I can help make peace. 
I have a vest. 
Okay, you have a vest, I understand that, [unintelligible] and so what kind of vest are you talking 
about? Is it, is it a bullet resistant vest? Is it a bomb vest? 
It's what they used in France. 
It's what they used in France, okay. 
I gotta go. 
Well, well I'd like you to stay on the phone with me please, okay? Are you there? Please stay on 
the phone with me so I can help pass along your concerns. 

Background noise, "Go ahead with bomb dogs." 

05:06 OM: 
05:09AB: 
05:11 OM: 

05:15 AB: 

05:22 OM: 
05:24 AB: 
05:25 OM: 
05:26 AB: 
05:27 OM: 

You can, you can bring the bomb dogs they're not going to smell shit. 
Well I understand that. 
That stuff, you can't smell it. Bring your little American bomb dogs, their fucking outdated 
anyways. 
Well tell me, tell me you're wearing what I presume from what you're saying you're wearing a 
bomb vest? 
No. 
Well you said you're wearing a vest. 
No, I'm not. 
So, well what are you wearing? 
Yeah, it's like you know to go out to a wedding. 

Sgt. Brennan asks numerous questions and makes statements to Mateen. Mateen does not respond 
and the call ends. 

CNT Call Two 
Duration: 16 Minutes 6 seconds 
File Title: "CNT 2" 
Time: No timestamp 

Description: After Mateen stopped talking with OPD, OPD disconnected and called Mateen back. Mateen 
answered but does not say anything. OPD disconnected and called back another four times before Mateen 
answered the phone. On the fifth attempt, Mateen answered the phone and advised that the airstrike that killed 
Abu Waheed a few weeks ago is what "triggered it." Mateen then advised that more attacks would happen in 
the days to follow, but did not provide any details. 
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08:09 AB: 

08:19 OM: 
08:22 AB: 

08:31 OM: 
08:34 AB: 

08:44 OM: 
08:47 AB: 
08:49 OM: 
08:51 AB: 

08:59 OM: 
09:03 AB: 
09:05 OM: 
09:08 AB: 

Well, I'm trying to help you. You don't want people to get injured, I presume that means if you 
brought somebody with you, you don't want them hurt is that correct? 
None of your business homeboy. 
Okay. Omar, can I get you to come outside and talk to my people there at the scene so we can 
peacefully resolve this? 
No. 
K, cause I'm not there but I have people there that would love to talk to you. Can you put down 
your weapon and come outside and talk to them please? 
You want to know what kind of weapon I have too? 
If you want to tell me. 
Or you want to know how many weapons I have? 
I can take that too, I'm, I'm all ears Omar. I have no agenda other than helping you pass along 
this message. 
So what year, what year did you graduate from the police academy? 
I'm sorry. 
What year did you graduate from the police academy? 
Sir, this is about you okay? I'm here to help you. I'm here to pass along your information, okay? 
You don't want to know ancient history about me. Tell me how I can help you. You asked me do 
I want to know about weapons? Sure, tell me about your weapons. Omar, I'm trying to help you. 
I can't do that if you won't give me something to pass along to, to the people that are in power 
which is I presume what you want to happen out of all of this. I don't want to see you or any of 
your associates get hurt and I don't want to see anybody else get hurt in the United States or 
anywhere else around the world. 

Mateen then disconnects. Three more attempts were made to communicate with Mateen via cellphone and on 
the third attempt, Mateen answered but did not say anything. He then hung up the phone. 

CNT Call Three 
Duration: 3 minutes 1 second 
File Title: "CNT 3" 
Time: No timestamp 

Description: On the second attempt, contact was made with Mateen who advised that he was annoyed with all 
the phone calls he was receiving and didn't appreciate the way he was being spoken to. Mateen advised again 
that the "air strikes need to stop" and then disconnected at 0325 hours. 

I Officer Interviews 

Interview of Detective Adam Gruler {IR #3) 

On June 17, 2016, at 0939 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Detective Adam Gruler in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Detective Gruler stated the following: 

Detective Gruler acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as 
part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio 
recordings relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Detective Gruler arrived at his off-duty detail at the Pulse nightclub at approximately 2340 hours and parked his 
OPD unmarked vehicle on the sidewalk south of the nightclub and parallel to Esther Street. Detective Gruler 
was wearing his OPD white motors shirt consisting of his name and OPD badge inscribed on it along with his 
duty vest and full gun belt. 
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At approximately 0100 hours, Detective Gruler left the nightclub for approximately twenty minutes in his vehicle 
to look for an underage juvenile who ran from him earlier during his shift. Detective Gruler returned back to the 
nightclub and parked his vehicle in the same location after he was unable to locate the juvenile. 

Just prior to 0200 hours, Detective Gruler was standing in front of his vehicle when he heard gunshots coming 
from the interior of the building. Detective Gruler took cover behind a vehicle that was parked on the south side 
of the building. Detective Gruler then called out, "Shots fired," over the radio and requested additional officers 
to respond as he drew his handgun. 

Detective Gruler observed several patrons running out of the nightclub who were bleeding. Detective Gruler 
yelled and instructed the patrons to run away from the nightclub. As the gunshots continued, Detective Gruler 
identified the sound of the weapon being fired inside as a long gun. 

Detective Gruler observed two males exit the double doors on the south side of the nightclub and drop to the 
ground. Detective Gruler then observed a portion of Mateen's shoulder/elbow along with the barrel of a long 
gun emerge from the same doors and fire rounds at these two males on the ground. Detective Gruler then fired 
approximately two to six rounds at Mateen. Detective Gruler's rounds struck the right side door and caused 
Mateen to retreat back inside. Detective Gruler was approximately seventy-five feet from Mateen when he fired 
his weapon. Detective Gruler then moved to the west and took a position behind a vehicle that was parked 
near the dumpster and VIP parking area. 

From that position, Detective Gruler observed Mateen casually walking through the west bar area and toward 
the north end of the nightclub. Mateen was "shooting rounds into bodies" as he stepped over them. Detective 
Gruler described Mateen as being a light-skinned black or Hispanic male and approximately 6'1" in height. 
Detective Gruler then moved to the east side of the building where he again observed Mateen walking across 
the main dance floor and continuing to fire rounds into the victims that were lying on the ground. Detective 
Gruler stood in the middle of the parking lot near the Pulse sign, looked through the patio gate that led into the 
nightclub and identified Mateen as the only person standing. From this position, Detective Gruler fired 
approximately two rounds at Mateen as he passed his field of view. Detective Gruler described the constant 
volleys of gunshots from Mateen as repeated "bangs" followed by pauses. Detective Gruler "knew he [Mateen] 
was reloading; that the pauses were enough time for a reload." 

As Detective Gruler and a contact team were about to make entry into the patio area, they did not hear any 
shooting for an extended period of time. Detective Gruler and the contact team regrouped to determine if 
Mateen was still an "active shooter," or if he was down from Detective Gruler's rounds. Shortly thereafter, the 
shooting started again when the contact team advanced on the main door of the nightclub. Detective Gruler 
stood near OPD Lieutenant Scott Smith as they moved toward the main door. 

Detective Gruler was informed that Mateen was contained in a bathroom near the west bar. Detective Gruler 
counted over twenty bodies that were scattered across the main dance floor. Detective Gruler assisted with 
securing a portion of the nightclub and extracting wounded victims from the nightclub. Detective Gruler was 
familiar with the layout of the nightclub and provided this information to Lt. Smith and OPD Communications 
Center. 

Detective Gruler was later relieved from the scene. Detective Gruler was scared throughout this incident, and 
did not witness any other law enforcement officers fire their weapons. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Detective Gruler made the following statements: 

"I feared that the gun was going to continue out the door and engage me." 

"I engaged again fearing for. .. the lives of .... anybody contained in the building." 

"I feared for the .... safety and lives of these two people that were down that were being shot and the safety and 
lives of the people I knew that were still in the club." 
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"Firing at him [Mateen] for ... fear, loss of additional life." 

Interview of Lt. Scott Smith CIR #4} 

On June 17, 2016, at 1054 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Lieutenant Scott Smith in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Lt. Smith stated the following: 

Lt. Smith acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part of a 
criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio recordings 
relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Lt. Smith was at the office and heard a call for help come over the radio in reference to shots fired. Lt. Smith 
responded to the Pulse nightclub and parked in the area of West Esther Street and South Orange Avenue. Lt. 
Smith exited his unmarked patrol vehicle, heard gunshots as he retrieved his rifle, and then moved toward the 
nightclub on foot. Lt. Smith heard the shots coming from the main entrance door and the double doors located 
on the south side of the building. Lt. Smith then looked through the open double doors in an attempt to identify 
Mateen, but he was unable to see him. 

Lt. Smith told someone to break the large glass window on the south side. Lt. Smith then "muzzle punched" 
and raked away the existing glass from that window. Lt. Smith and several other officers entered the building 
through this window, where he observed an empty .223 magazine lying on the floor. The shooting paused, so 
Lt. Smith looked into the hallway/main dance floor area where he observed bodies lying everywhere. Lt. Smith 
heard shooting again so they moved toward the gunshots and the west bar area. Lt. Smith heard a gunshot 
while entering the bar area followed by some screaming and two additional shots. 

While waiting there, Lt. Smith observed Mateen "crouched" and peeking around the door frame. Lt. Smith then 
yelled verbal commands, "Orlando Police! Let me see your hands! Step out!" Lt. Smith stated, "He [Mateen] 
just kind of stares at me" and "looks down the hallway to kinda [sic] kinda see who's standing next to me." Lt. 
Smith believed that Mateen was assessing him. Mateen refused to comply with any commands and retreated 
back into the bathroom. As Mateen ducked back into the bathroom, Lt. Smith fired three rounds and Sergeant 
- fired one round at Mateen. Lt. Smith believed Mateen was a "barricaded suspect" because no noise 
was coming from the bathroom. Lt. Smith requested a SWAT call out over the radio and left the other officers 
at the bar to assess the rest of the scene. Lt. Smith told officers to triage the victims and save who they could. 

Lt. Smith heard victims were calling 911 from the bathrooms and that Mateen called 911 and pledged his 
allegiance to ISIS. Mateen also mentioned something about explosive vests. Lt. Smith knew they were dealing 
with a hostage situation at that time. Additional members of the OPD SWAT team responded to the nightclub 
and Lt. Smith switched roles. Lt. Smith put on his SWAT gear and briefed with the team. The officers that were 
positioned inside the club were switched out with members of the SWAT team. 

The SWAT team set up in the field on the west side of the club. The Orange County SO EOD personnel placed 
an explosive charge on the west wall in an attempt to breach the south bathroom wall. The breach was 
unsuccessful and the SWAT team then used the BearCat to breach the wall with the ram. The first hole was in 
the hallway between two bathrooms. Two additional holes were made south of the initial hole in which several 
victims were removed from the south bathroom through these holes. 

While removing victims, Lt. Smith heard approximately three to four gunshots coming from the north bathroom. 
SWAT members inside the BearCat then made holes in the north bathroom wall. Lt. Smith and Lieutenant 
Jonathan Bigelow each deployed a distraction device into the hallway to suppress the active shooting. While 
Lt. Smith stood on the south of the hallway hole, he observed Mateen exit the north bathroom while firing a rifle 
and a handgun and attempting to exit the hole. Lt. Smith fired an unknown number of rounds at Mateen. 
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Mateen fell back when Lt. Smith yelled, "Cease fire!" and then reloaded a new magazine into his weapon. Lt. 
Smith also heard Officer Napolitano say he [Napolitano] was shot in the helmet. 

A couple of SWAT members approached the breach hole where they observed a battery pack attached to 
Mateen. Lieutenant Bigelow and other SWAT members were worried that Mateen might have enough life to set 
off an explosive device and harm other innocent victims. Lt. Smith then approached Mateen and fired one 
round at Mateen's head. SWAT members removed more victims from both bathrooms and then OCSO EOD 
took over the scene. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Lt. Smith made the following statement: 

"I thought I was going to die or one of the other twelve or thirteen guys that were standing out there with us, he 
was going to kill one of us." 

On June 17, 2016, at 1212 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Spec~errington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Sergeant 111111111111111 in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Sgt. - stated the following: 

Sgt. - acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part 
of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio 
recordings relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Sergeant - responded to the Pulse nightclub after he heard Detective Adam Gruler call out a "Signal 
43" [Emergency Assistance]. Sergeant - arrived and parked his patrol vehicle at Orange Avenue and 
Kaley Street. S~ retrieved his rifle and spare magazines and walked to the front of the 
nightclub. Sgt. ~d to hear gunshots and moved to the south side of the building near the 
double doors and a large window. Sergeant - positioned himself behind Lieutenant Scott Smith, 
Officer Michael Napolitano, Officer Elio Florin and Officer Ben Chisari as they broke the window and entered 
the nightclub. 

Once inside, Sergeant - and Officer Napolitano went to the right of the building, while Lt. Smith, 
Officer Florin and Officer Chisari went to the left side of the building. As Sergeant- walked along the 
main dance floor, he observed blood on the floor along with injured victims and people hiding. Sergeant 
- then directed additional officers to assist with removing victims from the building. 

Sergeant - joined Lt. Smith, Officer Napolitano, Officer Chisari and Officer Florin behind the west bar 
that faced a hallway where they believed Mateen was hiding. There were two restrooms on opposite ends of 
the hallway and Serg~ last heard gunshots coming from that area. While the cover team covered 
that area, Sergeant ~ed that the door to the restroom on the right [north] was closed, while the 
door to the south side restroom was partially open. Sergeant - covered the north restroom while Lt. 
Smith covered the south restroom. 

Shortly thereafter, Sergeant - observed a small portion of a "light skinned" person [Mateen] look 
around the corner of the south restroom toward the officers. As Lt. Smith ordered Mateen to "show his hands," 
Mateen refused to comply and continued to "slowly slice the pie" toward the officers. Lt. Smith and Sergeant 
- then fired rounds at Mateen as he retreated back into the restroom. 

Sergeant - believed that Mateen was the suspect because he was the only person standing up while 
everyone else was on the ground. As time progressed, Sergeant - and the contact team changed 
their positions, but continued to cover the hallway when they received information about possible explosive 
devices within the building. 
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Sergeant was relieved from his position so he could go and change into his SWAT gear. Sergeant 
was then positioned on the south side of the building near the BearCat. Sergeant - joined 

the rotation where they covered the interior hallway of the nightclub from the outside of the building. Sergeant 
- held that position until he started assisting Officer Timothy Stanley with identifying the layout of the 
nightclub. 

Once the larger BearCat was brought to the scene, Sergeant - assembled the "Ram" as it was moved 
to the west side of the building. Sergeant- then assembled the gas delivery system on the BearCat 
as well. At some point, the SWAT team received information that Mateen was going to send out four people 
with suicide vests within fifteen minutes. 

After the explosive breach was attempted, the BearCat was used to make additional holes in the wall. 
Sergeant and OPD Agent Jonathan - were positioned in the gun port area of the BearCat. 
Sergeant exited the BearCat and assisted in removing victims/hostages from the south restroom 
through the holes in the wall. As Sergeant - stood near the center hole, he heard gunshots coming 
from the north restroom. The SWAT team then deployed two distraction devices into the hole as they prepared 
to enter. Mateen then appeared at the center hole and started firing rounds at the SWAT team. Sergeant 
- who was positioned at the rear of the stack, moved to his left and fired multiple rounds at the area 
of the muzzle flash until Lt. Smith yelled cease fire. Once Mateen was on the ground, Sergeant -
assisted with removing additional victims from the north restroom. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Sergeant - made the following statement: 

"I feared that was the bad guy [Mateen] who was coming out, and he was going to start shooting more people, 
shooting at us. I was trying to ... defend myself, my teammates and other people that were in ... the building." 

Interview of Officer Timothy Stanley (JR #6) 

On June 17, 2016, at 1416 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation {FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Officer Tim Stanley in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The interview 
was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. Robinson Street, 
Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Stanley stated the following: 

Officer Stanley acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part 
of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio 
recordings relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Officer Stanley responded to the Pulse nightclub and met with lieutenant Scott Smith near the north side of the 
building. Officer Stanley then entered the nightclub to assess the severity of the scene and to confirm that the 
SWAT members inside the nightclub were all right. Officer Stanley was tasked with checking the exterior of the 
building for possible entry points and to determine if the BearCat could breach the walls. Officer Stanley also 
tasked other SWAT members to assemble the "Ram" on the BearCat. Officer Stanley, Officer Ricardo Duenas, 
Officer and other SWAT members opened a door on the northwest corner of the building and 
removed four live victims. Officer Stanley and other SWAT members also removed approximately eight more 
live victims from a room on the northwest corner of the building after removing an air conditioning unit from the 
wall. 

The OCSO EOD personnel attempted an explosive breach on the west wall, but the breach failed and the 
BearCat was then used penetrate the remaining portions of the hole. Lt. Smith noticed that this hole was in a 
hallway between two bathrooms. SWAT members then created two additional holes with the BearCat south of 
the initial hole made with the explosive device. These two holes were in the south bathroom and while Officer 
Stanley was removing live victims/hostages from the bathroom, other SWAT members stood in a manner to 
form a wall. They were covering the north bathroom door when Officer Stanley heard approximately three 
gunshots coming from the north bathroom. 
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Officer Stanley yelled "DD!" and SWAT members deployed distraction devices. Officer Stanley observed a "big 
shadow [Mateen] emerge." Officer Stanley did then "see him [Mateen] walking out the door" from the north 
bathroom door with a rifle and fire approximately three rounds as he exited the bathroom. Officer Stanley drew 
his handgun and fired approximately three to four rounds at Mateen until he fell. Lt. Smith then yelled, "Cease 
Fire!" then Officer Napolitano approached Officer Stanley and said he thought he was struck in the head. 
Officer Stanley instructed Officer Napolitano to go and get checked out. Officer Stanley then heard another 
gunshot, but did not observe it. Officer Stanley and other SWAT members entered the north bathroom and 
removed live victims from the building. 

During the incident, Officer Stanley also received information that Mateen had a bomb in his vehicle along with 
explosive vests. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Stanley made the following statement: 

"He [Mateen] was trying to kill myself and everybody else." 

Interview of Officer IR#7 

On June 17, 2016, at 1341 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Officer in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC} located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer- stated the following: 

Officer - acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as 
part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident. Officer - stated that he watched some 
videos of this incident via social media. 

~ received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Officer 
~ceived a phone call from his father (a police officer} who informed him that Mateen had shot a 
lot of people inside the nightclub. 

Officer arrived and was positioned along the northwest corner of the building with OPD Agent 
Jonathan and additional officers. Officer - provided cover for Agent - and OPD Officer Tim 
Stanley while they removed victims/hostages from the interior of the nightclub. 

Shortly thereafter, Officer- assisted Officer Stanley with rescuing victims/hostages through a window. 
~ then positioned himself behind a patrol vehicle while he covered the building. Officer 
~d information that Mateen said he had made peace with "Allah" and that he was going to 
place four bomb vests on four hostages and send them out. 

After the explosive charge attempt on the west side of the building, the BearCat was then used to breach the 
remaining portion of the hole. The first hole was created in the center hallway on the west side of the building. 
The BearCat was used to make additional holes in the wall along the west side of the building. The SWAT 
team was able to remove additional victims from these holes. 

While positioned behind the BearCat, Officer ~d approximately five small caliber gunshots 
coming from the area of the north restroom. OfficerJIIIIII believed that Mateen was executing victims 
inside the restroom. The SWAT team then used the BearCat to create a hole in the north restroom. Mateen 
then appeared in the center hole and started "firing his AR-15" at the SWAT team. Officer - then fired 
his rifle at Mateen. Officer - was aiming slightly to the left of the muzzle flash coming from Mateen's 
rifle. 

After Mateen went to the ground, Lt. Smith yelled, "Cease fire." Lt. Jonathan Bigelow was concerned that 
Mateen might set off a bomb and suggested that a SWAT operator should ensure that Mateen was dead. Lt. 
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Smith then approached Mateen and fired one additional round into Mateen's head. Officer - assisted 
with extracting additional victims from the restroom prior to turning the scene over to the OCSO EOD. 

Officer - indicated throughout this incident, he was afraid and scared. When asked why he used 
deadly force, Officer - made the following statements: 

"I was afraid for me. I was afraid for. ... my fellow SWAT, my fellow SWAT, SWAT officers." 

"I didn't know the place would blow up." and "He [Mateen] came out shooting first." 

Interview of Detective Raul Rivas (IR #8) 

On June 17, 2016, at 1314 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Detective Raul Rivas in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Detective Rivas stated the following: 

Detective Rivas acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as 
part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident. 

Detective Rivas responded to the Pulse nightclub and met with other SWAT members. Detective Rivas took a 
position near the BearCat that was parked on the south side of nightclub facing the double doors. Detective 
Rivas was told that Mateen was down a hallway to the left [west]. Detective Rivas left his position and entered 
the nightclub with OPD Officer Andrew Bishop to assess the severity of the incident. Detective Rivas then 
repositioned himself near the BearCat and other SWAT members. 

Detective Rivas heard over the radio about an explosive breach and then heard an explosion. Detective Rivas 
heard that the breach failed and that the SWAT members on the west side of the building requested additional 
SWAT members to assist. Detective Rivas and Sergeant went to the west side of the building to 
assist. Detective Rivas observed two holes on the west wall and positioned himself south of the large hole. 
Detective Rivas was able to see inside the large hole and observed a closed door to the north. Detective Rivas 
then heard approximately five gunshots coming from the north bathroom. 

As SWAT members deployed two distraction devices, the BearCat was then used to create holes in the north 
bathroom wall. Detective Rivas then observed Mateen exit the north bathroom door and also observed a 
"muzzle flash." Detective Rivas fired approximately seven to ten rounds at the muzzle flash and then inserted a 
new magazine into his weapon. Detective Rivas and Sergeant- approached the hole to check the status 
of Mateen, where they observed a battery pack lying between Mateen's legs. Mateen was lying on his back 
with his head facing north and his feet facing south. Detective Rivas also assisted with making additional holes 
on the north bathroom wall and removing live victims. 

During the incident, Detective Rivas received information that Mateen called 911 and pledged his allegiance to 
ISIS, and that he was going to arm victims with explosive vests. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Detective Rivas made the following statement: 

"When he [Mateen] came out he was firing at us, and I thought he was going to hit one of us, kill one of us, and 
I was going to stop him." 

Interview of Lt. Jonathan Bigelow (IR #9} 

On June 17, 2016, at 1449 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
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interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Lieutenant Bigelow stated the following: 

Lt. Bigelow acknowledged that he understood the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part of a 
criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio recordings 
relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Lt. Bigelow received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Lt. Bigelow arrived on 
scene where he was briefed by Lt. Scott Smith and informed that Mateen was in a bathroom inside the 
nightclub. Lt. Bigelow then entered the building through the receptionist area and assessed the scene. Lt. 
Bigelow observed SWAT members and law enforcement officers scattered throughout the building along with 
dead bodies on the floor. Lt. Bigelow also observed two magazines lying on the floor of the nightclub. 

Lt. Bigelow acted as a facilitator and assisted in removing injured victims from the building. Lt. Bigelow heard 
when the OPD Communications Center advised that Mateen said he was going to strap four bomb vests on 
four people and send them out to four corners of the building. The SWAT team then adjusted their position 
based on Mateen's threat. 

Shortly thereafter, Lt. Bigelow moved to the west side of the building, inspected the wall, and determined the 
location for the explosive breach. After the explosive charge partially breached the west side of the wall, the 
BearCat was then used to create additional holes in the wall. 

While Lt. Bigelow assisted with removing victims from the south restroom, he heard approximately five 
gunshots coming from the area of the north restroom. As the BearCat was being used to breach the north 
restroom, Lt. Bigelow and Lt. Smith discharged two distraction devices into the building. 

Lt. Bigelow stood near the west wall when he observed a muzzle flash and gunshots followed by additional 
gunshots. Lt. Bigelow felt the concrete from the wall hit him when he ducked his head, came back up, and fired 
four rounds from his rifle at Mateen. Lt. Bigelow stopped firing and reloaded an additional magazine. Lt. 
Bigelow approached the hole when he observed Mateen lying on the ground with a Glock handgun lying on his 
chest. The Glock handgun was locked back and pointing southeast. 

As the SWAT team removed people from the building, a SWAT member observed Mateen moving, and a 
battery pack or remote near his hand. Lt. Bigelow was concerned that Mateen might set off a bomb and 
suggested that a SWAT operator should ensure that Mateen was dead. Lt. Smith then approached Mateen and 
fired one additional round to Mateen's head. 

Lt. Bigelow assisted with retrieving additional victims from the building before EOD personnel cleared the area. 
Throughout this incident, Lt. Bigelow acted as a facilitator for the SWAT team. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Lt. Bigelow made the following statement: 

Mateen posed harm to "my fellow officers" which led Lt. Bigelow to believe that Mateen's actions placed his 
fellow officers in "graved [sic] danger of death or great bodily harm." 

Lt. Bigelow believed if he did not fire his weapon at Mateen, somebody else was "going to get hurt or die." 

Interview of Officer Ricardo Duenas IIR #10) 

On June 17, 2016, at 1539 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Officer Ricardo Duenas in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Duenas stated the following: 
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Officer Duenas acknowledged that he understood the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part of a 
criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio recordings 
relating to this incident prior to this interview. 

Officer Duenas responded to the Pulse nightclub and met with his fellow SWAT members. Officer Duenas took 
a position of cover on the west side of the building with other officers. Officer Duenas left his position and 
assisted other SWAT members with removing live victims from various locations. Officer Duenas then 
repositioned himself on the west side of the building. During the incident, Officer Duenas received information 
that Mateen had explosives. The OCSO EOD personnel arrived and deployed an explosive breach on the 
west wall. The breach failed, so SWAT members used the BearCat to breach the remaining portion of the 
center hole. The BearCat was then used to create additional holes south of the center hole where the SWAT 
members removed several live victims from the building. 

Officer Duenas heard approximately three gunshots coming from the interior of the building. Officer Duenas 
stood south of the center hole near Officer Michael Napolitano, then took cover behind a dumpster that was 
approximately fifteen yards from the wall where he had a clear view of the center hole. Officer Duenas heard 
"more gunfire and I see a muzzle flash" coming from the center hole. "I saw the muzzle flash coming from the 
hole getting bigger." Officer Duenas believed that Mateen was "gaining ground" on the SWAT members. 
Officer Duenas then fired approximately eleven rounds at the muzzle flash. 

After learning that Officer Michael Napolitano was shot, Officer Duenas escorted him to medical treatment. 
Officer Duenas then assisted with extracting live victims from the west wall. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Duenas made the following statement: 

"He [Mateen] was going to shoot someone and he's going to pop out of that hole" and he was worried other 
SWAT members were in danger. 

Interview of Officer Andrew Bishop IIR #11 l 

On June 17, 2016, at 1605 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Officer Andrew Bishop in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Bishop stated the following: 

Officer Bishop acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part 
of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video or audio 
recordings relating to this incident prior to this interview other than what was broadcasted over the media. 

At approximately 0200 hours, Officer Bishop received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse 
nightclub. Officer Bishop arrived on scene and made contact with Lieutenant Scott Smith at the front double 
doors of the nightclub. Officer Bishop then took a position of cover near the double doors on the south end of 
the building. Officer Bishop observed SWAT members and police officers inside the building and around his 
location. At some point, Officer Bishop was relieved from his position and was escorted into the nightclub by Lt. 
Smith where Officer Bishop observed bodies scattered throughout the dance floor and lobby area along with 
M4 magazines. 

Officer Bishop received information that Mateen had a bomb inside his vehicle that was parked north of the 
nightclub. Officer Bishop also received information that Mateen said he was going to place four [bomb] vests 
on four individuals and send them out to different sections of the nightclub. Officer Bishop then took a position 
of cover along the southwest corner of the nightclub near the BearCat. 

Officer Bishop heard the explosion when EOD attempted to breach the west side wall. Officer Bishop observed 
several victims running from the west side of the building as the SWAT team breached the wall. 
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Shortly thereafter, Officer Bishop heard approximately five gunshots coming from the interior of the north 
restroom. Officer Bishop believed that Mateen was shooting victims. As Officer Bishop approached the west 
end of the building, he observed a "shadow what appeared to be umm a handgun ... directly in front of me." 
Officer Bishop was approximately twenty to thirty feet from the wall when he observed a "muzzle flash" and 
believed that Mateen was "shooting" at the SWAT team. Officer Bishop then fired his rifle in the direction of the 
muzzle flash until Lt. Smith yelled, "Cease fire!" Officer Bishop then reloaded and inserted a new magazine into 
his rifle. 

After EOD mentioned that Mateen had a device near his legs, Officer Bishop observed Officer Stanley and 
Sergeant- enter the holes in the building and rescue victims. The SWAT team retreated from the building 
after rescuing all live victims. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Bishop made the following statements: 

"I was in fear of the officers, who were standing and still trying rescue victims, were being shot at." 

"I was in fear that he was going to shoot more innocent victims." 

"I was in fear that eventually, he was going to shoot me ..... in the ... exchange of gunfire." 

Interview of Officer Michael Napolitano UR #12) 

On June 17, 2016, at 1648 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation {FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Officer Michael Napolitano in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center {OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Napolitano stated the following: 

Officer Napolitano acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as 
part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did review portions of the incident 
from the OCSO Chase helicopter prior to this interview. 

Officer Napolitano responded to the Pulse nightclub after hearing an officer call out shots fired over the radio. 
Officer Napolitano exited his marked patrol vehicle, retrieved his rifle, and walked toward the nightclub on foot. 
Officer Napolitano heard gunshots as he approached the building. Officer Napolitano met with Lieutenant Scott 
Smith, Officer Elio "Manny" Florin, Officer Ben Chisari, Sergeant and other officers on the 
south side of the building. Officer Napolitano threw his closed "ASP" baton through the window as they 
attempted to make entry into the nightclub. 

Officer Napolitano, Lieutenant Smith, Officer Florin, Officer Chisari, Sergeant - and other officers 
entered the club. Officer Napolitano went to the right toward the main dance floor with another officer. Officer 
Napolitano then observed bodies scattered over the floor as he moved toward the area of the west bar. Officer 
Napolitano was near the west bar when he heard Lieutenant Smith yell commands and observed him fire 
rounds at Mateen. Officer Napolitano took a position of cover behind the bar with Lieutenant Smith, Officer 
Chisari, and Sergeant - Officer Napolitano then took a position in the doorway to the north and 
covered a hallway that led to the bathrooms. 

Officer Napolitano switched roles as members of the SWAT team responded to the nightclub. Officer 
Napolitano was relieved by another officer so he could change into his SWAT gear. Officer Napolitano took a 
position covering the double doors located on the south side of the building when Officer Timothy Stanley 
approached Officer Napolitano and requested assistance on the west side of the building. Officer Napolitano 
then met with Officer Officer Ricardo Duenas, and Officer-- on the west side of 
the building and waited for the BearCat. 

Orange County Sheriffs Office (OCSO) EOD personnel also arrived on scene and deployed an explosive 
breach on the west wall. SWAT members used the BearCat to breach the remaining portions of the wall. While 
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removing victims from the building, Officer Napolitano heard approximately three gunshots coming from the 
north bathroom. SWAT members deployed a distraction device, and then used the BearCat to create a hole in 
the north bathroom wall. 

Officer Napolitano observed SWAT members form a line south of the large hole, and joined this line on the 
west side. Officer Napolitano observed a "figure" in the north bathroom doorway and then "I just felt this impact 
like on my head and umm I fell back." Officer Napolitano knew that he was "shot in the head." Officer 
Napolitano rolled to his right side and fired an unknown number of rounds toward the "figure." Officer 
Napolitano heard someone yell, "Cease fire!" when he stood up, moved back, and reloaded a new magazine 
into his weapon. Officer Napolitano told Officer Stanley he was shot in the head and was then transported to 
the hospital. 

During the incident, Officer Napolitano received information that Mateen was possibly in possession of 
explosive devices, and that he was going to strap bomb vests to four victims and send them out. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Napolitano made the following statements: 

"He [Mateen] was a threat, he had a gun, he was going to kill more people, kill us, and I figured the best way to 
stop him was kill him." 

IR#13 

On June 29, 2016, at 1407 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Torrance Slaughter conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orlando PD Sergeant in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The 
interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center (OROC) located at 500 W. 
Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Sergeant- stated the following: 

Sergeant - acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as 
part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video of the 
incident prior to this interview. 

Sergeant - received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Sergeant -
arrived on scene and made contact with Lieutenant Scott Smith on the south side of the nightclub. Lt. Smith 
briefed Sergeant - and informed him that he believed Mateen was inside the north bathroom of the 
nightclub. Lt. Smith escorted Sergeant - along with other SWAT members into the nightclub. Sergeant 
- and the SWAT members were strategically placed inside the nightclub. Sergeant - observed dead 
bodies scattered on the dance floor. Sergeant - received information that Mateen was equipped with 
explosives on his person and inside his vehicle. 

Sergeant - went from the interior to the exterior of the nightclub checking on SWAT members. As the 
west wall was being breached, Sergeant- assisted with removing victims from the holes in the building. 

Shortly thereafter, Sergeant - looked through the breached hole where he observed a "body walking" 
followed by approximately six gunshots. Sergeant - believed that Mateen was shooting victims inside the 
bathroom. As the SWAT team created a hole in the west wall that led into the north bathroom, Sergeant_ 
observed, "a handgun come out of this [center} hole just pointing straight out." Sergeant- "grabbed his 
rifle and just started shooting back into the umm hole." Once Mateen went to the ground, Sergeant -
approached Mateen and observed a handgun off to his side and a battery pack on his leg. 

As the EOD personnel instructed everyone to clear the area, the SWAT team created another hole in the wall. 
Sergeant- then crawled into the hole and removed several victims from the bathroom. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Sergeant - made the following statements: 
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"I thought for sure this guy [Mateen] had explosives, I thought he was intent to blow the rest of these people 
up, us and anybody else, and make a big bang." 

"I thought I was going to die along with a lot of my umm coworkers." 

Interview of Sergeant Fred Westerberg {IR #14) 

On June 21, 2016, at 1338 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orange County SO Sergeant Fred Westerberg who is assigned to the OCSO Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) squad. The interview was conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations 
Center located at 500 W. Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Sergeant Westerberg stated the 
following: 

Sergeant Westerberg acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted 
as part of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video of the 
incident prior to this interview. 

At approximately 0319 hours, Sergeant Westerberg received a callout to respond to the Pulse nightclub 
regarding an active shooter. Sergeant Westerberg arrived on scene and set up a staging area for the EOD 
personnel. Sergeant Westerberg received information that OPD wanted to perform an explosive breach on the 
west wall of the nightclub. Sergeant Westerberg instructed his personnel to build the explosive charge. 
Sergeant Westerberg also received information that Mateen was wearing an explosive vest. 

OPD SWAT team leaders instructed Sergeant Westerberg on the exact area of the wall they wanted breached. 
The EOD personnel placed the explosive charge on the west wall. Sergeant Westerberg then fired the charge 
which broke through portions of the wall. A BearCat was then used to breach the remaining portions of the 
wall. Sergeant Westerberg and the SWAT team were able to remove victims from this hole. 

At some point, Sergeant Westerberg heard gunshots coming from the left [north] bathroom when he was 
approximately twenty yards from the breached point in the wall. Lieutenant Scott Smith tossed a "flash bang" 
into the hole. As a second flash bang was thrown into the hole, Sergeant Westerberg observed Mateen 
emerge from the center hole when he heard and observed "two distinctive muzzle flashes (rifle and a 
handgun)" directed right at him. Officer Napolitano was approximately three feet in front and to the right of 
Sergeant Westerberg. Sergeant Westerberg observed Officer Napolitano's head snap back as he hit the 
ground. Sergeant Westerberg then dropped to his knee and fired approximately twenty rounds at the muzzle 
flash. 

After Mateen fell to the ground, Sergeant Westerberg approached Mateen and observed a power device lying 
between his legs. There were two wires from the battery pack that went up and underneath Mateen's legs. 
While Sergeant Westerberg assessed Mateen for explosive devices, Lieutenant Scott Smith called movement 
and fired one additional round at Mateen. 

Sergeant Westerberg and the SWAT team were able to extract additional victims from the north restroom. The 
EOD personnel and the FBI cleared the area in an attempt to locate bomb devices inside the nightclub. 

Sergeant Westerberg later discovered that Mateen did not have any explosives on his person or in the 
nightclub, and the battery pack was from the emergency lighting that fell down during the breach. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Sergeant Westerberg made the following statements: 

"I was being shot at." 

"He [Mateen] was shooting at me, I was returning fire." 

"I was in the open, I had no hard cover." 
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Interview of Deputy Gerald Cavis IIR #15) 

On June 21, 2016, at 1422 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers along with Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded 
interview with Orange County SO Deputy Gerald Cavis, who is assigned to the OCSO Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) squad, in the presence of his attorney, Jason Bankowitz. The interview was conducted at the 
FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center located at 500 W. Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, 
Deputy Cavis stated the following: 

Deputy Cavis acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part 
of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video of the incident 
prior to this interview. 

At approximately 0320 hours, Deputy Cavis received a callout to respond to the Pulse nightclub regarding an 
active shooter. Deputy Cavis arrived on scene and staged at the intersection of Lucerne Terrace and Kaley 
Street. Deputy Cavis was briefed about the incident and received information that Mateen was wearing a 
suicide vest and was in possession of explosive devices. 

Shortly thereafter, Deputy Cavis and his fellow EOD personnel [Sergeant Westerberg and Deputy Matthew 
Futch] built an explosive charge to penetrate the west wall of the nightclub. The EOD personnel then met up 
with the SWAT team where they were instructed to place the explosive charge on the area of the wall that 
separated the two restrooms. Deputy Cavis was informed that there were several victims inside the south and 
north restrooms of the nightclub along with Mateen. 

When the charge was detonated, it penetrated portions of the targeted area. The SWAT team then connected 
the ram to the BearCat and breached the remaining portion of the wall. Deputy Cavis and the SWAT team 
were able to extract several victims from the building through the hole. The BearCat was used to make 
additional holes into the wall to remove victims. 

At some point, Deputy Cavis heard gunshots coming from the north restroom. "The suspect [Mateen] umm 
presents himself in that hole [center] and comes out shooting at us [law enforcement]" with a rifle. Deputy 
Cavis, who was near the wall, fired approximately ten rounds at the muzzle flash from his rifle. 

Once the shooting ceased, Deputy Cavis and Sergeant Westerberg approached Mateen and observed a 
battery pack connected to wires lying near Mateen. Deputy Cavis believed Mateen was equipped with an 
explosive device and instructed the SWAT team to clear the area. Deputy Cavis then briefly assessed 
Mateen's person for additional devices with negative results. 

Deputy Cavis remained with Mateen while the SWAT team made additional holes in the wall and removed 
victims from the building. Once all the live victims were removed from the building, all personnel cleared the 
area. Shortly thereafter, EOD personnel, OPD SWAT, and the FBI entered the building and checked each 
deceased victim for explosives. 

Deputy Cavis later discovered that the emergency lighting sign fell from the restroom and broke inside a sink 
during the incident. Deputy Cavis then realized that the battery pack and wires near Mateen were similar to the 
broken emergency lighting sign. 

During this incident, Deputy Cavis allowed Deputy Futch to use his assigned Glock 21 pistol because Deputy 
Futch did not have his weapon at the time of the shooting. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Deputy Cavis made the following statements: 

"I was in fear for my life and the life of my team members, so we had to respond accordingly." 

"It was apparent at the point, that he [Mateen] was trying to kill us." 

20 



Interview of Deputy Matthew Futch (IR #16) 

On June 22, 2016, at 1309 hours, FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams, and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) SA Kevin Ferrington conducted a sworn, digital audio recorded interview with Orange County SO Deputy 
Matthew Futch who is assigned to the OCSO Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) squad. The interview was 
conducted at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center located at 500 W. Robinson Street, Orlando, 
Florida. In summary, Deputy Futch stated the following: 

Deputy Futch acknowledged that he understood that the interview was voluntary and being conducted as part 
of a criminal investigation into the use of force incident, and stated he did not review any video of the incident 
prior to this interview. 

Deputy Futch arrived on scene and parked the Orange County SO "Breacher" van at Lucerne Terrace and 
Kaley Street. Deputy Futch was instructed to build an explosive charge for the west wall of the nightclub. 
Deputy Futch received information that Mateen had killed approximately twenty people and he was armed with 
an assault rifle. Deputy Futch also heard information that Mateen was wearing an explosive vest, placed four 
explosive vests on four victims, and had explosives inside his van which was parked in the parking lot of the 
nightclub. 

Shortly thereafter, Deputy Futch, Deputy Gerald Cavis and Sergeant Fred Westerberg met with the OPD 
SWAT team on the southwest corner of the nightclub. The SWAT team instructed Deputy Futch and his team 
to place the explosive charge on the west wall between the two restrooms. After the charge was fired, the 
BearCat was used to breach the remaining portion of the hole. Deputy Futch then retrieved Deputy Cavis' 
pistol [Glock 21] and provided cover on the hole in the wall. As the BearCat made additional holes in the wall, 
the SWAT team was able to remove victims from the south restroom. 

At some point, Deputy Futch heard approximately ten gunshots coming from the north restroom. One of the 
OPD SWAT members tossed two "flash bangs" into the initial breach point. Deputy Futch then retreated near 
the dumpster. As the BearCat penetrated the wall near the north restroom, Deputy Futch observed most of 
Mateen's body and muzzle flashes appear from the initial hole. Deputy Futch also observed Mateen aiming a 
gun southwest toward law enforcement. Deputy Futch was approximately fifteen to twenty yards away when he 
returned fire. 

After the gunshots ceased, Deputy Futch approached the wall along with other law enforcement personnel 
where he observed wires and a power source on Mateen's body. Deputy Futch stood near Lieutenant Scott 
Smith when Lt. Smith fired an additional round at Mateen. Once all victims were removed from the north 
restroom, everyone cleared the area and staged near the northwest corner. 

After clearing the building, Deputy Futch stated that they did not locate any bomb devices on Mateen or in the 
nightclub. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Deputy Futch made the following statements: 

"I believe he was going to kill umm an officer or deputy." 

"He did not appear ... to be shooting at me, umm he appeared to be shooting at the other deputies and 
officers .... directly to the south of the entry point." 

I Law Enforcement Witness Interviews 

Interview of Officer Ben Chisari (IR #17) 

On June 21, 2016, at 1001 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers conducted a 
sworn, digital audio recorded interview with Orlando PD Officer Ben Chisari at the FDLE Orlando Regional 
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Operations Center located at 500 W. Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Chisari stated the 
following: 

At approximately 0200 hours, Officer Chisari responded to the Pulse nightclub after hearing shots fired over 
the radio. Officer Chisari arrived on scene and parked his vehicle east of the nightclub. Officer Chisari heard 
gunshots coming from the nightclub as he retrieved his rifle from his vehicle. Officer Chisari continued to hear 
gunshots as he walked to the south side of the nightclub. Officer Chisari heard Mateen reload his rifle a few 
times as he stood in front of the nightclub. 

Officer Chisari joined a team that consisted of Lt. Smith, Sergeant - Officer Napolitano and Officer 
Manny [Elio] Florin. Officer Napolitano smashed out the window on the south side of the nightclub so they 
could see inside. Officer Chisari could not remember if the team entered the building through the window or a 
door but when they cleared portions of the building, they heard gunshots coming from a restroom on the west 
side. Officer Chisari and Officer Florin covered the north dressing room and stage area while the other 
members of the team positioned themselves behind a bar on the west side of the building. 

Lt. Smith and Sgt. - fired rounds at Mateen who was positioned near the two restrooms. Officer 
Chisari saw Lt. Smith fire his weapon, but could not see Sergeant - fire. Officer Chisari then moved 
behind the bar and assisted with covering the hallway where the two restrooms were located. 

Shortly thereafter, Officer Chisari moved north toward the stage as he continued to watch the doors on that 
side. After an hour had elapsed, Officer Chisari received information that Mateen was in possession of a bomb 
and that he was going to blow the nightclub up within fifteen minutes. Officer Chisari and his fellow coworkers 
moved past the main dance floor onto the back patio area. Officer Chisari observed several bodies scattered 
throughout the main dance floor. There was another team that covered the bar and bathroom area where 
Mateen was hiding. 

Officer Chisari remained on the patio area throughout this incident. 

Interview of Officer Elio Florin (IR #18) 

On June 21, 2016, at 1022 hours, FDLE Special Agents Alphonso Williams and Craig Beers conducted a 
sworn, digital audio recorded interview with Orlando PD Officer Elio Florin at the FDLE Orlando Regional 
Operations Center located at 500 W. Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida. In summary, Officer Florin stated the 
following: 

Officer Florin arrived at the Pulse nightclub and met Lieutenant Scott Smith on the south side of the building 
near the main door. Officer Florin heard multiple gunshots coming from the nightclub. Officer Florin, Lt. Smith 
and additional officers entered the nightclub through a broken window or the main door. Officer Florin 
continued to hear gunshots coming from the west side restroom as he entered the building. 

The gunshots stopped as Officer Florin moved through the nightclub. Officer Florin remembered being on the 
west side of the building behind a bar with Lt. Smith, Sergeant - Officer Ben Chisari and Officer 
Napolitano. While in this position, Lt. Smith directed Officer Florin to clear a hallway near the bar when Officer 
Florin heard gunshots. Officer Florin turned toward the bar where he observed his fellow officers pointing their 
weapons in the direction of the hallway. Officer Florin then walked behind the bar and stood next to Lt. Smith. 

Shortly thereafter, Officer Florin assisted with moving two victims from behind the bar and turning them over to 
another police officer. Officer Florin then went back to his position and stood next to Officer Chisari and 
covered a door. During the incident, Officer Florin received information that Mateen pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State. 

At some point, Officer Florin moved to another position prior to being relieved by a SWAT team member. Upon 
being relieved from his position, Officer Florin exited the nightclub and assisted with helping and escorting 
injured victims away from the nightclub. 
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Interview of Officer IR#19 

On June 21, 2016, at 1022 hours, FDLE ~~Mark Mynheir conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Orlando PD Officer .... - at Boone High School, 1000 East Kaley Street, 
Orlando, FL. In summary, Officer- stated the following: 

In the early morning hours of June 12, 2016, Officer- received a text message of a SWAT callout involving 
an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub and responded to the scene. The SWAT team did not have time for a 
formal briefing because the scene was still dynamic, so he, Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow, and approximately 
three other SWAT team members loaded into one of the armored personnel carriers (BearCat) and drove to 
the west side of the nightclub. 

The SWAT team set up a perimeter and established a hold on the northwest corner of the building. The west 
side of the building was concrete block, with exits on the north side. These officers positioned themselves 
where they could also cover the doors on the north side. Mateen's vehicle was located approximately twenty
five yards to their east, and the bomb dogs "hit" on it. Officer - and the other SWAT team members could 
not give up their position, so they remained at their position while the bomb unit examined the vehicle. 

The officers on scene were advised over the radio that there were officers inside the nightclub. They believed 
that Mateen was in one of the bathrooms and that Mateen was also on the terrorist watch-list, which 
heightened Officer - concern. Mateen had at least one rifle, and had killed approximately twenty people. 
They were also told that Mateen had made peace with Allah, had four bomb vests, and he was going to strap 
them to four hostages. 

Officer - was further advised over the radio that four victims were trapped in a dressing room on the north 
side of the building near the door. These victims/hostages called the OPD dispatchers and stated that they 
could hear the officers outside. Officer - and Officer Tim Stanley opened the north door, and Offi~ 
called out, "Orlando Police." The victims/hostages responded and exited the dressing room. Officer .-ana 
Officer Stanley cleared the dressing room and exited the building and returned to their position on the 
northwest corner because of a potential crossfire with other officers positioned inside the club. They were 
advised over the radio that Mateen was going to send out the four people with the bomb vests in fifteen 
minutes and have them detonate. The SWAT team was also made aware that additional victims were hiding 
throughout the nightclub. 

A window air-conditioning unit was embedded into the concrete block on the northwest corner of the building. 
Officer - and other officers pushed the air conditioner in and were able to get eight more people out of the 
building through that hole. They tried to gather information from these victims/hostages and then turned them 
over to patrol officers to be removed from the area. 

The Orange County Sheriff's Office (OCSO) Explosive Ordnance Disposal unit assisted OPD's SWAT team by 
placing a rectangular shape charge on the west wall of the nightclub in an attempt to blow a hole through to the 
second restroom where additional victims/hostages were hiding. They detonated the charge, but it did not blow 
the wall completely in; it only weakened the area. They used the BearCat to push the wall in and create a hole 
large enough to enter/exit. The officers rescued approximately twelve people with various injuries from the 
restroom and some of these victims/hostages needed to be carried out. Several more holes were punched in 
the west wall. 

~ along with Lieutenant Scott Smith, Detective Raul Rivas, Officer Andrew Bishop, Officer ~ 
--Sergeant and Lieutenant John Bigelow were able to see the door to the bathroom 
where Mateen was holding the hostages. The holes in the wall were too small for an officer with all their gear 
on to crawl through, but they could cover the door with their weapons. They rolled flashbangs into the hallway 
to contain Mateen in the bathroom. 

Officer- used the BearCat for cover as he kept his firearm trained on the bathroom door through one of the 
holes in the wall. When the BearCat started backing out, he no longer had a good view of the bathroom door. 
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Lieutenant Bigelow moved around the BearCat to the other side to get a better line of sight when they heard 
what sounded like slow and deliberate gunshots coming from inside of the bathroom. 

Officer - did not want Lieutenant Bigelow to be on that side without backup, so he attempted to run behind 
the BearCat to get to the other side. As Officer - was behind the BearCat, the driver started backing up, 
and Officer - was nearly struck by the vehicle. As he came around the BearCat, Officer - heard more 
gunshots that were louder and clearer, as if the person had cleared the doorway and was shooting at them. He 
heard his fellow SWAT team members fire their weapons and could see Lieutenant Bigelow firing his rifle into 
the building. 

The firing stopped, and Officer - moved forward to a hole in the wall where he saw Mateen lying on his 
back with the pistol next to him. Mateen had what appeared to be a battery with wires coming out of it and 
affixed to his right side. 

One of the EOD officers said, "He [Mateen] has a device. He has a device." Lieutenant Smith then fired a 
single round into Mateen's head. The officers were concerned that there could still be a second suspect inside, 
and the EOD officers wanted the rest of the officers to back out of the area because of the possibility of 
explosives in the building and on Mateen. 

Officer- could hear people screaming for help from the bathroom. The officers used a hammer to make the 
hole larger and called for the people to come out of the bathroom. Some people came out, but then several 
OPD officers went into the building through the hole and pulled additional victims out. 

Interview of Officer Robert Woodyard UR #23) 

On June 21, 2016, at 1022 hours, FDLE Special Agent Mark Pellham conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Orlando PD Officer Robert Woodyard at 595 N. Primrose Rd., Orlando, FL. In 
summary, Officer Woodyard stated the following: 

Officer Woodyard is a member of the OPD Special Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT) and was notified at 
approximately 0200 hours to respond to Orange Avenue and Harding Street, near Pulse nightclub. Officer 
Woodyard met with other members of the SWAT team near the location and was briefed on the active shooter 
situation. Additional information was that Mateen had stopped shooting but was still inside the Pulse nightclub 
with multiple hostages. 

During the operation, Officer Woodyard operated the armored personnel carrier (BearCat) and rammed the 
building approximately six times while attempting to breach a hole in the building. Approximately ten SWAT 
members aided in the operation and removed several individuals from the building. While outside, the SWAT 
team was removing individuals from the building when they heard gunfire coming from inside. Officer 
Woodyard utilized the BearCat and created an additional hole in the building where the gunfire was heard. 
Once the breach was completed, Officer Woodyard saw what he believed to be an individual moving toward 
the SWAT team located outside. After the individual moved toward the breach location, Officer Woodyard 
heard an unknown SWAT member indicate on the radio "contact." Officer Woodyard explained that "contact" 
indicates that a threat is being observed. Officer Woodyard then saw the SWAT members fire toward the 
breach location. 

Interview of Officer Brandon Cornwell (IR #20) 

On June 12, 2016, at 0800 hours FDLE Special Agent Lisa Gundrum conducted a voluntary, sworn, recorded 
interview of Belle Isle Police Department (BIPD) Officer Brandon Cornwell. The interview was conducted at the 
Orlando Police Department, 100 South Hughey Avenue, Orlando, Florida. Also present during the interview 
was Federal Bureau of Investigation Special Agent Kate Holloway. In summary, Officer Cornwell stated the 
following: 
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On June 12, 2016, Officer Cornwell was working in his official capacity as a police officer when he heard a 
"signal 43" call over the radio for OPD in regard to shots fired inside a nightclub. Being approximately a minute 
and a half away, Officer Cornwell responded to the incident location. 

Upon arriving, Officer Cornwell parked next to the Dunkin Donuts on North Orange Avenue, exited his vehicle, 
removed his long gun and ran on foot to the direction of gunfire. As Officer Cornwell approached the nightclub, 
he observed four to six officers on scene and heard gunshots from inside the nightclub. 

Officer Cornwell took a position on the northwest side of the building with an OPD officer. From Officer 
Cornwell's location, he could see through the glass window into the nightclub. Officer Cornwell heard more 
gunshots, but did not see anyone with a gun. Officer Cornwell and the other officers on scene entered the 
building through an open door on the south side of the nightclub. As he started to enter the nightclub, there 
was rapid fire, and someone said something to the effect of, "he is reloading, take a position." Officer Cornwell 
ran and took cover by a vehicle. Officer Cornwell observed an officer break a glass window, and Officer 
Cornwell along with approximately six officers entered the nightclub through this broken window. Officer 
Cornwell and the officers walked to the bar area of the nightclub where the group separated. Officer Cornwell 
along with another officer went to the back of the nightclub and cleared what Officer Cornwell believed to be a 
male's bathroom. Officer Cornwell heard screaming from a hallway area that contained two doors and took a 
position at the left side of the bar which allowed him to cover the door on the right side of the hall. Three 
additional officers, OPD Lieutenant Smith, OPD K9 Officer Florin, and Sergeant - took positions 
behind the bar and covered the door on the left side of the hall. Officer Cornwell indicated movement and 
"shadows" could be seen through the "bubble" like glass windows of the bathroom doors. 

Two to four minutes later, Officer Cornwell believed an OPD Lieutenant yelled, "Show me your hands, show 
me your hands," while looking down the hallway. Officer Cornwell was not able to see the person, or which 
direction the person came from, but the officers fired rounds at this person who retreated back into the room. 
While positioned at the end of the bar, Officer Cornwell indicated there were two people behind the bar; one 
was shot and the other person requested help. One of the three officers positioned behind the bar dragged the 
male outside the nightclub. 

Shortly thereafter, a white male in a white T-shirt, covered in blood exited with his hands up from the door that 
the officers just fired toward. According to Officer Cornwell, it was apparent the male had been shot. The male 
was directed to low crawl with his hands up toward the door, and Officer Cornwell scanned the male for 
weapons. After reaching the door, the male was taken by two officers. 

Not long afterward, the OPD Lieutenant received information that Mateen had "C-4," (an explosive) and for 
everyone to get out of the nightclub. Officer Cornwell then maintained a position at the back door. Officer 
Cornwell did not go back into the building, but held security at the back door and at the broken window in 
addition to assisting with the search of people exiting the nightclub and the transportation of injured people. 

Officer Cornwell activated his AXON body camera during the incident. A copy of the recorded incident from 
Officer Cornwall's body camera was obtained and reviewed by SA Gundrum. The entire recording is divided 
into seven segments, however, the following segment shows when Officer Cornwell entered the nightclub with 
the OPD officers: 

Surveillance Video 
Segment 1: AXON_ Body_2_ Video_2016-06-12_0206 
Duration: 30 minutes 

Description: The recording captured Officer Cornwell arriving on scene and shortly thereafter entering the 
nightclub with other officers on scene. The recording captured Officer Cornwell's position and other officers' 
positions in the nightclub. At one point, Officer Cornwell returned to the outside of the nightclub and remained 
at the broken front window outside the nightclub. The recording captured communication between officers 
inside the nightclub, radio traffic, and communication between officers outside the nightclub. The recording 
also captured the audio from the shots being fired by Lt. Smith and Sgt. - while behind the west bar. 
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I Civilian Witness Interviews 

During this investigation, several victims were interviewed by law enforcement, but only the following 
individuals witnessed the use of force incident by law enforcement personnel. 

Interview of Jonathan Watts (IR #241 

On June 13, 2016, at 1320 hours, FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Jonathan Watts at the intersection of Grant Street and Orange Avenue, Orlando, FL in 
his agency issued vehicle. Watts is the manager of "One-Way Valet" and was working at the Pulse nightclub 
during the incident. In summary, Watts stated the following: 

Watts started his shift at the Pulse nightclub at 2100 hours. Watts did not observe anything out of the ordinary 
until approximately 0130 hours. While Watts was parking a vehicle along Katey Street, he observed a van 
parking underneath a canopy at the rear of Pulse nightclub. Watts never saw the driver of the van and because 
it was late, Watts did not instruct the driver of the van that the area was off limits. 

Shortly thereafter, Watts stood at the podium near the front of the nightclub talking with Orlando PD Officer 
Adam [Gruler] who was sitting inside his unmarked vehicle. Just prior to 0200 hours, Watts and Detective 
Gruler heard multiple volleys of gunshots coming from the nightclub. Detective Gruler then exited his vehicle, 
radioed "Shots fired," drew his handgun and pointed it at the front door of the nightclub. Watts did not see 
Detective Gruler fire his weapon. 

Watts remained behind Detective Gruler's vehicle until he realized that the gunshots were not going to stop, 
which is when he ran and hid behind the Dunkin Donuts' wall. After two minutes elapsed, Watts observed a 
person running from the double doors of the nightclub and collapse to the ground. Watts and a coworker ran 
south on Orange Avenue and away from the nightclub. Watts continued to hear gunshots as he hid behind a 
building. Watts stated that the gunshots would stop for a moment and then continue. Watts also observed 
several police officers throughout the area assisting injured gunshot victims. 

Interview of Johnathan Amaya CIR #21 l 

On June 12, 2016, at 0744 hours, FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Johnathan Amaya at the Orlando PD located at 100 S. Hughey Avenue, Orlando, FL. 
Amaya has been employed by the Pulse nightclub for two months. In summary, Amaya stated the following: 

Amaya arrived at the Pulse nightclub to start his shift at approximately 2317 hours. Amaya's duties consisted 
of walking around the nightclub and picking up debris and dishes. Prior to the shooting incident, there was 
nothing unusual about the environment within the nightclub from any other Saturday night. 

At approximately 0200 hours, while Amaya was on the patio, he heard gunshots and assumed it was a mix 
from the "DJ." Amaya then observed patrons from inside the nightclub screaming and running. Amaya 
immediately hit the ground, then got up and ran behind the patio bar with one of his coworkers as he continued 
to hear gunshots. Amaya then ran out of the nightclub through the rear exit. 

Amaya ran to the parking lot of the Dunkin Donuts and hid behind a parked vehicle. From that location, Amaya 
observed a police officer [Gruler] standing behind a patrol vehicle and firing his weapon in the direction of the 
Pulse nightclub. Amaya believed the police officer fired approximately two rounds. Amaya then observed a 
group of police officers shoot out the front window of the nightclub in an attempt to enter the building. Amaya 
continued to hear gunshots coming from the interior of the nightclub. 
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Interview of Christi Wallace-Clarke CIR #221 

On June 12, 2016, at 0801 hours, FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Christi Wallace-Clarke at the Orlando PD located at 100 S. Hughey Avenue, Orlando. 
In summary, Wallace-Clarke stated the following: 

Wallace-Clarke arrived at the Pulse nightclub at 2245 hours. Everyone inside the nightclub was having fun and 
listening to music. Wallace-Clarke purchased drinks at the bar and was dancing with her friends. At 
approximately 0200 hours, Wallace-Clarke was out on the porch when she heard several gunshots. Wallace
Clarke did not know what was going on until she observed several patrons running and exiting the nightclub 
through a gate. Wallace-Clarke joined the crowd and followed them out of the nightclub. 

While in the parking lot, Wallace-Clarke observed a police officer [Gruler] fire his weapon from behind a 
vehicle. Wallace-Clark observed the muzzle flash but did not know who the police officer was shooting at. The 
police officer was yelling, but Wallace-Clarke could not determine what was being said. 

Wallace-Clarke then ran and hid behind a parked vehicle along with the three other patrons from the nightclub 
where she continued to hear gunshots. While moving to a different location, Wallace-Clarke assisted with 
helping an injured female who had been shot in the forearm. Wallace-Clarke observed several additional 
injured victims from the nightclub. 

Wallace-Clark recorded portions of the scene after she fled the nightclub from her cellular phone. The video 
footage was turned over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

Interview of Rebeca Hernandez CIR #301 

On June 12, 2016, at 0745 hours, FDLE Special Agent Steve Brenton conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Rebeca Hernandez at the Orlando PD located at 100 S. Hughey Avenue, Orlando. In 
summary, Hernandez stated the following: 

Hernandez was on vacation with friends at the Pulse nightclub. Hernandez was on the patio area of the 
nightclub when she observed club patrons exiting the door from the patio area, then exiting the patio area into 
the parking lot on the south side of the nightclub. Hernandez then ran behind the patrons and hid behind a 
vehicle that was parked adjacent to West Esther Street. As Hernandez heard several gunshots from the area 
of the nightclub, she entered the vehicle she was hiding behind and discovered that the vehicle was an 
undercover police vehicle. 

Hernandez then panicked and attempted to call her friends that were with her at the nightclub. Hernandez 
looked through the window of the vehicle and observed a police officer [Gruler] fire approximately seven 
rounds toward the front door of the nightclub. Hernandez estimated that this police officer was approximately 
15 to 20 feet away from her when he fired his weapon. The police officer was halfway between the front door of 
the club and the vehicle Hernandez was hiding in. Hernandez did not see who the police officer was firing at. 
Hernandez described the shooting as constant shooting, but could not distinguish where the shots were 
coming from or who was shooting. 

Hernandez eventually exited the vehicle and observed police officers dragging injured victims out of the 
nightclub. 

Hernandez recorded video from her cellphone after she exited the unmarked police vehicle. SA Brenton took 
custody of Hernandez' cellphone and gave it to the Orlando PD forensic team who later turned the phone over 
to the FBI. 
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Interview of Solana Luna UR #31} 

( On June 12, 2016, at 0803 hours, FDLE Special Agent Steve Brenton conducted a sworn, digital audio 
recorded interview with Solana Luna at the Orlando PD located at 100 S. Hughey Avenue, Orlando. In 
summary, Luna stated the following: 

Luna and her friends were on vacation and visited the Pulse nightclub. Luna was with her friend, Rebeca 
Hernandez, on the patio area of the nightclub when she heard a "pop," and assumed it was a sound effect by 
the disc jockey . Luna realized something was wrong when she observed club patrons running and exiting out 
the patio door. Luna then ran behind the patrons toward the parking lot on the south side of the building. Luna 
then observed an Orlando PD police officer yelling and instructing people to get out of the nightclub. The police 
officer was armed with a handgun and had it pointed in the direction of the nightclub. 

The OPD officer stood near a blue vehicle that was parked in a parking space facing West Esther Street on the 
south side of the nightclub. Luna described the police officer as a heavy-set white male, tall with light brown 
hair and big ears. 

Luna ran from the nightclub toward West Esther Street. As Luna passed the OPD officer, she heard several 
gunshots and assumed that the shots were being fired by the OPD officer. Luna never saw the police officer 
fire his weapon. Luna never saw Mateen inside the club and was not aware of any other person(s) firing a 
weapon. 

I Video/Sequence of Events (IR #26) 

FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams obtained and reviewed video footage from OPD Officer Ann Mislang's 
vehicle dash camera, Pulse nightclub interior surveillance camera, OPD Mobile Command Unit, OCSO Chase 
helicopter and the Seminole County Sheriffs Office (SCSO) Alert helicopter as it relates to the use of force 
incident. In summary, the aforementioned videos reflect the following: 

Edgewood Officer Michael Myles Body Worn Camera: 
AXON Flex Video 2016-06-12-0207 
Length: 19 minutes 3 seconds 

Description: The video was retrieved from Edgewood Officer Michael Myles' body camera. The video shows 
Officer Myles exiting his patrol vehicle at the nightclub. While Officer Myles is standing behind a vehicle and 
facing the south side of the nightclub, Officer Michael Napolitano is observed throwing an object [baton] 
through a window. 
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Elapsed Time: 

A 01 :42 seconds : Officer Napolitano throws his baton through a window on the south side of the 
nightclub 

Surveillance video 
OPD marked vehicle's dash camera #8959 
Length : 12 minutes 23 seconds 

Description: Video was retrieved from a stationary dash camera from Officer Ann Mislang's assigned patrol 
vehicle [#8959]. The video depicts patrons running from Pulse nightclub while several gunshots could be heard 
in the background. Detective Gruler was also observed firing approx imately three rounds from his handgun in 
the direction of the nightclub . 

Elapsed Time: 

A. 00:23 seconds : Detective Gruler and an unknown police officer run in the roadway toward the front 
hood of a marked patrol vehicle 

B. 00:48 seconds: Detective Gruler fired one round in the direction of the nightclub , walks out of the view 
of the camera and two additional muzzle flashes can be seen and heard from his position. 

Surveillance video 
Interior Camera of Pulse Nightclub from Camera #4 (no audio) 
Length : 18 minutes 47 seconds 

Interior Camera of Pulse Nightclub from Camera #5 (no audio) 
Length: 19 minutes 

The time stamp on the video is not accurate and is approximately one hour and thirteen minutes behind the 
actual time. For example, the stamp says 00:57, but the actual time is 02:11 hours. 

Description : Video was retrieved from camera #4 and #5 of the Pulse nightclub and provided to FDLE by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The footage is an overhead view of the west side bar . The video depicts 
OPD and Belle Isle police officers behind a bar and pointing their weapons west of their position . The footage 
shows debris falling off the counter as Lieutenant Scott Smith and Sergeant fire their 
weapons . 
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Elapsed Time: 

A. 04:56 [2:15 a.m. approximate actual time, 01 :02:20 timestamp] Lt. Smith and Sgt.- stood 
behind a bar and fired their rifles to the west toward the south bathroom. 

Surveillance video 
OPD Mobile Command Unit 
Length: 2 hours 30 seconds 

Description: The video footage was retrieved from a stationary camera from the top of the OPD Mobile 
Command Unit. The video is an overhead view and the view of the incident is partially obstructed by trees. The 
footage shows an explosion to the west side wall of the nightclub, a SWAT armored vehicle [BearCat] 
penetrating and breaching the west side wall while SWAT members extracted several victims from the building. 
The video also shows when the BearCat quickly penetrated the northwest wall, SWAT members were 
observed firing several rounds in the direction of the building. 
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Elapsed Time: 

A 01 :32:01: (5:01 a.m. approximate actual time) An explosion to the west side wall is observed. 

B. 01:38:03-01:44:45: (5:07 a.m. to 5:13 a.m. approximate actualtime) The BearCat breaches the west 
side wall/south restroom while SWAT members are escorting several victims from the building. 

C. 01:44:46-01:45:21: (5:13 a.m. to 5:14 a.m. approximate actualtime) The BearCat moves to the north 
restroom, two distraction devices are deployed. The BearCat repeatedly breaches the northwest wall 
and SWAT members can be seen firing several rounds in the direction of the wall. 

Surveillance video 
OCSO Chase Helicopter 
Length: 50 minutes 49 seconds 

Description: The video shows the Chase helicopter flying above the Pulse nightclub while police officers are 
escorting victims from the building. The footage also shows several SWAT members firing their weapons on 
the west side of the nightclub. 

Elapsed Time: 

08:44 Several SWAT members fired rounds in the direction of the west side of the nightclub. 

Surveillance video 
SCSO Alert Helicopter 
Length: 16 minutes 39 seconds 

Description: The video shows SWAT members along the west side of the nightclub area prior to the use of 
force incident. This video does not capture the use of force incident. 

I Firearms (IR #33) 

SA Alphonso Williams obtained all firearms that were used by Orlando PD and Orange County SO during this 
use of force incident. On June 15, 2016, these weapons were forwarded to FDLE Firearm's Section where test 
fires were generated. These test fires were turned over to the FBI on June 17, 2016. Test fires analyses were 
conducted on the following weapons: 

FDLE Agency Description 
Item# Exhibit# 

1 AW1 One 45 Auto caliber Glock model 21 pistol, serial number KVR160 (Deputy Cavis' handgun, 
utilized by Deputy Futch) 

2 AW2 One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP semiautomatic pistol, serial number 163-002969 
(Deputy Cavis' rifle) 

3 AW3 One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP semiautomatic pistol, serial number 163-003328, 
and one siaht (Seraeant Westerberg's rifle) 

9 DG1 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J008379, one magazine, and twenty-six 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Sergeant -
rifle} 

10 DG2 Jne 357 SIG caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number U730227, one 
magazine, and six 357 SIG caliber cartridaes (Officer Stanley's handaun) 

11 DG3 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J008378, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Sergeant 

rifle} 
12 DG4 One 9mm Luger caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number UU625951, 

one magazine, fifteen 9mm Luger caliber cartridges, and one sealed manila envelope listed as 
containina "{1} 9mm round from chamber" (Detective Gruler's handgun) 
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13 DG5 One 357 SIG caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number UU706099, one 
magazine, and twelve 357 SIG caliber cartridges (Officer Duenas' handgun) 

14 DG6 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J008377, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Lt. Bigelow's rifle) 

15 DG7 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J008384, one magazine, and twenty-five 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Detective Rivas' 
rifle) 

16 DG8 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J009054, one magazine, and twenty-five 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Officer-
rifle) 

17 DG9 One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP submachine gun, serial number 163-001773, 
one magazine, and twenty-four 45 Auto caliber cartridges (Officer Napolitano's rifle) 

18 DG10 One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial number 
20J008383, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Officer Bishop's 
rifle) 

19 DG11 One 5.56 NATO caliber Knight's Armament model SR-16 Stoner Rifle semi/full automatic rifle, 
serial number KA80004, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges (Lt. 
Smith's rifle} 

Note: The entire crime scene was processed by the FBI. All evidence from the Pulse nightclub and the Medical 
Examiner's Office were recovered and collected by the FBI. 

I Medical Examiner's Report (IR #34) 

The following is a summary of the Medical Examiner's report on Omar Mir Seddique Mateen, prepared by the 
District Nine (9) Associate Medical Examiner, Joshua D. Stephany, dated August 5, 2016. 

Date of Death: June 12, 2016 
County: Orange 
Date and Time of Autopsy: June 13, 2016 at 1500 hours 
Cause of Death: Multiple gunshots wounds 
Manner of Death: Homicide 

I. Penetrating gunshot wound of the head and neck: 
A. Entrance wound on the superior right scalp 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Multifocal subgaleal hemorrhage 
D. Linear and comminuted fractures of the base of the skull and calvaria 
E. Lacerations of the right cerebral hemisphere 
F. Cortical contusions of the cerebral hemispheres 
G. Lacerations of the right cerebellum 
H. Oval defect in the right occipital bone 
I. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature of the posterior rig ht neck 
J. Deformed projectile recovered from the musculature of the right neck 
K. Dlrection of the path of the wound is front to back and downward 

II. Perforating gunshot wound of the right chest: 
A. Entrance wound on the right chest 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature of the right chest 
D. Fractures of the proximal right clavicle 
E. Exit wound on the inferior right neck 
F. Fragments of projectile recovered along the path of the wound 
G. Direction of the path of the wound is right to left and upward 

Ill. Perforating gunshot wound of the right chest: 
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A. Entrance wound on the lateral right chest 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature of the lateral right chest 
D. Exit wound on the lateral right back 
E. Direction of the path of the wound is front to back, slightly right to left, and downward 

IV. Penetrating gunshot wound of the abdomen: 
A. Entrance wound on the right abdomen 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the subcutaneous soft tissue and musculature of the abdomen 
D. Projectile fragment recovered from the subcutaneous soft tissue of the right abdomen 
E. Direction of the path of the wound is right to left and slightly upward 

V. Penetrating gunshot wound of the right lower extremity: 
A. Entrance wound on the posterior right calf 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature of the right lower extremity 
D. Fractures of the right tibia and fibula 
E. Fragmentation of projectile within the soft tissue and musculature of the right lower extremity by x-ray 
F. No fragments recovered from the path of the wound 
G. Direction of the path of the wound is back to front, right to left, and upward 

VI. Perforating gunshot wound of the right foot: 
A. Entrance wound on the bottom of the right foot 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature and soft tissue of the right foot 
D. Fractures of the bones of the right foot 
E. Exit wound on the lateral right foot 
F. Direction of the path of the wound is left to right, front to back, and upward 

VII. Perforating gunshot wound of the right foot: 
A. Entrance wound on the bottom of the right foot 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Lacerations and hemorrhage of the musculature and soft tissue of the right foot 
D. Fractures of the bones of the right foot 
E. Exit wound on the superior aspects of the right foot 
F. Direction of the path of the wound is back to front and upward 

VIII. Perforating gunshot wound of the 2"d digit of the right foot: 
A. Entrance wound on the distal inferior aspects of the 2"d digit if the right foot 
B. Stippling, soot, and muzzle imprint are absent 
C. Fractures of the phalanges of the 2"d digit of the right foot 
D. Exit wound on the superior distal aspect of the 2"d digit of the right foot 
E. Direction of the path of the wound is upward 

IX. Pseudo-stippling of the right face, right ear, and right neck 

X. Blunt force injuries of the torso: 
A. Abrasion and contusion of the lateral right chest 

Toxicology: Negative 
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I Witnesses 

Law Enforcement Witnesses 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement- Orlando Regional Operations Center 
500 West Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida 32801 - (407) 245-0801 

► SAS Daniel Warren ► SA Bill Lee 
► SA Steven Brenton ► SA Alphonso Williams (Case Agent) 
► SA David Hubbard ► SA Craig Beers 
► SA Mark Mynheir ► SA Mark Pellham 
► SA Nicole Miller ► SA Lisa Gundrum 
► SA Danielle Gill 

Orlando Police Department 
100 S. Hu he Ave, Orlando, Florida 32801- 407 246-2401 

► Lt. Jonathan Bigelow ► Officer Ben Chisari 
► Lt. Scott Smith ► Officer Andrew Bishop 
► Sergeant ► Officer Timothy Stanley 
► Sergeant ► Officer Ricardo Duenas 
► Detective Adam Gruler ► Officer Michael Napolitano 
► Detective Raul Rivas ► Officer Jonathan -
► Officer ► Officer Elio Florin 
► Officer Robert Woodyard 

Orange County Sheriff's Office 
2500 W. Colonial Dr, Orlando, Florida 32804 - (407) 254-7000 

► Sergeant Fred Westerberg ► Deputy Matthew Futch 
► Deputy Gerald Cavis 

Belle Isle Police Department 
1600 Nela Ave., Belle Isle, FL 32809-(407) 851-7730 

► Officer Brandon Cornwell 

Civilian Witnesses 

WITNESSES 
Johnathan Amaya 14409 Dulcimer Court, Orlando, FL, 32837 
Christi Wallace-Clarke 9060 Aliso Ridge Road, Gotha, FL, 34734 
Solana Luna 9533 Camp Charles Road, Bailey, NC, 27807 
Rebeca Hernandez 9881 Old Middlesex Road, Middlesex, NC, 27557 

I Conclusion 

FDLE has completed a comprehensive investigation into the use of deadly force by OPD Officers and OCSO 
Deputies. This presentation of facts is based on law enforcement witnesses, civilian witnesses, and physical 
evidence. FDLE submits this investigative summary to the Office of the State Attorney for their review and 
disposition. 
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I Notarizations 

I swear that the foregoing is a true and accurate summary of facts either personally known to me, or derived 
from statements provided to me or to other law enforcement officers during the course of this investigation. 

\Rll.1--+n-~ ~ - BSCRIBED BEFORE ME This 1.1:! day of August, 2016 

Alphonso Williams, Special Agent 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
Orlando Regional Operations Center 
500 West Robinson Street 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
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FDLE 
Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement 

Orlando Regional Operations Center 
500 W. Robinson St. 

Rick Scott, Governor 

Richard L. Swearingen 
Commissioner 

Orlando, Florida 32801-1771 
1-800-226-8521 
·www.fdle .state.fl.us 

Pam Bondi, Attorney General 
Jeff Atwater , Chief Financial Officer 
Adam Putnam, Commissioner of Agriculture 

LA BORA TORY REPORT 
June 15, 2016 

TO: FDLE - Orlando 
500 West Robinson Street 
Orlando, FL 32801-1771 

FDLE NUMBER: 
SUBMISSION: 
AGENCY NUMBER: 

20160507018 
I 
OR-27-0258 

ATTN: Williams , Alphonso Jr. 

Omar Mir Seddique Mateen 

SUBPOENAS PERTAINING TO THIS CASE 
SHOULD REFER TO THE FDLE NUMBER. 

VICTIM(S): 

SUBJECT(S): Gerald Cavis 
Andrew Bishop 4~ -Raul Rivas 
Jonathan Bigelow, et. al. 

Linzee Willette 
Crime Laboratory Analyst 
Firearms Section 

OFFENSE(S): Death Investigation 
Orange County 
6/12/2016 

REFERENCE: 

This repo11 references evidence submitted to the Florida Depa11111ent of Law Enforcement on June 15, 2016 by 
M. Vargas. This report contains conclusions , opinions, and/or interpretations made by the author. 

EVIDENCE: 

FDLE 
Item# 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Agency Description 
Exhibit# 

A WI One 45 Auto caliber Glock model 21 semia utomatic pistol, serial number KVR160 

AW2 

AW3 

AW4 

AW5 

One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP semiautomatic pistol, serial number 
163-002969 

One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP semiautomatic pistol, serial number 
163-003328 , and one sight 

One Glock magazine 

One Heckler & Koch magazine 

II I I II I IIIII II I Ill I IIIII I I Ill I IIIIIII Ill 
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FDLE NUMBER: 20160507018 Submissions: I 

6 

7 

8 

AW6 

AW? 

AW8 

One Heckler & Koch magazine 

One sealed manila envelope listed as containing "13 Speer 45 cartridges" 

Twenty-six 45 Auto caliber cartridges 

RESULTS: 

AWi, 
AW4 

AW2, 
AW5 

AW3, 
AW6 

AW? 

AW8 

The pistol was test fired using the AW 4 magazine and was found to be functional. 

The pistol was test fired using the A W5 magazine and was found to be functional. 

The pistol was test fired using the A W6 magazine and was found to be functional. The sight was 
not further examined. 

The exhibit was not opened or examined. 

Twelve of the cartridges were used to test fire the Exhibit AWi, A W2, and A W3 pistols. The 
remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

REMARKS: 

Tests generated during examination are being returned as FDLE Items 1.1, 2.1, & 3.1 respectively. 

Questions regarding this report should be addressed to: linzeewillette@fdle.state.fl.us. 
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FDLE 
Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement 

Orlando Regional Operations Center 
500 W. Robinson St. 

Rick Scott, Governor 
Pam Bondi, Attorney Genera l 
Jeff Atwater, Chief Financial Officer 

Richard L. Swearingen 
Commissioner 

Orlando, Florida 32801-177 1 
1-800-226-8521 
·www.fdle.state.fl.us 

Adam Putnam, Commissioner of Agriculture 

TO: 

ATTN: 

VICTIM(S): 

LABORATORY REPORT 
June 17,2016 

FDLE - Orlando 
500 West Robinson Street 
Orlando, FL 32801-1771 

Williams, Alphonso Jr. 

Omar Mir Seddique Mateen 

FDLE NUMBER: 
SUBMISSION: 
AGENCY NUMBER: 

20160507018 
2 
OR-27-0258 

SUBPOENAS PERTAlNlNG TO THIS CASE 
SHOULD REFER TO THE FDLE NUMBER. 

SUBJECT(S): Gerald Cavis 
Andrew Bishop -Raul Rivas 
Jonathan Bigelow, et al. 

Linzee Willette 
Crime Laboratory Analyst 
Firearms Section 

OFFENSE(S): Death Investigation 
Orange County 
6/12/2016 

REFERENCE: 

'f his repori references evidence submitted to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement on June 15, 2016 by 
M. Vargas. This report contains conclusions, opinions, and/or interpretations made by the author. 

EVIDENCE: 

FDLE Agency 
Item# Exhibit# 

9 DGl 

10 DG2 

11 DG3 

12 DG4 

Description 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 201008379, one magazine, and twenty-six 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 357 SIG caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number 
U730227, one magazine, and six 357 SIG caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 201008378, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 9mm Luger caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number 
UU62595 l , one magazine, fifteen 9mm Luger caliber cartridges, and one sealed 
manila envelope listed as containing "(l) 9mm round from chamber" 

111111111111111 Ill I IIIII I I II II II I I II I Ill 
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FDLE NUMBER: 20160507018 Submissions: 2 

13 DG5 

14 DG6 

15 DG7 

16 DG8 

17 DG9 

18 DGl0 

19 DGl 1 

One 357 SIG caliber SIG Sauer model P226 semiautomatic pistol, serial number 
UU706099, one magazine, and twelve 357 SIG caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 20J008377, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 20J008384, one magazine, and twenty-five 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 201009054, one magazine, and twenty-five 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 45 Auto caliber Heckler & Koch model UMP submachine gun, serial number 
163-001773, one magazine, and twenty-four 45 Auto caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber SIG Sauer model SIGM400 semiautomatic rifle, serial 
number 20J008383, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 Remington caliber cartridges 

One 5.56 NATO caliber Knight's Armament model SR-16 Stoner Rifle semi/full 
automatic rifle, serial number KA80004, one magazine, and twenty-eight 223 
Remington caliber cartridges 

RESULTS: 

DG I The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Five of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG2 The pistol was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the pistol. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG3 The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Five of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG4 The pistol was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the pistol. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 
The manila envelope was not opened or examined. 

DG5 The pistol was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the pistol. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG6 The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG 7 The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG8 The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

DG9 The submachine gun was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. 
Four of the cartridges were used to test fire the submachine gun. The remaining cartridges were 
not further examined. 

Page 2 of3 



FDLE NUMBER: 20160507018 Submissions: 2 

DGIO 

DGll 

The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Five of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

The rifle was test fired using the submitted magazine and was found to be functional. Four of the 
cartridges were used to test fire the rifle. The remaining cartridges were not further examined. 

REMARKS: 

Tests generated during examination are being returned as FDLE Items 9.1 - 19.1 respectively. 

Questions regarding this report should be addressed to: linzeewillette@fdle.state.fl.us. 
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• Cast Offictr: Williams. Alphonso Jr. 
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• Off,ns, Locorioo: 1912 S. Orange Ave, Orlando flonda 
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• Jurisdiction: Orange County 
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Case Names 

Case hems 

J Departmen1 hem Number!! Packaging Codell hem Type!I Ircm Descrip1ion IJQuantiryHScrial Number 

JAWI llswnox IE:J Glock 21, 4S E:==JIK VR 160 

JAWII !ISME l~ JOnc eniply glock 4S m:igozine l~I 
, .. ,w,s UsME l~JH &K empry 45 magazine IE:::JI 
JAWl6 11s~IE l~JH&:K enlply 4S magazine l~I 
j,,w2 llsweox 1§~ ::= JIHcdder &: Koch UMP 45 1~116J 002969 

JAWJ IJsweox l~JHccklcr &: Koch UMP 45 rifle IE:::JI 16JOOJJ2s 

jAW4 llsME l~JGiock 45 cal Maga.zint lo==JJ 

JoGI llsnox I~ Sig Sauer SigM400 ri0e 223 (Ot)icor- ), one magazine, rwenly-fiv, .223 rounds (QJ201oosm 

Joo10 llsnox l~ JSig Sauer SigM400 rifle 223 (Ofti<er Bishop). one magazine, 1wen1y-eigh1 .223 rounds IE:JJ 20JOOS383 

10011 llseox l~JKn ights Armament Stoner nne .223 (Lieu1enan1 Sm11h), one magazine, 1wcn1y~g h1 223 rounds ICJJK .-\80004 

JDG2 llseox ,~ Sig Sauer P226 pistol .35 7 maplum (Oftiter S1anley), one magazine, si, .35 7 r011nds C]Junom 

JoGJ lls eox ,~ Sig Sauer S1gM400 nne (Sergcanr one-n1nga1.ine., twenty-ei,ghr .223 rounds CJ!201oos31s 

JDG4 lls eox I~ Si11 Sauer P226 pistol 9mm (Officer Gruler), one 9mm round from ch:unbtr, one magazine. fineen 9mm rounds c::]JUU6 l595 1 

Joos llssox ,~ Sig Sauer P226 pistol .357 (Ofticer Duenas), one magazine, lwch·e .37 rounds c::]Juu1 06()9q 

JDG6 jjseox 1§0 Sig Sau<r S1gM400 rifle (Lieu1<nant Bigelow), one m>Bazine, 1wenty-eigh1 .223 rounds c::Jj 201oosm 

11)07 jjsnox j~ Jls,g Sau<r S1g"1400 rille (Dc1ec1ivc Riva.<), one magazine. rwenry-fi,·• .223 rounds lc::Jl20J 008JS4 

joos llseox j~JS,g Sauer S1gM400 rifle .223 (Officer , one maguine, t\,-cnry·SlX .223 rounds lc::JJ20r0090s4 I 
JDG9 llsRox 1§0 HK ump .4S cal,ber (Oi'ticcr Nepolirano). one magazine, twenty-four .4S o:il,b<r rounds CJ J 163·00 I 77J 

JAWI.I !ISME IE:=:]JTe s1 Fires from AWi pisrol ICJI 
JAW2.1 llsm IE:=:]JTesl Fires from AW2 pis10I lc::JI 
IAW31 llsME l~JTest Fires from A \VJ pislol lo==II 

IAWS llsME l~IH&K 45 Cal magazine IE:JI 
IA\1'6 IJsME l~IH &K 4S Cal Magazine ICJI 
IAIV7 llsm IE=:JJ 13 Spee, 45 cartridges 1@=11 

JAWS llsME l~J 26 Spccr45 cartridges l~I 
IAW9 !Is m IE=:JJ 21 Speer 4S Cartridges l~I I 
JAWIO 11s~IE j~JH&K 45 Cal Magazine ICJI I 
J.~w,2 IJsME IE=:JJ I) Speer .45 cartridges 1@=11 I 

i"wn 11s~tE IE=:JJ 21 Speer 45 canridges l~I I 
JAWl4 11s~IE IE=:J l6 Speer .45 C3/tndges IE:11 I 
IAWl7 llsME j E:]J21 Speer canridges l~I I 
JAWIS llsME !~Jone 45 Glock magazine ICJI I 

JDG1 I 11s~IE IE:=:]JTes1 Fires from DOI rifle lr.c=JI I 
1nm, 11'-MF l~lfTP ll;I FirM rrnm n<t'.'. ni'1nl 11,--i , 
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joos.1 l!sME IE::Jlr es, Fires from DG5 pistol lc::::JI 
10061 l!sME IE::J lres1 Fires from DG6 rifle lc::::JI 
joo1.1 llsME IE::J lres1 Fires from 007 rifle lc::::J I 
joos1 l!sME IE::Jl res1 Fires from 008 rifle lc::::J I 
1009.I l!sME jE::J jres1 Fires from 009 firearm lc::::JI 
100101 llsME IE: Jlres, Fires from 0010 rifle lrr=J I 
10011.1 l!sME IE::J lrest Fires from DG 11 rifle lc::::J I 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

~ramis 1JB. ~pala 

~tate ~ttornep 
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®range anb ®.sceola QCountp, jfloriba 

Febrnary 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 

Debora h 13arra 
Chic( Assistant State Atto rney 

Kamil ah L. Perry 
Executin :-Dir~crnr/Gcn eral Counsel 

Ha rold V. Bennett Ill 
Deputy Chief Assistan t Stare Attorney 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258 
Use of Force Review regarding Orlando Police Department Detective Adam Gniler 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force by Orlando Police Department 

Detective Adam Gruler has been completed. rt has been determined that Detective Gruler fired his 

agency issued firearm approximately 7 times during two separate engagements on June 12, 2016. 

The engagements occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida. Based upon the sworn 

statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video evidence and physical evidence located 

at the crime scene, the following facts have been established . 

On June 12, 2016 Detective Gruler was working an off-duty shift at the Pulse Nightclub. 

He was wearing a modified OPD motors unit uniform consisting of a white polo shirt marked with 

Orlando Police insignia and dark tactical pants. He was also wearing a standard Orlando Police 

Department gun belt that carried various equipment including his department issued 9 mm firearm 

and two additional magazines . Ec1ch magazine held 15 cartridge rounds. Detective Gruler drove to 

his off-duty assignment in an unmarked police vehicle. He parked his vehicle on the sidewalk 

located on the south-side of the club. 

At approximately 2:01 am Detective Gruler was standing in front of his vehicle when he 

heard the first of many onslaughts of gunfire coming from inside the club. Detective Gruler took 

cover behind a vehicle and called out "shots fired" on his police radio. He identified the shots 

415 North O range Avenu e - P.O. Box 1673 - O rlando, Florida 32801 
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( coming from the west side of the building . Masses of people exited , some severely injured . 

Detective Gruler heard another long onslaught of gunfire with a brief pause and then a continuation 

of the series of gunshots . Detective Gruler identified the gunshots as coming from what he 

believed to be an assault rifle . He saw two males come out of the south double doors and drop. He 

saw a barrel of a gun and a po11ion of the body of the person who held the firearm. He watched as 

the shooter shot those two people . Det. Gruler then fired 4 rounds towards the shooter. His shots 

appear to have impacted the right double door. There is no evidence that suggests his projectiles 

strnck the shooter or any civilians who were present. 

The shooter continued back in the club . Det. Gruler moved towards the fence line on the 

south side of the club and was able to see the shooter casually walk through the west bar shooting 

projectiles into people . 

The shooter then moved east inside the club towards the patio area . Following the sounds 

of the gunshots, Detective Grnler also moved to the east side of the club . From his position on 

Orange Avenue , Detective Gruler looked through the open patio gate and saw the shooter . The 

shooter was the only person standing and Det. Gruler witnessed the shooter continue to fire 

projectiles into people who were already down and injured on the dance floor. Detective Gruler 

then fired 3 additional rounds at the shooter from his position on or near Orange Avenue. There is 

no evidence that suggests his projectiles struck the shooter or any civilians who were present. 

Detective Gruler fired his agency issued firearm approximately 7 times during two separate 

engagements . Given the totality of the circumstances, it is my opinion that each time Detective 

Gruler fired his weapon he was firing in response to what he reasonably believed was a deadly 

threat to himself and others . Therefore, there will be no criminal charges brought forward 

pertaining to the actions of Detective Grnler. 

Aramis D . Ayal~ 
State Attorney 
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February 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, Assistant State Attorney 

D eborah Barra 
Ch ief A:.::-:b:rn1lt Statt! Atto rney 

Kamilah L. Perry 
Executin~ Directnr/Gt'nera l Cou n~el 

Ha rold V. B ennett Ill 
Deputy Chief Assistant State Atto rney 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding Orlando Police Department Lt. Scott Smith 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by Orlando police 

Depariment Lt. Scott Smith on June 12, 2016 has been completed. lt has been determined that Lt. 

Smith fired his agency issued firearm during 3 separate engagements at the Pulse Nightclub. These 

engagements occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida. Based upon the sworn 

statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video evidence and physical evidence at the 

scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 Lt. Smith responded to an active shooter call at Pulse Nightclub. Lt. 

Smith was armed with his agency issued assault rifle when he ordered another officer to break a 

glass window and they entered the club. Prior and during entry, he heard shots being fired from 

the direction of the bathrooms on the west side of the building. The shooting stopped moments 

after he entered. ln the parking lot and inside the club Lt. Smith witnessed multiple people who 

were deceased due to gunshot wounds. He also saw an empty rifle magazine on the floor when he 

entered the club. 

Lt. Smith took a position behind a bar that directly faced the corridor leading to the north 

and south bathrooms. He focused his attention on the bathroom doors anticipating the shooter 

reemerging. Approximately I 1 minutes after taking his position, the door to the south bathroom 

opened. Lt. Smith saw an individual crouching low and peeking out the door. Lt. Smith ordered 

the individual to show him his hands. The individual did not comply. Believing this person to be 

the terrorist , Lt. Smith fired his rifle three times. 
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( The shots fired by Lt. Smith did not strjke that individual. A few moments later, that same 

individual (a civilian) exited the bathroom with his hands up. Lt. Smith did not fire his weapon 

and the individual was escorted safely out of the club by members of law enforcement. 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for Lt. Smith to believe the 

civilian fired upon was the terrorjst. The individual did not obey his lawful commands and his 

movements suggested he was trying to gain a tactical advantage when he opened the door. As a 

result, Lt. Smith's actions were justifiable and no criminal charges will be brought forth for this 

encounter. 

Due to the events turning into a hostage situation rather than an active shooter, Lt. Smith 

eventually exited the club, but remained on scene. Approximately 3 hours later, Lt. Smith heard 

shots being fired from the north bathroom. Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash 

bangs to distract the terrorist which resulted in the terrorist appearing in a hole in the concrete on 

the west side of the building. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The 

terrorist fired his handgun a minimum of two times at members of law enforcement. Upon seeing 

the terrorist, Lt. Smith fired his agency issued rifle an unknown amount of times at the terrorist. 

The terrorist eventually fell backwards. 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for Lt. Smith to believe his 

life and the life of his fellow officers were in danger. Lt . Smith's actions were justifiable and no 

criminal charges will be brought fo1th for this encounter. 

After seeing the terrorist fall, Lt. Smith approached him. The terrorist had his handgun 

within arm's reach and had what appeared to be a battery pack and wires on or about his person. 

To ensure the terrorist was deceased and no longer a threat, Lt. Smith fired one projectile into the 

terrorist. 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for Lt. Smith to believe the 

terrorist still had the ability to harm or kill others, therefore, the actions of Lt. Smith were justifiable 

and no criminal charges will be brought forth regarding his conduct during this encounter. 

4w ,!l~ 
Aramis D . Ayala 
State Attorney 
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February 13, 20 I 9 

Orlando Rolon, Chief oft he Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 

D eborah Barra 
Chief Assistan t State Attn m er 

Kamil ah L. Perry 
Executi,·~ Dir~ctnr/Ge1)c ral c{)lJ l) ,-:.~l 

Harold V. Benn ett Ill 
Depury Chief Assistant State At torn ey 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding Orlando Police Department Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by Orlando Police 

Depa1i ment Sergeant on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It has been 

determined that Sgt. - fired his agency issued firearm during 2 separate engagements at 

the Pulse Nightclub. These engagements occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida. 

Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video evidence and 

physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 20 I 6 Sgt. - responded to an active shooter call at Pulse Nightclub. 

Sgt. - was armed with his agency issued assault rifle when he entered the club. Prior and 

during entry, he heard shots being fired from the direction of the bathrooms on the west side of the 

building. The shooting stopped moments after he entered. ln the parking lot and inside the club 

Sgt. - witnessed multiple people who were injured and deceased due to gunshot wounds. 

Sgt. - along with other officers, took a position behind a bar that directly faced 

the corridor leading to the no11h and south bathrooms. He focused his attention on the bathroom 

doors anticipating the shooter reemerging. Approximately 11 minutes after taking his position, the 

door to the south bathroom opened. Sgt. - saw an individual crouching low and peeking 

out the door. Sgt. - and Lt . Smith ordered the individual to show him his hands. The 
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( individual did not comply . Believing this person to be the terrorist , Sgt . - fired his rifle 

one time. 

The shot fired by Sgt. - did not strike that individual. A few moments later, that 

same individual (a civilian) exited the bathroom with his hands up. Sgt. - did not fire his 

weapon and the individual was esco11ed safely out of the club by members of law enfor cement. 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances , it was reasonable for Sgt .- to believe 

the civ ilian fired upon was the terrorist. The individual did not obey his lawful commands and his 

movements suggested he was trying to gain a tactical advantage when he opened the door . As a 

result , Sgt . - actions were justifiable and no criminal charges will be brought forth for this 

encounter. 

Due to the events turning into a hostage situation rather than an active shooter, Sgt . 

- eventually exited the club, but remained on scene . Approximately 3 hours later, Sgt . 

- heard shots being fired from the no11h bathroom . Upon hearing the shots fired, officers 

utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist which resulted in the terrorist appearing in a hole in 

the concrete on the west side of the building . The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a 

handgun . The terrorist fired his handgun a minimum of two times at members oflaw enforcement. 

Upon seeing the terrorist , Sgt. - fired his agency issued rifle an unknown amount of times 

at the terrorist. The terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the 

scene . 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for Sgt .- to believe 

his life and the life of his fellow officers were in danger. The actions of Sgt. - were 

justifiable and no criminal charges will be brou ght forth for this encounter . 

Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 





Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

© rnmi5' ]]El. ~p nln 

~tat£ ~ttornep 
~ int{J Jfubicinl QC.irrnit 

®rnnuc nnb ®.Scrofo QCou11tp, jfloribn 

February 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Rau I Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida . Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building. 

415 Norrh O r;rngc . ,·cm1c - P.U. 13n:-.: 16n - lJ rl,rnclti, Fl,-1ricb 32801 
407-836-2400 



To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom , the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene . The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency-fired their weapons: 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

Jlj,wJJ# 
Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 

Haro!J V. 1:k nnett Il l 
Orpur 1· Cl 1id-:\ . .::-1-.:r:,.nr Sr.He' .~m)rncy 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida. Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub . Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to tbe west side concrete wall of the building. 

-\15 Norrh O r,u1s_:c .A,·cnuc - 11.(1 . 13L)X 167,- l rLmdo, Fk1rid,1 3280L 
407-8:3 )-2400 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom . As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom , the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms . The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist , 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons: 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances , it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

JL JJJA 
Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Departme11t 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 

Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida . Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence , video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established . 

On June 12, 2016 the above I isted members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

norih bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building . 

4 I 5 Norrh Or :rnf;c .A,·c11uc - P. l 1. 13-1:--: 1671 - lJrLrnd o, Fk)rid,1 3 280 l 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired , officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley approximately 5 

Officer unable to determine 

Detective Raul Rivas a minimum of 13 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow approximately 4 

Officer Ricardo Duenas a minimum of 9 

Officer Andrew Bishop unable to determine 

Officer Michael Napolitano approximately 1 

Sergeant approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable. No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter . 

~ J)=rf__Jt 
Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Depariment: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub . This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida. Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building . The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building. 

415 North O rnngc A,·emic - 11.1... . I),):,; 1671 - O rlnndn, H ori -la 3280 l 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms . The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun . The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable. No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter . 

JowJJJJt 
Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department : 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 20 J 6 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occuJTed within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida. Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the tenori st was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building . The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building. 

415 \m h C r:rngc .An ::nuc - l'.\.J. Bnx 1671 - lJ rhrnd ,\ Florid,1 32801 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun . The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene . The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances , it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter . 

~ SJJl 
A.ramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida. Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have bee n established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in tbe 

notih bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building. 

415 Norrh O rnngc A\·cnllc - l' .1...1. B\)X 1671 - () rlancio, FhHida 3280 L 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom . 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency-fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt . Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approxin1ately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 3 0 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger . Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable. No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

J ,~,,YdJl 
Aramis D. Ayala: 
State Attorney 
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February 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 

Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occutTed within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida. Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence , video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established . 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an actjve 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub . Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

no1ih bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices . Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the building. 

415 North O r:111gc A\·cn uc - I).( ) . !) ,)X l )7) - O rland o, Florid,, 328 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun . The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members oflaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist , 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency-fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt . Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore, every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable. No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter . 

Jr,kW JJ JJ& 
Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida . Based upon the sworn statements of the people present , ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established . 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub . Upon arrival , multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the west side concrete wall of the buildin g. 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall . One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom . 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun. The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members of law enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist , 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene . The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons: 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately J 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances , it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

w ill be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

~w S -rfJl 
Aramis D . Ayala 
State Attorney 
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Febrnary 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258 , Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer ~it ano 
Sergeant --

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed . It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms durin g 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub . This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida . Based upon the sworn statements of the people present , ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the fo llowing facts have been established . 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Ni ghtclub . Upon arriva l, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building . The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive dev ices . Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to the wes t side concrete wa ll of the building . 

-115 'Nrh (_ rn1H.:L' . \'.:'IHI C - l'.l . 1\1):o; 10; - Orl.rntlo, Fk1ri,l.1 32SOL 
-!(L8. 3 )-24() 



To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club , a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom. As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom. 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result, the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms. The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun . The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members of Jaw enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist , 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene . The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanl ey 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt . Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 3 0 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore , every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

Jw YJL/J, 
Aramis D. AyaIP 
State Attorney 
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February 13, 2019 

Orlando Rolon, Chief of the Orlando Police Department 

Aramis D. Ayala, State Attorney 
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Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Case# OR-27-0258, Use of 
Force Review regarding the following Law Enforcement Officers from Orlando 
Police Department: 

Officer Tim Stanley 
Officer 
Detective Raul Rivas 
Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Sergeant 

A review of the investigation into the use of deadly force used by the above listed law 

enforcement members of the Orlando Police Department on June 12, 2016 has been completed. It 

has been determined that these members of your agency fired their agency issued firearms during 

an engagement at the Pulse Nightclub. This engagement occurred within the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

of Florida . Based upon the sworn statements of the people present, ballistic evidence, video 

evidence and physical evidence at the scene, the following facts have been established. 

On June 12, 2016 the above listed members of law enforcement responded to an active 

shooter at Pulse Nightclub. Upon arrival, multiple patrons of the club had been killed or wounded 

by an armed terrorist. It became known to your officers that the terrorist was positioned in the 

north bathroom located on the west side of the building. The terrorist was with hostages and 

heavily armed. He also claimed to have explosive devices. Your officers were positioned in the 

grassy field that lead directly up to tbe west side concrete wall of the building. 
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To rescue civilians who were trapped in the club, a series of holes were created in this 

concrete wall. One of the five holes ultimately created was at the end of the hallway between the 

two bathrooms and another hole was made along the exterior wall of the south bathroom . As 

officers were actively pulling civilians through the hole created in the south bathroom, the terrorist 

fired additional shots in the north bathroom . 

Upon hearing the shots fired, officers utilized 2 flash bangs to distract the terrorist. As a 

result , the terrorist appeared in a hole in the concrete at the end of the hallway between the 

bathrooms . The terrorist was armed with an assault rifle and a handgun . The terrorist fired his 

handgun a minimum of two times towards members of law enforcement. Upon seeing the terrorist, 

all of the listed officers from your agency fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The 

terrorist eventually fell backwards and was ultimately pronounced dead at the scene . The following 

is a breakdown of how many times each member of your agency fired their weapons : 

Officer Tim Stanley 

Officer 

Detective Raul Rivas 

Lt. Jonathan Bigelow 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Officer Andrew Bishop 

Officer Michael Napolitano 

Sergeant 

approximately 5 

unable to determine 

a minimum of 13 

approximately 4 

a minimum of 9 

unable to determine 

approximately 1 

approximately 30 

Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all of the above members 

of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger . Therefore, every time 

each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable . No criminal charges 

will be brought forth for their actions during this encounter. 

JowS4Jb 
Aramis D. Ayal~ 
State Attorney 
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STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
ST A TEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Detective Adam Gruler 

FDLE Special Agent Alphonso Williams 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

June 17, 2016 

IR16-46 

FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers 
:FBI Special Kevin Farrington 
Attorney Jason Bankowitz 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 0939 Hours 

AW: We're on tape. Special Agent Alphonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement Today's date is June 17, 2016. Time is approximately 0939 in the morning. I am at 
FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West Robinson Street, City of Orlando. This is 
in reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258, which is a police use of force investigation that 
began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub. That's 1912 South Orange Avenue, Orlando. 
And I'm conducting an interview with Detective Adam Gruler? 

AG: Correct. 

AW: Of the Orlando Police Department. Conductng the interview with me is FDLE Special Agent 
Craig Beers and FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is Jason 
Bankowitz, Detective Gruler's attorney. Detective Gruler for the record I would like to clarify 
that this is a voluntary statement being given by you as part of the criminal investigation into the 
shooting incident and that you are not being compelled in any way to provide this statement. At 
any time you are free to terminate these proceedings and leave, do you understand? 

AG: I do. 

AW: Okay. With that said do you understand that this voluntary statement is being taken as pati of the 
criminal investigation and that it is not Internal Affairs administrative statement? 

AG: Correct. 

AW: Okay. At this time could you raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you are about to 
provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 
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AG: I do. 

AW: Okay. Just prior to this interview have you reviewed any video or recording of this incident? 

AG: I have not, no. 

AW: Okay. Would you please state your full name? 

AG: Detective Adam T. Gruler, G-r-u-1-e-r. 

AW: Alright and your currently employed by the Orlando Police Department correct? 

AG: That is correct. 

AW: And how long have you been employed with OPD? 

AG: Uh, just shy of 15 years. 

AW: Uh, and on the date of the incident were you performing your duties as a police officer? 

AG: I was, yes. 

AW: And what did your duties consist of? 

AG: I was working extra duty at the Pulse Nightclub, located at 1912 South Orange Avenue, which is 
within the City of Orlando uh, limits. And I've been working that club for approximately a year 
and a half to two years now. 

AW: Okay. And what time did your shift start? 

AG: Uh, the typical shift is from 11 :30 p.m. to 3 :30 a.m. Um, that evening I believe I arrived around 
11 :40 since I went and grabbed a cup of coffee before my anival. 

AW: Okay. Uh, what uniform were you wearing at the time? 

AG: Uh, at the time I was wearing sort of a .... modified uniform just for comfort. I'm a motor officer 
and I had left a motor's detail which is um, motorcycle boots, motor riding britches and a white 
Polo shirt. The boots, after several hours, will hurt your feet. So I had changed to my ... my boots 
into regular uh, tactical boots and 511 pants. So it wasn't a traditional uniform but it was still a 
full uniform that we have uh, utilized in the past. 

AW: Okay. Were you in your uh, police vehicle? 

AG: I operate an unmarked vehicle which is a Dodge Journey. It does not have any insignia, it does 
have lights and sirens behind tinted windows. 

AW: Okay and what color is the vehicle? 
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AG: Uh, like a dark gray. 

AW: Were you easily identifiable as a police officer? 

AG: Yes. 

AW: What weapon were you carrying? 

AG: My duty issued Sig Sauer 9mm. 

AW: How many types of magazines were you carrying? 

AG: Uh, standard issue, three uh, magazines. One in the firearm and two on the belt. 

AW: What is the maximum rounds of your magazines? 

AG: Uh, 15 each, plus one uh, round for the chamber of the firearm. 

AW: Okay at this point what I'm going to do is I'm going to turn it over to you and tell me how you 
becarne involved in this incident. 

AG: So that evening again I arrived about 11 :40. I had stopped down at the WaWa for a cup of coffee 
prior to the shift starting. Uh, signed 10-8 or on duty with the Comm Center via the radio. Um, as 
the Oscar number, Oscar 753 um, with an ending time of approximately 0330 in the morning. 

Um, parked my car on the south side of the building which is parallel to Esther Street. E-s-t-h-e-r 
on the sidewalk. That is where I've always parked my vehicle. That's where all the other off duty 
officers that work the club have always parked their vehicles. Um, that's positioned right in front 
of the main door to the club and also has a view of the double doors uh, coming out of the 
southside of the building. 

Um, within about 15, 20 minutes of being there a security officer notified me that there was a 
patron that had passed out on the sidewalk and he was concerned for him. I went over there um, 
ended up determining that he needed to be transported to the hospital. We notified OFD. Um, he 
was transported. The frirned that was with him was taken away by another friend who was sober 
um, and resolved that. Um, a little while after that, probably the one'ish hour, um, Ajai (sp) one 
of the managers came to me and said that she had been informed by the club promoter that a 17 
year old was potentially inside the club and had entered under a ID of somebody else. We 
entered the club, she identified the individual to me, um, we went. .. we entered through the main 
door, went through the main dance floor out to the patio where I made contact with him. Asked 
him to come outside and speak with me. While we were standing at the main door outside .. .I 
asked him for his identification. He said he didn't have any, his friend had it. But I could see he 
had a wallet in his pocket. A bulge indicate ... a large bulge like a typical wallet. As I went to take 
hold of his right arm to detain him um, he took off running. It's a 17 year old. I didn't see him 
drinking. I looked at him, said "alright dude have a good night". Um, he ran across the street to 
the Dunkin Donuts, he stopped and was yelling whatever he was yelling, "you're not going to 
touch me, you 're not going to do nothing to me" whatever. And so I started to walk towards him 
um, and he took off running across Orange Avenue and into the neighborhood. Um, at that point 
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I called onto to the Orlando police radio requesting for a backup unit to just do an area check 
with the neighborhood for the 17 year old that I had some misdemeanor charges of resisting an 
officer without violence. And that if they found him I would make the ... make the arrest. 

Um, spoke with the club managers Ajai and Brian along with the promoter, who I don't know his 
name, um, and was provided with the 17 year old's name. Appartnely he is a known person that 
they ... they know somehow. So I pulled him up on my DAVID on the computer. They said "Yep 
that's him" and I said "alright let me go and I'll. . .I'll just go drive the neighborhood see if I can 
find him". So I left property. I was off property I believe about 20 minutes. Um, never 
identified ... or never located the juvenile. Uh, came back on the property, parked my vehicle 
again where um, I always park. Um, and at that point it was just before 2:00. Um,usually at 2:00 
a.m. I will move from standing in the area of my car over towards the valet, who are standing at 
their podium in the middle of the uh, the driveway to kind of keep the flow of things going. 
People like to come out and hang out and they'll back up the valet folks from doing their job. 

Um, so I was standing at the front of my car um, when I heard gunshots coming from within the 
building. lnstantously knew exactly what it was. There was no question as to, it wasn't the 
music, the DJ's do play gunshots in their music and it drives me nuts. I absolutely hate that -
soundtrack. Um, but it was not gunshot mix in. I instantously knew that it was a ... a live shooter 
inside the club. 

Um, there is ... was a vehicle that was parked in the parking lot facing south at an angle uh, just 
away from the main doors. Uh, took cover behind that. Um, called out "shots fired, shots fired, 
shots fired" on the radio. Um, drew my service weapon uh, was pointing it at the club. Um, 
based on my count I identified the ... the first series of shots coming from the west side of the 
building. The building's broken up into essesstially three ... three bars. Uh, there's the west bar, 
the main dance floor and the patio bar. Um, as I'm looking at the main doors, I see the main 
doors open There's a .... um, Hispanic female who is banging on the door. The main door is a big 
steel door with a plexiglass insert. Um, when that door slams shut it's very loud and it can sound 
like that of a small caliber gunshot. Um, and she's banging. So at that moment I thought I'm 
going to .. .! going to just yell at this girl because I just called "shots fired" and it's her banging 
on the door. Um, but she stopped and the shooting continued. 

So I knew it was not her. Um, what seemed like forever went by uh but at one point just masses 
of people started flowing out of the building from every crevice they could. The ... the main 
doors, the side palio gate, um, the double doors on the south side. Um, the shooting continued. 
There was the first series, when the first shots went off I thought it was a handgun. But then as 
the shooting of the first series continued I knew it became a long gun because of the number of 
rounds that was expended. The uh, there was ... there was a pause and then another, what I called 
volley. Another series of.. .of rounds. Um, victims staiied coming out, bleeding. Um, there was 
somebody, I don't know if male or female but they were wearing white and you could just see 
red on them. 

At that point I'm still taking cover uh, by the vehicle that's parked in the parking lot away from 
my patrol vehicle, or my unmarked vehicle. But thtat was only about, my vehicle was about I 0, 
15 feet away. Started yelling at everybody "run, run, run, go, go, go". Um, it was an active 
shooter, I identified it as a long gun. I was outpowered. I had a handgun, he had a long gun. Um, 
it was me, our training is not to engage solo when we're out powered. We train, for an active 

Zachary Blair
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shooter, to advance towards an active shooter with a team. Um, so I was waiting for additional 
units to show up. Um, I remember speaking on the radio uh, "He's still shooting, he's still 
shooting" um, I think I you know, said "get me people here now" or something. It seemed like 
forever that I was by myself. Uh, at one point I see two individuals, I believe they were males 
coming out of the south double doors and then drop right there. Um, and then I began to see the 
barrel of a ... of a gun come out. Um, and then some portion of a body, a shoulder, an elbow um, 
emerge directly behind that.. .and there were gunshots from that long gun at those two victims 
that dropped. 

Um, at that point I identified that as a shooter:Um, fearful for my life and the lives of others um, 
and the shooting continued, I discharged my firearm anywhere from two to six times on the first 
engagement. I don't. .. I don't know my round count. Um, impacting the right double door, which 
is where the shooter was coming from. Um, that caused ... that caused him to retreat in. I 
repositioned towards the west of where I initially was uh, to another vehicle that was parked 
along uh, the dumpsters, there's a fence there. Uh, there was a vehicle parked there which is the 
VIP parking area. That gave me a view inside the ... the club, the right double door was all the 
way open. The left douoble door was about halfway open um, being blocked by one of the 
bodies. Saw the shooter casually just walk through the west bar towards the north end of the 
building um, shooting rounds into bodies as he just stepped over them. Barn, barn, barn, 
barn ... nobody was running at this point, there was just bodies on the ground. 

Um, I didn't have a shot at that point. I don't...or actually I don't even know if! engaged at ... at 
that point. !...my only focus was watching the ... the shooter putting rounds in the bodies that 
were down. Um, and he started to proceed to the east and there's a door, a glass door, um, that 
goes between the west bar and the main dance floor area. At some point I turned, I saw an OPD 
officer had arrived. Um, I don't even know who he is. I repositioned over to the east side of the 
business knowing that there was a back alleyway on the north that leads to the patio. Um, and uh, 
another doorway that goes from the main floor to the patio. As I repositioned um, the patio gate 
was open. The door going from the main dance floor to the patio was open and I saw him cross 
from the left to the right, so from the south side of the main dance floor to the north side of the 
main dance floor. Um, again gun was down, um, anywhere from 45 down vertical um, still 
shooting into bodies that were down. At that point I didn't see anybody, other than him, standing. 

Um, I was standing in the parking lot um, somewhere near the sidewalk to the middle portion of 
the parking lot looking straight the opening of the patio door, the door going into the club. Um, 
and I knew I had a .. .! had a shot. He ... the active shooter, he's continuing. At that point I fired 
two more times before he was out of my view. Um, again um, firing at him for a ... for fear of 
loss of additional life that. .. that was occurring. There was a momentary pause for me at 
somewhere in that moment or time frame. I thought about my family, my wife and my children 
and made the conscious decision, "I will not die tonight". 

A patrol officer was on the Orange Avenue side, several patrol. .. at that point, I could ... I guess 
hundreds of officers had shown up. Um, but a female patrol officer who was there, had taken 
cover behind the front of her vehicle, some additional officers were along side her. Um, I know 
on the radio at one point, one of the lieutenants I don't know who, was saying "If it's an active 
shooter, get a team and engage". Um and at that point we did have a team. Um, I looked at the 
female officer, I said "Long gun up front, we're going up to that fenceline, we're going in 
through that. .. that. .. that patio gate". Um, I have been told that I gave a briefing to this officer. I 
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don't know what I said. I've been told that uh, I gave a description. What kind of long gun he 
had or what type of firearm he had and where he was and what he was doing. I don't recall any 
of that. Um, I recall that he was .. .I estimated him, when I first saw him to be about 6' I" either a 
light skinned black male or Hispanic male. Um, I don't recall anything of facial. .. I never saw a 
face. It was always either facing away from me or side view. Um, I don't recall any shirt ... but I 
believed that he may have been wearing khaki shorts but I don't know. 

Um, we put a team together, we advanced up onto the fence. I know Sergeant Ira Morris arrived 
with a shield. So we called him up to the front. Um, and just prior to making entry into the patio 
the shooting stopped for an extended period. At this point there had been mutlitple 
volleys ... multiple pauses. Uh, "bang, bang, bang, bang, bang ... pause, bang, bang, bang, bang 
pause". Um, and I knew he was reloading. The pauses were enough time for a reload. Uh, but 
there was an extended pause at this point. Um, so now that caused us to pause and determine, try 
to make the decision did we still have an active shooter. Uh, was he down, did I. .. did I down 
him. Um, or was he contained, what. .. how was this ... how has this situation changing for us and 
our reaction at this moment. Um, then the shooting started again. Uh, and at some point and I 
don't remember how or why or where, I. .. left from that team and Lieutenant Scott Smith had 
arrived with an assault rifle um, and was advancing on the main door. Um, and somehow I ended 
up, not directly with him, but in the area of his team advancing on the main door. Um, there was 
a female that was down on the parking lot, uh, right in the center of the road. Um, who had been 
shot multiple times. And officer or two was trying to get her extracated. Um, I holstered at that 
moment uh, and helped get her into a truck. And they just left. At some point, I don't know how 
or who but the main window was shattered out. Um, and then entry was made in through the 
main window. Uh, I joined the group going in. Um, and at some point, and I don't know who 
made this determination or how it came about that he was contained in a bathroom on the west 
end of the bar. 

The main dance floor had about, I estimated 25 plus bodies um, just scattered everywhere. Three 
of them were literally laying on top of each other on a stage. Um, they ... we started securing 
different portions of the club. Um, and then brought in additional officers to uh, remove victims. 
Uh, at one point a ... a group of a dozen or so uh, alive and walking victims were sent out from 
somewhere in the main portion of the building towards me. And I just directed them through the 
open window. They ... they had no idea where to go. Um, 911 was on the phone with several 
people who said they were trapped inside of the offices upstairs. Um, I'm familiar with the 
layout of the building, so I was talking with the communciaonts on the radio asking where they 
were. Um, and then I was directing, giving information to Lituenant Smith uh, there's an office 
upstairs, it's accessed via this ladder behind the bar is a door. We can see it from the main dance 
floor behind the DJ booth. Um, he was asking about uh, an upstairs area behind us on the south 
side of the building and uh, we were positioning officers to cover. Um, communicated with the 
radio to have the individuals in that room come out,put their hands up, slowly, listen to our 
commands. Um, some other officers took over. Uh, when they made cointact with them, had 
them come down and then they were extracated. Um and then at one point Lieutenant Smith took 
hold me and said "Okay you're done". And I was removed from the scene and brought to the 
intersection of Kaley and Orange where I was asked to give as much information as I could. And 
then I was removed from the scene altogether. 

AW: Okay. So that concluded your involvement with this incident? 

Zachary Blair
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AG: Correct. 

AW: Okay. What I'm going to do now, I know you gave various locations and positions so I have 
Some diagrams I was able to get from Google maps and a layout, a sketch of the interior of the n 
nightclub. (inaudible). 

KB: Let's use this one and show where you parked around the bulidling and that might be your best 
bet. 

AW: Okay. 

KB: Cause then he can mark it up and ... 

AW: (inaudible) a sketch. 

KB: This is actually a layout of Pulse Nightclub floor plan. 

AW: Does this look familiar to you? 

AG: It does. Um ... 

AW: Okay uh, what I'm going to do is have you to mark where you initially parked your vehicle and 
then prior to the club closing you moved your vehicle to a different location? 

AG: No I. .. my vehicle is always parked in the same place. 

AW: Okay. 

AG: Um, when I ... I reposition myself like where I stand. 

AW: Okay. 

AG: Normally I stand right by my vehicle. 

AW: Okay. 

AG: During ... during the course of a night. Um, sit down in my vehicle, drink my coffee. Walk 
around. Um, you know, there's a .... a ... we've had a burglary or two down Esther Street. So I'll 
just look down Esther Street or walk down ... some ... to just you know, kind of make the night go 
by. But my vehicle always stayed where it's at. Um, so looking at the Google Earth street view 
image of the south side of the building .... um, it runs alongside Esther Street. My vehicle is 
always positioned right here on top of the ... the sidewalk. There's a tree. Um, and then a um, 
some sort of street sign there. Um, so that's where I parked upon my arrival for my shift and then 
when I returned from looking for that juvenile, again parked my vehicle there. 

AW: Okay and at the point where um, you relocated towards the end of the ... when the club was 
getting ready to close where did you, where were you positioned? 
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AG: The car or myself? 

AW: Yourself. 

AG: So typically I would reposition to this area where the valet would be. Um, but. .. and I hadn't yet. 
I was .. .I was getting ready to. But I was just standing out front of my vehicle. Um, because 
it. .. it's ... about. .. it's not like oh 2:00 I'm walking right over here immediately. You know, 
sometimes at 2:00 we'll get a rush. There's no more alcohol sales so everybody wants to leave or 
2: IO everybody's closed out their tabs, then we get a rush. So it's kind of just based upon how 
many people are lingering. I...! try not to force anything ... if...if there's two or three or four 
people just hanging out there's no reason for me to ... to ... to be an asshole and tell them 'You 
have to go". They're ... they're just hanging out, talking to their friends, saying goodbye or asking 
where they're going to meet next or whatever. It's meant. .. it's when the main crowd of a couple 
of hundred come out that "Okay guys we're done for the night, have a good night" you know and 
I try to keep the ... the driveway open for the valet so they can get their cars through. 

Um, so at this point I was still, just prior to the first gunshot, at the front of my vehicle on the 
sidewalk. 

AW: Okay. Let me get you to put a number one and put your initials underneath that. Okay so you 
was approximately within this area when you heard the first gunshots? 

AG: Correct. 

AW: Okay so when you heard the first gunshots where did you move to or ... 

AG: So at that point I repositioned to a vehicle that was parked, I don't know if it was the first stall or 
the second stall but in this general area. I'll put a two there. Um, behind a vehicle. That gave me 
a view essesntially of two sides of the building. The main doors, this ... double doors and the 
patio exit. Um, you can't see the exist door but you can see the ... the corner of the fenceline. 

AW: Okay. And what side of the club are you on now at this point? 

AG: The south side. 

AW: South side okay. You can keep going. 

AG: Um ... 

AW: I'm just tracking your movement now. 

AG: At that. .. I.. .I stayed there um, during the ... the first couple of volleys of gunshots. That's um, 
where I called, as I moved from the front of my car, from one to two um, I. .. I called the shots 
fired. Um, I believe there was a point in time where I may have come into the parking lot. I 
don't. .. I don't specifically remember um, I know that. .. there was soimebody that was just 
standing there. Like on his cell phone. It. . .it amazed me that somebody just was standing there. 
So I think I... I think I came out from the car and grabbed them, yelled at. .. I don't know. I don't 
recall that. But as I'm at the where I've marked as two, I again can see the ... the main door, the 
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double doors. That's when I see the girl that was banging on the main door. And I kind of got 
upset thinking! ... ! just called the cavalry for nothing and everybody's going to be pissed at me 
because of this girl is banging on the door. Um, but again that quickly stopped and it was within 
seconds. Um, and then the shooting continued. Time table wise I don't know um, again it feels 
like forever. Um, but probably after the, somewhere between the second and fourth volley I saw 
two victims come out and fall in the area of the double doors. I was still positioned behind the 
car where I marked two. And then I saw the ... the right double door open and the ... the barrel of a 
long gun come out and these two victims take additional rounds. 

That's when I feared that the gunman was going to continue out the door and engage me. Um, if 
he did I don't know. I don't know if! ever took rounds from him or not. Um, and I feared for the 
safety and lives of these two people that were down that were being shot. Um, and the safety and 
lives of people that I knew were still in the club cause they were ... were not a couple of hundred 
people that were running. So I engaged. Um, that caused him to retreat. From where I've marked 
number two I repositioned to an area along this fence line where I'll mark number three. There 
was a vehicle that was parked in this area. Uh, I took cover from there and was able to see 
straight into the club via the open double doors. Again the right one was all the way open, the 
left one was partially open. Watched him shoot more bodies and transition to the north and then 
to the east. At that point or at some point during this portion, an OPD officer arrived. Um, I don't 
know if I told him anything or said anything. But I repositioned, I moved from where I have 
marked number three through the south side of the parking lot. To a general area of what I'll 
mark as four. 

Um, this white sign is the gate going into the patio. This is a PVC fence directly in line with that 
is a door into the main um, portion of the building. Um, I think I was somewhere near the edge 
of the pavement but I don't know exactly where in this general area, looking through! those 
double ... through those open doors, excuse me when I saw the shooter come from the south to 
the north through the ... what I call the window of my view. But the ... but through the doorway. 
Um, he was probably about mid dance ... well not mid dance floor, he was proablaby about 
midway of the bar. Um, going to the ... the diagram of the building, here's the door, leading from 
the building to the bar, to the patio, and then this is a door that leads from the patio out to the 
parking lot. He was somewhere in this area walking this way. There's a stage ... 

AW: (inaudible) 

AG: Um, again a very short window. Um, probably at the outer range ofmy handgun um, for um, I'm 
sorry ... probably at the outer range of my handgun for ... for being able to take him down. Um, 
but at that point again I watched him just putting rounds into bodies. There was nobody else 
standing it was just him. Um, I knew the club wasn't clear. I knew ... I knew there were people in 
there. Um, and so I engaged again fearing for ... for the lives of anybody that was contained 
inside of the building. Got two rounds off from the very quick view that I had of him. 

AW: And you was at this area? 

AG: I was ... so this is the patio. And then there is the parking lot. And then this is Orange Avenue. I 
was somewhere in this area. Um, I odn't know if I was on the sidewalk, in the bushes, or in the 
road ... or on the parking lot but I believe I was in the area of the parking lot. 
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AW: So that's still at four somewhere? 

AG: Correct. 

AW: We'll put four there for you as well. Okay. 

AG: Um, that's after I engaged the second time um, that's when there was a pause. Um, or .. .l'm 
sorry, before the ... before the pause that's when uh, I spoke with the female officer and ... and we 
stait to put a team together and told her that she was you know long gun up front. Um, she 
was ... she was hunkered down behind ... behind a car and rightfully so, I...! don't want to speak 
for her but she ... she looked scared. I.. .I know I was. Um, and when I said long gun up front, 
she ... she almost had this look of and I'm not laughing of"fuck you I'm not going up front". And 
l do know I said "do I need to take that ... that gun from you". Because I was advancing. We were 
going with or without you. Um, and by no means am I going to speak for her at all. I don't know 
what her mental state was. What her thought process was at all. Um, I know at one point 
she ... she ... she got into the fight. 

Um, her and a couple of the other officers, um, advanced up to the ... the uh, uh, the fence, oh I'm 
sorry, no that's the building. Her and a couple other officers advanced up to the fence line of the 
patio. Just uh, shy of the open gate um, and then um, I believe they came around a back side of a 
patrol car and I came around the front side of the patrol car to start to join them. Segeant Ira 
Morris came up from somewhere to the north with a shield. Um, and then just as we were putting 
a team in place, uh, the ... there was an extended pause of gunfire. Um, so at that point I didn't 
know if ... if my engagement had put him down at all um, or if he was setting up an ambush and 
waiting for us to make entry. Um, and so ... so we ... we had a momentary pause and I want to 
think the momentary pause lasted more than a couple of seconds before we ... we ... we didn't 
make ... I didn't make entry through this gate. Um, but that momentary pause allowed me to see 
Sergeant ... or Lieutenant Smith come up from the east side advancing towards the main door. 
Um, and then the gunfire started again. And then for whatever reason, I don't ... I don't know, I 
don't know if it was I felt more comfortable or ... or why but I felt that there was enough officers 
here for a team. And there was Lieutenant Smith and I believe another officer and I.. .I went to 
join that group. Um, so I left from that area back towards the south side where Lieutenant Smith 
was. 

Um, there was a victim somewhere in this general area. At some point I don't ... I don't know 
when I helped get her into a truck. Somebody pulled up a truck here. Uh, Lieutenant Smith 
approached the large window that has a waterfall that goes into what's .. .I later found out it was 
the reception area. Somehow somebody some ... ! don't know ifit was a gunshot or a ... a ram .. .! 
don't. .. somehow the window the broken out. Um, and then entry was made. Um, I made entry, I 
don't know left or right, these are just ... they're not doors, they're just openings that have uh, 
these like metal bead curtains that hang down. I made entry at some point I came into the main 
dance floor area, stayed in the VIP lounge area, stage area. Um, three bodies on the stage. 
Multiple bodies all throughout. Um, a male victim had taken a gunshot wound to the head. Um, 
and was laying just almost center of the ... of the floor with his head just. .. just butterflied open. 
Um, it was ... it was just chaos. As organized and controlled cast as it possibly could be, uh, 
things started getting secured. Uh, at some point it was determined that the suspect had entered 
into um, the bathroom area. Um, there's two entrances and I wasn't sure which one he had gone 
in to. Um, Lieutenant Smith I know was in the west bar area. Uh, we called in additional officers 

zacharyblair
Highlight



Chief Mina 
IR 16-46A G-FD LE 
Page 11 

um, to start bringing out victims. We ... quickly assessed who was standing in my immediate 
area, no they're dead, they're dead, they're dead. Um, and just trying to find anybody that was 
alive or. .. or potentially alive. 

Um, at some point, excuse me, I was over here. Uh, this is a ... just an opening going from the 
reception area and main bar area into the west bar. Um, I know Lieutenant Smith was behind the 
bar with Sergeant Backhaus, both SWAT team members were behind the bar. 

AW: Can I just get you to put ... Smith and Backhaus. 

AG: Um, I remember Sergeant Backhaus yelling at somebody that was down behind the bar, a victim. 
Um, and I think he said he couldn't move and so he ... he said just stay down. Um, a couple of 
officers were here. I don't know who they were. Um, and I was kind of just stacked up behind 
them and we were covering the ... the ... we were more focused on the, what's identified as the 
men's bathroom door. Uh, because that was what we had a view of the best. We could see the 
other door where I've come to know that the suspect went into. Um, but ... uh, Sergeant Backhaus 
and Lieutenant Smith had that covered. 

Um, at some point, uh, I came away from here. lt...we were ... the officers stacked upon officers 
and I had a handgun and so we ... we put rifles uh, in through this opening to ... to cover. Uh, 
transitioned back out into the main bar area. Um, and at some point Lieutenant Smith, I don't 
know where he came from but he came ... he came out of the west bar area and ... and came into 
the main dance floor bar area with me. Um, I was on with the radio. Um, above where it says 
liquor storage and kitchenette, there is a ladder that goes up from the kitchen to a second floor. 
That second floor houses a DJ that overlooks the main stage and then a small office. Um, that's 
where I was communicating with our dispatch that there were ... they were on with the ... on ... on 
the 911 with victims inside there. And uh, was briefing Lieutenant Smith of what's up there. You 
know, we got ... there's ... this is how ... this is how we either have to access it or they have to 
access it. There's only a ladder, there's no stairs to that one. Um, we extracated them. Um, I 
know there were officers doing their jobs over here off of the patio and the main dance floor 
extracating whoever they located. Once the uh, victims and the ... the uh, office were extracated 
at some point Lieuteuant Smith grabbed me and said "alrigh we're out". Um and I was removed. 

AW: Okay. When you first saw the suspect did you hear him say anything? 

AG No. 

AW: Throughout, throughout thjis encounter, you never heard the suspect say anything? 

AG: No. 

AW: Did the suspect see when you fired rounds at him? 

AG: I don't know. Uh, they ... I know it caused him to go back inside. He did not continue to advance 
out. 

AW: Okay and what weapoin did you see? Were you able to identify a make and model? 
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AG: No. 

AW: Or what caliber weapon? 

AG: No I just saw the ... the uh, long thin barrel of a long gun. Um, I didn't know um, without. .. at this 
point I know it was an AR only because of news coverage. But I didn't know at the time that it 
was an AR. 

AW: Okay and you said throughout you heard several volleys? 

AG: Correct um, the uh, pitch of the gunshots was consistent throughout coming from the same gun. 
There was no change in pitch to indicate a change in caliber that I heard. It was uh, just the ... the 
high pitch and consistent pitch of the same long gun being fired uh, in a steady semi-automatic 
bang, bang, bang, bang. Um ... he had trigger control. He . .. it wasn't bang, bang ... bang, bang, 
bang, it was just a steady squeeze of the trigger bang, squeeze of the trigger bang, squeeze of the 
trigger bang. Um, then when I watched him through the west bar shooting victims that were 
down, it was one or two here, one or two there. Um, as he just casually walked ... he didn't. .. he 
didn't run. He walked um, as there were victims that were down in that west bar. 

AW: Okay and you said that you're not sure ifhe ever saw you? 

AG: 1 don't know. 

AW: Okay. Did you see any officers fire any rounds once uh you made entry into the bar? 

AG: Not that I remember. Um, I think there may have been a round uh, directed at the bathroom. But 
I.. .I don't know. I don't know if that was him; that was us. I don't know if that was just glass 
breaking at that point. It was ... we were inside of that building within two to three minutes of that 
first gunshot. Um, and then once the team started getting in, it. .. it seemed like officers flowed in 
from everywhere. We had him contained, we knew we had him contained. Um, the shooting 
stopped. Um, and so at that point it was containment and rescue. Um, but I don't remember 
seeing anybody fire their firearm inside. 1 know nobody fired on the outside that I saw. 

AW: And he's right here on the west restrooms? 

AG: Yes. 

AW: On the west side? 

AG: Correct. 

AW: Let me get you to just (inaudible). Now when you was inside did you see any civilians walking 
around? 

AG: No uh, well yes and no. No they were ... there was nobody that was standing until officers, 
somebody said "if you're alive something, stand up, yell out", I don't. . .I just heard somebody 
say "if you're alive" and then at some point I was ... when I was covering one of the bathrooms, 
um, so before I was working with the dispatcher to extricate the victims from the office, I was 
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over uh, the opening into the west bar covering the bathrooms. Um, at some point a bunch of 
victims came flowing from the main dance area into the reception and a lot of people are used to 
at the end of the night um, they can just walk through these double doors. So when the reception 
area gets full of people leaving, they're just kind of walk in ... walk into the west bar and through 
the double doors. The double doors are left unlocked. Um, and so they ... they were coming into 
this opening and I just. .. I directed, I said through the window, through the window, through the 
window. 

Um, so that's when I saw victims that were walking. But upon our initial entry there was ... there 
was no way they were standing. 

Q: Now when you fired your first round, approximately how far were you from the suspect? If you 
had to ... 

A: Um, I'd say about 75 feet from where I was positioned taking cover behind a car that was parked 
in the parking lot to the double doors. 

Q: Okay. You had a pretty clear sight. Were there anybody walking in between? 

A: No, uh, there was the two victims that fell here. Um, there was some folks that were coming 
from the patio area that was just yelling at them to ... to run. Um, but there was nobody in 
between us. At some point there was a victim on the ground but I don't think she was on the 
ground at the time of my engangement. I think she came out afterwards. 

Q: Okay. Now at the second point where you fired, engaged the subject, how far were you from ... 

A: So from him I was at the uh, the outer range of um, of uh, effectiveness for putting him down. 
Um, I'd proabaly say about you know, I 00 plus feet um, from the area of what I've identified as 
four. I believe I was standing in the parking lot uh, through both doors into the main club. And 
when I engaged him there um, there was ... there was no body standing. It was just him and again 
it was such a short window of him walking from the south to the north. 

Q: Okay. What was the lighting conditions light? 

A: Uh, outside there's good light and inside uh, dark um, the uh, the uh ... dance floor lights, the 
disco lights, the laser lights were ... were still on. Um, music had been turned off by somebody so 
there was no music. Um, but I was able to clarely see him, saw his firearm uh, saw him shooting 
and readily identified him again as the person that I engaged the firest time. Um, and in ... and 
again there was .. .I could see the bodies from the outside. Uh, the ... the ones that I saw 
were ... were along the bar area first that I could see through here. And they were kind of llike 
not. .. tucked underneath the bar but. .. but several feet away in the view of the opening. 

Q: Now once you made entry into the club, did you ever see the suspect again? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay. Um, what was your state of mind throughout this entire process? What was going rhough 
your mind? 
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A: Um, it. .. it was all training. There was no conscious thought as to what I was going to do or what 
my actions were going to be. Um, when the first gunshots rang out I was like "shit" I'm going to 
be here a long time. We're going to have a murder. This is going to be another typical nightclub 
shooting. You know, suspect is going to give up, run away, and I'm going to be here forever 
tonight. Um, that quickly changed when ... when the ... the volleys continued. I knew it was 
something completely different. Um, and I knew that people were getting shot inside. Um, I felt 
helpless. Uh, I. .. I do no good dead to any of these people. Uh, advancing on somebody with 
a ... with an assault rifle or a long gun, um with a 9mm so ... 1...1 had to wait I couldn't do 
nothing. Um, when I saw the two victims come out the double doors and were being shot at uh, I 
knew there was loss of life, even before that I knew there was loss of life occurring. 

Um, and I knew it wasn't celebratory gunfire. Somebody just shooting in the air trying to be a 
big man and ... and watch me I'm going to show you. Um, cause if that's the case it would have 
ended much sooner. Um, I mean I know I heard over 50, 60, 70 rounds being shot. Um, so it 
was ... the southside of the buidlling was all trayininng .. ,.there was no conscious thought. Um, I 
don't even remember .. .I know I sight pictured but I don't remember. Like I... there was no 
pause ... you know, pause breath and you know, level there was no thought process of that. Um, 
i ... I saw my rounds impact where I was aiming. Um, which was the upper, upper torso chest 
area. Um, when ! repositioned to the east uh, the only conscious thought there was and that was 
only because there was ... there a pause ... of reload was of my wife and six children. And telling 
myself I will not die tonight. Um, and then again I've been informed and I don't remember doing 
this at all but I've been informed I gave a briefing to this officer as to what I. .. what the situation 
was. What was going on and I don't remember saying that at all. Um, and forming a team and 
advancing. Um, cause I remember somebody, it was one of the lieutenants saying, if it's active 
shooter engage, team engage. And I think I said we are or I... I don't know what .. .I haven't 
heard any radio transmissions so I don't kniow. Um, and then at the point that we were inside 
the thought was ... the state of mind was just like we transistiioned into resuce. It was ... it was 
mass casualty triage. Are you dead or alive, if you're dead we're moving on. If you're alive 
we're dragging you. Um, and people were being dragged. Uh, the ... the blood was, it was a half 
inch to an inch thick. I mean it's ... there was just pools of it and it ... it was just... bright red and 
thick. 

Q: And that was throughout the interior of the club as you're describing? 

A: The main ... the main dance floor area yeah. Um, I actually never walked through the west bar 
because that's where we had him contained. And so there were no officers that were out front of 
the bar. There was Lieuteant Smith and Sergeant Backhaus from the SWAT team that were 
behind the bar, positioned behind the bar. There were officers positioned in this opening and then 
there were officers uh, positioned at this double door um, covering various angles. Um, I know at 
one point when I was in the main area during the uh, extraction phase there were some officers at 
this door covering. Um, I remember telling Lieutenant Smithk there's a dressing room in the 
back. Uh, to the back right of the stage. Uh, there's a ... another small door that goes to a small 
dressing room area and then there was an alleyway. Um, that could be accessd through that back 
door by the dressing room. 

Q: Okay. 
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A: Um, just when your first encounter at the double doors, did you announce anything to make him 
aweare that law enforcement was there? Did ... .i mean at that point? 

A: No., um ... 

Q: (inaudible0. 

A: At that point there was ... there was no announcements it was um, it was an active shooter. It was 
a deadly force encounter, there was fear. There was known loss of life, there was fear of 
additional loss of life. Ujm, and then there was fear of...ofuh, of deadly force being used on me. 

Q: Um, um. And then uh, just to head on to your uniform again for identification purposes and like 
video and stuff like that. You were wearing? 

A: It's a ... a white Motors Polo shirt. 

Q: A Polo shirt? 

A: Correct. Um, so it's all white. Uh, it has my name uh, Orlando Police Department, my badge. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Um ... 

Q: Did you have a TAC vest on or a vest underneath? 

A: No I had my ... my duty vest underneath. 

Q: Underneath it. 

Q: So you would see the white polo? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And then you said BDU's. what color were the BDU's? 

A: Uh, dark blue. 

Q: Dark blue okay. 

A: And then my tactical! .... uh, juust my normal patrol tactical style boots. 

Q: Okay. 

Q: Did you have your gunbelt and all that? 
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A: Full gunbelt um, taser, baton, pepper spray, flashlight uh, two sets of handcuffs. Double 
magazine pouch and uh, my firearm. 

Q: So you was easily identifiable as a law enforcement occer? 

A: Absolutely. 

Q: Okay. 

Q: The only thing I got is um, obviously you've uh, you've received extensive training on active 
shooter situations. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Um, and as part of that training you're received briefs and information about the individuals that 
conduct those attacks and the tactics they use and the techniques? 

A: Correct, that's why um, when there was a pause before, when the team, when we ... I'm son-y, uh, 
when ... when we start to establish a team and came up to the fence line outside the patio and 
there was a pause. It was an extended pause. It wasn't the pauses that I've heard throughout. It 
was an extended pause that's why the question now began was it still an active shooter. Was he 
down? Was he continaed? Or was he seeting an ambush for us? Um, because at that point um, it 
seemed like hundreds and eventually I think it was, but it was ... there were dozens of officers oin 
scene. Um, so um, that. .. that ... there was a pause in ... in our movement to reacess, did we sstill 
have the active shooter. Was he setting an ambush for us. And then the shooting started again 
and so we knew it was a continued active shooter. Um, in a ... in a sense that was good because 
we knew weher ehe was. We could identify his location via the gunshots. Um, and so we could 
move forward and not have to be as diligent to clear a patio that. .. our training is to mmove to the 
gunfire as efficiently and safely as possible. Um, so for ... if I were to have made entry via the 
patio, um, and I know the gunfire, I saw the suspect and I know the gunfire is still coming ffom 
within, I can quickly eliminate the patio as a area of immediate concern. Um, and continue to 
advance forward. Um, and ... and typically you kniow, it's a mass casualty scenario, inflict as 
much damage as possible when it's an active shooter. 

Q: Okay alright and then last question now. Just to summarize it. Basedd on your knowledge, 
training and experience, uim, is it a fair estimate to say based on what you saw and as things 
transpired, looking it at you referenced the firearms profeciiency of the individual um, the 
calmness with which he moved around, is it fair to say that your assessment when you went in 
was you were dae4ling with somebody potentioally motivated by something far more significant 
than a crime of passion of a personal grievance? 

A: Absolutely um, but when the first shots rang out and I was thinking great another nightclub 
shooting and I have to be here for it. Um, typically it's a..it's a drug deal it's ... oh you were 
talking to my woman. Um, or oh you um, you know, you jacked me. You know, or you robbed 
me of my dope last week so I'm going to take you out!. Um, but that would have stopped in this 
first volley. Um, but there was multiple, multiple volleys ... that's the only word I can use for it. 
Um, and there was ... there was periods of reload, periods of reload ... so absolutely it's ... I knew 
this was not a typical uh, deadly force encournter. A typical shooting that we would have 
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encounterd. This was ... something much, much more. Um, we didn't.. .at the moment terrorist 
type event did not cross my mind. But a mass casualty uh, um, active shooter I'm going to be 
famous incident was going on. I.. .I'm going down in ... in the books in the history of whatever 
reason or why or ... whatever fucked up mentality was going through his mind at the ... at the 
moment. So yeah it ... it was not the norm. it was not something that I've dealt with in the past. 
I've ... I spent five years with our Fugitive Unit. I had a guy blow his brains out five feet in froint 
of me. It's didn't even phase me. Okay you're dead, you molested your teeanage children, good. 
Um, I've gone in through doors with my team after single, double, triple homicide suspects. Um, 
it ... none of this was ... was ... anything like I've experienced in 15 years. So I knew uh, 
instant ... not instantly but very quickly that it was different. 

Q: Okay thank you. 

Q: alright can I ghet you to sign ... just sign and put today's date on each one. 

A: Today's the 19th now. 

Q: Okay with that said, the time is 1049 we're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 1/25/17 
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STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1054 Hours 

CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Today's date is 
June 17, 2016, approximately 10:54 a.m. I'm at the Florida Depai1ment of Law Enforcement 
Orlando Regional Operations Center in reference to case number OR-27-0258 which is a police 
use of force investigation that began on 6/12/16, June 12 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 
South Orange A venue in Orlando. I'm conducting the interview with Lieutenant Scott Smith 
with the Orlando Police Department and also conducting the interview with me is Special Agent 
Afonso Williams with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and FBI Special Agent 
Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is Jason Bankowitz which is Lieutenant Scott 
Smith's counsel. 

For the record I'd like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given ... given on your 
part into the criminal investigation part of the shooting. Um, and you're not being compelled at 
all to give this statement. So at any time you wish to tenninate the questioning um, you can 
stop ... stop any answers and leave. 

SS: Okay. 

CB: Okay. Um, do you understand that this is voluntary statement into the criminal investigation and 
not anything to do with the administration side? 

SS: Yes. 

CB: Okay. Um, now if you can just raise your right hand for me. Do you swear and affirm that 
everything we're going to talk about today is true, correct to the best of your knowledge? 

1 
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SS: I do. 

CB: Okay. Prior to this interview did you actually, were you able to review any video or anything like 
that ... 

SS: No. 

CB: ... regarding this incident? 

SS: No. 

CB: Body cams? 

SS: No. 

CB: Video of the club? Okay. 

SS: No. 

CB: Alright the night of the incident dating back to June 12, 2016, um, what were you wearing? 

SS: I was wearing um, standard long sleeve ... 

CB: Okay. 

SS: ... unifonn for us. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: I'm a midnight shift watch commander in Patrol for the north division of the city. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So um, yeah so I was in a regular patrol uniform. I just happen ... I typically wear long sleeves. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: That's just me. 

CB: And the color of the uniform? 

SS: It's the dark blue. 

CB: Dark blue? 

SS: Yeah. 

CB: Uh ... (inaudible). 
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SS: With the ... with the you know the metal badge, the color brass, the nameplate. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You know that type thing so. 

CB: Duty belt? 

SS: Uh, it's the, nylon duty belt, yeah regular duty belt. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Long pants, 1 know some people now we have that summer unifonn. But we ... we can't wear that 
as managers. So yeah long sleeves, long pants, dark blue, standard duty belt. 

CB: And what type of vehicle were you operating? 

SS: 1 was in an unmarked uh, Ford Explorer. 

CB: Ford Explorer okay what color? 

SS: Silver. 

CB: Silver. Now on your duty rig how many magazines did you have on your person? 

SS: I had the one in the gun and the two; you know the standard three that we're issued in patrol. 

CB: And this is for your pistol? 

SS: Yes. This is, yeah. 

CB: What type of pistol do you carry? 

SS: It's a Sig Sauer 226N .357 caliber cause I'm ... 

CB: Okay. 

SS: As you'll find out I am also part of the SWAT Team. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You know I started as patrol, this whole thing stm1ed as patrol for me but then I also switched 
over to SW AT. So ours is in .357 typically the duty round for the agency is 9mm. 

CB: Okay and the capacity of your magazines? 

SS: Twelve. 
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CB: Twelve in each. Uh, do you top off in your pistol? 

SS: Right so in the pistol is 12 and I. 

CB: Okay. Um, the night of the incident what weapon were you actually using? 

SS: Rifle. 

CB: Rifle. What. .. what type of rifle is that? 

SS: It's a Knight M4 .223 caliber rifle. 

CB: How many rounds did you have on your person at that time~ 

SS: I had one mag which should be topped, or not topped off but at 28. 

CB: Okay. Any rounds in the chamber? 

SS: Uh, no, no because it's .. .it's ... uh, because I don't have a vault or anything, it's in a bag. It's in a 
rifle bag, mags out. It's not like cruiser ready or anything in a rack like we usually do for marked 
cars. 

CB: Okay. Alright um, so the night of June 12 um, if you can give me a description on uh, your 
involvement in the incident? How you came about learning about the incident and ... 

SS: Okay so like from the very beginning of? 

CB: Yep. 

SS: Okay um, so like I said I'm North Patrol watch commander. My office is located at Primrose, our 
Primrose Substation at 595 South ... sorry North Primrose. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, I was actually in my office doing some admin work and they put the 43 out over all 
channels. So I didn't hear his initial call for help because he's on an eastside radio channel and 
I'm on north side radio channel. So but when he called for help and they put it over all channels 
that's when I first heard it. So I ran out of my office to the parking lot, to get to my truck and at 
the same time I'm switching radio channels now to listen to what's going on. Um, nothing at first 
because I figure okay he's busy. But then, you know, then he would come up and say "he's still 
shooting, he's still shooting, he's still shooting" type thing. So I drove from Primrose to Pulse. 
Um, you know the whole time he's ... there's some radio transmissions from him as far as what's 
going on and you know that the bad guy's inside, he's still shooting. 

The distance from me, the distance from there, from Primrose to Pulse um, never really expected 
him to still be shooting by the time I got there. But I pulled up to Orange and Ester more ... a little 
bit towards the Dunkin Donuts there and stopped. When I opened my door I can hear the pops 
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inside. I knew they weren't outside in the parking lot. I knew they were a little bit muffled, not 
much but you know there was still shooting going inside in the ... inside the building. So I ran to 
the back of my SUV, popped the hatch, grabbed my rifle, loaded my mag and then took off 
running across here, right at the comer of the parking lot. 

CB: Okay so we're looking at the aerial view of Pulse Nightclub, here the Google map and you said 
you come running across the parking lot um, this is the parking lot? 

SS: Yeah so this is ... this is Orange and Ester here. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Just out of the picture. So I kind of came across right here at the comer diagonally. 

CB: Right. 

SS: Um, never been to the club before. You know, you know like I mean I knew where it was the 
address and everything and you know we've had fights and stuff out there before or whatever 
typical nightclub stuff. Um, but I don't. . .I didn't really know the layout of it. I didn't it. .. I 
wasn't ever really sure where the main entrance was like you know, where patrons go to stand in 
line. Cause I know that have that front portion patio and everything. But I. .. I wasn't really aware 
of that. I just started coming to this um, L-shape in the building there which turns out to be the 
main patron entrance. You know when they come to pay or whatever. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: Um, the shots that I was hearing at the time seemed to be coming from here. You know, just the 
main part of the building. There's a set of double doors here that um, one was open when I got 
there. So I. .. I, you know, there's sound coming out of that door and there's also sound coming 
out of the main entrance where these awnings are. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So that's ... that's just where I was going. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So um, as I got the main entrance um, it still seemed to be like now the loudest point was at this 
double door where the shots were. Um, as I'm coming to the double door I know I have people 
behind me at the time. I don't know who they are. Um, but uh, when I get to the door. .. 

CB: Just take your time no rush. 

SS: ... I didn't get all the way up to the door but I could see through the crack that was open. So the 
half that was open was the half more towards me. 

CB: Okay. 
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SS: You know so it opens outward ... 

CB: Right. 

SS: ... um, so you can see through the door jamb a little bit. And at that point I wasn't sure ifhe was 
shooting out towards that opening. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Or if ... or ifhe was still shooting just at people or whatever inside. 

CB: Okay. And if you can just mark up where you were initially and uh, where you moved, like your 
movements. What we're trying to do is like track your movements. 

SS: How do you want, what do you me to mark on this? 

CB: You can use whatever you need like an X or an 0. 

SS: Okay so ... 

CB: So ... 

SS: ... um, I can't really ... 

CB: Or since you just ran through parking lot you can even use the floor plan here to ... 

SS: Yeah. 

CB: ... play your emotions. This is actually the L you described? 

SS: Yeah so this is ... yes this is ... so this is the double door that I'm talking about. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: This is actually a ... a window right here. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: Um, this large, this large window right here. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, that's about where I got to. I wasn't up against the wall I was a little more out in the parking 
lot. So that's how I could see through that door jamb right there, like I could see a little bit of this 
interior portion. And like I said this other half was closed. 

CB: Right. 
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SS: Um, when I wasn't sure ifhe was shooting out you know, waiting for somebody to come through 
the door. I asked somebody to break this window here to our side and um, one of the guys behind 
me, later on I found out he just. .. he just his ASP out of his holder and just threw it. You know, 
like just threw the whole thing instead of. .. he didn't extend it and try to break the window he 
just threw through the window. Um, it broke a little bit, it's like safety glass, a lot of it was still 
in the window. Um, so I stepped over the wall, cause it's raised off the ground there. You can see 
a little bit. Just kind of muzzle punched my rifle through the glass and just did a quick sweep to 
kind of get some of it out of the way. And we stepped in; I stepped in first into this reception 
area. And I know some ... I. .. you know it's still one of those things I don't look behind me. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: I know there's a couple of guys coming in here with me. Um, it's really dark in this ... in this 
area, which to me looked like the ... the cashier area, you know when I was in there. Um, there's a 
beaded curtain hanging, like l 970's type you know, beads hanging there so you can't really see. 
Um, so we ... we make our way through here. There's a ... there was a dead body here at the ... at 
this corner right here kind of in the hallway. There's a bunch of blood on the ground. Um, I 
remember seeing a mag somewhere around here. And I don't ... I couldn't recollect where but it 
was a .223 mag. Um, so I kind of know what I'm dealing with now. It's not just a handgun. And 
I don't remember at that point whether or not anybody had .. .if Gruler had actually said if he had 
a rifle or not. I don't. .. I. .. timeline wise I don't remember that. 

Um, there was ... at one point there was a little bit of lull in the firing. And uh, I believe we were 
right around here at this point in this ... in this hallway, this junction to like the main dance floor, 
the rear bar area. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So at that point we were trying to figure out okay where ... where exactly was the last one and 
that's when I. .. that's when I first looked into this main dance floor and saw all the bodies in 
there. Um, then there was a couple more shots. So we came through this threshold into the bar 
area. Um, this was pretty much all clear. I don't remember seeing any bodies on this floor here. 
And at that point I heard another shot ring out in this back area. Um, somebody ... somebody 
went into this bathroom cause I kind of told them, like cover, hey cover this ... cover this opening. 
It didn't sound like it was coming straight across from us, it. .. it sounded like it was from here 
back. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, um ... that last.. .that like in between that. .. before that last shot there was a couple of 
screams. Um, and there was like maybe one or two more shots as we came around the bar. And 
to me it seemed to zero in on this hallway. Cause this hallway's about I would say five yards or 
whatever deep. It goes all the way to the rear wall. So at that point I was probably at the bar and 
that was the last shot I heard. So I walked to the ... right into the middle of this floor to look 
down ... down the hallway and I knew somebody else kind of had you know, my ... my back 
covered but I was pretty convinced I was zeroing in on this from the last echo of the gunshot. 

CB: Okay. 

Zachary Blair
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SS: Um, and so at the point, at that point I knew I could see bathroom, you know the signs, the 
typical signs on the wall. So um, uh, I kind of figured alright there's a lull, there's a stop so I'm 
thinking he went searching in the bathroom for victims. He's done in there and at any second 
now he's going to step out into the hallway. Um, so I. .. we stayed there for you know, in reality it 
was probably only a handful of seconds but it felt like awhile waiting to see if he stepped out of 
either one of these doors. Because to me the echo was just in the hallway so I couldn't figure 
out, you know I didn't know which room he was in down here. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Um, at that point I figured let's try to get a little bit, you know the shooting had stopped so he's 
either out of ammo, he's killed himself or he's barricaded himself. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Um, so for us you know, like the active shooter portion of it, that's kind of stopped. Um, so I 
figure let's get a little bit better protection and we came around, I came around and stood behind 
this bar. Straight down the ... straight down ... so I could still see straight down the hallway. Um, 
one ofmy other guys who's also a SWAT guy, he came and kind of came 
to the left of me behind the bar and there were ... I think there was two other guys to my right. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Um, but they didn't really much cause.and I were kind of taking the hallway from that point. 
Um, timeline um, I don't know, like I know I was on the radio. Um, some of the stuff I don't 
remember that I said that people told me I said like later on. Um, but I knew we had a lot of 
bodies over here. So I was, I was trying to talk to my other watch commander who works this 
eastside area. That, you know, I'm like hey ... and I... I don't know ifl said "he's pinned to the 
west" or you know, whatever but "we need to get. .. we need to start getting triage, like kind of 
triage teams to pull people out that we know we can help". Um, I don't remember how long 
we're there but at one point I sec in the south bathroom there's ... you know, I'm sony. I don't 
think I said this before. But this south bathroom door is open. It looks like it's opened to us. And 
I could tell the north bathroom door is closed. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So um, at the south bathroom door, at that. .. at that threshold I kind of see this. You know if I'm 
looking down the hallway all I see is the side of a head, I see an eye peek around. And it's you 
know, it's not ... it's not low on the ground likes it somebody laying on the ground that's hurt. 
And it's not high like somebody's just standing looking. It's .. .it's like a crouch. Um, peeks his 
head around the comer so I immediately start giving commands like you know, "OPD let me see 
your hands, let me see, you know Orlando Police" I didn't say OPD but. .. "let me see your 
hands, step out, step out, step out". Um, and he just kind of stares at me. And then he actually 
looks like, to me he looks down the hallway to kind of see who's standing next to me. And at 
that point I'm like "this guy's ... this guy's assessing me". Like he's trying to figure out where I 
am. Um, I see ... I see movement down like, you know, if his head's down here, to me it would be 
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like waist area. So at that point he starts to come back, you know, like duck back in and I take 
three quick shots at him. And at that same time - takes one shot. 

So um, they looked to me like they hit the ... the door jamb like to the front, not the back wall. 
Um, there was no ... no response at all from anybody in there after that. Um, still no screams, still 
no other shots fired from you know, the bad guy down that hallway. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: We sat there for a little bit longer. I think I made some you know, radio transmissions um, again 
about the people that were back here in the main dance floor. There was also two ... two bodies, 
actually not bodies, they were ... as far as I know one of them was alive. There was two guys um, 
behind the bar with us. And I saw them originally when I went back there but I could tell the one 
was injured pretty bad and he was just, you know a couple of times he said "Hey I need some 
help" and I'm like "we'll get to man just hold on". Cause you know we were still worried about 
the threat right there. Um, at that point somebody came behind me and dragged both those guys 
out from behind the bar. Um, you know assuming they just came out, I don't know which way 
but they came through this door over here, if they dragged them out. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: After I was there a little while, still no response from anybody down there, not response as in we 
were giving any commands cause we weren't. Um, like ... cause we still didn't know what we 
had. At that point there was no, there was no indication about like the phone calls that. . .I know 
911 was getting calls but there was no indication about you know, him calling yet and 
identifying himself and pledging his allegiance to whoever. And we hadn't got calls from people 
that we could be sure of that were in the bathroom. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: So still for me after I shot at that person, it's ... its still bafficade. Like I don't know they're 
actually hostages, it's just a bmTicade. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: So I tell, I told Jeff I'm like "I have to go and kind of scan this and see what's going on so I can 
try to get some other things done" and at that point I look and I know he's a SW AT guy and the 
two guys to my right are, actually there's three, two of them are current SW AT guys and one's a 
fom1er SW AT guy. 

CB: Urn, um. 

SS: So I'm pretty comfortable with leaving them there and ... and holding this point. So I uh, come 
back into this main dance floor through this door over here. And that's when I get a better look at 
all the bodies that were along the bar and in this dance floor. When I get here there are quite a 
few cops now in this area. Um, some of them are kind of just standing around waiting for things, 
waiting for somebody to tell them what to do. Um, there a couple that I see that are dragging 
people out. Couple of the ones that were dragging, I was like, they're obviously dead. So I told 
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them you know, I was like just pretty much out loud to everybody there. I'm like "look 
stop ... save the people we can save if they're showing any forms ... any signs of life pull them 
out. If they're not they're obviously dead, you check them, leave them". And I also got like with, 
there was somebody from another agency he had sergeant stripes on his sleeve. And I said you 
know "I have we started kind of searching, do we have control of this place" basically what I 
was worried about. And um, and he ... you know, he really wasn't sure yet either you know, cause 
he's just showing up to all this chaos. So um, um, while I was in this room that's when 
everything else started happening. There's this little I guess they call it a kitchenette back here. 
To me it's more of like a storage you know, you know storage for the bar. Um, they started 
searching back here. I ... I think at least one or two came out of this room, um patrons. I found out 
later there was a bunch that came out from this front bathroom by the patio. But in this ... in this 
rectangle right here, there's a second floor. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So right above this what's labeled as a liquor storage room, there's a second floor and 
that... there's a ladder in this kitchenette that goes up to this landing. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And that landing I guess is the DJ booth. And it's not just an open booth with you know, like a 
DJ standing behind whatever, you know, electronic board he has. There's another room up there 
like what is drawn on this floor plan. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: It's an enclosed; it has a door and everything. This ... there's a second floor landing here with a 
ladder in this comer where you see this door. So they ... you know we searched that door, we 
didn't find anybody up there, somebody went up the ladder. There's actually one ... one of 
those ... two-way mirrors up there so people can sit up there behind the two-way mirror and look 
at the dance floor. Um but then as ... as people were giving commands I would say um, eight, 
eight or nine, maybe ten people came out of that DJ booth room upstairs. 

CB: Um, um 

SS: And it took awhile but once the one came out then they started flooding out and one point we 
were like stop, you know, like hold on because we were ... you know, we didn't know who was 
involved and who wasn't. So it kind ... they kind ... some of the guys kind of took control of them 
and brought them down that ladder one at a time. They were all pretty much bloody some of 
them were obviously limping and wounded and then they were all taken out the front. Um, I had 
a ... I had a big group of guys here kind of covering this way where we had fired shots you know 
to help out. Um, at that point I knew there was a couple other SWAT guys that were working the 
shift that I hadn't seen yet so I started asking them, you know, where they were and type thing. 
So I kind of wanted to switch out guys ... guys I work with, the guys I trust you know into these 
key positions here in these thresholds and at this door here. 

CB: Um, um. 
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SS: When I looked at this door again, somebody had opened it. So both doors were wide open now. 
And it's a ... you know, it's a pretty good opening. And there were more people covering uh, 
weapons inside here. Um, once we ... we had searched this whole thing, we kind of controlled 
things. And I pushed all these uh, responding agencies you know, whether it's OPD or whoever 
else helped and wound up inside. I kind of pushed them back out to the doors. So I got them out 
of this large dance floor area and pushed them back to the patio door or back out the entrance. 
Just to clear that area and so people didn't have to stand there and look at all that stuff. 

Uh, at one point I guess in the radio transmission behind the bar I had asked for a SWAT call 
out. I guess that's the way they paged it out per me, which it doesn't work that the lieutenant 
calls out the SW AT team but um, the Comm Center did it anyways. So and luckily you know, 
people started showing up so. Um, the more SW AT guys I got there the more I relieved out of 
there. So at one point it you know, that's when it started to change ... 

CB: Okay. 

SS: ... from SWAT, from Patrol to SW AT, for me. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Um, you know and during this whole process there was still nothing from anybody down there. 
Like there's ... there's no calls for help. You know, out loud verbally that we can hear. There's no 
screams, there's no shooting from him. There's ... you know, there's no acknowledgement that 
he's still down there. Um, by the time all this was going on, we did start to get some phone calls 
or you know, Comm Center started to relay. Like "Hey we're getting calls from people that say 
they're in the bathroom". You know and at that point it's which bathroom are they in. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: You know fig ... try to figure that out. And I know like when I asked the Comm Center "are they 
in the north bathroom or the south bathroom" people that are inside the club they don't know 
which way north and south is. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: They're not going to the club, you know we do, so it's a hard question to ask and get them to 
differentiate what bathroom they're in so. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, a lot of confusion at that point, um, as I'm you know, before I switched out the bulk of the 
guys for SW AT guys you know he had made that phone call and you know his allegiance and 
shit like that. So um, so then I knew it went from barricade to hostage. So okay so we do have 
live people even if we're not sure which bathroom it is, there are live people down this hallway 
that we can't get to. 

CB: Okay. 

Zachary Blair
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SS: Um, so again SWAT started to arrive. l'm ... I'm switching people out. My captain shows up, my 
SWAT team commander, and start briefing him real quick. The armored truck starts showing up. 
And uh, at one point when I'm out here in the parking lot, I can see through these double doors I 
hear some guys giving commands in here. 

Um, so ... 

CB: What were they saying? 

SS: Uh, they like ... like "let me see your hands" type thing. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So I. .. so I know something's going on down here now. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So I, you know I step up a little closer and at one point I see there's a guy dragging himself out. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: He can't walk, he's obviously injured, he gets in here to open, they tell him "keep coming keep 
coming" and he gets out there in the open, you know they have him pull up shirt stuff like that 
kind of ... take a look at his waistband so we could see hands and then you know his leg and 
something is obviously screwed up. So um, he just comes around the comer here and myself and 
there's a couple other SW AT guys we come in here and grab him real quick and drag him out 
the ... the double doors. And then it kind of goes back to normal. And I think about that time is 
when the vest thing started coming into play. "Hey I have ... I have an explosive vest" some of 
that communication was starting to be relayed I think about that time. Um, so I took these guys 
that were in here, just to create a little more distance instead of straight on with this hallway ... 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: ... we moved them out of here and I put them at this threshold and this threshold. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So it's still a ... a crossfire situation here but it's ... it's more on the front of this hallway. So 
we ... we gave up the doors. We couldn't see the doors anymore, which is what we had, but we 
still had the hallway. So ifhe comes out it gives us a little more distance. Unfortunately we gave 
up the doors and we couldn't see like ifhe ... ifhe wanted to move between bathrooms, he could 
have. If.. .you know, I don't know ifhe knew that you know. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Or whatever but. .. so pretty much it was an entire SW AT operation after that point. 

CB: Okay so ... 

Zachary Blair
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SS: So that's the turnover point. 

CB: To go back you were ... you said you initially came through the window here. 

SS: Yes. 

CB: Raked the glass and what have you. Um, you first came into this large dance floor area? 

SS: We didn't make it all the way into here. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: From ... when we got into this hallway here is when that. .. there was a like bit oflull. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So I was ... we were still trying to figure out "this way or this way". 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: And you know we're trying to figure out the layout too because it was so confusing and dark in 
there. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You know it's darker in here than anywhere else. This was lit up, but it's up with like dance 
lights and stuff. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: You know there's like still some movement with the lights going on and everything. This wasn't 
as like bright and neonish as the dance floor but it's still dimly lit inside. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So at this point we looked in here. But we didn't go ... we didn't go in here. That's when the shots 
started again so we came through this hallway and entered the bar from here. 

CB: And when you were moving through this uh, area of the hallway into the bar here on the ... I 
guess it's the west bar people are calling it. 

SS: Um, um, yeah. 

CB: Um, who was with you? Was there somebody? Did you know who was with you? Or was it 
anybody? 

SS: At that. .. at that point I didn't know who they were. 
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CB: Oh okay. 

SS: I knew there was at least one guy behind me. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Cause at one point you know, he kind of, he had a handgun. And he's sticking his handgun kind 
of like walking with me, you know, so he's not lasering me but. .. come to find out that person 
with the handgun is the former SWAT guy that was with me. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And that's ... 

CB: Do you remember his name? 

SS: ... yeah that's K-9, he's in K-9 and it's Manny Florin. 

CB: Manny Florin. Okay. 

SS: Yeah. 

CB: Alright so you and Manny are moving ... 

SS: Um, um. 

CB: ... to the west bar here. And uh, where do you go from there? You come in and you ... 

SS: Yeah we come in, we get to about the comer of the bar and like I said that was probably ... we 
were at probably the comer of the bar when that was the last shot that we heard. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And then that's what, that last shot kind of zeroed me in on this hallway. So we came to the 
center and took the hallway because at that point I saw the bathroom signs and I'm like "He 
either just killed himself with his last round, he's out of ammunition or he's going to come back 
out". 

CB: Right. 

SS: And I.. .I figured he'd step out of that hallway and I'd down him when he steps out of the 
hallway, you know, steps into the hallway. 

CB: Okay. And then you said at some point you set up behind the bar here? 

SS: Um, um. 
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CB: Um, where were you exactly, if you can go ahead and mark where you were standing, just an 
approximate? 

SS: So I was, yeah I was pretty much right there. 

CB: And if you can just label yourself. 

SS: Like me? 

CB: Initials, yeah me or what have you. Whatever works for you. 

SS: Alright. 

CB: And then uh, you said somebody else was behind the bar with you? 

SS: Yep ... 

CB: Several people. 

SS: I would say um, that's 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Okay he'll be ... I think you're supposed to interview him next. 

CB: And he's a SWAT guy too? 

SS: He's a SWAT guy too. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, I.. .come to find out he was with me at some point in here moving but like I said I. .. I 
never ... I didn't look back. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: Cause I knew there were shots in front of me, I didn't want to tum my head. Um, and then to the 
right of me, um, there's actually three. 

CB: Three other officers. 

SS: And ... and like I said Manny, the K-9, the former SWAT guy he would be one of them. When I 
left to come do an assessment in here um, these two were uh, Mike Napolitano. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You ... again SWAT guy he's the one that got hit in the helmet. 
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CB: Okay. 

SS: So you'll interview him. 

CB: And then Ben Chisari. 

SS: Okay. He's also a SWAT guy. 

CB: So all three of them were behind the bar? 

SS: Yes. 

CB: Alright um ... 

SS: Besides us at that point, when you know that timeframe where we held when I came out here. I 
know there was a large group here that had come in at some point behind us and they were kind 
of holding there. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And then at one point there was another group over here by this door. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And they were holding there. 

CB: Alright. So while you were behind the bar is when you actually see this head poke out from the 
bathroom door. Uh, which bathroom was that? 

SS: The south. 

CB: The south. 

SS: Yeah. 

CB: If you could put a mark there and ... okay. So you see the head poke out from that bathroom and 
you fired three rounds? 

SS: Um, um. 

CB: Um, did you hear him say anything? 

SS: No. 

CB: No? Okay. 

SS: Never responded to any of my commands about showing his hands or stepping out into the 
hallway. 
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CB: Okay. 

SS: He just sat there and looked at us and then ... you know, I get it, you're looking at me. You know, 
I'm the one that's yelling at you and you know, you should be looking at me. Um, but what 
really did it is like he looked at me and then he kind of tumed his head to look at. .. as much of 
the bar and he could look at. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You know at the end of that hallway. He scanned everything and I was like the fucking guy is 
assessing what. .. what's out in front of him. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Whether or not he can take what's ... what's there. 

CB: Was anything else revealing in the doorway or was it just his head? 

SS: No that's it. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Like you know, I didn't see his shoulder; I didn't see anything until I saw that movement which 
was about waist level. And then ... and then right as I fired he cut back. 

CB: Are you able to describe what he looked like? No, okay. 

SS: No I mean it's like, it's lighter skin is all I can say. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: You know um I couldn't tell you beard wise or whatever from what I saw. I just know its lighter 
skin. 

CB: Alright and you said - is how you ... 

SS: -

CB: - fired a round after you fired? 

SS: Well you know, I. .. I know there was ... 

CB: (inaudible) 

SS: ... a discharge over here and then at some point. .. 

CB: Oh yeah. 
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SS: ... you know, I was like "hey did you fire" you know after we weren't getting any other response. 
He goes "Yeah, yeah" he goes "I fired once on the guy". 

CB: Alright so you fired, you set guys up at the doors. You start switching these guys at the doors out 
for SW AT, um, SW AT guys and people are doing triage and what have you throughout the 
building. Um, you exit and you're standing by these double doors and extract the victim at some 
point? 

SS: Um, um. 

CB: What uh ... At what point, do you actually get involved in the SW AT call-out at that point? 

SS: Yeah, yeah ... 

CB: (inaudible) 1 mean are you on the team that. .. 

SS: Yes so ... 

CB: If you can kind of walk me through from the double doors you guys get together with SWAT and 
what happens from there? 

SS: Um, so like I said I got. .. I got with our SWAT commander outside. Kind of gave him a brief 
rundown of what's going because he knew things were unusual about the way the page went out. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: I kind of told like how many were dead, you know a rough estimate that I thought, how many 
people I saw on that dance floor. Um, I told him about the bathroom it's pretty much isolated to 
this western side of the building. Um, you know so he's like okay and I said you know we have 
no idea how many people are in here or. .. and we also didn't know what was in this comer over 
here. I did know there was this other door here. I noticed that door but we ... we just couldn't get 
to it at the time, like to figure out what's back there. Um, at that point all those guys you know 
we have our own SWAT channel when we do a SWAT operation. So you know the guys that are 
showing up they're on the SW AT channel they're getting briefed. You know, every ... and from 
that point everybody's um, they're putting out snipers, you know in positions. And just putting 
more of the uh, the assault helmets throughout the ... throughout the building. Um there's a 
couple of you know SW AT guys running around, taking a look at all the ... you know the 
whole ... where all the doors are, where we can get in and you know what have you. Um, I would 
actually come in and out a few times to drop off. .. excuse me, drop off SW AT guys at these 
positions where I pulled them back to. Because like myself these SWAT guys in here, you know 
we all responded in regular uniform. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: So I would go them I'm like "hey switch out you know put a guy with heavy gear in here, go get 
your heavy gear out of your car and then come back". 
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CB: Okay. 

SS: So I did that with Ben and. and at one point later on I did it myself. I went back to my truck 
and got all my heavy gear. 

CB: Okay. So then you guys get ready, you already heard the ... the pledge of. .. (inaudible) over. .. 

SS: Yeah so ... 

CB: ... was that via radio (inaudible). 

SS: Yeah radio communications. Yes. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: I had switched over to you know, at one point I switched over to the SW AT channel so when I'm 
on that I'm not on the primary channel. So the primary channel is for all the perimeter and all 
that. All the you know, injured, triage and stuff. So while we're on the SW AT channel um, well 
like before the ... some of the bomb stuff had come out about him having a bomb vest. Um, 
before that you know, guys had ... had started to do the search of the ... the perimeter of the 
building and figure out where. And then we're also getting updates from Headquarters. It's 
like ... 1. .. 1 know the one was ... there's a manager of Pulse and he's in communication with 
employees who are still inside. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: I'm like alright well find out where they are and you know, all we would get is dressing room. 
Where's the dressing room. And letting you know over the radio and over the phone that the 
Comm Center's talking they can never straighten out you know a good explanation about where 
this dressing room is. And it turns out it's the you know the northwest comer of this building. 
And I'm not sure how accurate this diagram is cause I believe there's like two ... there's' actually 
two rooms. 

CB: Oh the dressing room is split into two? 

SS: Yes. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Because ... and that's what we were being told by the manager. He goes "there's a large dressing 
room and a small dressing room". 

CB: Okay. 

A: So we're like alright so with that p011ion of it we actually got our hands on the manager. 

CB: Um, um. 
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SS: And we brought him here and we told ... we, you know, from Ester out here. We were like "look 
through those double doors and tell us where the dressing room". And he said all the way back to 
the stage and to the left. Okay so now we know, we have people back there too. Um, a couple of 
SWAT guys went back here. They found an exterior door, it was actually open. We told him we 
have to breach it, you know, pry it or whatever if you have to it. But it was actually unlocked. So 
they pulled it open they kind of peeked there and they can hear people like, kind of. .. somebody 
called out to them. Like "hey we need help" and they're like 'let's go get out". So they ... they got 
people out of that one. I think that one you know, I don't know if that was the small or large 
dressing room. Um, then on the phone again with the manager um, one of our SW AT guys 
actually got on the ... took the phone from the manager and started talking to somebody in the 
dressing room. And there's a ... there's an A/C unit in a wall. And I don't know west wall or 
north wall. Cause I never ... I never walked over here. Um, and he ... one of our SWAT guys said 
"does your room have an NC unit in the wall?" and he's like "Yes". So we started, we pushed 
that in, they pulled and we pushed and created the opening and then pulled those people out of 
the room. 

Um, at some point later on you know, he apparently started talking about he has more vests and 
he was going to put um, four vests on four victims and send them out. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Out into the ... you know out into the club. Um, and he gave a timeline or a deadline of 15 
minutes. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So that was ... that was relayed over the Comm Center too. 

CB: Was that the only time you actually shot? It was ... 

SS: No I. .. 

CB: ... or were you involved in the shooting? 

SS: Yes I am .. .! am involved in the shooting. You kind of want me to go into that? 

CB: Yeah just go through ... 

SS: So yeah so the decision was made for the explosive breach. So I talked to, I was talking to the 
EOD guys; I'm like "get your charge ready, we'll figure out where we want to place it then we'll 
go from there". But I told them I said it looks like we're going to do this so ... um, so he's like 
alright. So his guys, you know guys were working, I'm kind of talking to the captain from the 
command center cause the captain had left here and gone to the command center. Um, and ... and 
the big decision was you know, which wall are we going to put it on. 

CB: Okay. 

zacharyblair
Highlight



Chief Mina 
IR l 6-46SS-FDLE 
Page 21 

SS: Um, so the ultimate decision was we wanted it on the south bathroom wall. I did forget, at one 
point when SWAT was there, we sent a robot in to ... because this is door's closed, we couldn't 
get in there but this was open. So we sent a robot in there. So we knew we had a large group of 
people in there. It looked on the camera that some were dead but that a number of them were still 
alive. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So um, we put the ... we put the charge on the south wall, once I told the captain the charge was 
on the south wall, um, we had a team in this ... in this field back here. Um I'll use ... I'll use both 
of these. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So um, we had one of our annored cars it, that was actually parked in the parking lot on this hard 
lot here directly out from this west wall. So the EOD guys, 

CB: (inaudible) 

SS: That's it right, this is the only one. 

CB: Yeah that's going to be ... that's the one. 

SS: So the EOD guys walked up and they put the uh, they put the charge I think this is like the drain 
from the roof, like the downspout. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So they put um, right about I think just to right of that downspout. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So they backed up, the captain said yes, you know go ahead with the breach. The EOD guy did 
the breach it goes off. Um, the guys in the back here started to approach you know with their 
flashlights and uh, Stanley, Tim Stanley immediately stmied yelling "no breach, no breach" it 
didn't work. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So I was actually on the comer of the building back here at Ester, kind of the southwest, you 
know by the ... kind ofby like this fenced ... walled in trash area and stuff. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: Um, that's where I was when the breach went off with the EOD commander here. Um, at that 
point when I stmied to move up when ... when this team statied to go to the wall. Tim said no 
breach and then he's like "hold on let me check it". At that point I actually went up there with 
him and there was a cut down the concrete wall where you see inside. You could see inside to the 
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dry wall. So we were like, we knew how weak that wall was. Um, and we had already set up 
the ... the external ram on the front of our armored car. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: So we told them, we're like "hey we can breach this wall" and all that stuff was relayed to the 
command post and stuff. So the truck came up and started hitting exactly where the breach was. 
And it was pretty much you don't have any after pictures do you? 

CB: No we don't. 

SS: Okay. 

CB: Take and mark where approximately where the breach was .... 

SS: So um, so we knocked out a rectangle uh, right there where the breach was initially placed on the 
wall. And as soon as we knocked it out, I think the truck hit it twice and it all fell, fell away and 
then we were like shit it's actually at the dead-end of the hallway. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So we knew weren't in the south bathroom cause you know that opened up, we could see this 
closed door, so we knew that was the n01ih bathroom. And we were all over here to the south a 
little bit so we're looking in. And we were like we're not...we're not on the right spot. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: So at that point the decision was made to immediately move to the south. And we knew the truck 
could handle the wall on its own. We ... we felt ... we felt the truck could handle the wall on its 
own. We put um, so I know we put five total holes in the wall. You want me to just number. .. 

CB: Yeah if you can, just label it breach. 

SS: Okay so this ... 

CB: ... and the number. 

SS: ... I'll put this as number one. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, and that's ... that was the explosive breach and I would say right about there is number two. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, that was one initial punch with the truck so that's the whole you'll see in those pictures, the 
after pictures it's about that big around. 
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CB: Um,um. 

SS: It's a little high on the wall. He punched that in and backed out. We looked in there and um, it 
was more like a foyer area, like the bathroom, it looked like the bathroom hadn't opened up yet. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So we were like alright move again. So then this I would say would be number three. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: About the farthest one to the south. He hit it twice with the truck I think and then we actually, 
there was some screaming on the inside, like "stop" you know um, and we assumed that was 
because the rubble was falling in on top of them. Um, so ... we stopped with the truck and we 
actually took a handheld ram and ... and started chipping away at the entrance to the wall, you 
know the hole we were making just to make it big enough either for us to get in or somebody to 
get out. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: Once we made the hole we were immediately giving them commands "come to us, come to us, 
come to us". So most of them started to come to us um, you know, and ... and all it was grabbing 
heads or hands or whatever and just yanking them out. And dumping them on the ground. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: Guys would pick them up afterwards. You know I asked .. .I asked for more help from like 
perimeter positions, not from SW AT guys on the other side but for them to hold their position. 
But perimeter like patrol positions get over to this field here and start taking control of these 
people. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Either and you know searching them at first and then getting them ... getting them to medical 
stations. Um, I would say I think the estimate we ... like we talked about that night. I would say 
uh, 9 or IO people came out of that south bathroom. Um, at about 8 or 9 is when we heard shots 
from the north bathroom. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, so we knew he ... you know he started shooting again in the north bathroom. We weren't 
sure if he was shooting people in there. He could be just shooting out the door because he was 
panicking cause he knew we were there. We didn't know. Um, the truck, we told the truck to 
immediately move to the north wall. 

CB: Um,um. 
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SS: And hit the nmih wall. Um, timeline right now, it's a little fuzzy. So I don't know if he actually 
hit the wall first and then the guy came out or. .. or if he came out you know like as it was 
happening or you know, afterwards. But I do remember also as the truck was moving, myself, 
and another SWAT guy threw two flash bangs at the door. Um, you know and those ... those went 
off back to back. 

CB: Through one of the holes? 

SS: Uh, we threw it through initial breach charge. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Right at. .. right at the closed door. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So that's where I threw mine. I think ... I think Lieutenant Bigelow was the other one who threw 
a flash bang. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Cause we don't... we don't all carry them. I know the team, the team commanders and team 
leaders and stuff have them so. 

CB: Right. 

SS: So I think he was the other one to throw his. So you'll have to ask ... but mine went through 
the ... through the breach hole into this area right here. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And went off. When both those went off the shooting stopped and I would say three maybe four 
rounds from inside, inside that north bathroom. 

CB: Alright. 

SS: Um, you know the truck, the truck went to uh, um, I would say it's like this stall right here where 
this toilet is. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Okay so that was the first hole we put. .. put in the nmih wall. Um, and that's when, you know 
it's somewhere around there either right when it happened or before, that's when he came out. 

CB: So he actually pops out of the one you're pointing to right there? 

SS: Yeah, he ... no I'm sorry he came out ofthe ... the door opened. 
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CB: Ohokay. 

SS: And he .... the door opened to the north bathroom and he came out. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And he ... and he didn't just come out and tum or do ... he came out with you know a handgun and 
a rifle in his hand. And he started to come up the rubble like he was going to come out that 
breach hole. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, he was already firing. He got off the first few ... few rounds in that whole barrage that 
happened. 

CB: Do you know ifhe was firing the handgun or rifle? 

SS: Uh, to me it looked like he was firing both. 

CB: Oh, okay. 

SS: Um, you know and then at that point it was everybody returning fire to him as he's pretty much 
right on ... right coming in, almost coming out. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Uh, when he fell he fell back so he fell back onto the rubble and right at the entrance to the north 
bathroom door. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Um, you know, I was trying to yell "cease fire" to people um, you know we reload, everybody 
kind of stayed where they were. We reloaded uh, somebody yelled like you know "hey check 
each other, make sure everybody's alright, anybody hit" that's when Napolitano spoke up he 
goes "hey I think I just got shot in the helmet". And you know it's kind of one of those surreal 
moments where it's like everybody's like "what?" You know like what did he just say? You 
know so um, so we grabbed a hold of him, looked at him, you know he started to have some 
blood t1ickle down from his forehead where he got cut from the helmet and stuff. So we passed 
him off; we got somebody like ... I think we asked one of the EOD guys "take him and get him 
back over here to Ester where we know we can get him some first aid". A couple of guys went to 
the initial breach hole, this hole number one here. Kind of peered down and looked at them. EOD 
guys were really worried about a device. They started yelling "do you see anything, do you see 
anything". Um, at that point one of them moved up and looked and ... and they ... the word I 
remember hearing is a battery pack. 

CB: Okay. 
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SS: Back there. Um, so the EOD guys goes "hey we're treating this like a live device, you know this 
is ... this is live. He's got something on him". Um, but uh, at the same time we were yelling 
through this port to see if we could get a response from anybody in here. And people were 
responding so we knew, we also knew we had live people in the north bathroom still. So we were 
not going to go ... we were like, well we got to get these people out no matter what. But we 
couldn't go through this initial breach and through the door because he was laying there. And 
EOD was like "he's got a device on him". 

CB: Alright. 

SS: Um, when we breached this it was right at a stall so that's why I'm ... that's why I believe it was 
like right here on this diagram where that stall is. Uh, when I looked in the stall door was closed 
so we couldn't really much that hole. You know we could see the stall. But to me it looked like 
there was probably 3 or 4 dead bodies piled up on ... on each other like you could barely see the 
toilet, you know they were just all in a pile. 

CB: Um, um. 

SS: But then the pile was actually moving and there was somebody at the bottom. And then you 
know, we were ... the ... the guys up close there they were talking to him. He goes yeah I'm trying, 
he's like you got to get yourself out of there because we couldn't. .. we couldn't ... we couldn't 
reach in there far enough, the size of the hole to move the dead bodies. 

CB: Um,um. 

SS: And you know he was just trapped on top of.. .you know if there's three dead bodies. You're 
looking at your possibly 300 or 600 pounds of dead weight you know sitting on top of you. So he 
was having a problem trying to free himself. He eventually kind of wiggled his way through um, 
the dead bodies and when we could get a hand on him. And pulled him free and we pulled him 
through that opening. But that ... because of how crowded that was with dead bodies in the stall. 
The stall was kind of all jacked up from ... from breaching that wall. Um, I said don't. .. we can't 
use that one because we can't get people out of there. So we uh, we moved to the south and I 
would say that would be number five there. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Somewhere around there. Um, at that point, you know we were also asking, we were worried 
about those four vests that he ... that he was talking about. Before we pulled that guy out, "did 
you see anything in there weird, did he leave anything in there with you". You know and at least 
one of them, to me it sounded like a female voice, she was answering no. you know. Like just 
"come help us, come help us". So once we breached that one um, Officer Stanley and Sergeant 
Parker, actually we couldn't. .. there was nobody there, you know, like in sight because if see you 
have to go around the stall and everything opens up around that way. So they actually went 
through the hole themselves and went in and kind of disappeared around the comer here and then 
they started dragging ... dragging live bodies out passing them off to us and the same thing again 
we were passing off to the perimeter guys. And then at one point because of all the work they did 
over here, you know, like Sergeant Parker was getting pretty tired so I sent Officer Perales was 
the third one that actually went through that breach hole and pulled out a couple of bodies. 
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CB: Okay. 

SS: And at that point they're still working the live device and we got our SW AT guys out, you know 
we doubled checked, they double checked as best they could to see if any of those other bodies, 
if anybody was alive. And then they came to the hole and then we backed everybody out. .. out of 
there because of uh, the EOD threat. 

CB: Okay. So you fired during that round of fire? 

SS: I did, I did. 

CB: Did you go through your magazine? 

SS: I did not. 

CB: Did you reload'' 

SS: I reloaded because that was also the same magazine that I had from the front. 

CB: Okay yeah. 

SS: So you know I knew the front was three rounds. You know, I'm concerned about that um, back 
here um, I do ... we do have a couple of Knight's armament rifles that are full auto and back there 
it was on full auto. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So I did ... ! did a burst. You know it was more than a three round burst but you know, it 
definitely wasn't a whole mag. I wasn't even; I wouldn't say it's half the mag. 

CB: Then you put a fresh mag in? 

SS: Yeah at that time I had changed, I had changed into my heavy gear so I had on my SW AT gear 
so I had extra, I had spare .223 mags. So I just dropped it, I dumped on the ground. I didn't retain 
it um, and then put a fresh one in. 

CB: How many mags did you have on you? Do you remember? 

SS: Uh, typically I carry two on my leg and a thigh holster and then I have six on my vest. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: In pouches on my vest so that's eight. .. eight other mags that I started with besides the one that I 
loaded originally. 

CB: Okay alright. Um and they're all loaded with 28'' 
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SS: Twenty-eight yeah. 

AW: Alright. Um, throughout this incident with your involvement did the suspect ever say anything? 

SS: No we never, we never heard anything from him. And like ... and that's what .... what was weird 
about it. When we were inside and they were saying he was on the phone and stuff, we 
could ... we could not hear him talking in here. There was no echo or anything coming around, 
coming down that hallway. And even when he came out you know, that ... we figured you'd hear 
that last, you know psych yourself up scream or something. You know but it was like (finger 
snap) that. And he was standing in that breach hole with that handgun and that rifle. 

KF: The only question I got is um, you said that there was ... he's on the phone with the Comm 
Center. He's talking about he's ISIS and all this stuff. 

SS: Um, um. 

KF: And this stuff, that is being relayed? 

SS: Yes, yeah yeah that was ... that was relayed and like I said the timeframe just that ... that whole 
haze of this whole thing ... !.. .it was ... it was after I shot but before I moved them back from this 
bar. Okay because I. .. the ISIS thing did ... did come over but the bomb thing was even after that. 
So like for me from ... from the standpoint of get go, you know its active shooter. The gunfire 
stops, we don't know who we have back there, if he's still alive, it's just a barricaded gunman. I 
say just but you know as opposed to what it turned into. It's a banicaded gunman he could be by 
himself, he's the only one, he may not have any hostages. Then we started getting the phone calls 
that were in the bathrooms so now it's you know, active shooter barricade, hostage situation and 
then the ISIS claim comes out so its ... it's moves to terrorist situation. And then the bomb threat 
comes out so now we have other things to worry about and we start, that's when I start creating 
some distance here for the guys that were up closer to the ... 

KF: And obviously when you look like ISIS and bombs involved, you know you're possibly dealing 
with um, a threat that's going to use tactics and techniques, well beyond .... 

SS: Correct, correct. 

KF: ... a gang member or something like that. 

SS: Right. 

CB: Now I know you said he, the bad guy approached came out of hole one we'll call it with a rifle 
and a fiream1 but why did you use deadly force? I mean what was going through my mind at that 
time? 

SS: Oh cause I was going to die or one of the other you know, 12 to 13 guys that were standing out 
there (inaudible) he was going to kill one ofus. 

CB: Any other questions? 
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JB: I guess when you shot initially from behind the bar you saw him peeking out. Was your thought 
that by shooting at that point you could potentially save some lives that were in that building? 

SS: Yes and that's what I talked about like to me it wasn't a normal it just ... it nothing's nonnal in 
this situation I get it. Even for. .. even for us or for the victims that were trapped in there. But for 
him to come out there and do that and not respond in any way and to look, not just to look at me 
but to look at the situation that's in front of him, it was more of an assessment of hey you know, 
can I take you or do I just hole up back here. 

JB: It was the same mentality at that point it was shoot or be shot? 

SS: Yeah. Yeah. 

KF: And obviously not only a firearm threat which was there as well but even letting him advance 
and get close to you guys 

SS: Yes absolutely, absolutely. And you know, and later on you know we had that discussion with 
our team members and stuff that our position in that hallway. Just because he comes out and he 
shows you his hands if. .. ifhe moves towards you know that's it. So. 

CB: Is there anything we didn't ask you that uh, that maybe a question we didn't ask properly that 
would explain what happened in that? 

SS: No I don't ... I don't think so. I think I covered it. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Got it off my chest a little bit. 

CB: Sign the ones you marked up. I'm going have you sign and date. 

SS: Just anywhere? 

CB: Yeah today's the 17th And this one here if you can just write breach. Just sign and date. 

SS: Yes. I'll just put number one. That's just the original where the original one went. I don't think I 
used those unless you wanted me to mark the window where I went through. 

CB: No that's fine you used the floor plan here that's ... plenty. Anything else, no. Then that 
concludes the interview at 11 :52 a.m. 

Interview concluded at 11 :52a.m. 

CB: It's June 17, 2016. Approximately 2:08 p.m. This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement here at the Orlando Regional Operations Center in Orlando and 
it's going to be a follow-up interview with Lieutenant Scott Smith in reference to case number 
OR-27-0258. Also present is Special Agent Afonso Williams with the Florida Department of 
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Law Enforcement, FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington and Jason Bankowitz, Lieutenant 
Smith's counsel. And also present is Lieutenant Smith. 

SS: Yes. 

CB: If you can just state your name? 

SS: Lieutenant Scott Smith. 

CB: Okay and if you can raise your right hand for me. Do you swear and affirm that everything 
you're going to tell us today is true and correct? 

SS: I do. 

CB: Okay. And previously, I previously gave you the fonnalities prior that this 1s a criminal 
investigation and ... you don't. .. you're not compelled to talk with you and ... 

SS: Correct. 

CB: ... and you can stop at any time. 

SS: Correct. 

CB: And this is not part of the administration process' it's actually part of the criminal investigation 
into the shooting, do you understand? 

SS: Yes, yes I do. 

CB: Okay. So if you can uh, tell us what information was uh ... 

SS: Yeah so 1...1 ... once I was done and I remembered something that I didn't ... ! didn't mention. I 
had it in my head before when we were going through things but then questions kind of took us 
in a different direction so. Um, at the back, after he came out and ... and fired on us and then we 
returned fire and he went down. Um, when he was coming out he was ... I. .. I said he was trying 
to come out that. .. that initial hole that we had put in the wall. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: And that he had fallen back in the rubble. The initial guys went up there to check on him, they 
called out that battery pack, you know whatever that was that they saw. EOD called like a ... it's 
an active device, we're going to work this. But we knew we had the survivors in the north 
bathroom. Um, as the truck was moving to break ... or you know repositioning to break those 
holes in the north bathrooms, somebody had mentioned "hey are we sure he's dead?" Um, you 
know with the ... with the device that EOD was calling and the information that was received 
from him personally before you know it just kind of clicked right in ... automatically with me and 
I was only like five feet away from the EOD guy that was closest to the bad guy. So when uh, 
and I believe it was Lieutenant Bigelow that mentioned it in the crowd that made that statement 
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"are we sure he's dead". I just turned around and backed the EOD guy off. Um, kind ... ! put my 
optics on his head and took one round to his head. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: Just to kind of be sure, no twitching, no nothing, no last minute or last. .. you know breath, 
desperation that could do something to anybody around there. 

CB: Okay. 

SS: So that's it. 

CB: Anything else? Any questions? 

AW: No, 

LF: No. 

Q: No alright that concludes the follow-up interview at 2: 11 p.m. 

/cf 11/7/2016 
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STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1212 Hours 

AW: We are on tape this is Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Depaiiment of Law 
Enforcement. Today's date is June 17, 2016. Time is approximately 1212 hours. I am at FDLE 
Orlando Regional Operations Center located at 500 West Robinson Street, Orlando. This right 
here is in reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a police use of force 
investigation that began on June 12 of 2016 at Pulse Nightclub, located at 1912 South Orange 
A venue, City of Orlando. And we're conducting an interview with Sergeant 

·-AW: - of the Orlando Police Department. Conducting the interview with me is FDLE Special 
Agent Craig Beers and also FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is 
Jason Bankowitz, Sergeant - attorney. 

Just for the record I'd like clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given to you as part of 
the criminal investigation into the shooting and that you are not being compelled in any way to 
provide a statement. Do you understand? 

• Ido. 

AW: At any time during this proceedings if you want to terminate the interview let me know and I'm 
going to turn off the recorder. 

• Okay. 

I 
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AW: Do you understand that this is a voluntary statement being taken as part of a criminal 
investigation and not an Internal Affairs statement? 

• Ido. 

AW: Alright can I get you to raise your right hand. Do you swear the testimony you are about to 
provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

• Ido. 

AW: Okay. Prior to this interview uh, did you review any type of audio recording or video? 

• No I have not. 

AW: How long have you been employed by OPD? 

• Uh, this will be twelve years. 

AW: And on the date of the incident were you perfonning your duties as a police officer? 

• I was. 

AW: And what was your duties at that point? 

■ Um, at the pmiicular time when the call went out I was working off duty at a club downtown. 

AW: Okay. What club were you working? 

■ Uh, Club Ember. 

AW: Okay. What time your detail no1mally starts? 

■ Uh, shift is 10:30 to 2:30. 

AW: What unifonn were you wearing? 

■ Uh, regular blue patrol unifo1m? 

AW: Class B? 

■ Class C I think. 

AW: Class C. So your traditional... 

■ Um, um, short-sleeved, blue patrol uniform. 

AW: What weapon were you canying? 
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■ Uh, at that time my Sig P226. 

AW: 9mm or .357? 

■ .357. 

AW: How many magazines did you have? 

■ Uh, three. 

AW: How many rounds in each mag? 

■ Those are 12 round magazines; so 12 rounds in each one. 

AW: Do you top off? 

■ Yes. 

AW: So that would be 12 plus 1? 

■ Um,um. 

AW: Alright how did you become involved in this incident? 

■ Uh, as I preparing to leave the club uh, Officer Gruler called a Signal 43 at the Pulse Nightclub 
with continuing shots fired. Um, I was just about leaving the club so I jumped in my car and 
drove Orange A venue and responded to the Pulse Nightclub. 

AW: I'm just going to have you keep going. 

■ Um, got there, I parked my vehicle right at Kaley and Orange, right by the fire station. I got out 
um, at this point from Ember to there Officer Gruler continued to update that the subject was still 
firing, still firing, still firing. Um, so I knew this was a little more than a normal shooting 
incident um, and we had an active shooter. Um, so I retrieved my rifle and spare magazines from 
the back of my car and moved to the front of the club. Um, when I got to the front of the club 
um, shooting was continuing inside. Um so we ... I knew that we going to make entry or go into 
the club to attempt to stop the active shooter. We moved around to the, I guess it would be the 
south side of the business, um, and to the ... to the left of the large plate glass window that we 
eventually made entry into. Um, I think it was two double doors. I believe one of those doors 
was open. And I could see from that side, I could hear shooting inside the club at that point and 
was going to move ... move towards that um, I was kind of ... I had cover behind a car so I was 
trying to hopefully going to the shooter move in my view from outside. Um, and as that was 
happening Lieutenant Smith um, Officer Chisari, Officer Florin and Napolitano I believe as well 
um, were moving up all along the building side towards that plate glass window. Um, so I took a 
position basically to cover them from outside the building as they broke the glass to, for us to go 
inside. 
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We then went inside the club to attempt to locate the shooter and I guess where that plate glass is 
it's kind of like an entryway. Um, so we went through the window and it kind of splits in two 
different directions. Um, Lieutenant Smith, Chisari and Florin went to the left and myself and 
Officer Napolitano went to the right to kind of clear around to try to locate the shooter. Um, and 
we ended up into the main dance floor area, um, where we encountered um, people everywhere. 
Um, injured, there were still people hiding uh, behind the front, behind the large bar in that room. 
Um, I remember pulling Officer Napolitano with me as we ... as we moved through. I could see 
on my right, I think ... I think there's another door or front access or kind of .. .I guess it would be 
the east side building access where I caught that were more officers basically staging there. Um, 
since we moved into that front room, started directing some of them into assist to get some of the 
walking people, or people that were still hiding, get them out of the club. Um, as I continued to 
move around to a ... another door um, that I guess led back to the smaller bar back to where 
Lieutenant Smith had gone, a smaller area, moved into there and then took a position behind a 
bar with Lieutenant Smith, I think Florin, Chisari and Napolitano were all back there as well. 
Where we took a position to cover the hallway where we believed the shooter was at that time. 

Um, as we ... as we were there um, it's a .. .it's a relatively short hallway and at the end of it 
there's two bathroom doors. Um, that was the ... the general area where I last heard or could hear 
the shooting come from. Um, so we held on that hallway. One of the doors, the door to the right 
of the bathroom the right, or northern most bathroom door was closed. The left one, the door was 
pushed open or propped up against the wall. Um, and I took the position kind of deeper in the bar 
to where Lieutenant Smith and I were cross covered on the doors at the end of that hallway. Um, 
so I was covering the closed door on the right and he had the open door on the left. 

Um, shortly .. .it didn't feel like we were there for too long, um, on the bar with my rifle. Um, 
there was a subject that began to uh, come out of the open door bathroom that Lieutenant Smith 
was covering. Um, from my angle, my view was relatively obstructed but I could see a very 
small portion of that person. Um and unlike all of the other people that were in the club, this 
person was standing up. Everybody else was down on the ground, crawling, hiding, hands up. 
Um, give me a sec .... figured I was going to that in here. Um, it was .. .it was odd to me that this 
person was standing up um, and kind of ... from the very small view that I could see was 
kind ... using one of our tactics uh, kind of peeking around the corner, ki1id of slicing a pie like 
we would do to gain tactical advantage on us or try to locate where we were. Um, I could see a 

_ very small portion, (inaudible) cause he was a light skinned person um, and I remember thinking 
as we in that the initial calls said there were one or two shooters inside that we were looking for. 
Um, and I believe that somehow one of the descriptions we got along the way was that it was 
light skinned person. 

Um, the ... Lieutenant Smith began to challenge the subject that was standing in the bathroom or 
kind of. .. starting to peek out from the bathroom door. Identified us as the police. Told him to 
"show his hands, show his hands". The person did not comply. He continued to slowly slice the 
pie to gain an angle on us. Um, based upon all of that I believe that this was the ... the shooter, the 
person we were looking for. Um, we knew we had him, we ... figured we had him in that hallway 
but we didn't know which bathroom he was in. Um, so believing that that's who was now 
coming out of the bathroom at us, I believe Lieutenant Smith fired a couple of rounds. Um, and I 
did as well believing that that was going to be the shooter that was coming out of the bathroom at 
us. As soon as we did that the person went back into the bathroom we heard nothing, there was 
no noise, um, nobody said anything to us. There was ... there was really no activity after that. 
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Um, time progressed and we um, started receiving intel about bombs and things of that nature. 
Um, and we were ... we tried to take a better tactical vantage point on that hallway. Urn, and ... so 
we moved out from behind the bar and moved back to more of a ... back to the ... I guess 
entryway, or the main where the plate glass window was and we were able to cover the hallway 
um, where we believed the shooter was from that. .. from a further ... a further distance put still 
able to cover that hallway. However, we weren't able to see those doors any longer. Um, held 
that position for a little bit, still in my, my patrol uniform. Um, we had other officers there with 
us so we were able to kind of rotate through to relieve us a little bit, get us off the gun for a few 
minutes. 

Um, during, sometime during that period of time I did have a subject crawl from the hallway 
where ... that were covering. Um, crawled out hands first so we could see his hands. Ordered him 
out, uh, stopped him halfway between us because we had the .... the intel about somebody with 
bombs. Had him show .. .I had him pull up his shirt so I could see that he didn't have a vest on or 
anything like that. And I directed him out to those double doors to the left of where we were 
positioned now.um, in the entryway. Um, that person was grabbed up by the other SWAT guys 
or whoever was outside that door and taken away. 

Um, even tu ally when the ... the SWAT callout had gone out, the other guys, the remaining 
SWAT team had come we started getting guys in heavy gear. I was eventually relieved from the 
inside position and was able to go back to my vehicle and grab the rest of my gear. My heavy 
gear, my SWAT gear um, and went back to the scene. Um, you want me to go on? 

AW: Yeah keep going. 

• Uh so from there uh, I had a position on the, I guess we're still ... we ... we remain on the south 
side. Um, the ... our Bearcat was positioned up towards those ... the double doors and the plate 
glass window for a while. Um, and I kind of rotated in and out to cover uh, we were covering 
that hallway from outside from behind the Bearcat. Um, did some running around with um, 
Officer Stanley and we had the ... the owner of the club trying to get a better layout of where 
these ... what these rooms were that we were looking at. How many rooms there were on the far 
uh, west side of the building and where hostages and where people were still holding in these 
rooms trying to determine a plan where we could get in there to get these people out. 

Um, eventually our, we had our larger Bearcat um, I guess, I thinks its Ester that right there. Uh, 
I assembled the ... the battering ... the ram on the front of the ... of that truck. Um, which we then 
moved over to the ... we moved the truck to the ... to the west side and we were, I'm also, I'm the 
grenadier on the team, so I had to go over there and I assembled our... the gas delivery system 
that we have in the front of the truck that were going to penetrate the wall with the spike and to 
deploy gas. Um, so I moved over there and assembled that and put that on the truck. Sometime in 
that ballpark is when we got the infonnation or he said he was going to send out four people with 
the ... with suicide vests. And they put a 15 minute time limit on us, things were kind of speeding 
up at that point to uh, kind of meet that time limit. 

Um, the explosive breach uh, was attempted. Um, during that period of time I had taken a 
position in the back of our Bearcat that was on that side. Um, so that we ... myself, and I believe it 
was Officer Cute were in the gun ports on the side of the truck. So in case the breach did work 
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properly or if the gunman came out through a hole and presented himself that we had an 
opportunity to engage him through the ... through the cover of the gun ports in the inside of the 
truck. When the breach didn't work, um, we used the truck to make the holes in the wall. Um, 
and at some point I got out of the truck, and we had moved up to the wall um, and we were 
getting victims out of the holes in the southern, southern most bathroom. Um, Officer Stanley 
and I, I think we were right up at the ... right at the hole and there was one final person that was 
uh, alive and talking to us through the hole that we were trying to direct to get out of the hole, to 
come to us. I believe that's when the subject started shooting again in the northern bathroom, 
um, as we ... as we basically got him out of the hole. Um, we then, we .. .I know the ... the ... the 
shooter's active again. We're going to then make entry to go take care of that threat. Um, two 
DD's were deployed um, as we prepared to go in and at that point I believe either the shooter 
was ... he was shooting through the door directly to the south or shooting at us. Um, but there 
were multiple shots fired in our direction. Um, and I was kind of towards the back ... the back of 
the stack of people that were there, cause I was closer to the bigger hole where we were pulling 
people out of. 

Um, when the subject came out um, the ... our. .. the front guys on our team engaged him. Um, 
started shooting at him as he was shooting at us. I stepped ... I had to step to the left uh, to gain 
a ... a view or to gain a shot on the subject. I stepped fmiher left. I fired where I could see the 
muzzle flash coming from inside the hole. Um, shortly after I started firing I believe Lieutenant 
Smith or somebody that was to my right starting calling a cease fire. So I stopped, continued to 
call cease fire for other people. Um, we stopped uh, everybody kind of did a buddy check. Check 
to make sure bad guy was down. Um, and then continued to move. I believe at that point the 
truck was further down the wall and we started breaching the um, the northern most bathroom 
and began to pull people out of that bathroom. 

Um, from that point I kind of moved off to the back and we had several patrol officers that were 
over on Ester um, waiting for victims to come to them. So I kind of directed them towards us and 
had them stage closer to the hole there it's where I could directly handoff people that were 
coming out of the hole to patrol officers. We did that, once we got everybody out of the hole, 
everybody that was around, um, we turned over the scene to EOD because we believed that there 
was still a device on the subject. Turned the scene over to them and then stood by for, to be 
relieved and tum over all of our gear was the rest of it. 

AW: Okay so that's pretty much the end of your involvement? 

• Yeah that was pretty much the end of it. 

AW: Okay. Uh, what I have is diagrams. And I've got a clean picture of what occurred. Now I'm 
going to have you to track your positions to the best (inaudible). 

• This is my first time actually getting to see a full layout of it so ... so hopefully this will help me 
piece together some stuff too. 

AW: This is the layout? 

• Makes sense. 

Zachary Blair
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AW: That's this? 

• Yep it looks about right. 

AW: Alright I have these (inaudible). Alright so uh, what I'm going to do is, when you arrived on 
scene, uh, where did you park your vehicle? 

• Um, I would have been parked way over here somewhere um, on Orange A venue, right at 
Orange and Kaley. Um, so when I moved up on foot, I moved this way, this direction first. Um, 
I'm still outside, not on the patio, but through the parking lot this way. 

AW: Um,um. 

• And moved my way around here. This is where the large plate glass window is and the two, the 
double doors. 

AW: Okay. 

• Um, this is where we smashed the window and made entry into the reception area. 

AW: Okay so what I'm going to have you do is put your initials and a one and that's prior to going 
into the ... the club? 

• Correct. That's to the ... this is where we made entry into the club yeah. 

AW: Okay now take me from there your movement again? 

• Um, this is where we split um, I guess it would be we moved into here and I think .. .I don't really 
recall ... I don't recall there being a door this close. I mean the layout seems it ... I guess it could 
be. Um, Officer Napolitano and I moved our way into I believe we came through here cause I 
remember clearing this closet door. Um, moved ... this is where we moved into the right, where 
we had split the two. So Lieutenant Smith and a couple of guys went this way. Myself and 
Officer Napolitano went this way where we began to encounter um, several people behind this 
bar. I located a couple of people behind this little couch here. Um, and we moved across uh, 
across the bar area. Um, now seeing that this is patio entrance, that's the door that I observed um, 
other officers staging at when we made our way through. Um, I was able to direct a lot of those 
in as I had moved around this way. And we were to get the people from behind the bar and 
anybody else that was still you know, walking wounded or anybody that we were able to get out 
from here and we pulled out this way. 

AW: Let me get you to put your initials and two and you said Officer? What's the other officer's .... 

• Napolitano. 

AW: Napolitano. 

• Yeah. 
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AW: Let me get you to just put his initials ... he was there with there with you as well? 

• Yes. 

AW: Okay. Okay now describe the scene. Once you went over in this area what did ... what did the 
scene look like? What did you see? 

• Um, there was people everywhere. Bodies, this entire dance floor was ... was covered with 
bodies. Blood everywhere. The um, I mean it was like ... it was like a movie training scenario 
scene or something. It wasn't. .. uh, it wasn't like anything that I expected to see. Um, f01iunately 
for me I didn't dwell on that much. Um, my focus was trying to locate the gunman at this point, 
so I kind of stepped over people. Just moved around to what I needed to do to get to the far end 
here to back cover this door. Um, it was ... I don't know any other way to describe it other than 
just like a movie scene. 

AW: Did ... once you was over there in this area, did you hear any gunshots? 

• No. 

AW: Okay. So you assisted with um, extracting people from this area where did you go from there? 

• Um, I moved to this door. I located, I remember cause it scared the crap out of me, 1...1 located 
two people huddled behind this little couch here. Uh, and then I moved through this door uh, to 
this bar where Lieutenant Smith and the other guys had taken cover behind the bar there. 

AW: Okay put each ones initials and where they was positioned at? 

• Um. 

AW: To the best of your recollection. 

• All I can remember really is, Scott was here, I was here ... um, there were two victims on the 
floor right here next to me. Um, and I believe Officer Florin and Ben Chisari were somewhere in 
this ballpark too. Um, and I believe Napolitano moved his way in and took somewhere on this 
bar as well. I'm not a hundred percent sure where he was. 

AW: Okay. I should have ... 

• I can put ... 

AW: Okay so from this point uh, did you hear any gunshots? 

• No we heard no gunshots at that point. 

AW: Okay. So ya' 11 pretty much just maintained cover watching this ... 

• Yeah we held behind the bar. Um, and this was the same hallway where the two bathrooms were. 
Um, that we were ... that we were focused on. 
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AW: Okay. I know you identified prior to seeing the diagram one as the north restroom and the south 
restroom . 

• Um,um. 

AW: Which one? 

• This would be the north restroom; this would be the south restroom. 

AW: Right an s and n. Okay. So from this point, what... what significant um, occun-ed? 

• Well as we are here, um, I'm covering the north bathroom door, which is closed. And Lieutenant 
Smith is covering the south bathroom door, which is open, just like it sin the diagram there. Um, 
and from this um, doorway is where is see the subject standing who is not saying anything to us, 
not showing his hands. Um, cutting, slicing the pie, or peeking around that comer um, towards 
our direction looking at us. Uh, and that's when Lieutenant Smith identified us as the police, 
told him to show his hands a couple of times. And subject didn't do so. 

AW: Did you see his full body or. .. 

• No. 

AW: ... what pai1 ... 

• My view from where I was just very, just inches of the person standing up. I couldn't see the 
botly at all. 

AW: And you was able to determine that it was a light skinned male? 

• Yes. 

AW: Okay so when he failed to comply to commands, you say you fired? 

• I did. We believed that that was going to be the shooter that was coming out at us. And um, I 
fired one round um, which I saw where it impacted. It impacted just on a glass minor just on the 
side of the door ... or just to the side of the hallway door, or hallway opening. 

AW: Okay. And you said that Lieutenant Smith fired rounds? 

• Hedid. 

AW: Okay did anyone else to your knowledge? 

• No. 

AW: Okay. And you said what was unique about this subject was he was standing? 
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• Correct. 

AW: And everybody else was low to the ground? 

• That was the ... that's what was different than anybody else in this club was that everybody else 
was either crying, had their hands out. Anybody that encountered us that we saw, these people 
that I encountered behind the couch immediately showed their hands. Compliant with everything 
that we said. Everybody that popped up behind this bar, cause when we came in this door, 
several people slowly started to stand up. Everybody had their hands up. The subject that came 
out of this door did not listen to anything we say. Didn't say anything to us. Did not show his 
hands. Just. . .it .. .it took a ... he was taking, he was using tactics against us that we believe um to 
slice around to gain an advantage on us. Um, and it stood out to me that he was standing versus 
crawling or kneeling or anything else, like everybody else in this club was doing. This person 
was standing full height like anybody else would be. 

AW: Okay. 

• I mean Iike ... like we were um, any other v1ct11n or. .. um, person that was hiding in there, 
everybody else was on the floor. Every other person we pulled out was crawling on the floor 
trying to ... to stay covered basically. 

AW: Did the subject say anything at that point? Did you hear him make any comments or? 

• Not at all. 

AW: Okay. So once you fired your rounds did he stay where he was at or did he ... 

• No the person retreated back in the bathroom and never said anything else again. 

AW: Okay so from this point where ... how long, where did you go from that. .. from that location? 

• Um, we were there for I. . .I don't even know a couple of minutes probably. Um, it seemed like a 
short period of time like this entire incident did. But I'm sure we were there for a little longer 
than that. Um, eventually we backed out and we took a position of cover where I was on um, 
kind of on this door. .. doorway right here in the reception area where I could still see this 
hallway but not the doors. Um, gave us a little bit more distance because of the threat of the 
bombs. Um and ... and the shooter. So we ... we were staged in that area there. 

AW: Okay so your entire team or just you? 

• Uh, everybody got out of there. 

AW: Okay so ya'll went from the west bar to the reception area? 

• Correct. We ... we eventually were able to. I believe .. .I believe at some point these doors were 
open as well and they were able to provide us cover once we were able to backtrack through and 
come back to that location to get distance from that. Um, because this is the area, this is the door 
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where, when the person came crawling out, I sent him to this double doors where they were 
snatched up the ... the other officers. 

AW: Okay. 

• But. .. but from this area you can't see that door. 

AW: Okay. So from this area where did you go? 

• Um, from here I covered this row for a lengthy period of time. Um, and eventually when more of 
the SWAT guys arrived in full gear I was relieved from there. I was able to go gear up. And 
when I came back um, our Bear truck was parked back out in this position here. Um, and I kind 
of rotated through and took position in the back of the truck to cover um, basically through these 
doors um, back onto that hallway. 

AW: Okay. I know what you meant by "geared up" but you left there and you went? 

• Um, I went back out through the window and back out on Orange A venue, big loop around. And 
walked back over to my truck and got my gear. 

AW: Geared up, put on your SWAT tactical uniform? 

• My actually, my heavy SW AT gear yeah. 

AW: Did you exchange weapons or. .. 

• No I. .. I kept my weapons. I already had my rifle um, so I had . . .I put on my ... my heavy vest, my 
helmet um, changed out my radio for my headset, put my gloves on but I still had Sig and my 
rifle. 

AW: What rifle? What was the? 

• Uh, it's a Sig uh, I think its M400 Rifle. 

AW: And how many magazines did you have for the rifle? 

• Urn, initially when I went in I had the one in the rifle and one additional one. Um when I went 
back with my heavy gear I believe I had two additional rifle mags on my vest. 

AW: So we're looking at probably ... 

• Three ... I would have a total of four magazines for the entire incident is what I had. 

AW: Um, are they full to capacity? 

• Yes. 

AW: And what's ... what's ... 
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• Twenty-eight is what I carry in them. 

AW: Okay. Okay. l 'm sorry now, once you ... once you was able to um, dress in your SWAT uniform 
where did you go from there? 

• Uh, once I geared back up like I said I came back over here and was basically kind of in the open 
area of um, and positioned behind the truck which was basically covering into these double 
doors. Um, so we just kind of worked in this area trying to determine where people were, just 
still try to get a better layout and continue with the plan to get the hostages out. 

AW: Okay. So once ya'll made that detennination um, where did you go from there? 

• Um, once we set up the truck with the ram, it was on Ester, the truck was moved back over here 
to this uh, this side of the building where the bathrooms were. Urn, (inaudible) of the time I 
guess other officers um, other SWAT guys were able to clear the rest of the building. Um, this is 
the area where I staged the gas uh, to deploy the gas from the truck or on the truck. Um, we 
attempted to do the explosive breach. I was over in this area that entire time. 

AW: Okay. So is this considered the west side? 

• It is. 

AW: Of the building. Okay. Okay I'm going to have you keep going. 

• Yeah that was it. .. this is marked ... 

AW: Okay so you said that the uh, the Bcarcat actually, well you ... the SWAT team they breached the 
door? 

• The explosive breach was placed here on the hallway. Um, and when that did not go off the truck 
was used or when it didn't penetrate the wall um, or make a big enough hole basically. The truck 
was used I believe initially um, and we made that hole. From there we could see that we were in 
the hallway and we were between the two bathroom doors. Uh ... 

AW: Let me get you to make a one there for the ... 

• Okay. Um, then the truck was moved to the south um, and punched holes in the southern 
bathroom wall. Um, the ... this is where we were pulling victims out, the initial victims out from 
the ... from those holes uh, where Officer Stanley and I were. 

AW: So that would be the second hole? 

• I believe so yes. 

AW: Okay. Okay so once ya'll was able to pull victims from this area ... 

Zachary Blair
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• Um, um. While we were doing that um, is when the subject began to shoot again in the northern 
bathroom. Um, as we were pulling the ... the final victim out of the bathroom here. Um, as he did 
that and he engaged us, I had to move out to my left and I fired through the ... the larger initial 
breach hole that we did um, at the suspect. 

AW: So you fired through hole number one? 

• Correct. 

AW: What's labeled on this? 

• Yeah the bigger hole. 

AW: Okay. 

• That's the larger hole. Um, I want. . .I think there was four holes, total in the wall. I believe and I 
think the other two are both in the northern bathroom. 

AW: Okay. 

• Um, I believe I don't know that's just from pictures I've seen after the incident but ... uh, once 
the ... the suspect was down we moved over and began to breach that northern bathroom with the 
truck, um where we got the victims out. Um, I remained in this area and is where I was to direct 
the patrol officers that were from the southern end. Um, eventually we made them go real wide 
around so we didn't cross the hole because of the threat of the ... the explosives still. Um, several 
victims were taken north. A couple of them were taken south. Um, once we got everybody out 
we turned it all over to EOD. 

AW: Okay so at some point there was another hole over here? 

• Yeah I believe there was two holes that were placed in this wall. 

AW: Okay. Um, once you assisted with that, did that pretty much end your involvement? 

• Yeah once the scene was turned over to EOD our whole entire group was pulled off to the side 
and that was our end of it. 

AW: Uh, do you remember how many rounds you fired? 

• Uh, no from ... I know I fired one inside and from information afterwards, I believe I fired two or 
three rounds. I know I didn't fire a lot. Um, but I believe it was two or three rounds that I fired 
when I was outside. 

AW: Okay when you was at the bar area um, how far would you say you was from that individual, the 
suspect, you saw who was assessing your area? 

• Um ... 
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AW: An estimate? 

• I don't. .. I know they were in the doorframe I don't know. I know it's a very short uh, it was a 
short hallway. It seems like maybe five to 10 yards looking back. But I don't know an exact 
distance. A lot closer than I would want to be. 

AW: Okay. I know what DD stands for. 

• Urn, um. 

AW: You said that ya'll deployed two DD rounds? 

• There were two distractionary devices that were deployed in the hole urn, as a means to distract 
um, the subject as we were attempting to make entry. 

AW: Okay. And you said that the suspect came out and once ya'll was on the farther, exterior of the 
west side wall, uh, he was firing round? 

• Yes he was. 

AW: Did anyone get struck? Did he hit anyone with any round? 

• Uh, Offic ... at that time I did not know, uh, but Officer Napolitano was struck in the head in the 
helmet. 

AW: Okay. 

CB: No. 

KF: You said you were aware that he had claimed he had some kind of explosive devices. 

• That was information we were receiving on the radio. Um, I never got any, never heard anything 
from the suspect whatsoever. 

KF: Okay 

• There was no dialogue or never heard anything from him. 

KF: And did you get relayed any information about him claiming the allegiance for ISIS or anything? 

• We did at some point over the radio. Urn, I don't know, I don't recall when that was throughout 
this entire incident. Um, when I was able to get back out on the truck um, I was given a suspect 
picture. Um, but none of that was received until after our initial entry into the club. Um, when 
and I don't recall when that infonnation came over about the ... the ISIS stuff or you know, 
specifically mentioning terrorist activity. 

AW: Alright. Uh, what was going through mind throughout this entire incident? 
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• Um, first I couldn't believe that it was actually happening here in Orlando. Um, we ... we train for 
it but you know (inaudible) but it was really, it was surreal but making entry my focus was my 
family for one and two, find the bad guy to make sure he stopped killing more people. Um, it 
was a ... a messed up situation. 

AW: Okay and why did you use deadly force? 

• Um, I feared that that was the bad guy who coming out and he was going start shooting more 
people shooting at us. I was trying to defend myself, my teammates and the other people that 
were in the ... in the building. 

AW: Okay. And that's the same the second time you fired as well? 

• Yeah both times. 

Unknown: Okay. Anymore questions? 

AW: Do you have questions for myself or if there is anything I failed to ask that you think would be 
pertinent to this investigation? 

• No I don't think so. 

AW: Alright can I get you to initial and .. .I'm s01Ty, date and sign ... 

• Um,um. 

AW: ... each diagram you marked on. (inaudible) alrighty. Well with that said the time is 12:48 we're 
going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/8/2016 
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STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1314 Hours 

CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Today's date 
is June 17, 2016. The time is approximately 1 :14 p.m. I'm at the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement Orlando Regional Operations Center reference FDLE case number OR-27-0258 
which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub 
located at 1912 South Orange Avenue in Orlando. I'm conducting an interview of Detective Raul 
Rivas of the Orlando Police Department. And also conducting the interview with me Special 
Agent, are Special Agent Afonso Williams with Florida Department of Law Enforcement and 
FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is Jason Bankowitz which is 
Detective Raul Rivas' counsel. 

Now Rivas for the record I would like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given by 
you as part of the criminal investigation into this shooting incident. And you're not being 
compelled in any way to provide a statement with us. Any time you want to stop talking or feel 
you need to stop talking or ask uh, Bankowitz any questions feel free to stop. Do you 
understand? 

RR: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay and do you understand that this is voluntary statement for the shooting and not any part of 
the administration portion of the investigation? 

RR: Yes sir. 



Chief Mina 
IE16-46RR-FDLE 
Page 2 

CB: Okay. Um, can you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear and affinn that everything, that 
the testimony you are about to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so 
help you God? 

RR: Yes sir. 

CB: Alright prior to this interview have you reviewed any audio or video regarding this incident, 
audio or video? 

RR: The news. 

CB: Just the news? 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: So have you ... did you see any videos on the news or anything like that? 

RR: Uh ... 

CB: That the news posted? 

RR: Of the .. .I think I saw the one it was a dark screen and bunch of shots being fired. Uh ... 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Well I. ... actually two ... two clips of that. The shots being fired where they showed the police 
lights and some shots being fired and there was the bad guy shooting and uh, another dark screen 
with uh, 1 believe us shooting. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay just to ... have you watched body cam ... 

RR: No. 

CB: ... or anything like that' 1 

RR: No sir. 

CB: Okay, alright. So how long have you been employed with Orlando Police Department? 

RR: Uh, over 23 years. 

CB: Twenty-three years? 

RR: Yes sir. 
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CB: Okay and what's your current duty as a ... with the agency right now? 

RR: I'm a fugitive investigator attached to the marshals. 

CB: Okay so on the night of June 12, 20 l 6, what were your duties that night? 

RR: Uh, I'm also a member of the SWAT team and we were called out for an active shooter incident 
happening at the Pulse Nightclub. 

CB: Okay. Um, so you were called for this active shooter. What ... what were you wearing that night? 

RR: Uh, full SW AT unifonn, multi-cam pants, shirt, heavy hit vest, helmet, boots. 

CB: Any insignia on there? 

RR: Yes it had POLICE on the front and the back. 

CB: Okay. Duty belt? 

RR: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay. What weapon were ... were you carrying that night? Or weapons? 

RR: Uh, I had my Sig Sauer P226 .357 caliber and also my M4. 

CB: Okay how many rounds did you have for your Sig? 

RR: In the Sig ... 

CB: And magazines? 

RR: Right. Twelve, twelve and I think eleven and twelve. So I had four magazines. 

CB: Four magazines? 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: And they were all topped off, the magazines? 

RR: I think one may have had 11 I think, yes. I can't remember. I think one may have had 11, that's 
why I said that (inaudible) yeah. 

CB: Okay. Um, and know ... you said it was a .357? 

RR: Yes. 

CB: How many rounds capacity are your magazines? 
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RR: Twelve. 

CB: Twelve each. 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay um, the M4 what. .. how many mags did you have on you? 

RR: Four. 

CB: Four and then where were filled at? 

RR: Twenty-six. 

CB: Twenty-six each? 

RR: Um,um. 

CB: Um, the one in the actual firearm itself, that was also twenty-six? 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. Alright um, and what did you drive to the scene? What did you show up there in vehicle 
wise? 

RR: GMC Terrain my police vehicle. 

CB: Okay. Any insignia outside or is it marked? 

RR: Excuse me, no it's an unmarked vehicle. 

CB: Unmarked, okay. 

RR: Very dark tinted windows. 

CB: Okay. Alright so uh, you were called for this active shooter and if you can walk me through what 
happened. 

RR: Uh. Parked on Ester and just to the east of Orange Avenue, I don't know what the name of the 
street is there. But uh, walked from there, I didn't realize, there was some confusion as to where 
we were going to meet the SWAT team so um, while I knew where Pulse I didn't know that 
Ester was the street right up against Pulse. So I kind of rode right by it, didn't realize where I, 
you know where it was. So uh, but I kept going to the east of Orange Avenue um, and walked 
back. Excuse me I caught ride back by the Bearcat. Um, as soon as I got there, this is the south 
side right here right? 

CB: Um, yes. 
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RR: This is south. 

CB: And this is (inaudible). 

RR: This is south right here. Bearcat was pulled in right here. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, Bearcat was ... was pulled in right here, if you will. Something to this manner here and ... and 
I can't say exactly, the exact angle but it was facing this way. I remember we were trying to put 
the lights in there. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, and I took a position right here. I was here with uh, another. .. another operator, -
- and we were ... we had the gun in here; we were told that the bad guy had went down this 
hallway. And again with angle we could see the hallway, we just, you know couldn't see the 
doors cause it's a bad angle there. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: And uh, that that was my first initial spot that I took. And tried to move around to get better 
angles but we ended up kind of. .. ended up here. Cause uh, 1 want to say the vehicle was kind of 
over a little bit and we just have no angle this way but we had some kind of angle on this side. 

CB: Okay. Alright so if you can mark where you positioned at that time, holding cover? 

RR: Uh, right in here somewhere. 

CB: And you said somebody was next to you? 

RR: Yeah--wewere ... wercwere ... 

CB: Okay. 

RR: ... relieving one another so you stay for a few minutes and then he'd come in you know, cause 
again that's when we got there and it's kind of what we were doing for a while on our own we 
were there for a little bit. 

CB: Okay. So the initial infonnation you get, what do you actually get told before you come out to 
this active shooter? 

RR: Uh, just active shooter was on the text that we got. 

CB: Okay. 

Zachary Blair
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RR: Um, I'm listening to the radio out there uh, it's not making a lot of sense to me you know. Just 
everybody and its sounding uh, if you will, sounded normal to me. What I mean by normal just 
how like a barricaded type of thing to me. When I get on the radio that's probably, I figured I 
turned it. .. I got the text about 2 whatever time it was, 2:15 or something like that. Um, I'm 
probably on the radio by 2:30, 2:40. Uh, and it sounds like a barricaded type deal to me. 1 
don't. .. you know people are setting up and ... uh, I remember hearing somebody call out that 
they wanted EOD there, that was a ... that was different. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: We don't normally call for them. I didn't know what the purpose of that was. But so be it, I'm 
driving. Uh, when I get there uh, there's some blood here, it was like ... it was like a valet stand 
that's right in here. And there's some ... a pool of blood there, I remember seeing that. Uh, didn't 
really strike me funny. Um, you know its blood. Uh, Andrew Bishop is over here as well. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Um, and he uh, uh, he walks me around the um, he walks me around here and tells me take a 
look inside so I could see what's going on. Um, that's when I saw all the bodies everywhere in 
the club. I... 1 uh, this .. .I think it was a window, it was broken. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Um, we went around here and in this door right here. Uh, as soon as we went in there was ... there 
was a body somewhere in here. I don't remember if it was at this doorway or this one right here. 
1 don't recall. But uh, I remember going in here and you know, just seeing bodies everywhere. 
Uh, there were guys um, over here I think trying to get an angle this way. Um, it was ... it was 
somebody, I'm not sure if they were on this side of the wall or this side, 1 didn't get a good look 
but there was people over here trying to get an angle that way here. But I don't remember exactly 
where they were around here. Again I just kind of, focused on there was a bunch of dead bodies 
here and came back out. And ... and resumed my post here. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: On the truck. 

CB: Okay. So during that time you actually walked in through the front door, it appears here? 

RR: Yes sir. 

CB: Made your way through the main dance floor area? 

RR: Yes sir. 

CB: And you observed, were these officers posted at the door? 

RR: Yeah SWAT guys were over here yes sir. 
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CB: (inaudible) okay. 

RR: And again they were trying to get some type of an angle (inaudible) up in here. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Again from the intel that we had that the bad guy was back in here somewhere. 

CB: Okay. Alright and then you come back out and you post back at the Bearcat? 

RR: Yes sir, yes sir. 

CB: Alright what happens next? 

RR: Uh, some repositioning happens. Uh, and then we uh, we ... we back out a little bit. Um, and what 
I mean by back out we just get. .. get some distance out here and the Bearcat actually comes off 
and there's some cars on the street here. We end up taking position on the cars. Uh, again just 
getting an angle in here. So we no longer had this angle right here. Uh, I believe that's ... that this 
is when; we may have backed out because we heard the information about some bomb vests. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Possibly him putting bomb vests on people and walking them out. So I think the decision was 
made to back out like we did. So now we're just ... you know, we're waiting on people to walk 
out with bomb vests. Uh, so again there's a car right here almost directly on here, parked on the 
street there. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: And so we're at an angle, distance to this doorway right now. Uh, um ... 

CB: Who's there posted with you on the cover? 

RR: 

CB: Okay. 

RR: and-· So we were doing two ... two guns up, two guys resting, 
two guns, I mean just rotating that way. 

CB: Um, um. 

RR: Um, then uh, some guys go around the back and then they're doing ... you know we hear about 
a ... on the radio hearing about explosive breach. Uh, you know and they're setting that up, setting 
that up. Um, we're sitting here, we're waiting and uh, we hear the ... an explosion and then we 
hear it didn't work quite as well as they thought it was going to work. Uh, uh, then they using the 
Bearcat I believe in there ... in there. I don't see this but you can ... you can kind of hear things 
going on back there. 
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CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, then they called for help, they needed more people back there. was, me and 
him we were the ones (inaudible) on that side of the vehicle. He was ... his gun was up there 
when they asked for help. Uh, Sergeant - and I shot around the back. Um, that's when I saw 
that we went into the south bathroom right here. Um, they were ... they were, they made a huge 
hole and they're grabbing people out. Uh, I'm ... I'm .. .I'm kind of back here right now. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Because we have officers back here. Um, across the street. And so I'm trying to be like a 
midway point cause people were waiting to shoot out to everywhere. So I'm trying to be a 
midway point for them to come to me and then dish them off to the next officers again right 
across the street here. Who had ... you know, moved up a little bit. So we kind of were trying to 
make some type of uh, alleyway here for the victims to come out. So stood there just ... just 
shuttling people the best we could. Um, when that gets done, I noticed then .. .I see there's two 
holes when J go back there, but I don't know the significance and where ... except we have a 
bathroom here. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, I then come up and I. .. I don't know 10 or 15 feet away there's a hole right here. There's a 
big hole right there. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: And you could see this door is closed. Um, and you know I'm in here somewhere. Uh, you know 
somewhere in this angle right here. And now I'm covering down on that door. Uh, and again the 
other hole where the people were at, it ... it was close. It was ... I'm not sure if it was here or here. 
But it was somewhere in .. .in this wall right here is where the other hole was. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: When they got all the people out. Um, am I doing okay ... 

CB: No that's fine, take your time. As detailed as possible you're doing great. 

RR: Uh, so I'm right here um, and then there's other guys that are here as well. Um, the Bearcat is 
back here somewhere. (inaudible) it was off to my left. l don't know exactly where it was at the 
time. I know it was there, !just don't know if it was how close it was. It was there though. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, when we're sitting here, um, and getting these people out uh, we start hearing shooting 
inside here. Um, five shots. Uh, I remember wanting to go um, in. But there was just, there's just 
no way um, to do it. Without just completely sacrificing you know, somebody. Um, cause, you 
know, the hole was uh, I don't know if it was two feet up in the air but it was a hole. And you 
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could through it but there was no way to just walk through, you had to kind of climb through it 
and it wasn't .. .it wasn't huge gapping this way but um, anyway uh, we're hearing the shots, 
hearing the shots. Um, I don't.. .I'm in plain ... I'm not sure if we were, if they gave the order 
right then to start like punching holes into the .. .into the bathroom here with the Bearcat right 
then. Or was it just before then or right at. .. but I remember that happening and also the ... the uh, 
when the shots start firing uh, it was almost immediately after the two flash bangs that we threw 
in ... in here uh, I couldn't tell you who threw them but uh, um, two flash bangs were thrown in 
here. I know that's distraction we need to do something to get that guy to hopefully focus on us. 
Um, and ... and again in that time frame, right in there, you know the Bcarcat came over here and 
started punching holes over here um, with the ... with the ram. Uh, it gets quiet for you know a 
second or two and then the door opens up and he comes out. Um, I see the muzzle flash, 
see ... see the figure. When the door opens up, it was .. .it was a flash bang goes off, you know you 
don't look into the flash bang. So you come back up, I come back up I see the door opening and 
the flash ... the muzzle flash. I focused on the muzzle flash. I saw another one and I started firing. 
Uh, as ... as everybody. Um, and it then stops. Uh, then we stopped. Um, don't see him anymore. 
Uh, myself and- come up uh, and he's laying down, his head is towards the north and his 
feet back towards us. You know, um, again the hole is about two feet that's what we kind oflook 
over and there's a, it's like a battery pack or something between his legs. So I called that out. Uh, 
my knowledge of bombs is very minimal. So I didn't know if that was something that we needed 
to won-y about. Uh, anyways so I called that out. And basically I uh, hold here for a second. 
They continue to staii breaching on ... making a hole out of here. Somebody else comes up in 
here holds that. I start helping with the ram, trying to just make the hole bigger so we can get 
more people out. Um, didn't feel safe going over the body again with this possibly being some 
type of device. We didn't want to go over that and then through the door to try to get people out 
that way. So few continued working that. .. that hole there. Um, we started using the ram trying 
to, you know; just. .. just make the hole bigger. We finally did get it big enough and sta1ted 
dragging people out of here. Uh, Tim Stanley jumped in, Sergeant - jumped in. I want to 
say a third person jumped in I. . .it may have been Perales, I'm not sure. Uh, and we drug 
everybody that. .. they found everybody they could find in there and uh, we drug them out. The 
reason I saw drug out is they were having a hard time climbing out. So we ... we were just 
basically grabbing them and yanking them out. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Uh, and bring them to safety. Uh, after that um, we backed out. And left everything. I did a mag 
change after I shot. Um, and so I left my mag I'm not sure where the hell it's at. Uh, and again 
we backed out, everybody ... once we got everybody out we all just backed out. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: That was it. 

CB: Alright so when you see uh, the guy exposes himself and the muzzle flashing from the hole here 
um ... 

RR: He .. .it's a door, he came out the door. 

CB: He came out the door? 
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RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. Um, when you see that where are you positioned .... 

RR: Right there. 

CB: And you're still positioned at the same area? 

RR: I'm right there, yeah. 

CB: Keeping the cover on there? 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. Um, do you remember how many rounds you fired? 

RR: I. .. seven to ten. 

CB: Approximately. 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Um, do you remember approximately how close you were and looking at the diagram here, you 
seem fairly close. Is the distance wise between you and the hole. 

RR: I'd say 10 to 15 feet. 

CB: (inaudible). 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. Alright do you remember who was standing around you? 

RR: I know Bishop was there. I know Sergeant - was there. Um, and I know who shot, but I'm 
trying to remember who was right next to me. Uh, cause I know - was ... was real close to 
me. I know Bishop was pretty close to me. Um, EOD guys were off to the right here I believe. 
Um, yeah I can't. .. yeah I don't remember exactly who was where (inaudible}. 

CB: Alright and what, at that point I mean you're seeing muzzle flashing and stuff. Um, were other 
people firing around you? 

RR: Yeah absolutely. 

CB: Orwere ... 

RR: Absolutely yes sir. 
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CB: Alright um, and you said you did a mag change? 

RR: Um,um. 

CB: Was it a fresh mag that you put in? 

RR: Yes, yes. 

CB: Was it like a tactical reload thing? 

RR: Yeah. 

CB: (inaudible) 

RR: Well I just dropped that one and put another one up in there. 

CB: Okay. 

RR: Thinking that ... l'd pick it back up but then we backed out, they told us to leave it there. So I 
didn't even w01Ty about going back to get it. 

CB: Okay. Alright. And what was the reason for using deadly force at that time? 

RR: Again when he came out uh, I had .. .I wasn't even sure if Stanley was still in here, he may have 
been, but when he came out he was firing at us. Uh, and I mean I thought he was going hit one of 
us, kill one of us. Uh and I was going to stop him. 

CB: Alright. Alright. 

AW: Yes so when you arrived on scene, the first time you actually heard gunshots was when you was 
along the west side of the building and you heard approximately four to five coming from the 
inside? 

RR: Yes sir. 

AW: Okay. And you ... and when the suspect actually uh, was right here at the threshold ... 

RR: Yes sir. 

AW: ... of that doorway, you said you saw his muzzle flash. So he was firing rounds at you. 

RR: Yes sir. 

AW: Did you strike anyone with any rounds to your knowledge? 

RR: Uh, he, Officer Napolitano was hit in the helmet. 



Chief Mina 
!El 6-46RR-FDLE 
Page 12 

CB: Okay. So when the suspect was at that threshold, did he say anything while you was on that side 
of the building? 

RR: Uh, while I was over here did l hear him say anything? 

AW: Did you ever hear him say anything just. .. 

RR: I.. .I don't remember hearing him say anything. No I didn't hear anything from ... from him. 

AW: I don't have anything else. 

KF: Did you get. .. did you get anything relayed to you as far as um, what he had been talking about 
on the phone, 911 calls or anything? 

RR: Um, we ... we heard earlier somewhere when I was here, or that he had called 911 and made 
mentions of allegiance to ISIS or something like that. And then uh, we also heard that uh of 
course heard what he had done and we heard that he had talked about some bombs and bomb 
vests, putting that on some of the victims and having them walk out. Uh, that's the only thing 1 
call recall right now. 

KF: So um, and you've been on the SWAT team for a long time? 

RR: Uh yeah 15 years. 

KF: Yeah so based on your knowledge and training and experience when that intel's relayed to you 
and you've already seen um, you know the amount of casualties there ... 

RR: Yes sir. 

KF: Is it fair to say that at that point your mindset, you know you're dealing with probably somebody 
beyond, obviously beyond like a ... you know a crime of passion, or personal grievance or 
something like that? 

RR: Yeah absolutely sir. Uh, when ... when I went in here and looked around, uh, 1 can't remember 
where it was now but um, I remember somebody pointing out that there was a magazine and it 
was ... I only saw one but there was a few of them in there. And that would have relayed to me 
again, that further lets me know that this is ... this is not a crime passion. In my years of being a 
robbery detective, you know this was calculated. He went in there and knew what he was doing. 
You know, had enough sense to change the mags, move through the building, killing several 
people. Uh, 1 mean a crime of passion, but that doesn't fit a crime of passion. 

KF: No. Alright. 

CB: Anything else? 

KF: No. 
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CB: Is there anything, sign and date your picture that you drew on. Is there anything we didn't ask 
you that you think might be relevant to this? 

RR: I got. .. I went through the whole thing, that's it. Uh, today's date? 

CB: 17th
. 

KF: Yes. 

RR: Thanks. 

CB: This concludes the interview at I :38 p.m. 

/cf 11/9/2016 
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STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1341 Hours 

AW: We're on tape. This is Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement. Today's date is June 17, 2016. Time is approximately 1341 hours. I am at FDLE, 
Orlando Regional Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a 
police use of force investigation that occurred on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange A venue. l 'm conducting an interview with Officer 

• Yes sir. 

AW: Okay. Of the Orlando Police Department. Uh, also conducting the interview with me is FDLE 
Special Agent Craig Beers and FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is 
Jason Bankowitz, Officer - attorney. 

Um, just for the record I would like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given as 
part of a criminal investigation into the shooting incident and not. .. and you are not being 
compelled in any way to provide a statement, do you understand? 

• Yes sir. 

AW: Any time during these proceedings if you don't want to talk let me know and I'll tum off the 
recorder and you're free to leave . 

• Okay. 

AW: Alright. Do you understand that this is a voluntary statement being taken as part of a criminal 
investigation and is not, I repeat not an Internal Affairs administrative statement? 
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- Yes sir I understand. 

AW: Okay. With that said can I get you to raise your right hand? 

- Sure. 

AW: Do you swear and affirm that the testimony you are about to provide is the trnth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

- Ido. 

AW: Okay. Before I get started go like this "breath (deep breath)". 

- (deep breath) 

AW: There you go one more time. 

- (deep breath) 

AW: There you go. 

- (laughs) 

AW: Alright um, prior to this interview did you have an opportunity to review any type of video or 
hear any recordings as it relates to this incident? 

- No recording but there's already all kind of video all over social media and stuff so. 

AW: Okayso ... 

- I'll be honest enough to tell you that I've seen, but all. .. the only video that I've seen on social 
media is .. .is all you hear is the gunfire. I mean it's not like you can actually sec anything. All 
you hear is a bunch yelling and gunfire and then it's done. 

AW: Okay. So other than social media uh, you didn't hear any/ see any video, body cam video or 
anything of that nature? 

- No sir nor am I aware that there is any. 

AW: Okay. Okay how long you been employed by OPD? 

- Just about twenty-two years. 

AW: And on the date of the shooting were you perfonning your duties as a police officer? 

- Yes sir. 
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AW: Okay and what were you assigned to ... (inaudible)? 

- Well I mean I was at home at the time. But my primary assignment is Metropolitan Bureau of 
Investigation. 

A \V: And you 're also assigned to the SWAT team? 

- The, yeah that is correct. 

AW: Okay. Okay so when you did respond to the scene what unifonn were you wearing? 

- Our multi-cam fatigues. 

AW: So it would be your SW AT tactical uniform? 

- Yes sir. 

AW: What weapon were you catTying or weapons? 

- Uh, I had my ... my issued Sig Sauer pistol, thigh rig, um, and then my ... my rifle is a Sig uh, 5.56 
or .223 tactical rifle. 

AW: And the pistol that you had was it a 9 or .357? 

- It's the ... SWAT is issued the .357 caliber. 

AW: Okay for the SIG .357, how many magazines did you have? 

- Uh, one in the magazine, excuse me, one in the magazine well and then two additional on my 
vest. 

AW: Okay. And how many rounds you had in each? 

- Uh, twelve. 

AW: Did you have one in the chamber? 

- Ofcoursc. 

AW: That'll be twelve plus one? 

- Probably 11 plus 1 if I had to remember cotTectly. 

AW: Okay and how many magazines you had for the .223? 

- Obviously I had one ... one in my weapon. And then I believe I had five additional. 

AW: How many rounds in each mag? 
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- I generally cany between 25 and 27 rounds per magazine. And that's only because urn, during an 
administrative reload uh, often times if you carry 30 rounds in the magazine, it won't seat in the 
rifle if the barrel is forward. 

AW: Okay so anywhere between ... 

- Actually not the barrel but if the uh, if the uh, you guys know what I'm saying. 

CB: Bolt. 

- I apologize the bolt. .. 

CB: That's fine. 

- ... the bolt is forward it won't seat. 

AW: Okay so anywhere between 25 and 27 rounds? 

- Yes sir that's correct. 

AW: Just to go back in the beginning. It's Agent- correct? 

- Yes sir but I mean that's ... there's nothing about sexy about that title. It really doesn't mean 
anything. 

AW: Okay. 

- It's not a promotion or nothing you know what I mean and so its ... 

AW: Just want to make sure I get it right. 

- You're not going to hurt my feelings either way so don't worry about that. 

AW: Alright. Alright how ... how did you become involved in this incident? 

- Just by receiving the initial call out. I mean I was home asleep and I got the initial call out. I get 
all my pages through my phone. To respond based on an active shooter. 

AW: Okay so what I'm going to do is I'm ... now it's your time. I'm going to tum it over to you and 
from uh, from start to the end. 

- Okay. I got the call out between 2:00 and 2:30 in the morning. Um, I got up and my first. .. my 
initial reaction is you know, who in the world would want to shoot up a gay club. So my ... my 
initial thought was there was an incident that started somewhere else that ended up there. That's 
what I honestly thought. And then uh, as I was getting my things together urn, downstairs, my 
dad called who was also a police officer with Orlando and he asked me if I gotten called yet. 
Gotten called out yet. And I got 'Yeah "and I said "well what's going on". He goes hey, he said 
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"son it's real bad''. And I said "well what do you mean". He goes "there's a guy in there and he's 
shooting and" ... um, he goes "you've got multiple people down". And um, he goes "it's legit" he 
goes "this isn't some 
BS thing I'm just letting you know it's real bad". So I said okay um, then of course I just. .. that 
made me really rush to get there. 

Um, we uh, you know met with some other SW AT guys off of Ester and Baylaria and that's 
where we e~ing. And then um, we jumped on the APC and me and my pattner at the 
time, Agen~, um, and a couple of other guys, younger guys, were told to go to the 
northwest comer of the nightclub. 

AW: This one right here is a diagram of the facility are you ... I'm going to let you get acclimated to it 
and see if you ... 

- Well obviously this is where everything took place. So my partner and I initially were posted up 
here along with two other SW AT officers, Ricardo Duenas and uh, Michael Napolitano. And it 
was just basically to ... to cover this particular area of the um, of the building. Um, what is 
missing though is ... is there's ... there was a hallway back here. 

CB: You can mark it up. 

- Oh it is, okay. There is a ... there was a long hallway back here that went the whole length. Um, 
because I mean obviously we ... we had ... uh, at the ... the first, one of the first things that we did 
um, myse~tner Agent Jon Cute and then Officer Tim Stanley um, we, I covered Tim and 
I believe ..... l covered them. I covered long um, they actually went in here and we were 
able to recover uh, four or five individuals. And I don't know if they came from here or they 
were on stage somewhere. My ... my .. .I'm inclined to say it was from back here. But we 
definitely brought them out this way. And then back out here. 

AW: Okay so you maintained cover here? 

- Correct I was cover. . .I was covering long while they were able to ... to get them out. And then 
once they were out then of course we backed back out and then just maintained uh, covering 
that. .. this part of the building. 

AW: Alright let me get you to put your initials here? 

- Sure. 

AW: Will show me that you maintained cover there? 

- Um,um. 

A \V: Okay so once you maintained cover, once ya'll was able to get the individuals out, where did you 
go from there? 

- We basically backed out and we still maintained cover of the ... the west side and northwest part 
of the building. Um, the next thing we did um, I believe it was Officer Tim Stanley got word that 

Zachary Blair
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there were individuals um .. .I'll go ahead and just call them hostages were ... were here in this 
dressing room here. There was a window unit, and um, we were a ... with our help and their help, 
we pushed that window unit in and we were able to resc .. .I don't remember how many people 
were rescued out of here. Out of, through this window unit hole. 

Um, and again I believe I maintained .. .I believe I was just. .. I was just covering here with my 
rifle while they got. .. got people out. Uh, and then again once that was done we backed up and of 
course there was ... we were behind a patrol car back around here. Uh, and we were just posted up 
back here using the patrol car as cover. 

And then urn, I believe you know, it's ... and of course there was some ... there some down time 
cause I mean he would call in and go "Hey I've made my peace with Allah" and all that 
nonsense. And I don't know how many times he called in. There may have been times he called 
in where they didn't filter down to us cause maybe it just wasn't pertinent that we needed to 
know. Urn, then where it got, really started to get active is when the time that he made a call.. .I 
would assume to 911 and said "hey I've got four bomb vests and I'm putting them on four 
hostages and I'm going to send the four hostages out". Um, and then at that point the um, I 
believe it was Sergeant - and uh, another group of SWAT officers um, came around this 
way. And then they set up to do an explosive breach on this bathroom. We were kind ... by that 
time we were confident the suspect was in here so we knew there was a bunch of people hiding 
in here. So the point was to you know, blow a hole in this wall and then to uh, you know to get 
them out. 

Um, I'm sorry ... what was I about to cut you off? 

AW: No keep going. 

- Okay. 

AW: Just trying to ... 

- Um, the ... they gave a 3-2-1 count the ... the explosive charge did go off, it was a failed breach. 
Um, to ... and we got the go ahead to use the Lenco Bearcat, has a ram on it to ... to breach the 
wall. The ... the Bearcat actually broke out this wall first here, if I remember correctly in the 
hallway. Made that real large hole so we could actually sec down there and then at that point we 
were actually able to see the doorway to that opposite bathroom. After that the Bcarcat actually 
hit the area where the breach, or excuse me where the failed breach had occurred with ... with the 
explosives. Uh, made a couple of large holes, made a hole here where the failed breach was and 
then made another hole next to it. We were able to get uh, people ... those people out. Um, got 
those people out. We ... everyone pretty much kind of you know repositioned themselves. Um, 
there was ... there was ... there were ... there was a team here, um, the APC was approximately, 
was still and I don't have enough paper cause it wasn't this particularly close, was here. Um, at 
the time I was right here, covering down. Um, and then it was, then we started hearing shots go 
off, systematic shots. Urn, I.. .you know thinking back or not really thinking back at the time it 
didn't seem loud enough to be from a rifle. I honestly thought it was from the pistol that he had 
and they were pretty much systematic, like pop, pop, pop like he was just executing people is 
what we believed he was doing. So we called it out that shots were being fired. Urn, the order 
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was immediately given to use the APC to ... to knock a hole in that bathroom uh, in the .. .into the 
uh, to this ... excuse me into this bathroom. 

Um, I believe the first hole, if I remember correctly was probably around here, uh not too far 
from the wall. Um, again so the APC ended up being about right here. I believe Lieutenant 
Bigelow and my partner_, moved over to the left side to ... to cover that way. I stayed on 
the ... on the uh, on the passenger side still. And then uh, at that point that's when I believe what 
probably caused him to come out. He came out uh, firing his ARl 5. Um, right here ... um, the 
first thing I saw was muzzle flash obviously. I vectored in on ... on the muzzle flash. Um, I fired 
my weapon uh, directly where I, pretty much where I saw the muzzle flash and maybe just a little 
bit to the left. Cause obviously with the muzzle is, isn't where the body is. So I put my ... my aim 
point which is just a holographic red dot sight just slightly left of the muzzle flash and then that's 
where I started laying down fire. 

And then um, obviously he ... I honestly believe that he first began his direction of fire was to my 
team out this way. And obviously that's probably ... that's when Officer Napolitano was hit. And 
then of course uh, my guys that way, the team that way directed their fire towards him. Um, he 
went down. I remember it was Lieutenant Scott Smith yelled for everyone to cease fire, which 
we did. Um, and then it was uh, I believe it was once everyone ceased fire um, Lieutenant 
Bigelow um, uh and it's just a test to the caliber of ... of who he is the ... well he was one of 
the ... he's also one of the assistant team commanders, Lieutenant Bigelow said "Hey because of 
the ... the issue of the IED's and the ... and I guess he had also made a statement that he had a 
bomb vest on himself' he said "we don't need this guy, you know, being able to push a button a 
blow up someone needs to go up there and make sure that this is over". And then Lieutenant 
Scott Smith, which attests to the caliber of him, being the senior most SWAT officer there uh, 
said that well he goes "I will take care of it" he went up there with -• - acted as 
his cover officer and then Lieutenant Scott Smith put round in his head. Um, just to make sure 
that there was no issue that we wouldn't have any problems of him blowing anything up. It was a 
done deal. 

And then at that point the uh, the EOD guys from Orange County, they come, they saw 
something on him. Um, I never saw it. I don't know what it was that they saw. But I know 
they ... I was ... I was right there with everybody else and they said "hey this is an active device 
guy on this ... on this fellow; you guys need to back up a 1000 feet". And then that's when the 
team leader, Sergeant said "look we've got people in this bathroom, we won't pull 
them out of this door, can we pull them out of the hall and get these folks out". Cause we ... there 
was still people, most of them were dead but we knew there were still people alive in here. Um, 
to which the bomb guy said "yes get them out now". So um, I don't remember who ... who went 
in here. -- .. Sergeant - may have been one of the guys that actually went in here. But 
um, they were able to get five people out. I believe it was five out. Of course there was at least 
10 people already dead. Um, and if I remember correctly they said that he actually used bodies to 
barricade the door to that bathroom. So once we got uh, those five people out um, we turned the 
scene over to those bomb guys and then we just made ourselves, uh, we just. .. we left in this 
direction and ended up across the street somewhere just safely away from ... or far enough away 
where we thought in case there was a live device. 

AW: Okay you mentioned the HPC, that's the Bearcat? 
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- The APC, yes sir. 

AW: APC, I'm sorry. 

- Some guys will call it an APC, armored personnel carrier; some guys will call it the Bearcat. 
That's the official name the Lenco Bearcat, Lenco is the manufacturer, the model name is the 
Bearcat. 

AW: Okay. So basically when you arrived on scene you assisted you, Agent 

- Yessir. 

AW: Uh, did you mention someone else? 

- And I ... well and Tim Stanley was ... was over here a lot, uh, yeah doing the same thing that we 
were doing. 

AW: Okay. So when you arrived on scene, you and your fellow SWAT operators rescue ... 

- Initially it was people from ... from back here, behind this area, that. .. we went down this hallway. 
Um, I think it was Tim and - went in this doorway while I covered outside the long 
hallway and got these people out. 

AW: Would that be the west, I'm sorry the north side? 

- Yes sir it would be the north side. And then secoIJ.d rescue was here in this dressing room after 
the window unit was pushed into the building. And then the third rescue would be the south 
bathroom. And then the final one would have been obviously the north bathroom. 

AW: Okay. So once you assisted with ... with the rescue you positioned yourself behind a vehicle? 

- Yes sir, yah. 

AW: From the far west? 

- Um, um, after. .. after the first rescue we went back behind the vehicle just to maintain cover and 
just maintain coverage of this area. And then ... and then after this rescue of the dressing room, 
we went back behind here and just maintained cover waiting for the next set of ... the next set of 
events to occur which would have been the rescue out of this uh, southern bathroom. 

AW: Okay. So at some point you heard gunshots from the interior? 

- As soon as we got all the people out of this southern bathroom and we had re .. .if I remember, if 
mem01y serves, we had just reset, that's when we heard the shots ring out. The systematic "pop, 
pop, pop, pop". 

AW: Do you know how many, approximately, shots you heard? 
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- Uh, I would imagine about four to five ... approximately. 

AW: Okay. And from that point you was positioned on the passenger side? 

• Of the APC, yes sir. 

AW: Okay. Of the passenger side. You maintained that position until you saw the suspect? 

- Well I never actually saw him, I saw the muzzle flash. 

AW: The muzzle flash? 

- Of the uh, of the long gun. 

AW: Okay. And then that's when you fired rounds? 

• That is c01Tcct. 

AW: Do you know how many rounds you fired? 

- I do not. 

AW: Okay you ... you mentioned and its audio it would not, recording is not picking ... you said that 
once you saw the muzzle flash towards this way. Now what direction would that be? 

- Uh, that would be towards the south. 

AW: Okay so you saw the individual, the suspect who was inside, firing towards the south. 

• And I can ... I guess I should say I only sunnised ... I would only sunnise that because based on 
the ... his view that would be from that open wall, okay, that we breached. And then when he 
opens the door, I mean he would have seen flashlights and ... and guys and stuff. You know what 
I mean? So that. . .I mean there would have been no way for him to see me so that. .. he was firing 
at ... at those guys. That's why I say that. 

AW: So you fired rounds um ... 

- Correct. 

AW: Um, you're not sure how many? 

- Correct. 

AW: Were you the only one firing rounds? 

- Oh, no, no, no. um, I fired here ... from here. Obviously my fellow SWAT operators on this side 
fired in this direction. And then I believe Lieutenant Bigelow fired rounds from that direction 
into here. 
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AW: Okay. Did you hear the suspect say anything; did he make any comments while you was in 
position? 

- No sir. 

AW: Or throughout this incident when you was on scene? 

- No sir. And as a matter of fact I mean once it was over, I didn't feel any need to go even go look 
at him. I never, I didn't. 

AW: What was going through your state of mind throughout this entire incident? 

- Um, just that uh, this ... this was the real. .. this was the real thing. I mean it was ... it was .. .it was 
scary. It was .. .it was ... it was really scary. And I mean it was just the ... and was just the totality 
of the circumstances. We knew they were you know there were bodies left in there. So I mean 
there was that sense of urgency to get it over with as soon as we could but we had to do in a safe 
manner. Cause you know, the rules of engagement stay, you know, once ... you know, once we 
arrived there had been no more shots fired. He had barricaded him. We knew he had hostages, 
you know, so they have to establish that. .. or at least attempt to establish that line of contact with 
him. Um, and um, so ... um, and the ... the, you know, the potential of him sending out hostages 
with bomb vest, you know that was nerve wracking. Um, and you know you just. .. I was ... I was 
scared. I was .. .l was afraid for me and I was afraid for my ... for my fellow SWAT ... my fellow 
SWAT officers. Um, you know cause one I didn't know, one I didn't know if the place would 
blow up. Or two you know, I...I didn't. .. ! knew .. .I mean we knew in our heart of hearts it was 
going to end peacefully. You know especially when he's making all this ... the terrorist rhetoric 
with making his peace with Allah and I guess he had um, sworn allegiance to ISIS and all that 
nonsense and stuff so. 

AW: So a lot of information that you was hearing, you was hearing via your pmiable radio? 

- That is concct sir and our headsets. 

AW: Headsets okay um, and why did you use deadly force? 

- Only became he came out shooting first. 

CB: Nothing. 

KF: The only thing I got, just to summarize and you already pretty much covered it but um, so 
looking at this situation you said you felt it was the real deal. Um, in the sense that you were 
dealing with the subject with who had put significant thought into what he was doing. Urn, was 
utilizing tactics and techniques that were beyond um, reasonably associated with like a street 
level offender correct? 

- Oh yes. And I mean we had three, two or three callouts just prior to this incident. And it was I 
mean it was totally, totally different. You know and I mean obviously we're all asking the same 
questions. I mean probably they ... they ... you guys are asking yourselves or hopefully it will 
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come to light is ... cause the guy drove such a long way to here. And it's like I mean I'm sure 
there's a gay club closer to Po1t St. Lucie than ... than this in Orlando. So it's kind of like well 
why this place. I mean what was it. So I mean we took it as that he took a lot of thought into it. 
Obviously knew where he was and I mean cause he inflicted so much damage in such a short 
amount of time. Um, you know obviously he was ... he was skilled with the weapons that he used. 
So we weren't' dealing with some you know, you know, like the previous two callouts were the 
carjacked a car and you know fled on foot when his car crashed and banicaded himself in a 
house. I mean that's ... that's one of our garden variety callouts. You know, so ... yes that's why. 

KF: Thank you. 

CB: Anything else? 

AW: Do you have any questions for me or if there's anything we failed to ask that you think would be 
to this investigation? 

- No sir. Well I mean obviously it: I mean if I think of something else l 'll reach out to you guys. 

AW: Alright. 

JB: I got nothing. 

CB: Can you just sign and date. 

- Of course I will. 

AW: Alright the time is 1407 we're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/9/2016 
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CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Depa1tment of Law Enforcement. Today's date 
is June 17, 2016. The time is approximately 2: 16 p.m. I'm at the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement office, or Orlando Regional Operations Center in reference to FDLE case number 
OR-27~0258 which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse 
Nightclub located at 1912 South Orange Avenue in Orlando. Also .. J'm conducting an interview 
of Officer ... are you ... 

TS: Officer is fine. 

CB: Officer Timothy Stanley of the Orlando Police Department. Conducting the interview with me is 
are FDLE Agents, Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement and FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington., also present is Officer Timothy Stanley's 
counsel, Jason Bankowitz. And Mr. Stanley for the record I would like to clarify that is a 
voluntary statement being given to you as part of a criminal investigation into the shooting 
incident and that you •re not being compelled in any way to provide a ~1atement. At any time you 
wish to stop talking and terminate the interview you can feel free to, do you understand? 

TS: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay. And do you understand that is a voluntary statement into the criminal investigation and 
has nothing to do with administration part of it? 

TS: Yes sir. 

1 
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CB: Okay. Can you please raise your right hand for me? Do you swear and affirm that um, the 
testimony you are to provide is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you 
God? 

TS: Yes sir. 

CB: Prior to this interview today have you reviewed any video, body cameras or audio ... 

TS: No. 

CB: ... relating to this incident at all? 

TS: No. 

CB: On June 12, okay. And how long have you been employed with Orlando Police Department? 

TS: Just over 18 years. 

CB: Okay. And uh, what are your, what's your current assignment now? 

TS: I'm in the charge of the Field Training Unit and assigned with SWAT. 

CB: Okay. How long have you been with the SWAT Team? 

TS: Just over 17 years. 

CB: Okay alright in the Field Training Unit what are your duties? 

TS: Duties ... 

CB: (inaudible). 

TS: ... uh, no from the very initial interview with the Chief of Police all the way till they go solo on 
the road I'm part of their life. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Coordinate, I coordinate who they ... who trains them. I do a lot of training with them. 

CB: Okay. Alright so on June 12th you were ... how do you receive, how do you get involved in this? 

TS: Um ... 

CB: Is it a ... 

TS: The call out came over the page. 

CB: Okay so it was a SWAT callout, okay. 
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TS: Yeah but um, I was looking for a text, somebody text me "active shooter downtown" so I just 
started rolling. 

CB: Okay. Um ... 

TS: But I don't know who that was. 

CB: Okay. So your ... your duties that night was SWAT operator? 

TS: SWATyes. 

CB: Okay, alright. Um, the night of June 12th when you were notified for SWAT what was your 
unifonn that you were wearing? 

TS: Um, multi-cam uniform. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: With a combat shirt that has multi-cam sleeves. 

CB: All the gear? 

TS: Yeahlhad .. . 

CB: Duty belt .. . 

TS: The SW AT vest, the helmet um ... 

CB: And insignia on your ... 

TS: POLICE yeah. 

CB: So okay, alright and what vehicle were you operating? 

TS: To drive there? 

CB: Yes. 

TS: A white Nissan Titan. 

CB: Okay marked any ... 

TS: Unmarked. 

CB: Unmarked, okay. 

TS: Yeah. 
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CB: Alright, alright so and the night of the incident what weapons were you catTying? 

TS: Um,M4 ... 

CB: Okay. 

TS: And my ... my Sig Sauer. 

CB: And your Sig what caliber is that? 

TS: .357. 

CB: And how many mags did you have on your person? 

TS: Three. 

CB: Three and were ... how many rounds in each mag? 

TS: Fifteen. 

CB: Fifteen in each okay. 

TS: I'm sotTy twelve. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Yeah. 

CB: And were all the mags topped off? 

TS: Yes sir. 

CB: Uh, one in the chamber? 

TS: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay and for your M4 how many mags did you have on your person? 

TS: Uh, I started out with six but I lost some during some of the rescues. I lost some ofmy gear. 

CB: Okay. Alright and were your mags topped off? Or how many rounds did you have in each? 

TS: Uh, 25 in each. 

CB: Um, um. 

TS: Yeah. 
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CB: Was there one in the magazine well of the M4? 

TS: Yes there was. 

CB: And was that one also 25 rounds? 

TS: That's part of the 25, yes. 

CB: That's part ofit, okay alright. Alright so how did you get involved in this incident that night? 

TS: From the ... just talk from the beginning? 

CB: Yeah start from the beginning and ... (inaudible). 

TS: Do you have I see you have pictures there and stuff. 

CB: Yep got a couple of photographs and the floor layout for Pulse Nightclub (inaudible) Google 
maps here. Whatever's easier for you to review dming ... during the details you give. You can 
mark them up. 

TS: Okay. 

CB: If it helps you recollect where you were. 

TS: Um, I don't need those. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: And this is looking uh, north here I think. 

CB: Yeah that's looking north, this is the south wall. 

TS: That's looking, that's the back of the wall. 

CB: Yeah that's the back. 

TS: Okay. 

CB: And then this is the actual floor layout. North being where Pulse Nightclub is written at the top 
here? 

TS: Alright. 

CB: So ... 

TS: Like when ... 
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CB: So if you can ... 

TS: When I first got there? 

CB: ... start when you initially got the SWAT callout? 

TS: Oh yeah, no I can do that. 

CB: And what information you heard or provided for the callout. 

TS: Um normally our SW AT team we assemble, get a game plan go from there. But this one here 
was all self-deployment. Like as you showed up you were just being plugged. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um I'm one of the team leaders on the team so I was looking for Scott Smith or John Bigelow, 
some of the other team leaders to figure out what's going on. I ran up here in the 

north side where I met with Scott Smith. Uh, he told me to go inside to check severity and check 
on these two teams that he had posted here. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: At the doors to make sure they were locked in. Um, ran there, checked on them, checked on 
them. Um, then I realized the severity of what we were dealing with. Came back out and there 
was also a team posted here I believe. I came back to Scott said they're good. Uh, at that time 
Captain Canty was out here. Um, Captain Canty told me to go check the building, which for me 
that means; go check the exterior where we can go in, the rooftop, stuff like that, doors. So I did 
a full circle around the building, exterior. Observed two doors right here that are in an alleyway. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Uh, observed an air conditioning unit in the um, this wall right here. Do you want me to label 
them or ... 

CB: Yeah if you can mark it up and uh, whatever easier marker or blue pen. Okay ... 

TS: Came back gave him the report and they were still setting up stuff here. Um, then Captain Canty 
said ... asked if we could breach this door to go see if this doors breaches. And I think that uh, 
that door is opening the wrong way. I think it opens right to left, out. 

CB: Oh it opens out, okay. 

TS: Yeah I think it, it opens that way. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, I'm pretty sure from what I remember. So I ran back there and I had a team over here. I 
remember uh, - I believe, Perales, Duenas and I told them on me to 
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come up here, we had to check this door. We had to move some uh, there was a Coke machine or 
something there that we had to haul away to be ready for a team to go in. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Went up pulled the door and the frigging door opened. Like it was caught initially but then it 
popped open that far. Then all of a sudden I heard voices up here to my left whispering "we're 
right here". Um, I kind of had a general idea of where the bad guy was but we were just ... we 
didn't know if he could punch threw walls at this point. But I knew he was back here. Just 
stepped in, posted, um, and four guys came out of this room behind me who were taken away. 
Propped this door open, came running back to Captain, told him we got four out of that uh, north 
room. Um, I explained some of the other stuff I saw, the bathrooms, just from looking the roof, 
the pipes. Uh, stuff like that I observed. And that we could ... we could penetrate these walls with 
our ... our Bearcat. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: So he wanted me to get a team to start putting the Bearcat ram together, start staging that. Um, 
then I was asking where the owner of the place was cause when I was running through the 
building I was looking for a fire plan, escape plan, which I couldn't find, like to give us a layout. 

CB: Um,um. 

TS: So then I had to run over this way, got the owner, met with him. We're coming back, um, and 
he's on the phone the whole time. We get back here and I bring him ... pretty much this view 
right here. Right here and I'm having him explain the rooms, what's where in the back of the 
building. How ... how it's laid out. I had a just a ... a wet piece of paper, cause I was sweating, 
trying to draw this layout. And then finally I was like "who are you on the phone with; you need 
to listen to me". And he said his employee I said "well you can talk to your employee later". And 
he said "well they're inside", "give me the phone". So he gave me the phone, I'm talking to this 
guy. Um, his name is Michael. Um, so Michael says "I heard you when you came inside". Um, 
you know, thank God that it was me that went through that door cause all of a sudden I'm like, 
cause he said, you ... you just left here. I heard you, whatever their names were say whoever. 

So I go running back to Captain, I said "I think I know exactly where they are. He said he has 
eight people in there". I said I can get a team we ... we can save these eight. Um, and Captain just 
"do it. Just try not to get banged up' he said. Um, so as I'm running back around, you can't see 
the A/C is this picture. 1 ... 1 stop and all of sudden I see the A/C unit in the wall. It's probably uh, 
this height right here. 

CB: Yeah. 

TS: Um, I stopped and I'm still talking to Mike, I got the same team on me to help me right here. I'm 
like "hey is there a window A/C unit in your wall". He said yes. So I went up and I just tapped 
on it. I said "do you hear that" "yes". Um, gave him instructions that I was going to push it in. 
But they ... they had to catch it and like lower it quietly cause um, I didn't want shots flying 
through. So he ... I listened to him giving them the instructions and then he says uh, "we have one 
person that's going to fit through the hole:" I said "we will get them through the hole". And that 
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happens and the big one comes through first. You know and I was talking to him saying that 
whoever's the healthiest go last because they had to help each other to come out and pull them 
out of this hole. 

By this time I know they're working the robot. We're ... I'm running back to the Captain, telling 
we got eight more. Um, now the Captain's on his way to the command post. We're getting the 
words of uh, suicide vest, 15 minute countdown. Um, he's ... and we were getting reports that 
somebody was texting us from the inside. Not the bad guy. Um, so Captain goes, EOD guys 
show up. "Hey can blow holes through this wall" "yeah we can do it" they're getting their 
charges ready. The initial plan from what I understand was to go attack him if it went active, if 
he starts shooting again. 

CB: Um,um 

TS: But this whole time I'm talking, this guy didn't do nothing until the very end, which we'll get to. 
Um, so the explosions come in, which changed that plan. So now uh, Captain Canty and I know 
Chief Mina were like "save as many as you can". And that plan came down to go after this 
bathroom. 

Uh, went up, they put the breach on, uh, it failed and then immediately was our Bearcat coming, 
cause we were already staged for that, ready for it. And for some reason we breached in this 
hallway thinking it was this bathroom. 

CB: If you can just mark it? 

TS: Just one, put number one? 

CB: Yeah that's perfect. 

TS: You don't have a picture of like the holes or nothing right? 

CB: No. 

TS: Alright. And to our luck, the um, that hole ended up saving more lives; it was just how it worked 
out. Breach there and that makes like a door size hole. Um, Scott recognizes where we are cause 
he was inside here initially. And is telling us the bad guy's right here. Like that's the bad guy 
door right there. So we adjust over, we punch a hole here um, I'll put number two, and then 
number three. Number two was a pie, but I was able to go there and just put uh, my pistol in with 
my flashlight and I was able to look in there and see all the people that were all like crowded 
around here. Then they started running the hole trying to get out. I told them to get back. Started 
punching number three what was happening was our ram was pushing blocks on top of victims 
that are still alive um, that were getting trapped. Uh, we told him to stop, called for the handheld 
ram and then I just started working the hole. Ramming it with a handheld to make it bigger. Then 
we started getting all the victims out of this number three hole. And I don't even know how 
many, there was a lot, a lot of them. 

Um, I had to reach in, there was somebody stuck under this block and stuff and pull him out. 
Um, there was two people left and the ... the second to last was good. And I was yelling at him to 
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help the other guy, cause the other guy had been hip shot it seemed, leaning against this wall 
right here. He wouldn't help him, just wanted to get out so we got him out. So I now am talking 
to this guy and I think his name was Orlando, I'm not sure. Just telling him to fall, I started to 
come partially through the hole, finally was able to just a piece of his pants and flip him, 
grabbing his wrist. Just start coming out of the hole and I can see like shadows cause it looked 
like there was stained glass here. Heard the ... heard shots um, my team was already staged with 
diversionary devices and the Bearcat was already staged to start doing a rescue for an active 
shooter for hostage rescue. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, I started yelling "DD" um, when he was shooting I...I felt,·I don't know ifit was our DD's 
that went off or the bullets, cause I didn't hear no screaming or nothing, that he was shooting like 
towards us. Cause I kept getting wood splinters in my face as I was grabbing him. So now I'm 
pulling him out harder, then all of a sudden I see a big shadow emerge. I popped my head outside 
and I see him walking out the door which is right there. Um, I just saw the rifle. I saw the rifle 
come out; I didn't see the handgun or nothing. Uh, and he was already shooting at my guys. My 
guys ... 

CB: {inaudible). 

TS: ... yeah my guys, as I'm working the victims here, my guys made a wall right here. Like more or 
less a um, we didn't have no bunkers or nothing like that but just made a firewall pointed that 
way. So he came out shooting, I saw that. I was pulling my ... my guy, I took two steps ... and all 
of sudden I lost him. And then I thought that this guy shot my guy that I was just trying to save. 
Um, at the same time I drew my pistol turned around and engaged and he was still standing 
shooting until he finally got KO'd I think, I'm not sure. Um, Scott Smith starts yelling cease fire. 
They're doing a check, I'm yelling to check yourselves cause I.. .I don't know how the guy 
didn't get any of us. Um, I remember grabbing a couple groins just to feel, cause I was 
convinced they got hit. That's when Nap walked up behind me said "Stan I think I've been hit in 
the head". I lied told him he was fine go get checked out and hurry back. Um, so they're still 
dealing with this guy and then I hear another shot because there's a device on him, some kind of 
battery pack. Um, I didn't see that cause I was, at this time, as soon as I got done with Nap I 
went looked at my guy and he was still alive. Yanked him out of the hole and I don't even know 
who dragged him away at that point. 

Um, keep going? 

CB: Yeah. 

TS: While this was happening the shooting, when the guy initially started shooting diversionary 
devices, uh, and I was pulling this guy out, we were ramming, I'll put number four, and five. 
Oops the wrong side. They were ... they were pushing in on um, number four which ended up 
being a stall and broke a water pipe. Backed out they're yelling lower the boom to move to the 
south so he starts punching a hole at number five. Uh, -and I run over there, I 
grabbed the ram again. We run over there to number fou~ yelling in there "does 
anybody have a vest on, does anybody have a bomb" cause we had infonnation he had 
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a ... making a vest. They're all screaming '"no but he has a bomb, he put a bomb in there". EOD 
screaming at us to get out of there cause of a bomb because of the battery pack. 

Um, then right where we were -nd I saw a guy drowning under a body cause it was filling 
up with water, we just say him trying to fight. So -and I just said we're going in. Went 
through the hole, um, got him and then we started pulling out more bodies here. And we were 
pushing them out number five. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, I know the last person that was here cause I was done, spent at this time, I was asking her to 
help me but she said she had been chest shot twice, leg shot once. And I said "well you need to 
help me" then one of my brand new kids, a pup on the team, Perales, tapped me on the shoulder, 
and said "I got you" you know, "we'll get her out together". So we brought her out, number five. 
Then once we were out then we evacuated .. .in this bathroom there was a lady saying that uh, her 
sister was still alive. So I was going in the water picking up all the heads just to make sure that 
there were not ... nobody else was alive. Then we just all rallied over here. 

CB: Okay. Alright. 

TS: So. 

CB: Um, do you remember who was in this wall of this ... this wall of guys right here? 

TS: I know uh, ~nd Scott were there because I thought they positively got hit. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Uh, cause I was directly yelling at them. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Especially-to check himself. 

CB: And you said Nap before, who's Nap. 

TS: Nap's the guy that shot in the head. 

CB: Okay oh Napolitano? 

TS: Napol. . .I just can never say that name. 

CB: Is Nap? 

TS: Yeah. 

CB: Makes sense. Um, alright so and then you said at some point you see a rifle? 
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TS: Yes. 

CB: Um, while you 're over here and trying to rescue this guy from hole three. 

TS: Yeah. 

CB: Um, and you start ... and you fired. Did you use your fire ... your pistol or your rifle? 

TS: My pistol. 

CB: (inaudible). 

TS: My uh, my rifle once I had to start ramming the hole. 

CB: Um, um. 

TS: And once I was dealing with bodies I just ... I took off and handed it off to somebody that ... it 
took off and was put, secured in the Bearcat. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, but I shot the guy with my handgun, my pistol. 

CB: Okay do you remember how many rounds? 

TS: I'll say three to four. 

CB: Okay. Was anybody else firing at that time that you remember? 

TS: Oh yeah, every ... everybody was still firing, like this was ... 

CB: Okay. 

TS: ... quick um, the guy drops, Scott ceases fire and um, yeah. Everybody ... everybody was the same 
time. 

CB: Okay. Did you hear the ... the guy with the rifle, did you hear him say anything or during that 
time you being there did you guy saying anything? 

TS: Not a peep and I didn't hear a peep out here. Like it.. .now that I reflect back and it's slowed 
down ... 

CB: Um, um. 

TS: ... like when he was shooting there was no screaming, no nothing to give us the indication that 
he's killing people at that time. And at the same time that's when uh, I was getting hit with 
splinters or like something come through the wall and I don't know if that was our diversionary 
devices. 
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CB: Okay. 

TS: Or what that was. That's funny that you say that cause I remember looking for my safety glasses 
but I didn't have time, I was like "pssh". And when this was happening I was like "I forgot my 
safety glasses". But like when he was shooting there was nothing, there was no screaming or 
nothing that we heard at all. That would indicate he was ... we were still doing it but that's what 
just makes me think that maybe that was bullets flying through the wall or something towards us. 

CB: Do you remember how many, approximately how many shots you heard? 

TS: From him, distinctly three. Well I heard ... I heard three muffled inside the building and then 
when he came out I heard three more distinctly. Then our barrage of fire. 

CB: And what was going through your mine when you see this guy with the rifle? I mean what was 
your. .. at that point? 

TS: To kill me. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: And uh, I thought that he killed the guy that I was trying to save right there. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Cause the way, the way he fell off. .. off my arm, and the shots ... cause he was shooting as I was 
pulling and I thought he shot that guy. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, and that my partners were hit. 

CB: And what was reason ... what was reason for using deadly force? 

TS: He was trying to kill myself and everybody else. 

CB: And the information that you got for the initial response in your SW AT call out? 

TS: Yeah. 

CB: During the entire event did you receive any other information like what was going on with the 
suspect and what was going on scene while you were outside (inaudible)? 

TS: Yeah like ... 

CB: Your SWAT operators? 

TS: Should I back up when I was, went to get the owner at the command post. 
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CB: Um,um. 

TS: I remember yelling at all these cops because he was saying there was a bomb in his car. And he 
kept chirping the alarm to, like he kept working unlock, lock cause it kept chirping. 

CB: Ohokay. 

TS: Um, and I remember yelling at all them. Um, and as soon as I heard the word bomb I knew they 
were like terrorist. I knew we were dealing with terrorist. And then the suicide vest, we all knew 
we were dealing with a terrorist. 

CB: Okay. 

TS: Um, like this was next level stuff here. 

CB: Okay. Anything? 

Unknown: No I think you covered it. 

Unknown: Okay. 

Unknown: No questions. 

CB: Any questions for us or ... 

TS: No sir. 

CB: Is there anything we didn't ask you that you feel might be relevant to? 

TS: No sir. 

CB: Okay that concludes the interview ... 

Unknown: Initial and date that one that you marked up. 

CB: Just sign your name and the date. 

TS: What is today? 

CB: The 17th• Alright and that concludes the interview at 2:43 p.m. 

/cf 11/8/2016 
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STATEI\1ENT BEGINNING TIME: 1449 Hours 

AW: We're on tape; this is Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement. Today's date is June 17, 2016. Time is approximately 1449 hours. I am currently 
at FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258, 
which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub 
located at 1912 South Orange Avenue. I am conducting an interview with Lieutenant Jonathan 
Bigelow of the Orlando Police Department. Conducting the interview with me is Special Agent, 
FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and also FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in 
the room is Jason Bankowitz, Lieutenant Bigelow's legal counsel. 

Okay for the record uh, I just want to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given as part 
of a criminal investigation into the shooting incident. And you are not compelled in any way to 
provide a statement do you understand? 

JB: I do. 

AW: Any time during these proceedings if you want to terminate the interview let me know and I'll 
turn of the recorder and you are free to leave. 

JB: Very good. 

AW: Okay with that said do you understand that this voluntary statement is being taken as part of a 
criminal investigation and not, I repeat, not an lnter;ial Affairs statement? 

JB: That is correct, I, yes. 

1 
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AW: Okay. Alright please raise your right hand. Do you swear the testimony you are about to provide 
is the trnth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

JB: I.. .I swear. 

AW: Okay. Okay prior to this interview did you review any type of video/audio or video as it relates 
to this incident? 

JB: No I have not. 

AW: Okay. How long have you been employed by the OPD1 

JB: Um, December 11 of 2001. 

AW: And on the date of the shooting incident were you performing your duties as it relates to 
your. .. to your job? 

JB: Uh, yes in the capacity of a Deputy SWAT Team Commander, yes. My primary role is watch 
commander on midnight rotation opposite of what the night was that the shooting happened. 

AW: Okay. Yon said Deputy Watch Comm ... I'm sorry Depnty? 

JB: Deputy Team Comm ... Deputy SW AT Team Commander. 

AW: Okay. Okay so you responded uh, you responded as it relates to the Deputy Watch Commander. 
Were you working on the road at that point in time? 

JB: No I was ... I was off. 

AW: Okay. 

JB: It was my weekend off. 

AW: Okay. 

JB: I responded as a result of the SW AT callout. 

AW: Got you. And what uniform were you wearing at that time? 

JB: My uh, multi-cam BDU SW AT uniform. 

AW: Okay. What weapon were you carrying? 

JB: I was canying my issued handgnn on my hip and then my M4, Sig Sauer M4. 

AW: Now your issued weapon what.. .what caliber? 

JB: Sig Sauer, I'm sony Sig Sauer P226 .357. 
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AW: Okay for the M4 how many magazines did you have? 

JB: One, two, three ... six. 

AW: Six. Okay how many rounds you had in each? 

JB: Twenty-eight. 

AW: Twenty-eight. And for the Sig how many magazines did you have? 

JB: Uh, four. 

AW: Four. Rounds in each? 

JB: Twelve in three of them, one has fifteen. 

AW: Did you have it topped off? 

JB: Yes. 

AW: Okay. Okay now from start to finish um, I'm going to turn it over to you and just tell me how 
you became involved in this incident. 

JB: Okay. 

AW: I have diagrams. 

JB: That would probably help a lot. 

AW: Yeah. Okay right here's actually a sketch. 

JB: Okay. 

AW: Of the interior of the club? 

JB: Sure. 

AW: And these are diagrams of the (inaudible) so whatever, which ever ones apply. 

JB: Yes. 

AW: You can use. 

JB: Okay. Are these free for me to write on or. .. 

AW: Absolutely here you go a marker for you. 
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JB: Okay perfect. 

AW: And so from start to finish how you became aware of it ... 

JB: Sure. 

AW: ... and you responded on scene, take me to the end. 

JB: So I got paged out at whenever the page came out um, 2:00 in the morning. I missed actually the 
first page and I was .. .I woke up to my phone being called by my brother. And uh, I missed that 
phone call but I heard the phone call, caused me to look at my phone. SWAT callout, uh, per 
Lieutenant Scott Smith, an active shooter at the Pulse Nightclub. 

So I wiped the sleep from my eye and I started heading out to Pulse. Started listening to the 
radio. And uh, they were giving information um, that there were multiple victims inside, multiple 
victims being transported. Um, one to two possible shooter ... one shooter definitely, possibly 
two. They were getting all sorts of mixed reports and this information was coming from dispatch. 
Um, at one point I heard them updating, talking about how he's pledged allegiance to ISIS um, 
and um, and that information. So we started setting up as much we could uh, as far as command 
post, rally point for our SWAT team. And I instructed my guys to look for you know, pick a 
good ... good spot that's clear of any secondary explosion or booby traps or anything like that. So 
once on scene I got ... got set, kitted up. I had parked all the ... pretty far away at um, Kaley and 
Delaney. And I actually staited humping it in off of uh, the street south of uh, Kaley. I forget the 
name of it right at this moment. But uh, we ended up having a couple of trucks pick us up and 
rallying over in that location and then we drove in. And as we drove our armored vehicle in I 
an-ived on one of the armored vehicles um, we pulled up right to this area, in this location on the 
south side ... the south side of the parking lot. And that's where I saw um, Lieutenant Scott Smith 
because he was directing people over to him. And um, we drove the truck up here and sort of 
parked it up here on the south side parking lot. 

AW: Let me get you to just. .. 

JB: Yep. So um APC. Okay so um, started communicating with some of the SW AT op ... officers that 
were on scene, I believe Sergeant Parker was already there. Um, and a couple of uh, other 
SWAT team members and they started posting up on the APC holding down and covering down 
in this area. I noticed the double doors were open. The sliding glass door, uh, the sliding glass, 
I'm sorry, the big paned window was smashed out. And uh, a couple of doors were open and 
cops were everywhere. I was like okay, started to uh, met up with Lieutenant Smith and get an 
assessment of what he had. "Hey we got...we got. .. " and he started to brief me on the fact that 
he's got uh, the hostage taker, the bad guy, was down the hall in this lone hall on either side, he 
couldn't really be hundred percent on which side of the bathrooms, the area. But he was trying to 
give me a layout. And said "alright well how about you go inside". I said "Okay". So I walk 
inside, I come in off of this door, the front door, which it enters in the reception area. And I 
noticed that we had um team members here, here, here. And uh, as I walk in and I peek around 
this comer there's just you know, bodies everywhere. Uh, bodies up on the stage and I see that 
operators are here, here, here ... uh, of our guys. 
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Um so I walk in and I.. .I take a quick assessment I'm like okay come up, meet with these guys 
ask them if they're good, what they're holding, and I take a peek at their position and see that 
they're focused down on this hallway. Uh, same with this one, likewise. And this ... this door was 
shut. Um, this door was shut, this door was shut and uh, I meet up with a couple of other guys 
over here and I said okay, I understand that you guys got this contained, make sure you're 
switching out. Um, have we done secondary' s in these locations or we a hundred percent sure 
that this is clear. And they're like "no not really" there's actually a ladder somewhere around 
here that leads up, cause I looked up and noticed there was a DJ stage up there. So I, "have we 
cleared this, no" and then we started to take a couple more guys from the outside bring them in 
and started to clear this area and this is actually a ... it was like a fence, this is a Plot to the tint 
place. Um, and this is a hallway that goes through and through. Uh we had guys posted up here. I 
remember uh, before I. .. or during some time of my arrival a couple of guys come up, "Hey what 
do we need" we said "go post up on the far side corner". 

AW: Um, um. 

JB: Uh, so anyway, so they were already posted up. Um, as we're clearing this, we made sure this 
was clear. Came out this way, noticed there was a whole bunch of a ... when I came out and I 
rounded this corner, I'm very thankful that they had good trigger discipline cause of the ... the 
fence almost goes like this. Um, I came around this corner, I didn't realize it but there was 
officers, I have no idea what jurisdiction they were, pointing their guns this way. And there was 
about four or five of them over there. And so realizing that we really didn't need them there uh, 
we stmted to tell to push back. So uh, came, did a walk around here cause we were hold ... this 
was all clear. Our guys were holding here. Um, I just started to bounce back and fo1th. We made 
sure that all these people were clear, I never. . .I never went back here in this bathroom. I have no 
idea what was back there. But we really just did a lot of secondary's 011. .. on people to make sure 
that they were you know, not wmth saving or in fact dead. Came back out and um, our concern, 
my concern was this door because they kept talking about a men's bathroom, men's bathroom. 
And there was clearly a placard for a men's bathroom right here. I'm like "how do we get in 
there". Um, ultimately came back around. The APC had moved up at that point from initial and it 
was almost, I mean I.. .I drew it in the building, but it's actually just shy of the doorway. Like 
that. 

Alright and um, we got a robot ready. The robot was uh, came in, could hear it, it went down this 
hallway. Um, and I came watching the screen and uh, it went into the open door. I couldn't tell 
you if this door actually swung open or closed like that. I don't know. Um, but it was open and 
the robot went in and we count, I counted three people in there. And that was one thing that I had 
done when we were trying to formulate a plan, come up with what was going on. 
Who ... switching out people this ... is a ... as I came up and I just started counting bodies. So I 
came up with a headcount. There was one guy out here. And stuff like that so I.. .as the robot 
went in and we ... that added to the body count. Uh, when the robot was in there, I believe it was 
these guys or these guys reported, "Hey we can hear people saying 'get us out of here, get us out 
here"'. I'm like alright. I didn't see any movement on the thing, on the robot screen. Uh, they 
brought the robot back out and into this bathroom, which was, I don't remember seeing anybody 
in there at all. And um, out I remember seeing on the screen, these three urinals. And I said okay, 
that looks pretty clear and we brought the brought the robot back out. So I had a good idea of at 
least what this bathroom looked like, minimal idea of what this bathroom looked like. But I was 
like okay. And that'll come into play later I guess. So as we're trying ... as I. .. as I keep coming 
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back and we getting into all that uh, it's all like third patty. So and so's calling saying they got a 
text message from whoever's in the dressing room saying they're with the ... with the shooter. 
Some of them saying that they're in the dressing room, they're in the bathroom. And so we were 
just like "man we'd like to really isolate who the ... where ... how do you get to this ... " they talked 
about the dressing room. And I thought there was also talk about a secondary dressing room of 
some sort but. Uh, we were trying to formulate and isolate where the hell this guy was. And we 
were pretty confident that it came out finally that it's like ... he's in our bathroom, there's people 
dead. And he's got dead people blocking the door of the bathroom. So with this one being open 
we're like well that's .. .I think we can put more money on the fact that he's in this north 
bathroom and then we can on the south bathroom. 

So um, after we came back around, um, out here, um, I'm trying to think of the chain of events 
from there. Um, the information started to come out where "hey he just advised ... " I was over 
here somewhere and I remember ... "just advised that in 15 minutes he's going to strap people, 
four people, with explosive vests and send them to the four comers of the club and detonate the 
vests. So I was like okay we really got to move now. But as we were considering what the next 
step is, ultimately the question was how do we go down this fatal funnel and do an assault on this 
room which the door is closed. I mean uh, and there's victims in ... in, we know that are possibly 
in all these. Back up, a few moments later, prior. .. prior to the information coming out about the 
vests, is this team over here, as Tim Stanley was walking the owner around, cause we were like 
it's still this ... I mean this would have been beautiful to have right then and there. But he's trying 
to visualize, and tell us how the things laid out. Um, they start, they come to a ... an A/C unit over 
here. And the owner's like on the cell phone with somebody. The owner is on the cell phone with 
somebody and say "hey we're in the dressing room" and Tim looks, taps on the A/C and realizes 
they tap back and there's people in there so. They say "hey we're pulling people out of the A/C 
unit. So I come around the comer and I saw the first uh, lady being pulled out. And it was just 
like a ... it was like, it was almost like a clown car. Just people started coming out of the dressing 
room. And we started to think well how do we know that this is not the bathroom, whatever, how 
do we know that these people are clear. So we started clearing the people as best we could. 
Patting them down. Trying to look at their faces. They're all scared so it really didn't seem like 
anybody was there to harm us at. .. or they weren't shunning anybody away so. We daisy chained 
them out and got them out of there. 

Uh, so fast forward again to the information coming up about the uh, other ... the four comers 
thing. We had requested EOD early on because um, throughout trying to develop a plan and a 
contingency ABC to come up with, uh, based off of the whole te1Torist talk and all that other 
stuff um, there was a car that somebody said "hey this car keeps going ... the lights keep going on 
and off in the car in this north parking lot as if somebody's trying to unlock it, or lock it" or 
whatever the case and it's on a consistent basis. So they ... they had bomb dogs started to walk 
this whole area and they said that they hit on a car over in this area. So that was prior to the ... to 
the talk of the ... um, the four JED vests being strapped on. So with that they ... they started to 
back people way away from here and we were thinking man this is a really crappy situation. 

Um, but ultimately when it came down to the fact that the ... four comer information came out, 
uh, we said "we re way too close guys". If these people come out, um, and our orders were to, if 
anybody comes out with a vest on, innocent or not if they have a vest on we were going to dump 
them in the head. And um, but we were still too close at that point. So we pulled this crew, all the 
way back to the back patio here. And they held here and here. And then this crew, it was like six 
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of them, we put like ... there was a car parked here. We put two here, facing this way. Two here, 
facing this way and I think ... and then the other few, the other two married up with the APC team 
and ... and focused down on this window. And the idea was we back this APC up, we had two 
snipers across the street high that could see right down this. That if somebody were to come out 
or he were to come out and just go absolutely rabid and beat feet for this way, try to get one of 
these exits, this team would obviously be holding there. And uh, we had all of our exits blocked 
where he couldn't escape in essence. 

So bringing up forward, so all that time EOD is getting spun up, Orange County EOD. And they 
come over and they're like "hey we need to start looking about doing a .... a (inaudible) charge to 
the wall". And um, I said 'Tl! scout that out". So I brought, I came up, we started looking at the 
wall. And um, now that I know, it's probably like a downspout right here. So we come out 
looking at the wall and I see these three distinct like PVC uh, piping kind of ad hoc piping, water 
piping coming out and I'm like "well that's probably water" I'm not ... you know, absent minded 
too much when it comes to construction. So I'm like that's probably water feeding those three 
urinals that I saw in the video. And I looked to the left and there was a thicker pipe here, with 
another little pipe there coming up from the ground and another little pipe. And then there was a 
pretty big space and then you could see two more thicker pipes. Well I know that these pipes, 
these pipes are probably air vents for ... to allow water to flush down in the toilet. So I'm like 
"um, alright". So I bring the EOD guy up and I say "hey this is what I'm looking at" and he's 
like "I sort of totally agree with that". I go "if we go right, let's say that this ... this downspout 
divides the two. So he's like "alright which one do you want to hit first". I said "I want to ... I 
want to be in that south bathroom. We want to be in the south bathroom cause it finally came up 
to where it's like "hey if we blow it, let's get as many people out as we can". Okay cool. 

So we go, we pick and I say "you see this pipe, you see the downspout, I want to go right about 
there". He's like I literally touched the wall I said "put it here". He goes okay. We can do it. So 
um, they came up and uh, they said "hey we're ... give us a second to prep the charge and get it 
ready". Um, we coordinated some more people on it, you know "hey this is going to be your job; 
this is going to be your job". I coordinated with Lieutenant Scott Smith. He's like alright "are 
you going to handle the ... why don't you handle the west side and I'll handle anything that 
happens over here". I said "that's fine". So I go up, I link up with this team up here and they had 
a ... a Bearcat with them. Um, the Bearcat, on this one, this one .. .is parked facing so11 of north in 
this lot. There's also a marked police car back there. And uh, the team had been filtering around 
this parking lot, (inaudible) the marked car and all this other stuff over there. So um, I came up 
here; I gave them the information on what. .. on what was going to go on. "Hey guys we're going 
to blow a hole in this wall over here". And actually you can almost probably see this downspout 
that I'm talking about right there. 

So um, so we repositioned the APC back a little bit and I held the spotlight right there but it 
wasn't on. And the idea was they were going to come up, put the shape charge there, then we'll 
flip on the light and see who we can rescue out of there. Um, at that time I said okay guys, you 
could see EOD, hey we're ready we're going to be doing our approach. Alright Tim Stanley and 
he brought one more with him. I forgot who it was. I think it was Napolitano over here to this 
wall that you can't see. It goes this way right here. And he staged up here on the comer and the 
APC was right here. And EOD came up, put the charge on. And um, to my fault, I didn't actually 
peek around the comer and say "oh that's in the right spot that we talked about". But be it as it 
may, they ... they put it up and they were like "hey we're ready to go, they're backing out" and I 
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saw Scott Smith come up and take position, not behind them immediately but over that way. Uh, 
they give the countdown, blew the charge. Um, I gave it a second, I look around the comer and I 
said "flip on the light" the light came on and um, you could see that it was, like a partial breach. 
You could see almost like the backing of dry wall on the left side of the charge. So if the charge 
was a square um, this was effective. So you just saw like ... so .. .like shit. So they said the charge, 
you know it was failed breach and they said ... we said Tim went up, Tim Stanley went up and 
took a look at it, I'm looking at it, I'm like "Man that's dry wall there" and he's like "hit it with 
the ... we'll hit it with the APC". So we had our guy drive the APC around. Hit it, he hit here first, 
he ... as he pulled out he took out this chunk and then hit it again and it took out this chunk. And 
um, with the handheld ram Tim out a few more other little chunks I believe. If I remember he hit 
that with the handheld. So we hit it, hit it, hit it and then light, you know as we're doing so and 
then we pull out a little bit and we can see down there. And I'm looking down through the hole 
that was blown and it actually was like, ends up being right here. Uh, initial breach ... if that's 
how you spell breach. Um, and I'm looking down and I'm seeing all these neon lights and shit 
down at this wall. Am I'm like .. damn I was just standing there". And I'm thinking "Oh shit" and 
then I look to the left and I see a placard of like a female placard or something like that. And the 
glass door and I'm like "damn that's the door, that's the bathroom door". So I start telling the 
guys "Hey that's the bathroom, that's the bathroom door where he is, we got hold that door, hold 
that door". And uh, we started to go okay now that we knew that the APC was going to be no 
problem knocking through that wall, we said "open the south bathroom". You know just hit it; 
breach the south bathroom with the APC. 

So um, so they started hitting in here. And when we came crashing through that first time, the 
people just started yelling. And they crashed through again, um, and I think he crashed through 
twice, we were about to three times and they were, they started just screaming inside "don't 
come through again, don't come through again". So we started to take uh, the uh, the handheld 
ram, Tim started, Tim Stanley stm1ed to take the handheld ram and uh, breach and this was the 
area that they were starting to rip people out of. 

Um, people just started coming out of here. Um, I. .. at this time I was standing right about, not to 
scale, here we had somebody, this was Raul Rivas here. And I had and -

~ff to my left. And there was a whole bunch of people over here that 't be able to 
tell you who they were. Uh, I know Tim was up there and - Sergeant was up 
there, the EOD guys were spread somewhere around here. And as were bringing people out I was 
initially focused on the door. But I stm1ed to lose focus off the door and sta1ted to help with daisy 
chaining people together, uh, patrol officers came up and took them out. 

Well as I'm like "shit what am I doing, I need to focus back on the door" came back over here, 
focused on the door and it was like as soon as I looked at the door, you could start just hearing 
"Pow, pow, pow" I think he fired like four or five times. And on like the third one we were like, 
it was smTeal it was like fuck he's killing people. He's killing people. And I said "dammit he's 
fricking killing people" and um, the breach, initial breach was so .. .it was like waist high and it 
was ... it was like, I was like "damn how do I get there from here without. .. in a way where I can 
at least start to save people". So I told ... I told everybody that I was like shocked and um, like 
what the hell. Um, I'm actually lost for an idea. And somebody took me on "hey let's breach the 
other side" so we were like yes. So I go "move that tmck back" started yelling at this guy to 
move the tmck back, truck driver. He comes up. And uh, and busts a hole in .. .in the bathroom. 
Boom and as he's ... he backs up, pulls forward, I'm still holding, uh, by that time I had taken 
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a ... because they uh, they called for a DD. Pow, pow, pow "dammit he's killing people let's 
breach the other wall. Okay starts positioning, throw a couple of DD's to distract him. I couldn't 
get mine out faster than Scott Smith. He got his off. I threw mine which landed short right at the 
door. I think Scott's went a little fu1ther. And as soon as I threw my DD uh, it was right about 
that time when the APC was breaching the hole in the other wall, on the west side of the club on 
that north bathroom. And uh, somebody was yelling, "get a gun in that hole when it comes out" 
and I said "I'm on it". And we were coming around and I was coming around and had just taken 
up the stance position where the ram of the APC was clearing the hole. Cause my idea was if 
I. . .I hope that this guy is standing anywhere in that pmt that we just created so I can just get him 
in the bean. And uh, and as soon as it. . .it cleared and I had a hole, I'm looking it was pow, pow, 
bm ... and I like first shot that I heard that wasn't ours. Being that as I'm trained in on this hole, 
my attention is focused here. But I can ... I can see like out of the peripheral the initial breach 
point where we made ... where the explosive breach had come. So uh, I. . .I hear a pow and it 
draws my attention a little over, my eyes just shift and I could see what I believed to be a muzzle 
flash. Pow and then it was like a barrage of gunfire I hear. And I start to feel all the ... the 
concrete coming off their shots. So I'm like "dammit" I take a duck, a second, I ducked my head. 
I.. .I wish that.. .I say I wish I had my clear eyes on by screw it, I come back up and I said well, I 
had made the decision at that point as I was coming up, I start picking out my aim point site. And 
I train my aim point site around this angle. Right about here, cause this downspout was at like an 
angle, away from it. I said .. .I said I know where the door is, I know where the line of the hole is 
in relation to that door. If he came out that door firing, if he's getting anybody and still giving 
anybody um, any ... uh, shooting at anybody, any one of my teammates this way, I'm going to try 
to hit him through that wall right there and give him something to think about. Hopefully if 
it. .. I'm hoping hey I could kill him through the wall. If not give him something to think about to 
get their heads down to get them out of the way. So I start firing at this angle, just about uh, six 
inches, a foot, no more, off the opening of the wall that was ... that we created. And I fire four 
rounds and I was ... I reassessed. I take, I took a second, a quick four rounds. I come up off of my 
sights and uh, I listen for a second and I hear this team calling for a cease fire. And I see out of 
my peripheral now s~ coming up on my left and uh, I say "cease fire, cease fire". That 
was, ended up being .... He didn't end up getting a round off. And he comes back and he 
follows me and I'm hearing people reloading. 

We start making our way around the backside of the APC. And I reload, I dump a mag, I put a 
new one in and I come back through here and I remember Bishop and Rivas being at the back of 
the APC. I split them and I come up on the hole. And because they're all reloading and they're 
doing ... doing buddy checks and all s01ts of shit. I don't remember Napolitano being down or 
somebody saying that he's down. I come up on him and I see uh, I see a guy that's laid out um, 
to me it looked like a tan shht. I didn't see any bullet holes in his shirt and I barely .. .I didn't 
even .. .I don't even look at his head. All I saw was a Glock that was at lock back. Um, facing, 
well it would have been facing this way, facing to the south, southeast. Um, locked back, up high 
upon his chest. So I gave it a second to see if he was moving or not. And he didn't move and I 
went right back to saying okay we need to get these people out of here. 

So I came up here and I was like, I started to communicate through the hole that we had made. 
And I said uh, "are there anymore bad guys in there, are there any more guys" they're like "no, 
no one else". I go "is there any bomb shit in there". And they're like "what do you mean?" I go 
is there any weird shit that you could see that is like, could be a bomb?" and they're like "no". 
I'm like okay. So um, we stait uh, we held real quick or we start to breach again um, cause 
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there's two holes. I know that there's two holes there. Um, I'm trying to remember how the order 
of which it came. Um, but we're circling around, we're trying to ... trying to make enough 
holes ... enough area to get these people out. And um, one of these, somebody else had taken 
another look at the guy. And they're like uh, "Hey he's moving ... he's sort of moving". And uh, 
it was like the talk was like 'Is he wearing anything, do you see a device or anything like that". 
"I don't know" and then the E ... somebody says "hey he's got like a battery pack or a remote, it's 
by his hand or in his hand" something like that. The EOD guy comes running up I believe and 
he's like "this is like an active ... we need to get back, we need to get back". And 1...1 look over 
at Scott, I go "how do know this guy's dead" I think I said "how do know this fucker is dead, 
he's got a bomb and we've got people inside". I go "we should put a bullet in his head and be 
done with it so we can rescue these people". And he goes "good idea". And I said ... uh, and uh, 
so he walks over and he ... and he clears everybody out and he um, I see him aim down at the 
gun. He goes "hold on guys" boom and he shoots one shot and then comes back. From there um, 
we use the ram again and cinder block was just falling on people inside and they start rescuing 
all these people. We broke a couple of uh, water pipes and it just stmted flooding from there. 

Anyway so we get the people out, come back out and uh, pretty much come back ... Rally up that 
had shot. "Okay who shot, who didn't, who was on this team, who wasn't. .. come back over to 
this area" we rail y up over here uh, at the end in the rail y point. And we start going okay let's go 
from there. And uh, see what they want to do as far as direction. Cause I staited talking to Scott 
"hey we gotta, we gotta see if we still need to clear this" cause EOD was like screaming at us to 
get out. They were like insisting that everyone back up 1000 feet. This, that and the other. 

Um, so I.. .I said to Scott, I said "hey you know I don't know what they want to do with us, I'm 
good to go but we need to clear that building a hundred percent" because we only really cleared 
this ... this bathroom with a robot. We didn't...and no one's ever been in there. Um, boots on the 
ground in there. And it was only like a peek in maybe from what you could see out of the NC 
hole in the wall. So it still needed to be officially cleared. So um, that's when they, we had 
rallied up back here and they okay bring your team across the street, across Ester and rallied up 
by the Dunkin Donuts in an empty parking lot. And they held a ... they said we're holding another 
team and Orange County's going to come supplement and they're going to clear, you guys head 
back. And we went back to Primrose. Stripped down, gave up our guns and all smts of stuff like 
that procedural wise. 

So I'm trying to think if I left out any details. That's about it. 

AW: I think you've covered everything for every single SW AT operator. Okay uh, deputy 
commander, so you pretty much oversaw what was going on on the ground? 

JB: Yes uh, we stmted to, yes. To answer your question yes. 

AW: Okay. 

JB: I try to act as a, instead of a doer as a facilitator. Get this done; make sure this is getting done. 

AW: Okay. So you was pretty much all over the place? 

JB: I was ... 
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AW: At various locations? 

JB: I was running around so much from here to here to here to here to here to here to here to here. 
I. . .I said to the guys, I go "I hope you guys don't think that I was trying to be a ... you know, by 
running around and not holding a steady position by any means. But you guys had it covered, I 
know you did but I'm trying to come up with a plan". So. 

AW: Okay. So when you was over here on the west side ... 

JB: Yes. 

AW: ... you heard gunshots from inside, the interior? 

JB: Yes I was .. .I was ... if you will I was uh, that guy right ... 

AW: Put your initials. 

JB: Yeah this ... first gunshots where I guess you can call it, he went active again. Okay active 
gunfire. Not at us. And when I. .. I'm looking at the ... I'm looking at the glass door, I'm looking 
yon know sort of down the hallway and I'm like, you could tell it's all muffled and it's 
happening in that bathroom. 

AW: Okay. You heard approximately four gunshots? 

JB: I heard it was pow, pow, pow, pow and at four I said "shit he's killing people" and I think I 
heard one more after that. So I heard about. .. at least four. I want to say I heard another one after 
that. 

AW: Okay. So when you fired your weapon ... 

JB: Yes sir. 

AW: ... where were you? 

JB: So when I fired we had ... the APC had just breached a hole here. And had pulled ... was ... had 
pulled out to about ... it's not a good relat ... visual relation. But I was here. So fired, JB, fire 
location. 

AW: Okay. So you fired into the n01th. 

JB: So I fired ... 

AW: Bathroom? 

JB: ... again it's ... my ... I remember being probably about 15 yards, 15 to 20 yards. And I fired just 
left of the actual crease. If you were to look at the hole in the wall, I took .. .I went six inches to 
the left. 

zacharyblair
Highlight
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AW: Okay. 

JB: And what I. .. what I could perceive or believe or articulate to be right in the doorway of where 
the ... of where he would be standing if he came walking out. 

AW: Um, um. And you saw him fire how many rounds? 

JB: So I heard one. 

AW: Heard. 

JB: Came over, like it was like you know, cause as I'm looking through ... 1 got. .. I cover my um, aim 
point with a piece of tape, which ... which allows me to say I need to see with both eyes open. So 
I'm looking uh, with both eyes open at through ... trying to see through this dusty hole that we 
just created into that north bathroom when I hear pops. So I'm like as that happens my vision 
starts to expand a little bit and I s011 of start to come to the right. And I see like a flash or what I 
perceived to be a flash associated with another pop. And then it's like (snap of fingers) (noise) 
and all this shit, it was like a wave of concrete. And I'm just like boom, boom, what the ... 
(noise) oh shit, (noise) and it hits you in the face. And that coupled with all the shots. I'm like 
damn I hope I don't get shot by a damn um, you know, skipping round off this concrete. Um, so I 
do a head duck. Count, I was like I need to get in it. And I come up and I said ... I aimed down on 
that spot, just left of the blast door. And I was like if he's there he's going get some from me and 
that's it. 

AW: Okay. 

JB: Alright and if ... and ... um, you know, I'm ... the reas ... the decision, the ultimate reason I 
did ... decided to fire my weapon and at that location was ... was I believed that I perceived 
whatever threat that was right there based on all what I knew prior to that and the location and 
which I selected that whoever was standing there, posing harm to my fellow officers, that they 
were in such grave danger of death or great bodily harm that I. .. uh, I said without immediate 
trying to shoot him right now, right here, right now, um, somebody else is going to get hurt or 
die. 

AW: Okay and based on what you just said that's the reason why you used deadly force1 

JB: That is the reason why I used deadly force. 

AW: Okay. 

CB: Nothing. 

KF: Lieutenant I think you hit it but just to summarize clearly. Urn, at some point when you arrived 
on scene based on your knowledge, training and experience you were able to assess here that you 
probably weren't dealing with an unsophisticated subject. You were dealing with somebody who 
was capable of using sophisticated tactics weaponry, um, integrating bombs and who was 
(inaudible). 



Chief Mina 
IR 16-46JB igelow-FD LE 
Page 13 

JB: Yes uh, when I heard all this stuff coming on the radio. We have trained so many scenarios and 
attended so many classes and to include all those international active shooter uh, and tenorist 
plots that have gone on, and associated with bombs and created secondary, you know, devices 
to ... to specifically target responding law enforcement and EMS and all that other stuff. That I 
was like no this is ... this is the real deal. And when I walked in and they said "active shooter" 
I... I was like is this a training scenario. It... people were laid out everywhere, in all sorts of 
different positions. Um, as I'm doing, as I'm just walking initially to that north crew to see you 
know, what they're seeing I'm like a magazine, a magazine, I see a ... ! see a plastic magazine 
and I see a metal magazine. And I'm like those are empty I'm like did we fire ... do we have a big 
ass gun fight with him in here. So I'm like go back meet with them, I go hey Scott, cause I knew 
he was one of the first ones in. I go did you dump a whole mag in there of M4 1 He goes not 
that's him. And I'm like ah shit. He reloaded twice in there. I'm like goddamn. Um, yeah. 
That's ... 

KF: Did it uh ... 

JB: I'm sorry. So I don't...and not to get off track but yes I was ... we ... we knew that we were 
dealing with somebody who obviously could handle a long rifle in a manner of where in a short 
amount of time use it to create mass casualties, reload on the fly. He was ... I was also told that 
there was a Glock magazine in there. So that means he had a secondary backup weapon. So he 
wasn't just like this is my only fight. Heard about the dog hitting on the car. Coupled with the 
talk about the bombs and the pledging to ISIS who I've known to be, based on all the news 
reports, are not a good tetTorist organization, yes this individual was not somebody that we were 
ready to play with. 

KF: And then obviously finding the magazines, multiple empty magazine so you knew he could put 
effective and high volume of fire down right? 

JB: Yes. It was ... it's different from the run of the mill I would say call out than we were used. Oh a 
guy was firing a handgun in the air and barricaded himself in the house, okay whatever. Seeing 
the carnage that he caused, knowing that he was not giving up. I was, there was not a time then 
when I was like goddang, this one ... I'm scared on this one. 

AW: Do yon have any questions for me? Anything we failed to ask you think you were pertinent to 
this investigation? 

JB: Uh, no. 

CB: Okay. Let me just get you to sign and just the ones you marked up 0 

JB: Yeah. 

CB: 1 think it's that one. Sign and date. 

JB: (inaudible). 

CB: (inaudible). 
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JB: Sign and date. 

AW: Okay the time is 1534 hours. We're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/14/2016 
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CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Today's date 
is June 17, 2016. The time is 3:39 p.m. I'm at the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
Orlando Regional Operations Center in reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a 
police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange Avenue in Orlando. I'm conducting an interview of Officer Ricardo Duenas 
of the Orlando Police Department and also conducting the interview with me is FDLE Special 
Agent Afonso Williams and FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is 
Jason Bankowitz which is Ricardo Duenas' legal counsel. And you go by Ric? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: So Ric for the record I'd like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given on your part 
into the criminal investigation of the shooting incident and that you are not being compelled in 
any way to give a statement. And at any time you wish to stop talking or uh, consult with your 
legal counsel, feel free, do you understand? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay and do you understand that this is for the, only the criminal investigation and not for the 
uh, administrative side of it? 

RD: Correct. 

CB: Okay and now can you raise your right hand? Do you swear and affirm that the testimony you 
are about to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 
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RD: I do. 

CB: Okay. Prior to this interview have you reviewed any audio or video, body cameras or any type of 
visual media relating to the incident? 

RD: No sir. 

CB: No, okay. How long have you been with the Orlando Police Depatiment? 

RD: Just a little over two years. 

CB: Okay and what are your. .. what's your current duty at Orlando Police Department? 

RD: I'm on patrol on the cast. .. on the west side and I'm also on the SWAT team. 

CB: Okay. So your. .. how long have you been on the SW AT team? 

RD: Three or four months. 

CB: Okay. Alright and on the night of June 12, 2016 were you working that night? 

RD: Yes, no, no I was off that night. 

CB: You were off that night? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay so it was a SW AT callout for you? 

RD: Correct. 

CB: Okay alright uh, when you were called out that night, what exactly were you wearing when you 
got called out? 

RD: I responded in my multi-cam BDU's, my blouse, my uh, my regular patrol vest and my gun belt 
until I got to the scene where I actually switched out my gear. 

CB: Okay and what were you wearing when you got to the scene and ... 

RD: I put my uh, my heavy vest, my entry vest. 

CB: Okay. 

RD: And uh, had my drop leg holster and my uh, helmet and goggles, not goggles but glasses and uh, 
my gloves. 

CB: Alright and any insignia or anything on your uniform? 
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RD: Yes. 

CB: Okay. 

RD: It's says POLICE on the front and back. 

CB: Okay alright. And what weapon, weapons did you have on you? 

RD: Uh, Sig .357 pistol. 

CB: Okay. How many mags? 

RD: Three. 

CB: And how many rounds in each? 

RD: Twelve in each. 

CB: Twelve in each. Uh, are one of those mags of the three in your weapon? 

RD: Yes. 

CB: Uh, was it one in the chamber? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Was it twelve plus one or. .. 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: It was okay. What about your rifle? 

RD: No I did not have a rifle. 

CB: Oh (inaudible) okay so you just had your handgun on you? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay. Alright what vehicle did you respond there in? 

RD: In my patrol vehicle. 

CB: And marked? 

RD: Marked patrol vehicle. 

CB: Okay does it have an OPD insignia on the sides and light bar on top? 
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RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay. Alright. So you said you responded as a SW AT call what information did you get when 
you got this SWAT call? 

RD: It was an active shooter at Pulse. It was sent by Lieutenant Smith, that's ... I mean that's how I 
can summarize it. 

CB: That's it. 

RD: Yeah. 

CB: So if you can just start from when you initially got the call until you finished? 

RD: Sure. Um, I arrived on scene, I pared uh, I would say about probably 200, 300 yards from Pulse 
on Kaley. I then walked around trying to find the command post because they kept switching it 
up on us, you know. So I finally, when I arrived at uh, Ester and I can't remember the cross 
street, it was just midblock of Ester though uh, by Orange. Uh, there's one ... one of the trucks is 
pulling out and they asked me if 1 was ready to go and I said yes. I jumped on the truck. And uh, 
I and the other officers proceeded to the west side of the building where I was put on a perimeter 
spot. 

CB: Okay. Here's a ... some, it might help you out a little to look at a floor plan of the actual building, 
Pulse Nightclub being north actually. And images of the exterior. If you need to refer to them 
while you're going through the ... 

RD: Um,um. 

CB: ... and explain the story, you can mark it up and do what you need to. So ... 

RD: Okay. 

CB: So go ahead and continue. 

RD: I positioned myself on the west side of the building with other officers um, kind of just holding 
that area until we got a little bit more intel on it. Um, I guess uh, it probably seemed about 20 
minutes maybe not even, uh, we had gotten word of where he was possibly at, the gunman was 
at. And um, somehow somebody knew where the ... some of the hostages were in one of the 
bathrooms where we can actually get them out of. I think they were in the bathroom, I didn't. .. I 
was still holding my perimeter spot while they were my peripheral getting those people out. 
Since I was handgun, I didn't have my rifle on me they uh, they ... ! was pretty in charge in 
grabbing everybody and just kind of giving them the quick pat down and taking them out. So I 
was hands team kind of ... uh, we located four people. I think they were all employees there in 
one of the rooms on the hallway area. Uh, got them out. Went back to my perimeter spot and uh, 
at that point um, we got word that there were possibly more people in one of the, I don't know if 
it was a bathroom. I never went inside the building so I don't know. Um, but there was an 
outside window unit in the middle of the wall. And uh, Officer Stanley was able to knock, was 
talking to the person in that room, knocked on the A/C unit, they knocked back. So we were able 



Chief Mina 
IR 16-46RD-FDLE 
Page 5 

to push the unit in. Um, once we pushed it in and then I was pretty much myself and I think it 
was Sergeant- we were kind of catching everybody as they were coming out of that hole. 

I don't know the exact number; I want to say seven or eight people came out of the hole. And uh, 
once again we got back on our perimeter spot. Um, just more intel kept coming in about possible 
explosives and stuff like that. Uh, I then uh, was told that we were going to breach and try to 
breach through a wall. So we were going to set a charge on the wall, the Orange County EOD 
guys arrived at that point. The plan was once the breach happens we're kind of go in there and 
you know, do what we had to do. 

At that point the uh, breach went off but it didn't really penetrate. I think it kind of took like 
a ... one layer from the ... off the wall. Enough where we ... there was kind of like a little crack. So 
we breached the wall using the Bearcat, the arm on the Bearcat. And once that thing was hit it 
just kind of, that crater that the charge set, it just kind of just all fell in one piece. So you ... we 
have a good vantage point. That's probably the biggest hole there; that was there. 

Um, we hit that hole and uh, then we hit the uh, l'll call that the center hole, then we hit one on 
the north side. Um, and then we hit another hole on the uh, south side of the .. .I'm sorry we hit 
the south side hole first and then we hit the north side hole after the center. And we were pulling 
people out of the far south hole. Um, just you know I was ... this is more injured people. From the 
one with the A/C unit I don't...! don't remember anybody being injured. But then I just caught 
them and I handed them off. This one was like actual injured people that were, they weren •t able 
to move at all, some of them weren't able to move, some just had I guess leg wounds, arm 
wounds and stuff like that. So at that point I wasn't really receiving, I was just basically 
grabbing, dragging all the way down to the street to the ... uh, the brick road and uh, handing 
them off to patrol units who were on scene. 

Uh, once uh, I think we got pretty much everybody out of that area, at that point we kind of 
stacked up on the building again. And um, I heard what sounded .. .it might have been more, but I 
distinctly hearing, remember hearing, three shots. Um, and I thought to myself "this is ... he's 
going to come out, this is where he makes his last stand". And uh, I was right next to Officer 
Napolitano, who is the officer that got shot. And I thought to myself this is not a good area 
because I have no cover or concealment. We have superior fire power but I'm .. .I'm way too 
exposed and I looked to my left and to my left, I would say about 15 yards away, maybe not 
even, the Bcarcat was there. Um, so I kind ... and I didn't see anybody on my left, it was too dark. 
I. .. you know, in the midst of carrying everybody out, you lose track of where everybody's at and 
stuff like that. 

So I go to run around one of the back trees as kind of cover and uh, as I'm mnning towards the 
tree, ifs too far, the angle is not good and it was too late, so I had no choice but to kind of get 
behind this little dumpster right here. I mean it doesn't provide any cover but its more 
concealment. 

CB: Okay. 

RD: So I got exactly behind that. .. behind that, with the vantage point because I thought to myself, 
everybody's stacked up on this wall. If this guy just pops out straight we have nobody covering 
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that hole that has that angle. So as I came to that uh, gar. .. trash can there was one of the Orange 
County EOD guys there. I didn't know he was there. He was ducked down. And as I get there 
and I'm kind of trying to look inside the hole, um, I hear ... I hear more gunfire and I see a muzzle 
flash. And it's ... I see enough of muzzle flash that I know that the guy's exactly in there. He was 
kind of being blocked by the brick, I could see ... but then at that point he just kept, shooting and 
shooting and shooting. Um, our officers engaged him. And I saw our officers, from my vantage 
point, I saw them starting scooting back. And I thought to myself and then I saw the muzzle flash 
coming from the hole getting bigger. So I thought to myself, okay they haven't hit him yet. He's 
gaining ground on them because of the angle. I was thinking the muzzle flash from him is getting 
bigger so he's getting closer. He's closing ground on them and they're scooting back. 

Um, at that point uh, when I saw them scooting back, I thought okay they're compromising, they 
need some kind of fire power directly from my point of angle and uh, then I started shooting 
directly towards his location. And uh, basically the threat was neutralized. I mean he went down 
and uh, I uh, you know, cease fire everything. And uh I hear over the radio Officer Napolitano is 
down. He got shot, that's what I think came out. You know, so my heart sank. So I see him 
walking and he's about right here and he's kind of staggering. So I holster up, I know 
everybody's got the scene and I run towards him. I walk him across the street to one of the 
parked vehicles back here where this parking lot is. And uh, I tend to him, you know as best as I 
can. You know and we see that the injury is just kind of flesh wound. We uh, I carried him back 
out, not carried him, but I escorted with another officer over to Orange Ave. Excuse me, where 
he was dropped off with another patrol, the TAC units and he was rushed to ORMC. 

I come back and um, I come to the north side hole where we're getting people out and these 
people are injured. Um, and that's pretty much it. I'm just. .. they're handing me bodies. Kind of 
that's it. 

CB: Looking at this floor plan this would be the ... the north and the west. Um, would you be able to 
say where you were standing in relation to this? Or maybe this photograph here where you were 
by the dumpster? 

RD: This is ... yeah that's exactly the dumpster I took cover ... 

CB: That's where you were? 

RD: Uh, cover behind. 

CB: Okay. Would you be able to mark that with a marker and just initial that's where you were. And 
so that's, by that dumpster is where you were when you actually fired? 

RD: Yes sir. 

CB: Do you remember how many rounds you fired? 

RD: Eleven. 

CB: Eleven. 
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RD: Just cause I counted later on. 

CB: Okay. Alright, um, and you said somebody else was back there with you? You said? 

RD: Correct. .. well there was ... 

CB: (inaudible). 

RD: ... there was actually another OPD guy with me too, Officer Perales. 

CB: Perales was with you. 

RD: The thing was that my gas mask fell out of my pouch and I was telling him to put it back in my 
pouch and the guy just happened to pop out at that point., 

CB: Okay. 

RD: So yeah. 

CB: In relation to where you arc, are you able to determine looking at this ... I mean it's not the 
greatest image but where the hole was punched and where people were standing or where the 
Bearcat was? 

RD: This is the west side you said? 

CB: Yeah this is the west side um, of the wall, the back wall. 

RD: Alright. 

CB: I mean if you can't tell by this I don't want you ... 

RD: Yeah no, I don't... 

CB: ... do that so ... 

RD: Yeah. 

CB: Alright so you were actually here uh, about how far from the wall would you say that is from the 
dumpster to the wall? Just an approximation from where you were? 

RD: Fifteen yards. 

CB: Okay. 

RD: Give or take. 

CB: Alright and what was the reason, what was your reason for using deadly force at that time? 
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RD: Well when uh, when I saw the muzzle flash our officers engaged, and the muzzle flash just kept 
getting bigger. 

CB: Um, um. 

RD: And I thought because they were offset to the wall, I thought to myself "okay he should have 
gone down, but he's not" so then I see the muzzle flash getting bigger through the hole that we 
punched and I'm thinking he hasn't gone down yet. So they're gaining ground on the team, and I 
see the team backing up. And I thought he was honestly going to pop out that hole because he 
was just gaining so much ground. And uh, with whatever that he shot at that point, they didn't 
put the threat down. I thought to myself he's ... he's going to shoot someone, which he did ... he 
had already shot Napolitano. And uh, he's going to pop out that hole and it's going to be, you 
know, he's going ... they're going to be on a one on one thing and I just ... the muzzle flash kept 
getting bigger, bigger and bigger, he's coming out of that hole and he's got enough of angle 
where our guys cannot take that shot. 

CB: Okay were you worried that your other officers were in danger at that time? 

RD: Absolutely. 

CB: Okay. Alright. Um, so you shot 11 rounds. Do you remember how many shots ... did you hear the 
shots or were you just watching the muzzle flash? Like focused in on the muzzle flash? 

RD: I did. 

CB: You did? How many do you remember? 

RD: I don't. .. 

CB: Coming from him? 

RD: Oh from him? 

CB: Yeah. 

RD: Oh I don't know, I can't answer that. I have no idea. There was too many ... yeah. 

CB: Okay too many, okay fair enough. Um, let's sec. Anything? 

AW: Nah I'm alright. 

CB: No? 

KF: No questions. 

CB: Any questions? 

RD: No sir. 
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CB: No? Anything I didn't ask you that you might feel is relevant to the case? 

RD: Um ... 

CB: Or anything you want to say? 

RD: No I mean just. .. no I guess the muzzle flash was ... and him coming out. No I'm good. I pretty 
much said everything to you. 

CB: Alright so if you can just uh, sign this one and put a date next to it, just since it was marked up. 
And that's it. That concludes the interview at 3:56 p.m. 

/cf 11/15/2016 
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STATEMENT OF: Officer Andrew Bishop 

ST A TEMENT TAKEN BY: FDLE Special Agent Afonso Williams 
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FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: FDLE Orlando Regional Ops Center 
Orlando, FL 
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RE: IR16-46 

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Jason Bankowitz 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1605 Hours 

AW: We're on tape, Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
Today's date is June 17, 2016. Time is approximately 1605 hours. I am at FDLE Orlando 
Regional Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a police use 
of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 South 
Orange Avenue. I'm conducting the interview with Officer Andrew Bishop of the Orlando Police 
Department. Conducting the interview with me is FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and also FBI 
Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in the room is Jason Bankowitz, Officer Bishop's 
legal counsel. 

Officer Bishop just for the record, I just want to clarify that this is a voluntary statement be given 
as part of the criminal investigation into the shooting and that you are not being compelled at any 
time, any way to provide a statement, you understand? 

AB: Yes I do. 

AW: Anytime during these procedures if you don't want to talk just let me know and we will 
tenninate the interview and you're free to leave. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: Okay. Do you also understand that this is a voluntary statement being taken as part of a criminal 
investigation and not an Internal Affairs administrative statement? 

AB: Yes I do. 
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AW: Okay. With that said can I get you to raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you are 
about to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

AB: I do. 

AW: Okay. Prior to this interview did you review any type of video or audio recording as it relates to 
this incident? 

AB: The only, no video or audio other than what was on the media, television, news. 

AW: Okay. On the day ... on the day of the incident were you um, I'm s01Ty. How long have you been 
employed by OPD? 

AB: Uh, 21 years, December will be 22. 

AW: Okay. And on the date of the incident were you performing your duties as a police officer? 

AB: Yes I was. 

AW: What was your current assignment? 

AB: I am a grenadier with the Orlando Police Department SWAT Team. 

AW: Okay so were you off that day? 

AB: I was, yeah ... 

AW: Prior to the call out? 

AB: ... yes, technically I was off. 

AW: Okay. What was your current duties if you're not on a SW AT callout? 

AB: l'm a school resource officer. 

AW: Okay. Okay so when ... when you did receive the SWAT callout what uniform were you wearing 
when you responded? 

AB: Oh okay when you said I had received it, I was in bed. 

AW: Oh. 

AB: l was in the multi-cam BDU's if you want to call it. 

AW: Okay. So it's your SWAT tactical uniform? 

AB: Yes. 
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AW: Okay. When you responded what vehicle were you driving? 

AB: I drove the uh, my police cruiser, the Crown Vic, marked Crown Vic. 

AW: What weapons, weapon or weapons were you carrying? 

AB: I was carrying my issued handgun along with my SW AT issued rifle M ... M4. 

AW: Now your issued handgun? 

AB: Uh, Sig Sauer. 

AW: What caliber? 

AB: .357. 

AW: .357. Okay ... 

AB: Let me tum this off. 

AW: Okay .357, how many magazines were you carrying' 1 

AB: Uh, I had one in the ... one in the handgun; 1 believe I switched out that night. I believe I removed 
the two um, (inaudible) rounds on my vest and I believe that I put the two handgun magazines 
just at right before I got .. .I walked to the scene. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: So I should have a total of three handgun magazines. 

AW: Okay how many rounds in each mag? 

AB: Uh, twelve. 

AW: Do you top off? 

AB: Yes. 

AW: So it would have been twelve plus one. 

AB: Plus one. 

AW: The one that was in the ... 

AB: The one that was in the chamber for the handgun. 

AW: What about the M4, how many mags? 
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AB: Um, I had one in the actual weapon. Four on the front pouch, um, I had two on my leg uh, drop 
leg uh, carrier and I believe I had two additional mags um, on my vest, in the pouches on my 
vest. 

AW: So you had approximately nine? 

AB: Um, four, five, six, seven ... yeah probably around nine. 

AW: Okay. Um, rounds in each mag? 

AB: Twenty-eight is what I should have in every magazine, in each of the M4 magazines. 

AW: Did you have one in the chamber? 

AB: Um, no what I do is when I get on a scene I load the mag and then chamber a round so it should 
be 28 total in the ... in the rifle. 

AW: Okay. Now from beginning to end I'm going to turn it over to you. And um, my question is how 
did you become involved in this incident and when you arrived on scene what occurred, what all 
you did, what all you saw. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: So I'm going to turn it over to you now. And what I'm ... have is some diagrams. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: (inaudible) from Google. This right here is the sketch of interior. .. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: ... of the nightclub. And these are some maps that you can use. Here's a marker so if you want to 
track your location. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: You can. 

AB: I'm trying to determine what this ... this photo is. 

CB: It's the south side of the ... the building. So it would be looking at here. 

AB: Oh, okay looking at here, okay. It just looks funny. 

CB: just for. .. yeah it's a Google map. 

AB: Got you. 
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CB: So that should be double doors and a window. 

AB: Okay and that window that was broken, okay got it. 

AW: Okay so we'll tum it over to you sir. 

AB: Okay um, got the page sometime at uh, or I should say a text message come across my phone 
with a text message sometime around 2:00, it woke me out of bed. Um, a little after 2:00 woke 
me out of bed. Um, and I asked my wife to double check, to take a look at it cause I had only 
two hours sleep. I jokingly said "Am I being punked" because of what was the text message was. 
And um, I got up and went into my walk-in closet immediately took my issued radio and I turned 
up, turned it on the SW AT channel. Um, I wasn't hearing anything on the SW AT channel. Um, 
and that concerned me cause nonnally there's chatter about equipment, who's grabbing the 
trucks and 1 wasn't hearing anything on the SWAT channel. And urn, I didn't understand. And 
urn, eventually got dressed and told my wife I loved her and I told her no news is good news for 
us. And um, as I, I don't remember exactly where I. .. I mentioned it on the radio but I said uh, I 
told ... I went 10-8 on the radio with my ... my Whiskey number. And um, I said "I'm 10-8 and 
I'm enroute from Winter Garden". I don't nonnally say that but the reason why I said that was 
because um, normally somebody's already made it to the trucks. And you hear that the trucks are 
coming and where they're going. And I remember just like gosh I'm not hearing anybody 
picking up the trucks. And so somebody said alright and so I head towards um, Primrose our 
substation to pick up the vehicles, to assist with getting the armored vehicles. 

And about um, I think I exited the 408 to head to Primrose and somebody said the trucks are 
good so I made a u-tum and I went back down um, south to get onto uh, Orange to go 
southbound. And when I got southbound on Orange I remember pulling in and seeing a hell of a 
lot of police lights on Orange Avenue. And I uh, pulled up next to Officer Ring, a motors officer 
and I said "How do I get to Ester" I was trying to figure out because of the ... all the cars on 
Orange. And uh, he was trying, I mean I don't know how but side streets. Alright so I. . .I drove 
around and I don't remember what the ... the side street was. I just made my way till I got to 
Einstein's. And when I got in that area saw a large amount of people, I saw a triage going on and 
that was the "Oh crap it's you know, it's ... bigger than I had imagined". 

I pulled in past Einstein's and there was some business on the back, the south end of it on the 
east side of the road there. I pulled in, I parked the ... my vehicle and eventually Officer Tim 
Stanley came and parked near me, about one car length away from me. And got dressed listening 
to the radio and um, I don't remember if somebody told me or over the radio or directed me, they 
said I need lo get to Captain Canty who was over near the Dunkin Donuts, in that area. I got 
dressed um, and walked southbound and before I got, before I began walking westbound towards 
Dunkin Donuts I recall um, chambering a round. Cause my thought was "alright before I even 
cross the street I'm going to make sure I'm hot". Um, so I chambered a round in the M4, my 
ltandgun was ... was hot. I chambered a round in the M4 and I removed the mag, looked at it and 
basically um, it should line up opposite. So if I. .. when I chambered a round whatever on the 
right should now be on the left, as being the top. That's my basic rule for making sure that the 
round did chamber. And I. .. cause I remember mentioning that to Officer Perales, Mike Perales. 

Urn, went over lo um, meet with Captain Canty and um, was directed, and I don't remember ifhe 
told me directly but um, or somebody else did but had to go help Officer, excuse me Lieutenant 
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Scott Smith. Um, Lieutenant Smith was roughly at the, let me borrow a pen, in this area of the 
front door. The main entrance of the ... of the nightclub. And there were several other officers to 
include what looked like an Orange County deputy in a SW AT uniform and another officer from 
another department. I don't recall. I just remember seeing a patch and looking at it and going 
that's not one of us. Um, they were rescuing an individual. .. rescuing an individual that was in 
this area. l remember them pulling him out, a male, white male, dragging him out in the ... in the 
parking lot area here to the front of the business. Um, blood was in this area, they pulled him out. 
I remember him being taken off by other officers. I don't recall who they are. I took a position 
here um, after uh, I don't recall who the officer, it was Officer. .. Officer Hank Wong was up here 
originally. And I was told to take the position here. I could see that there was someone in this 
doorway. Um, I saw movement and I asked, I said just to make sure, I flashed my light and I said 
that is us. I wanted to make sure that was a SWAT officer. And it appeared to be that. .. that there 
was a SWAT person down in this area. 

Um, eventually you know, we ... we held and at some point in time uh, l was relieved, we were 
self-relieving on the point positions here. I was told that based on the diagram here it appears that 
this was the area we were focused on that um, the suspect had shot around 20 people is what I 
was told, 20 individuals. And was held up in this ... this area, looking at the diagram here. Um, 
and I said okay and I remember when I was at point at some point in time, um, I was relieved 
and somebody else took my position. Uh, at some point in time I was talking to Lieutenant Scott 
Smith and um, when they mentioned the amount ofum, victims he mentioned that um, you need 
to go inside. And I said "really". So um, Lieutenant Smith took me into what I believe was this 
route. I walked here, through here, the glass was already broken. I walked in here and I think 
when I passed here there was uh, a body in this area. Appeared to be a male. l made it to here 
um, cause I remember there being a closet of some kind over here and I stood and l looked uh, I 
can only explain there's bodies everywhere. Bodies on the stage, bodies, I mean ... throughout the 
nightclub. l mean it was ... um, something out of a movie. Um, I could see that there were M4 
magazines, what appeared to be M4 type magazines on the floor in this area. I came back out 
um, and took a position and eventually the APC was brought up, our armored vehicle, was 
brought up into this area. And um, at some point in time I was once again up at point, relieved 
and later on um, Detective Raul Rivas came up. And I was in the back talking to Detective Rivas 
and at some point in time I said "you need to go in there and see what's going on, you need to 
see what this is about". 

Um, I took Detective Rivas in here and um, um, he ... he was upset. He got pissed off for lack of a 
better term. Came out cause it's .. .it's you know surreal. It was unbelievable. Came back out and 
we were on this position self-relieving back and forth, um, using the armored vehicle as cover. 
At some point in time um, we were getting intel that possibly a bomb was in the car. I'm 
listening to the ... the radio, in the suspect's vehicle that was parked somewhere on the north side 
ofthe ... the um, the nightclub or on the north ... north of the nightclub. Um, we were also hearing 
that the suspect was um, using the clicker and the lights on the vehicle was flashing as if trying to 
set off a device of some kind um, over the radio. And you know time doesn't really matter so 
you're not. .. I don't even know if I even had a watch on that day I was in ... you know, time was 
irrelevant. At some point in time, for us anyway, at some point in time there was word that um, 
the suspect was in communication with someone. I don't recall the dispatch. And at some point 
in time mention that there were ... he was going to send out four individuals with vests and 
they're going to take different sections ofthe ... ofthe um, the nightclub. 
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Um, we talked about it. I don't remember who I talked to but I remember the thought was alright 
we might have to shoot the person but we're going to try and not shoot in the head ... l mean try 
not shooting the body because if they're wearing a vest. So ... cause we were self-relieving like l 
said. So um, there was a couple of us back here. The vehicle um, the commanders decided to 
back the vehicle away from directly in front of the front entrance which was probably more of an 
angle where this SUV is in here. The vehicle was backed all the way out to where we were one 
the um, the brick. I was standing for the majority of the time on the ... um, let's call it the 
passenger side of the vehicle taking cover. There was word that our sniper was able to see and 
hear um, and would assist us you know, um, if need be. So um, when l saw .. .I'm talking the 
double doors, was able to see into the double doors and I don't remember how far. . .I imagine all 
the way to where he could see into the ... the restroom. 

Uh, word came out that we've got EOD on site and you know EOD was going to breach or try to 
breach uh, one of the bathrooms. Um, Lieutenant Smith made the countdown I recall that. I 
may ... I remember the uh, the explosion going off. Nothing that we were not familiar with. And 
the thing that was kind of alanning is when we realized we were told the hole wasn't big enough 
or it didn't work or you know and that was the ... dammit factor. So um, I remember, let me go 
back, I remember while I was here at one point um, Officer Stanley was in this area and I don't 
know where he was able to recover it but there were several victims who were um, hiding 
backstage I guess. And we were able to pull them out cause when I was here I remember the 
thing that kind of sucked for us here was now l 'm in a crossfire situation with this guy. If he 
comes out here and um, another team member here, it was just you know, the nice thing is 
Officer Stanley and another group of guys were able to remove several of the individuals from 
this backstage area. 

Um, going back, so the breach was made, I was not on this side so I had no idea where um, what 
it looked like. At some point in time um, they were manually breaching this area and I saw 
victims who were in here starting to run. I was .. .I'd say this area I could see them coming past 
the fence line and I was here. Um, at some point in time Lieutenant Bigelow mentioned that or 
made reference to the fact that "I need people from the south side". Um, I told the guys here, I 
believe I said "I'm going out" and I made my way up and around this ... this appears to be the 
driveway here. l made my way up and around. Kind of like in this area at first, and um, yeah 
kind of like in this area first. And as ambulatory victims came out I directed them um, 
and ... towards l guess we.had a couple of patrol guys I believe that was in that ... there were other 
officers in that area that were taking them, most of the officers were still on the other side of the 
brick street. 

Uh, Stan ... Officer Stanley and some of the other guys were still continually manually trying to 
punch holes in the wall. I made my way up closer and .. .I go up closer to this area and at some 
point in time, um, we were able to pull additional individuals out and was trying to remember 
um, how the whole thing, the timeline for victims coming out. They were ... I mean they were just 
coming out. At some point in time um, I ended up a little bit closer to where the ... the APC was 
which was pointed in this direction. Yeah facing um, eastbound and was punching holes into 
the ... the wall. At some point in time I remember hearing gunshots and it ... it sounded as if it was 
coming from the north side, I'll call it the northwest side of the nightclub. And um, there were 
several holes in the ... in the building by now. And my main concern when I started hearing the 
gunshots was okay, um, he's probably shooting victims, you know hostages. And l remember 
Officer Stanley um, and some of the other guys breaching one of the walls on the ... on the west 
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side of the building by either pushing in or pulling out an air conditioner. Cause l remember 
there was some discussion about four hostages trying to push the air conditioner out and officers 
trying to push the air conditioner in. But I remember the gunshots started on the inside. I looked 
up and I could see what appeared to be the hole where the air conditioner was. Um, I wasn't 
quite uh, certain where all ... what all the holes were for what, for what bathrooms, cause by the 
time I came on ... on the uh, on that west side of the building urn, there was no discussion of this 
is ... it was, we were just trying to pull victims out. So I wasn't certain where um, the suspect was 
and which area he was at this point in time. But um, the whole idea was we believed he was up 
somewhere on the northwest comer of that hole area. That being said I remember looking up at 
the hole where the air conditioner unit was thinking um, ''that SOB is going to start shooting at 
us from that hole". Um, cause I had just ... you know, and not. .. not familiar with the entire layout 
of the west side of the building. I looked up and um, I remember seeing what appeared to be, by 
then I was ... closer to 90 degrees, not completely 90 degrees on the building but I was ... I was 
working my way this way and closer to ... to 90 degrees. And I remember seeing a shadow 
coming, what. .. what appeared to be coming through, from the ... the um, the holes in the wall. I 
could see some movement, not knowing if it's a victim or suspect. So I'm looking and trying to 
figure it out. At some point in time I saw a shadow and what appeared to be a handgun. 
That's ... you know, almost you know, almost directly in front of me. Um, and at some point in 
time after that I remember seeing muzzle flash. And when I saw the muzzle flash I said dammit, 
I'm thinking to myself, I remember just, "he's shooting at us". At that point in time I remember 
um, trying to take aim and I just started pulling the trigger, aiming at where the muzzle flashes 
were. 

Um, at some point in time after that um, Lieutenant Scott Smith yelled "cease fire". I stopped 
thing and um, dropped, I remember yelling "reload". And I dropped my mag, I was trying to do 
an administrative reload cause I wasn't sure if I was even empty. So I grabbed my mag and I was 
trying to force into my either my back pocket or my cargo pocket on the side. Being that I had 
the pouch on my leg with the two magazines, that's probably where I was trying to go and it 
wasn't working. So I remember trying to ... um, save that magazine. I got to the point where I 
said to hell with it and I just dropped the magazine. Then I grabbed a magazine from the leg 
pouch. I loaded it. . .loaded the magazine and um, I was ... um, paying attention to what was going 
on with uh, with Lieutenant Smith and I.. .Lieutenant Bigelow, at some point in time the EOD 
guys were mentioning that um, there is an active device. I remember there was talk about um, 
what looked like a bomb or some type of device on the suspect's body down by his legs. I heard 
them say legs. Um, I didn't see the ... the suspect body, the suspect's body or the device but EOD, 
one of the ... or the Orange County EOD guys, took a position in front of the hole where the ... the 
downed guy was at some point in time. Um, and he was telling or screaming for us to stay back, 
stay back. And as we were calling up patrol, cause now the patrol guys were trying to come and 
help because we're still trying to get victims out. Um, patrol guys were running up and he, EOD 
um, detective was trying to keep us back. 

Um, we went back to manually trying to breach holes. Um, Officer Stanley and Sergeant -
actually entered um, the building through the holes and uh, started pulling and um, convincing 
some of the victims to come out. There were folks that were just still scared, had a difficult time 
walking, um, pulling them out. Uh, and I remember um, um, individuals, you know, telling me as 
they come out um, that they were shot. And there was a young lady who asked me to ... that her 
sister was still in there. 

zacharyblair
Highlight
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AW: Take your time. 

AB: I told her I would get her. I forget ... all I remember it was a black female. So ... um, sorry. And 
um, we uh, kept pulling the victims out till I. . .I think the word was "there isn't any more I think 
the rest are dead". I think that's what the call was made and we uh, we backed away and EOD 
had ... had the scene and um, I remember um, I think it was Detective Rivas said "I dropped my 
mag" and I said "Brrr ... to hell with it". So um, cause I remember I said "mine's still there". 

Um and um ... and then we went and huddled and uh, Lieutenant tried to make sure, asked 
who ... who fired. And I said "I fired". And I said "I remember firing". And he uh, huddled us 
together so ... to make sure we had a correct count of the officers that fired that night. 

AW: Okay. Pretty much ended your involvement? 

AB: Um, pretty much and then uh, yeah we were ... for the most part that was the end. I was .. .I was 
done. We were ... walked on the other side of the street and we waited for further instructions on 
what to do and were told to wait for uh, um, instructions and we were told to go to Primrose and 
wait. And we waited there for Internal Affairs. 

AW: Okay. Just I'm going to back up just a little. 

AB: Okay. 

AW: Uh, when you arrived on scene, once you got instructions, your first position was here. So I 
would say at the south entrance? 

AB: Yes sir the south entrance the double doors, that would be ... from facing the double doors to the 
left. I took a position behind um, several officers who were in line. 

AW: Let me get you to put your initials here. And put a number one. Okay so you held that position. 

AB: Co1Tect. 

AW: Then you was told by uh, Lieutenant Smith to go inside. 

AB: Yeah at some point in time I was ... ! relieved Officer Wong that was there initially. Um, then I 
was relieved. I was hanging out kind of like by the back of the armored personnel carrier and 
then yeah, Lieutenant Smith said "You've got to see" and I um, and he escorted me to the dance, 
not to the dance floor but I guess, whatever you want to call it. I guess the opening near the stage 
and dance floor area. 

AW: And when you went in there you saw bodies? 

AB: Bodies. 

AW: Everywhere? 

AB: Bodies everywhere. 
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AW: Okay. At some point you came out uh, then you assisted with ... assisted with helping the victims 
out? 

AB: Yeah I came around and uh, this was after the um, the attempt at the explosive breach. Um, after 
they were able to ... I think they were manually, victims were coming out and Lieutenant Bigelow 
said "we need more people from the south" I came around and I was standing probably at um in 
this area here. 

AW: Okay put your initials somewhere in there. So you was on the southwest comer? 

AB: That's correct. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: Number two? 

AW: Yeah we'll put two there. Okay and you said the Bearcat was somewhere? 

AB: The ... the um, the smaller of the APC was still in this location. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: The other APC was somewhere in this location. It. .. it moved a couple of times, I'm not quite 
sure exactly where it was. But uh for the majority of the time it was facing directly at the wall. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: (inaudible). 

AW: And you saw holes in the wall ... 

AB: Yeah. 

AW: ... that was from the Bcarcat? 

AB: Um, there were holes in the wall. I. .. I. .. to be honest with you I don't if all of them were from 
the Bearcat. I know what appeared to be the first hole, I believe was that from the explosive 
breaching. Um, there were some smaller holes. Um, and I'm not sure if it was the Bearcat, 
I'm ... I can only assume was the Bearcat that they started with and then maybe used a ram. 

AW: Okay. So from your position you saw a hole in the west, the most west wall of the nightclub? 

AB: Yes. 

AW: Far west. Um, at what point did you hear gunshots? Cause you said you heard some gunshots 
inside? 
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AB: Urn, I recall moving closer up to assist and urn, I'm ... I'm thinking I probably in this area. 

AW: Approximate, approximate, yeah you can put your initials there. 

AB: Yes. 

AW: We'llgothree. 

AB: Urn, I'm thinking I was in that area. 

AW: And you heard; do you know how many gunshots you heard from the inside? 

AB: Um ... 

AW: Approximately? 

AB: I'm .. .I'm thinking approximately five. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: Alright. And then when I heard the gunshot I remember focusing in this direction because of uh, 
what I saw appeared to be the opening for the A/C unit I remember seeing a hole in the wall 
high. And I kind of moved more out this way in trying to focus on the hole. 

AW: Okay. So let me get you to put, so four should be somewhere in that area? 

AB: Yeah. 

AW: Okay so at what point you saw the muzzle flash? 

AB: I was almost directly um, in front of I think the larger hole and I saw what appeared to be a 
muzzle flash. From my perspective it looked like um, the flashes were toward this direction. 

AW: Okay. So the muzzle flash was; you saw the muzzle flash going towards this direction? 

AB: Yeah it appeared to be going this way. 

AW: From out, from in going out? 

AB: Yea ... well !...because of the wall and being so dark I couldn't tell ifhe actually reached out or 
he was shooting from the inside. It was hard to tell. I remember just seeing muzzle flash. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: And thinking "he's shooting at us" yeah. 

AW: And so how many, do you remember how many rounds you fired? 
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AB: Um, no. 

AW: Approximately? 

AB: No, um, no. 

AW: Okay. Did you hear, did you ... do you know how many rounds he fired? His second volley? As 
we'll call his first volley here that you witnessed? 

AB: Yeah. 

AW: But you, you saw muzzle flash? 

AB: Yes. I'm ... ! have no idea .. .I'm going to say maybe at least five. lt. .. you know, he probably shot 
the five and that's probably when um, I started returning rounds, as they were quick. 

AW: Were a lot, any other person, did any other operator fire rounds? 

AB: Ohuh ... 

AW: Toyourknowledge? 

AB: Yes. 

AW: Okay. 

AB: Um, as for who fired I don't ... I don't ... I wouldn't be able to tell you. But because of where I 
was and focused on the hole um, I. .. no I couldn't tell you who fired. But there were definitely 
other officers firing around me. 

AW: Was anyone struck by any rounds from the suspect? 

AB: Um ... 

AW: To your knowledge? 

AB: To my knowledge, after the ... the initial um, after we returned fire and after the cease fire by 
Lieutenant Smith um, I heard that Officer Napolitano was hit. Um, I remember trying to look at 
the group that was in this area of where I was and I remember trying to focus at the group in that 
area. And Officer Napolitano was standing and uh, and I remember thinking to myself "good" 
and as I... they said it hit his helmet or something to that effect. And I walked over and I 
remember looking and he was talking to Officer Stanley and I'm "Okay he's alive, he's okay" it 
did hit his helmet. So um, I was relieved, so the question yes. Um, one of the officers was hit 
during the exchange of gunfire. 

AW: Okay. Uh, and the reason, what's the reason why you used deadly force? 
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AB: First of all, I was in fear of the officers who were standing and still trying to rescue victims were 
being shot at. Not only that I was in fear that he was going shot more innocent victims and also I 
was in fear that eventually he was going to shoot me um, in an exchange of gunfire. 

AW: Okay. 

CB: Just a ... from ... just an approximate, how far were you from the ... from the wall? Looking at this 
sketch? I'm just trying to figure, how far do you think? 

AB: Twenty to thirty feet. 

CB: Okay. 

KF: The only thing I got is um, how long have you been on SW AT? You said twenty-plus years? 

AB: Um, the Department will be twenty-two in December, uh, SWAT, I lost track. I think I'm around 
fifteen years now. 

KF: Okay so you've been to probably an extensive amount of active shooter training and have 
probably received a lot of training on like the mindset and tactics and capabilities of the 
individuals that do this stuff. 

AB: Yes sir. 

KF: So um, and then based upon your arrival there and seeing the carnage that had already occurred 
um, were you receiving any intelligence about some of the calls that he was making and he 
was ... 

AB: Yes sir. Um, the nice thing is they were continually briefing us over the radio about what was 
going on. Um, I uh, remember hearing that he had called dispatch or somewhere and had made 
allegiance to ISIS or something to that effect. Um, and um, along with the threat that he was 
going um, send out hostages in bomb vests. 

KF: So he had showed a degree of for lack of a better term, sophistication, knowledge and planning 
that far exceeds what you usually see? 

AB: Yes sir. Along with the fact that I saw empty um, M4 magazines around the bodies. 

KF: Which would indicate to you that he was also capable of putting accurate and high volumes of 
fire towards you guys right? 

AB: Yes sir. 

JB: No questions. 

CB: I don't know if you ... did he ask you how many rounds you think you shot? 

AB: Um ... 
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CB: I don't know ifhe asked, you did. 

AB: Yes he did. 

CB: Okay. Um, the uh, did you hear the ... the guy shooting, did you hear him saying anything at all 
during your whole time there? 

AB: No I don't recall him saying anything. 

CB: No okay. 

AB: Yeah. 

AW: Okay. If there 1s anything we failed to ask that you think you would be pertinent to this 
investigation? 

AB: Um, no not at this point. 

AW: Okay. Um, what I'm going to get you do is if you can sign and date .. .I think that's the only one 
you marked on. 

AB: Today is thc' 1 

CB: 17th 

AB: 17th okay. 

AW: Alright the time is 1645 hours. We're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/15/16 
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CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Today's date 
is June 17, 2016. The time is 4:48 p.m. l 'm at the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 
Orlando Regional Operations Center in reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a 
police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange Avenue in Orlando. I'm conducting an interview of Officer Michael 
Napolitano of the Orlando Police Department. Also conducting the interview with me is Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement Special Agent Afonso Williams and FBI Special Agent Kevin 
Farrington. Also present in the room is Jason Bankowitz, which Napolitano's legal counsel. 

Alright Michael for the record I'd like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given by 
you as part of the criminal investigation into the shooting incident and you're not being 
compelled in any way to provide a statement. At any time you wish to stop talking or consult 
with your legal counsel feel free. 

MN: Okay. 

CB: You understand? 

MN: Yep I do. 

CB: Okay and do you understand, just to clarify this is a ... for the criminal investigation portion of it 
and nothing to do with the administrative part. 

MN: I understand. 
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CB: Do you understand? Okay. Can you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear and affirm that 
the testimony you are to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help 
you God? 

MN: !do. 

CB: Alright. Uh, prior to this interview have you reviewed anybody cameras, audio or videos relating 
to the incident? 

MN: Yeah I've heard, uh, some audio portion that somebody, I think non-law enforcement just a 
victim or a bystander recorded. You can't really see anything; you just hear gunfire and some 
yelling. And I was able, actually able to see some of the video from the Chase, the helicopter. 

CB: Okay. Where did you see that? 

MN: Our gun range. 

CB: The gun range, okay. 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Um, who directed you to watch any video or did anybody direct you to do that? 

MN: No I was, it was (inaudible) yeah. 

CB: Okay and the ... the Chase video, what did you see from there? I mean anything ... 

MN: Um, it was basically just the uh, when we engaged him, the shooting. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: You can't see ... it's kind of there, it's a certain angle so you can only see ... 

CB: Okay. 

MN: ... certain things. 

CB: Alright and the audio you said was from somebody inside the building? 

MN: Or someone outside I think. I think, you can't see, it's like super dark but it sounds like they're 
outside trying to film it. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And you can kind of, it's like on the Internet everywhere I think. 

CB: Okay. Alright. How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 
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MN: Uh, four years, it was actually that Saturday like night. 

CB: Oh okay. 

MN: Four year anniversary yeah. 

CB: Alright and what are your duties for Orlando Police Department? 

MN: Um, my primary duty is I work downtown um, on the Downtown Bike Squad, Community 
Policing Division. And then I'm also on the SW AT team, it's like an auxiliary unit. 

CB: Alright and how long have you been on SW AT? 

MN: Uh, coming up on a year also. Um, anniversary's coming up like June 22
nd

• 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So yeah. 

CB: Alright the night of June 12th were you working your nonnal duties or were you off that night? 

MN: I was off duty. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: I was ordered actually to work downtown for that detail so I was ... ! don't how familiar you guys 
are with that. Basically you know, downtown gets pretty busy so they hire officers to stand 
basically at the comer, a couple each. And if they don't get enough they order people to fill those 
spots. 

CB: Where were you working? 

MN: Orange and Central. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Um, how were you dressed that night? 

MN: I was dressed in my uh, it's called the Class C. like the blue long pants, short sleeve shirt. 

CB: Okay. ls it like a polo or is it the unifonn? 

MN: Yeah it's a uni ... you know, it's like the ... you know, it's collared but it's like a unifonn. 

CB: Okay. Any insignia on it or anything? 
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MN: Yeah like a my name, the badge, uh, you know ... ! don't wear that one that much so I can't like 
just rattle off but yeah just the standard basically. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: You know police uniform. 

CB: Alright um, and when you responded to this scene, how did you learn about that? I mean what 
made you respond there? 

MN: Uh, I just heard on the radio the ... there was a Signal 43 on the Patrol East, a different radio 
channel than we were on. So obviously we flipped over. Urn, and we just heard, you know, 
officer calling out shots fired. So our, actually the supervisor was there, I was like "hey we're 
going to go" he's like "Yeah go". So ... that's how we heard. 

CB: Alright did you wear the same uniform to the scene that you had (inaudible)? 

MN: Yeah I uh, yeah I wore that straight there. I had a ... obviously had a vest, like a light vest under 
the uniform. 

CB: Urn, um. 

MN: Urn, but yeah that's what I wore to the scene. 

CB: When you get there did you change or anything or did (inaudible)? 

MN: The only thing I did was I grabbed my UNP and an extra magazine from the trunk. 

CB: And your UNP is your rifle? 

MN: ForSWATyeah. 

CB: SWAT rifle? 

MN: Yeah and took an extra magazine in my pocket. Just like ... cause we don't have the cargo 
pockets or anything in our blue uniforms. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So I kind of put it in this left pocket here. 

CB: Okay so at that time you're still wearing the same unifom1 you were wearing? 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: At the club or Orange and Central? 

MN: Yep. 
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CB: And you have a rifle, do you have a handgun on you also? 

MN: Yeah I have my handgun. 

CB: Okay 

MN: And my mag, yeah two magazines for that handgun also on my belt. 

CB: Okay. And what type of handgun? 

MN: It's a Sig .357. 

CB: Okay and how many rounds in each mag? 

MN: Uh, twelve. 

CB: And do you top off and chamber one? 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. Um, what about your rifle, how many mags did you have on your person? 

MN: I had one in the rifle and one on me. 

CB: How many rounds in each? 

MN: Twenty-five, should be twenty-five. 

CB: In both? 

MN: In each, yeah. 

CB: Okay. Alright and what type of rifle was that? You said a UNP? 

MN: UNP yeah. 

CB: Okay. Alright ... so you get the call while you're out at Orange and Central and what happens 
from there? Go ahead and give me the rundown. 

MN: Uh, start driving there and I mean honestly you know, shooting at a club isn't totally like 
uncommon. So you're kind oflike "oh we're going to go but this guy's going to long gone". You 
know some beef or something stupid and this guy's going to be on like 1-4 by the time we get 
there and then you know. Listening, the officer is still calling out "like he's still shooting" and 
we're like "oh crap this is like ... this is serious". You know so we get there and um, still hear him 
calling like you know, "we need people, we need people". Uh, get out of the car, you know grab 
my gun, grab the extra mag. I started approaching the building; see uh, some victims, hear some 
shots being fired. I remember some other patrol guys had challenged somebody on the side of the 
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building but he ended up just being a victim. I mean seemed ... ! mean he was injured so ... figured 
he was victim so then I moved around to the front of the building. 

CB: Okay. Alright. Here is an overview shot, aerial shot ofuh, and Google maps and ... 

MN: Okay. 

CB: And the front of the building um, the south side, um, west side and this is the back, west side 
building and this is actually a floor layout. I'm not sure if you ... 

MN: Okay cool. 

CB: ... were in it but this is uh, would be north, where Pulse Nightclub is? 

MN: Got you yep. 

CB: The west side and what have you. So um, so you show up where ... where do you initially go in 
relation to uh, to the building? 

MN: So we came ... we came from the north. So I would have parked like south of the building. Um ... 

CB: Okay. 

MN: ... like maybe not even a block but you know, you know I didn't want get right up on it. Um, so I 
ran up and uh, let's see what the best one to maybe this ... to the south, okay ... so first ... that first 
guy was kind of challenged somewhere around here that ended up being a victim. And this is 
right by the building. I remember that and then as soon as 1 realized that he was really in play, 
came up this way. 

CB: So you're on the north side of the building at this time? 

MN: Yeah, yeah. 

CB: Cause this is ... okay. 

MN: Yeah 1 parked like north, like somewhere like you know; I don't know the scale but you know. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So came up saw that; came around to the north side of the building. Um, and kind of ended up 
linking up with a few guys who also were just arriving. Um, I guess somewhere around here. 1 
can't say exactly. And uh, I started getting ready to basically go and make entry. And I 
remember hearing, I can't remember exactly when but 1 definitely remember hearing more shots 
being fired either you know, right outside or right as we got in or. .. somewhere around then. So 
there was a uh, a big glass window somewhere near the front. I don't think you can see it here 
but I think it's on the ... directly facing south but on that part of the building. 

CB: Um, um. 
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MN: Um, so you know it's kind of like, it's just. .. it's funny, it's just like training, you know, you get 
there, and you hear a shot or two and it stops. So you kind of slow down a little bit, you don't 
rush in. And uh, so you know, we're kind of getting ready to go in and then at some point 
someone goes "hey we're going to break this big, you know really big glass window" so I break 
this window. I remember seeing somebody try to kick it and it kind of you know bounced off 
And they were like "don't kick it like break it with something". So I just grabbed my baton off 
my belt, my duty belt and just like chucked it through the window. And it like went through and 
it didn't. .. it broke a hole through the window and then it kind of like cracked all of the glass. So 
then we were able to just kind of like kick and push it and break it all down real quick to jump in. 
So when jumped in through there and then uh, I think we ... we had ... you know there's like four 
or five of us then. I can't even tell you exactly everyone who was there. And then a few guys 
went uh, left, so I guess we were in this reception area. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So a few guys kind ofwcnt this way and I ended up going to the right here. 

CB: Alright. 

MN: And I think then I continued, I was with at least one other guy and I continued through this ... this 
way. This door, I don't think I went through this one. 

CB: Um,um. 

MN: And I remember just seeing you know, just bodies, just like, the whole floor. Uh, I saw some 
movement behind the bar. I challenged them. Uh, he came up hands up and then like I think like 
four or five other people popped up and then we kind of you know, said alright probably not him. 
Um, so I told like "hey get down, just get down". They got down, continued to move in, I 
don't ... ! remember I don't think I really went in .. .I was kind of more along this way, along the 
west side of that room. And uh, came up and kind of, I think held here for a bit holding this door, 
it was closed. Which I guess is actually, I guess it's a dressing room. And uh, I remember. .. it 
seemed like more people were arriving at that point. I remember hearing more like cops like 
coming in through other doors, other entrances. And then as I was holding this and I could see 
um, you know other. .. other guys were here and I. .. I heard someone challenge the .. .I assumed 
they were challenging the shooter and ... and fired at him. And I think I was still holding this door 
at that time. And then uh, I really I thought that was going to be it. I was hoping. That that was 
going to be the end of it but uh, and it seemed like he went back in the bathroom and they 
were ... they were basically .... you know he went in that bathroom and I was able ... uh, somebody 
must have come and picked this up from me and I must've known cause I was able to come 
up ... and ... and get in behind this bar with uh, like there was like two or three other guys 
behind ... in this area. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And we were kind ... I couldn't really see down, like especially when he ... when he was first 
engaged I couldn't see down the hallway at all. And even here I could .. .I think I could see this 
door. Cause it looked like a wood door that had like slits in it or something. Um, and I think I 
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could see that door but I couldn't see this door, which is the one they were saying he was 
probably in. So we held that for a while, and Orange County, you know, just waiting for him to 
come back out or seeing what was going to happen. But he wasn't shooting, there was no 
more ... the last time I heard gunshots I think was in here and we .. .I remember hearing him like, 
we think he's like reloading. I remember saying that. Um, but it wasn't. . .I think ifwe had heard 
him keep shooting I think we probably we would have you know, went straight there and ... and 
just dealt with that but since he wasn't we kind of just held it. I know the SWAT callout was 
made and we ended up, kind of falling back a little bit and ... and cross covering this hallway. So 
I ended up back here again. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Um, me and another officer were ... he was like covering here, I was covering the door. And then 
um, I was covering that for, it felt like a while. Um, and then the SWAT guy kitted up that I saw 
came in, relieved me. So I went out, went back to my car. That's when I geared up. I didn't 
change my pants but I took that belt off, I put on my drop holster. Throw on the heavy vest, 
throw on the helmet and uh, so that vest has an extra ... I put you know handgun magazines in 
that vest and the UNP mag and that vest already had one extra handgun mag and one extra UNP 
mag. So it had four total handgun mags and three total UNP. 

CB: Okay. And the handgun mag on the vest had how many rounds? 

MN: Twelve and the same with the UNP, it should be twenty-five. 

CB: Same, _twenty-five? 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Uh, so I did that uh, ran back up ended up kind of rnnning through this parking lot again. And 
seeing uh, a decent size group of SWAT guys that were already geared up in there, holding this 
double door. .. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: ... here right on the south side. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So I got up there for a bit, started kind of like getting people out of there who weren't SWAT and 
weren't as geared up. And we kind, I think I took maybe one rotation kind of taking turns, just 
you know moving up, holding it and then like switching out. And then I remember. .. am 1 
supposed to say like everyone's name if I remember them. 

CB: Yeah if you remember the people like you were with, like when you made entry in, who was 
with you and where ... when you posted up. 

Zachary Blair
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MN: Okay. 

CB: Who was shooting inside? 

MN: Got ya, yeah sorry. 

CB: If you remember somebody. 

MN: I'll go back real quick. 

CB: Yeah. 

MN: Sol know like Lieutenant Scott Smith was one of the first guys I saw. Uh, Manny Florin and I 
know I end up here, when I was holding ... I was holding this, Ben Chisari was there with me. 

CB: Okay. And uh, put like a little X or something there or. .. 

MN: Okay. 

CB: Or your initials and Ben Chisari's initials. 

MN: Okay. 

CB: Where you're at. 

MN: So .... so we're kind of both just in that doorway just. .. 

CB: And this is your second position right? 

MN: That was ... 

CB: Cause initially you went to the bar? 

MN: Yeah. But I was also there first for a bit. 

CB: Ohokay. 

MN: But I don't remember if someone was with me. Cause I know-· .. oh also Sergeant 
- was with me originally here when we made entry into this room. 

CB: Okay. So you and Sergeant - come into this room together? 

MN: Yeah and Manny Florin was here somewhere here too. I just remember ... like I don't...! 
didn't ... I saw him someplace but it was more like hearing him and him ... 

CB: Yeah. 

MN: And then um, and so you know Lieutenant Smith and somebody else went this way. 
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CB: Okay. 

MN: And it was Lieutenant Smith that I saw, I was able to see out of my peripheral and heard him 
engage. From ... he was behind the bar here. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So I should put that. And then I remember I think - was ... see somehow- got 
here I think or here. 

CB: Okay if you don't. .. if you don't remember don't worry about it. 

MN: I can't remember, yeah I can't really remember. 

CB: That's fine. 

MN: But I think he was ... he was up there too. So then Ben and I both went up, someone else was 
covering this. We were both behind there. I think there was four of us at one point. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: -• Scott Smith, Ben and me. I was on this far end so I kind of had the worst angle I 
guess. And then ... 

CB: And if you canjustjot your initials there. 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Where you were, okay. 

MN: Uh, so as it kind, you know, as more time went on he didn't come back out. I think Lieutenant 
Smith got a little more lieutenant than operator and realized okay ... cause I remember back here 
is when he said "we need the SW AT call, like full call out" and then he ... he went back he 
got. .. he went out. And at one point he looked at me, I was still here, he's like "hey look at me, 
you've got somebody here covering this" he wanted me to see that I knew that. So we knew we 
could focus on this. And I don't remember who decided we should back up and kind of cross 
cover it. But that happened you know ... 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Okay so that gets us I guess back up to speed. is the one that relieved me I 
remember. He came here, relieved me there and he asked what I was covering and we told him. 
We kind of told him where the ... we thought the bad guy was. 

CB: Right. 
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MN: So I geared up came back, saw a bunch of the guys. I couldn't even tell you everyone I saw. I 
know I saw like, I just remember seeing a few faces. Like Hank Wong, and uh, 
I saw him. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Cause he was telling me, he was like "Hey you're stepping in blood". And I realized it was, well 
everywhere. So uh ... 

CB: Then you took a position somewhere out there? 

MN: Yeah I was here for a bit, did like one rotation and then I remember. . .I remember seeing Tim 
Stanley run out. And uh, he said he needed a body. So I was kind of the furthest guy back here, it 
was like right after I rotated out so I just ran over to him. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And we went around the back of the building. And he was basically, we were going back there, 
he's like "hey we're going to like kind of. .. " he didn't really say scout it out but we're going to 
see what the patrol guys got and see what we can ... we can do uh, back here. So uh, there's a 
bunch of patrol guys back there. They're like all line .... you know, like a line back here in the 
trees, there's a patrol car in that parking lot. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Um, I guess this is the best. .. you know, the patrol car in this parking lot right here, you can 
barely see in this one. 

CB: Um, um. 

MN: And there's a few guys behind there. There was guys up here, there's like a door up here. Like a 
little hallway. Um, which would go through ... back here, on the north side of the building. 
There's like a hall ... it wasn't really a hallway because there's like a fence on this side. And it's 
kind of open air. But on this side it was like the building not brick, but the concrete or whatever 
the building's made of. 

CB: Right. 

MN: So they were holding that hallway down long. And Tim was, you know, obviously he's way 
more senior than me, he was coordinating stuff. He kind of knew I guess we had guys 
somewhere out here, seemed like covering stuff that we didn't need to cover this as much as they 
were initially doing it. Uh, so then he was like "stay back here we're going to get like more guys 
and the Bcarcat. So just stay back there with the patrol guys for a bit". And uh, the smaller I 
think two-door APC ... 

CB: Okay. 
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MN: ... came up and then they kind of realized they wanted to switch where each truck was. So it 
dropped off a few guys. So it was then, we were back there with me, , -
and Rick Duenas we were back there. And the trucks switched out, but it took awhile, it wasn't 
like immediate. That truck left and we were just back there for awhile. And we were kind, we 
relieved the ... we told the patrol guys, we told them to get out of there. We had some snipers up 
behind us on the roof. So the ... we got the patrol guys out of there. That car stayed there though. 
And we kind of stayed behind that for cover. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: At one point Tim came back. We ended up kind of working in through here a little bit. Uh, they 
got some people out of this backstage room. 

CB: Alright. 

MN: I don't remember how many. I know that it was more than like two. Um, a few guys they ran out. 
Um, we kind of did a quick kind of pat down on them. One guy had a backpack I remember, 1, 
took from him. And they were gone. And I can't remember, sometime around this, in this time 
the Bear, the bigger Bcarcat arrived. But we didn't do much with it yet. And then Tim leaves 
again, the guy was like bouncing all over the place. It was .. .it was kind of crazy. And then he 
comes back, I remember seeing him on the phone and I didn't know who he was talking to and 
then I hear ... he goes up to .. .I guess it must have been this dressing room, there's like an A/C 
unit and he's like "hey I'm going to knock on this, is this uh" ... 1 don't know if there's a better ... 

CB: Yeah it's ... 

MN: ... picture ofit somewhere. 

CB: ... hard to see. This is the back but the distance is too far 

MN: Yeah it would be, you know, it would be, probably covered by that tree. But basically it's to this 
room so it's somewhere. And he's like "hey I'm going to knock" and I can hear him, I'm pretty 
close up so I can hear him um, he said "I'm knocking on this is that you, yeah it's me, okay, I'm 
going to push this in, you need to catch it". So he pushed it in and then like ... and then he's like 
"hey cover this way" so I ended up kind of covering down here. 

CB: Right. 

MN: And I just know they were pulling people out, pulling people out. And then those people were 
gone, those victims. Uh, so then the APC must have been there by ... by that point. I think it 
already had the ram attached to the front of it. And then it's kind of weird. I don't know how 
much time has gone by yet, you know, it's weird. So but at one point I remember. .. oh and when 
1 was in here, holding this, the second time, that's when somebody said, we heard something 
about ... I think over the radio about he may have like explosive devices. That came up. And then 
sometime when we were back here, holding it, 1 think still waiting for Tim, there was like this 
truck parked somewhere over here that we heard a bomb dog hit on. 

CB: Um, um. 
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MN: Um, it's like, I don't know, somewhere over there. 

CB: And you're hearing this via radio? 

MN: Radio. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Yeah so then ... sorry, so after this gets, people out of this dressing room, and then I don't know 
how much time went by. We were back by the truck and I think people were trying to, trying to 
figure out how they wanted to attack it. And then uh, we heard over the radio he said that 
he ... cause I guess people were, I don't know if it was victims or somebody was in touch with 
dispatch, I know we had some CNT guys there and stuff. But he was like yeah ... he gave us a 15 
minute timeline and then he ... he's going to strap bomb vests to the ... to four people. For some 
reason I remember four people. I don't know if that's right or not. But and send them out with 
bomb vests. And my understanding was they kept saying there's like 15 people in this bathroom 
and it seemed like there was less in this one. I. .. four is the number for some reason that I have. I 
don't know if that was right. I never went into these ... either of these of rooms. Well this one we 
breached so kind of have an idea that there was a lot of people in this one. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: So once we heard that they were like alright we're going to set up the ... the Bearcat, we have like 
a gas injector that you can attach to the front of the ram. And like we're going to you know, 
we're going to act before he does basically. So we get that setup. Uh, I remember there's that 
patrol car that was back there, I didn't have my gas mask cause we had a callout earlier that day. 
And I had to rush, like by the time we got done with that I had like an hour to be where I needed 
to be. So I went home, got ready, rushed there. Washed my gas mask out at the office there 
and ... and left it in the office to dry. You know, you don't think you're going to need it again, 
stupid, but you know, it's kind of how you ... so I remember I ransacked this patrol car to get 
... found this guy's mask and I found an in filter and threw that on. Um, but we didn't end up 
using the mask or the gas. I don't remember what changed. But we ended up, the EOD guys, 
they came, they were going to try to blow a hole I guess in this bathroom. Like or in the wall, 
exterior wall. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And then we had a plan, we uh, Tim and I went back, just off of this I guess there would be 
a ... there's like a wall. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And we kind of right there, where they were going to blow it. And then uh ... 

CB: And who's there with you? 

MN: Just me and Tim Stanley. 
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CB: Alright if you could put both of your initials? 

MN: Yeah. Uh, and then there was another team with Lieutenant Bigelow and uh, I think Duenas and 
maybe ... maybe ~nd uh, - and were there too. They were by the 
Bearcat which I guess was more in the middle. Sorry, yeah so I guess the Bearcat was in the ... in 
this parking lot still I guess. It was probably around here. And they were kind of like hiding 
behind the Bearcat from the blast. And then we were both going to assault it kind of uh, coming 
in at angles. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Uh, they were like, you're going to give it like a second just to make sure some other bomb 
doesn't go off basically and then we're running up. And I remember as Tim and I were running 
up I can see. Well I remember the blast going off first, it like shook the whole earth. You know 
and like, car alarms go off, building alarms go off. And then I remember running up and seeing 
it, I'm like "hey it doesn't look like it did it". And then Tim ... Tim's just ahead of me, he's like 
"no breach, no breach, didn't work". And I remember like shit. Like ahight and then uh, that's 
when they decided ... we took the gas thing off and they decided they're just going to start, 
they're going to ram the wall. So they started ramming uh, this bathroom wall. I don't know 
exactly where. Well actually you know what, the charge initially I guess they misplaced it. And 
it was more actually in that hallway. So that first ram we ... you could kind of tell it was in that 
hallway cause you could see these doors. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And then they readjusted and did it and then started ramming this. And uh, they rammed it a 
couple of times. You could see people were in there. But then they were like "hey you can't ... we 
can't move hack anymore" and I like I think it was going to start falling on victims that couldn't 
move. I don't know if they were dead or if they just couldn't move. So then Tim gets this ram 
and starts like beating the crap out of the wall. Makes the hole big enough cause then we start 
pulling people out. People start running out. I remember I run with a few, and they're like "hey 
you know they can't run" so we're like "hey you got to slow down, got to slow down, keep your 
hands on your head" do a quick kind of like pat down and send them off to the patrol guys who 
are um, I guess they're right around here. There's like a patrol car here. And then there's a more 
like victims collection zone across the street. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Uh, and then a few of them I remember we had to carry. I know l.. .I think I carried at least two 
with Rick um, like I carried the legs. There was one guy l remember had like a neck wound. 

CB: Alright. 

MN: Um, so we carried at least a couple of guys. And then it seemed like just when they were almost, 
or I'm sorry, oh before Tim started beating the wall, I remember I secured his rifle in the back of 
the truck. Cause he put it down and was like "somebody secure this". So I put that in the back of 
the truck. And then back to, fast forward again. Um, seemed like just as we were done or almost 
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got everybody out, we heard ... we heard gunshots, coming from that other bathroom. And uh, 
somebody said, I don't know who made the quick decision just ram ... ram that ... ram it. So uh, 
Woodyard was driving that truck and he started just ramming that wall. And uh, somebody I 
think threw a DD, which is like you a distractionary device, it's not really a flash bang but kind 
of I guess I'd equate it you know big ... big explosion, noise, it's just noise though. Um, 
somebody through one of those like near or in the hole. I don't know exactly. I don't think they 
threw it in, I think they just threw it near it. He rammed it a couple of times. And I. .. I just got 
back I think from maybe from helping or something and I remember just seeing a ... this is my 
memory of it, like a line of guys from, let's say the hole is here and there ... and the other hole is 
here. And then the third hole, the last hole is here. I remember seeing a line of guys line up like 
diagonally like and I guess the Bearcat I guess would be here. So you kind of it's like they were 
lined up like this. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And I think they ... and I knew there were some other guys probably over here. And I saw kind 
of, I was back here and I kind of saw spot so I stepped up. Cause I could ... and I saw like .. .it was 
like you could see this door and you could see this hole. And you could just. .. you could see it 
you know right through there. 

CB: Alright. 

MN: And then ... cause !. .. you know, oh any second this is going to happen you know. And then next 
thing I knew I could .. .! didn't even know ... like I saw like a figure, basically in this walk ... in 
this door. And I could see like .. .I want to say like yeah I know he was holding something. But I 
couldn't tell you what the guy looked like. You know couldn't say anything. And then the next 
thing I knew I just felt this impact like on my head. And uh, I fell back. And I knew I was like 
"oh I just got shot in the head". And then like, you know, it's one of those things where I guess 
everything just slows down. And that was probably like one second if that but it felt like a while. 
Cause I remember just going through like thinking like "am I dead, am I alive" and I kind of 
figure out I'm not dead cause I'm obviously thinking. You know, my ear ... like just the impact 
and the ears ringing and just like that classic just like you'd see in like a movie where just 
everything slows down, kind of looks around. And then uh, as soon as I realized I wasn't dead I 
just uh, I think I was on my side still I just started firing back. And I.. .really I can't even say I 
remember like looking through. I had an EOTech on it, on my UNP but I can't say I remember 
looking ... ! can't remember any of that part. I remember the feel of the trigger and the feel of the 
gun shooting. But I can't remember like you know all the, I guess details of the ... of shooting. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And uh, I think, I want to say I remember my thumb slipping down so I can go fully automatic. 
And I remember it. .. it kind ... I remember it went, like just the first few shots it felt like they 
weren't coming out fast enough. And then I remember them coming out a lot faster after. And 
somebody, you know, I ran out. And I hit the trigger I think a couple more of times. And realized 
it was slack. And then someone called like cease fire or yelled like stop firing. And I got up. And 
I kind of moved back over here, to kind of get some cover and I was kind of in the loop for a 
minute. And I was like "alright I need to reload". So I reloaded and then I don't remember. .. I 
really don't know if I fired everything cause I don't remember hitting the charging level. And 
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then I looked, I was like I need to make it hot. And I was well ... it's already forward so I went to 
do it again just to be safe and round ... a live round ejected. And then I was like oh man I don't 
know if that was ... cause there was still a round in there or you know, so it was kind of one of 
those ... 

CB: Um,um. 

MN: Lose the memory thing. And then I saw, I was so silly trying to ... I was like "I think I'm okay but 
still kind of waiting for maybe there's like a bullet lodged in my brain and I'm going to shut 
down at any second kind of thing. Like somehow, some miracle it didn't right away but then it 
will" and then Tim asked if anybody was hit. So 1 got up to him and was like "I think I got shot 
in the head". And he looks at me, he's like let me see that and then he like kind oflooks, lifts my 
helmet up. He just kind of like plays it off like "yeah you're fine" and then like grabbed 
somebody and is like "hey get him out of here". And then they run me out back across this road. 
Sit down behind some cars; they're like get your gear off. Everyone's like kind of freaking out. I 
just remembering saying "guys I'm fine, I'm fine". And then they got me in the back of a truck 
and off to the hospital. 

CB: Alright so um, when you ... you put a little mark here that's where you were standing? 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: With a group of other SWAT operators? 

MN: Yes other SWAT operators. 1 can't say how many. 

CB: (inaudible). 

MN: More than a couple. 

CB: If you can just put your initials there. 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: Where you were standing. And then um, approximately how far do you think you were from the 
wall at that point? Where ... where you're positioned? 

MN: Uh ... 

CB: Just an approximate. 

MN: Yeah um, it couldn't have been more than like 10 or 15 yards. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: 1 would think. 

CB: Alright, um, so you're standing there and the DD's go off and you see a ... a basically a shadow ... 
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MN: Like a figure, more than a shadow, it wasn't like a silhouette. 

CB: (inaudible). 

MN: l remember this room it seemed smoky to me, this bathroom. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: And I just saw like a figure is the best way to describe it. You know, just. .. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: ... and I kind of ... before ... and just as I saw it, before I felt like I could even really process it, I 
was like already felt the impact. 

CB: Okay. Did you see a muzzle flash or anything or you just felt the impact? 

MN: I don't remember seeing anything, no. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: And then as you were on the ground you actually returned fire? 

MN: Yeah and I remember it, like I knew I could see everyone was firing back and I could like it's 
like, it's hard to say. Like I'm not going to say I saw he was holding a gun but I knew ... ! 
remember, when I first saw him, it's like ... I saw him holding something. It's like I knew it was 
him, even though I couldn't really like describe him, you know. 

CB: Okay. And you said you emptied that mag ... 

MN: I'm pretty ... I.. .I believe I did, yeah. 

CB: You had it on full auto at that time? 

MN: Yeah. 

CB: You flipped it to the full auto, okay. Um, while you were waiting out there, I know you said you 
uh, prior to that you heard gunshots, it sounded like it was coming from the north. 

MN: Yeah from the bathroom. 

CB: The area in the north side. 

MN: Yeah. 
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CB: Um, how many shots do you think you heard? 

MN: I think it was three. 

CB: Okay. Alright. Um, did you hear anything? Did that guy say anything? Did he scream anything? 

MN: Never, I could never tell you. 

CB: (inaudible) anything? 

MN: 1 never saw that guy ... never heard him say anything. I couldn't even tell you what his voice 
sounded like or anything like that. 

CB: Okay. Was anybody else shooting around you? 

MN: Yeah I remember noticing like everyone to my right was shooting. 

CB: Okay. Alright. Uh, and what was the reason you used deadly force? 

MN: Oh ... (laughs) yeah that he was a threat. You know I knew ... I knew he was going to kill more 
people, kill us. Uh, 1 figured the best way to stop him was to kill him. 

CB: Okay alright. 

AW: No. 

CB: Nothing? 

KF: Nothing. 

CB: Any questions for us or anything I didn't ask you that might be relevant? 

MN: Um, no I guess the only thing maybe I forgot from earlier is I know when we were here holding 
this, they started pulling victims out. 

CB: Okay. 

MN: That's the only other thing I guess. 

CB: Alright. 

MN: I think that's it. 

CB: So you only marked up two of them right? These two? 

MN: Yes I think so. 

CB: If! can just get a signature and uh, date on both of them. 
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MN: Yeah. 

JB: (inaudible). 

CB: It's the I 7'h. 

MN: The 1 7t1'7 

CB: 17'h yeah. Alright that concludes the interview at 5 :20 p.m. 

/cf 11/21/2016 
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STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1407Hours 

AW: We're on tape Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
Today's date is June 29, 2016. Time is approximately 1407 hours. I am at FDLE Orlando 
Regional Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258 which is a police use 
of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 South 
Orange A venue. Conducting the interview with Sergeant correct? 

■ Yes. 

AW: Okay, of the Orlando Police Department. Conducting the interview with me is FDLE Special 
Agent Craig Beers and FBI Special Agent Torrent Slaughter. Also present is Sergeant_ 
attorney, legal counsel Jason Bankowitz. 

Sergeant - just for the record I want to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given 
to you as part of a criminal investigation into the shooting incident that occurred on the 12th. And 
you're not being compelled in any way to provide a statement. Do you understand? 

■ Yes. 

AW: During these proceedings you are free to leave. If you don't want to talk to me let me we'll 
terminate the recorder and we'll end the interview. 

■ Understood. 

AW: Okay. Uh, do you understand that this is a voluntary statement being taken as part of a criminal 
investigation and not an Internal Affairs administrative statement? 

1 
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■ Yes. 

AW: Alright. Please raise your right hand. Do you swear the testimony you are about to provide is the 
tmth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

■ Ido. 

AW: Alright what that said prior to this interview have you reviewed any video or audio recording of 
the incident? 

■ No. 

AW: Alright. How long have you been employed by OPD? 

■ Twenty-five years. 

AW: Okay. And what's your cunent assignment? 

■ I am the Fugitive Investigative Unit supervisor. 

AW: And on June 12 were you performing your duties? 

■ l was actually off. 

AW: Okay. How did you get involved in this incident? 

■ l got called out. 

AW: Okay. Describe the uniform you was wearing on that. .. 

■ I was wearing multi-cam shirt or combat shirt, multi-cam pants. Tan boots, a tactical HIT vest, 
OD green. I was wearing a ballistic Kevlar helmet, night vision goggles, leg rig and M4 Rifle 
with a sling. 

AW: You'reapartoftheSWATteam? 

■ Yes. 

AW: How many magazines were you carrying? 

■ Um, six counting the one in the weapon. 

AW: Do you know how many rounds you had in each mag? 

■ Uh, well it's kind of screwed up because like that week I had a problem with a magazine. Some 
rounds fell out so my rounds were ... became dislodged, I actually still have them in my truck. 
Buy I try to keep 27 in them. 
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AW: Alright what I'm going to do is um, I'm going to tum it over to you. I'm going to have you tell 
me your side from beginning to end. 

■ Beginning of what? 

AW: When you got called out. 

■ Uh,uh. 

AW: Until your involvement concluded. Okay. What I also have um, is a diagram uh, for the interior 
of the nightclub. 

■ Um.um. 

AW: Uh, so what I'm going to have you to do is uh, as you're explaining your. .. l'm going to track 
your movement with your initials and number one when ... when you arrive, where you was at 
and how you moved. 

■ We' II need a lot of paper. 

AW: Uh, to the best of your ... 

■ I was in and out all over the place. We didn't just stay in one spot. 

AW: Okay. What we'll do is we'll do it. .. urn, not every movement. When you left one specific area ... 

■ Um.um. 

AW: And when you went to the new area. 

■ Okay. 

AW: We'll go like that instead of just tracking you was here or there. So we'll just go from ... uh, 
mainly the key points. You're here, you left there, then you went to the west side or the east or 
north or south. 

■ Um,um. 

AW: Okay so I'm going to turn it over to you. And uh, how you became involved in this incident. 

■ Uh, it was after 2:00 in the morning we got called out, a SWAT callout in reference to an active 
shooter at Pulse Nightclub. When I arrived on scene I parked at Kaley and Orange A venue. 

AW: Um, urn. 

■ Got out, loaded up, started moving towards the area. I met up with some other team members 
behind the Wendy's, which is across the street. We moved around to the south side of the 
building where I met up with Lieutenant Scott Smith. He debriefed ... he briefed me on what was 
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going on inside and that he believed that the suspect was m the notth bathroom. From 
what. .. from what he had seen. 

So he took me inside along with some other SW AT members. Um, we deployed several guys 
here. Jn case he came out. We also had some guys staged right here in case he came out. Now 
when I. .. when I came in I came in with Sergeant Mongelluzzo who took this position her, which 
would be the north end. Uh, I was bouncing back and forth between here and here and also this 
double door. This double door which leads to the south, we had an armored ... eventually we had 
parked an armored vehicle out here looking straight north into the building. As more operators 
showed up, we deployed them along the east side of the building or the ... the Bearcat we had a 
sniper in the Bearcat and I was bouncing back and forth outside, inside, checking on status and 
seeing what was going on, any changes, that kind of thing. And over a period of time at some 
point, we ... another truck on the backside of the building which is all walls with the exception of 
the northwest comer of this building which is .. .leads into a gate. Which leads into the ... another 
door, which you can get into the building from the north side. 

And actually you could see it through here, is where I saw some operators come in. But I 
had ... they actually evacuated some people that were in one of these dressing rooms here. Pulled 
them out and then went out. While I was here .. .I still have ... I'm either here or inside of here. I 
haven't literally left this building yet during the majority of the what was going on. When they 
made the breach the larger breach in this hall. The plan was to put it in this bathroom, the breach, 
to get these people out. But they misjudged it and they put it here, which was the loud boom that 
everybody heard. When they did that we used, I heard one of the deputy team commanders 
yelling that he needed some more bodies over to help him out. So I ran around, uh, when I ran 
around, we started; they had already put a hole in this here. We started pulling people out 
through here. And then at some point towards the end, we're pulling out.. . .I think we pulled 
eight or nine people out of here. While we're pulling them out, I look to the north, I'm peeking 
through the hole and I look to the north, there's a door here. That door had some type of .. .like a 
stain glassed window or like a frosted window of some kind. I saw a body walking. I assumed it 
was a hostage that was coming out but come to find out that wasn't the case. Um, and then I 
heard some gunshots. I heard like five, six, steady shots, "pow, pow, pow" and then I'm yelling 
"alright that fucker's killing people we need to get in there" and they started to hit this wall here. 
When they hit that wall he came out here and while I was standing here, I see a handgun come 
out of this hole. Just pointing straight out. I grabbed my rifle and just started shooting back into 
the ... into the hole. After that was done, he went down, I ... I called for another guy to come 
alongside me, we moved up. When ... when I moved up, he's laying on his back and I could see 
the handgun off to his side. And on his .. .it looked like it was on his leg, it looked like a battery 
pack of some kind and I said "alright slow down we .. .I don't know if it's a device or what's 
going on". J called up an EOD guy, Explosive Ordinance Guy. He came up, he looked, he says 
"alright I think we have a device, everybody back out". While they did that we poked another 
hole in this north, which would have been right about here. We poked that hole and sta1ted trying 
to make it bigger. But when the hole got bigger the wall started collapsing on dead bodies that 
were underneath that hole. 

We staited pulling it out, I crawled through the hole, cause there was people literally trapped 
underneath dead bodies. They couldn't move. Some people said they were drowning cause it was 
also flooding up with water, because of the water flow. When I crawled through the hole, I pull 
out, I don't know who it was, but I pulled somebody out through the hole. And then underneath 
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here there's a toilet. There was a guy trapped under the toilet. He was alive and he had two dead 
bodies on top of him. I peel them off, grab him, scoop him out. I actually knocked over the toilet 
to get him out. He was wedged in there. How the hell he did it I don't know. But he got wedged 
in there. Pulled him out and then from here I moved in to the bathroom and deeper into the 
bathroom and stmted looking for. .. for people that were alive. And there were several other 
people that were in there. Some could walk, some couldn't. We just picked them up and carried 
them out of the hole. And at that. .. once we got everybody out and exited and walked out with 
everybody else. 

AW: Okay. 

■ Then we turned it over to EOD. 

AW: Okay this right here is the south restroom? 

■ Yeah some say it's the women's, men's it doesn't. .. I just refer to it as n01th and south, this 
would be the south ... south bathroom. 

AW: Okay and this side of the wall is the west of the building? 

■ The west side of the building, it faces ... uh, I don't know, there's a big open field behind there. I 
don't know what it's .. .I don't know what's to the west of that. 

AW: Okay. So when you a1Tived on scene you pretty much entered the building and you was on the 
west. .. I'm sorry the east side of the building? 

■ I ... I never went into the main dance floor area. 

AW: Okay. 

■ When I entered, Scott Smith had already told that this was all clear and that all the bodies that 
were there, they're all dead. So I never paid no attention to this at all. I just stayed away from it. 
Walked in ... this is as far as I went. I came in, I checked here, I come over here, I check here. I 
come back and then I stayed stationary and then at some point I moved out here. And that's 
where I stayed most of the time. 

AW: Okay but you entered through the south? 

■ I entered through this door, there's a ... 

AW: A little reception area or something? 

■ Yeah there's a ... there's like a plate ... a huge plate glass window here that was blown out. How I 
don't know. But it was .. .I never went through that. I always went through here. 

AW: Okay. At some point once you left here, then you went to the west side? 

■ Yes. 
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AW: And uh , when you got her e you said that the uh , the center, we're going to call it the center hol e 
it was already breached? 

■ The main breach, that. . .I did not see that occur. I heard it cause I was standin g, just like 
everybody else heard it. I was standing right ; I was standin g over h ere when I heard that go off. 

AW: Okay. 

■ At some point I move around to this corner to get a peek and see what's going on, to see they 
needed any more bodie s and they ' re yelling that they need ... need some more hand s. And that s 
when I. .. I ran up to help . 

AW: Okay. So you he ard the main breach from the south in the other buildin g? 

■ Yes. 

AW: Okay. Uh, as ya'll are takin g um , victim out of the south restroom , you say you saw a figure , 
some someon e walkin g. 

■ Um,um. 

AW: From this . . . from the center point ? 

■ He was, there 's a hallway that split s these two bathroom s. It 's a small hallwa y. It split s the two . 

AW: Okay. 

■ You come into the main dance area , you go into that hallw ay and it 's . . . it 's very small. You ' re 
probably lucky to touch both ... both sides of the wall with your hand s. There's a door in the 
south and door in the north. They door that I. .. when I peeked through thi s whole I was loo-k_in_.gca-__ _ 
through the door in the south bathroom , lookin g north . 

AW: Okay. 

■ And what I saw was a silhou ette of a perso n wa lking in that hallway . I thou ght it was a ho stage 
and then when I turned and looked back toward s the main hall is when saw the gun come out. 

AW: Okay. And you say you heard approximately five gunshot s? 

■ Yeah five , six gunshots. They were very steady , it was like , he was trying to shoot. . . I thought he 
was shootin g people that were inside the bathroom. 

AW: Okay . Um at that point he appeared out. You saw a hand gun? 

■ Um , um . 

Zachary Blair
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AW: And then you staited shooting towards that direction. So he was .... west it's going, so you were 
somewhat southwest? You was not directly in ... in front of the center, center hole? 

■ No. 

AW: What he was ... 

■ I was south; it was probably 10, 15 feet maybe. 

AW: Okay. Do you know how many rounds you fired? 

■ A lot. I emptied one magazine and reloaded and fired some more. 

AW: Okay. Then after that uh, you saw him on the ground, you saw a battery pack in close proximity 
of the ... of the subject. 

■ Um,um. 

AW: And then you assisted with uh, gathering people from south, then the north restroom? 

■ Before he was shot, we had just everybody evacuated out of here with the exception of one 
person who we were in the process of pulling through the hole when he came out. When he came 
out, when we ... when he got shot, we didn't evacuate this until we kind of took a peek at him 
first. We wanted to look at him first to make sure he didn't have a device and according to the 
EOD guy they assumed that he had a device cause they saw the battery pack, just like I saw. And 
because of his comments about having bombs and explosives on the victims that were inside. 
Prior to going into the hole, into the north bathroom, I asked does anybody have any vest or 
anything strapped to them that they shouldn't have. And you know they all put their hands, that 
were there, and they said no we're okay, we just need help getting out. That's when I entered 
into the bathroom through the hole. That was the northern most hole. 

AW: Uh, prior to this did you get any intel um, about any type of device, bombs or anything? 

■ Gosh yeah. Uh, prior to me even leaving, when I first arrived on Kaley and Orange, prior to me 
even getting fully suited, there was talk about him having explosives. They had mentioned that 
he had explosives and they even made a comment about his having explosives in a vehicle in a 
parking lot. When I heard that I said "Headquarters, we need EOD, Orange County EOD, to 
respond to assist with this. And I'm assuming that our captain did some phone calls as well and 
made that happen. 

AW: Um, throughout this what was going through your mind? 

■ I thought everybody in here was going to die and I thought a lot of these guys were going to die. 
Actually when ... even when he said that he had explosives strapped to the people, inside the 
restroom, we had probably eight or ten guys inside of here waiting in the event that we had to do 
an immediate rescue. I pulled them all out. I.. ."everybody out" and then we were able to get 
snipers on the south and the east side that were able to see down and get cross coverage into this. 
Um, but I pulled them out because of the fact that he said he had explosives. It wasn't going to 
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do us any good. Pulled them out and then we ... I staged them all on the outside on the south end 
of the building. The way the information that was being provided at the time, I just. . .I thought 
for sure this guy had explosives. I thought he was intent to blow the rest of the people up, us and 
anybody else and make a big bang. 

AW: Okay when you initially walked through ... walked through the nightclub, what. .. what did the 
scene look like? What did ... did you observe any ... what did you see? 

I: I saw dead ... the eastern most dance floor, um, right through here, all I saw were dead bodies. 
Right through here. Just dead bodies, people lying on top of each other. I saw, heard cell phones 
ringing, text messages going off. It was pretty eerie cause usually when your phone goes off, the 
first thing people do nowadays is stop what they're doing and go to their phone. But none of that 
was happening. 

AW: Okay. And the reason you used deadly force? 

■ Uh, I thought I was going to die along with a lot of my co-workers. And to protect the people 
that were inside. 

AW: And when you was on this west side, did you ... did you ever hear the suspect say anything? Did 
he make any comments? 

■ I never heard him say anything. 

AW: Okay. 

CB: Nothing. 

AW: Do you have any questions? 

TS: No. I guess I'll just, for clarification, you said you shot a lot. You shot until that threat was ... 

■ Stopped. 

TS: ... in your mind ... 

■ Until he went down ... 

QTS: Stopped. Okay. I don't have anything further and I guess that was a threat against you as well as 
all the other officers around you and anybody else that was still alive, isn't that right? 

■ Yes correct. 

AW: Okay. If there's anything I failed_ to ask that you think would be pertinent to this investigation. 

■ No. 
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AW: Alright what I'm going to do is get you to sign your name and put today's date. The time is 1425 
hours. We're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/28/2016 
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AW: We're on tape. Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
Today's date is June 21, 2016. Time is approximately 1338 hours. I am at FDLE Orlando 
Regional Operations Center, 500 West Robinson, City of Orlando reference to FDLE case 
number OR-27-0258, which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at 
the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 South Orange Avenue. I am conducting an interview with 
Sergeant Fred Westerberg? 

FW: C01Tect. 

AW: Of the Orange County Sheriffs Office. Conducting the interview with me is Special Agent, 
FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Um, Sergeant 
Westerberg just for the record I'd like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being given as 
part of a criminal investigation into the shooting and you are not being compelled in any way to 
provide a statement. Do you understand? 

FW: I understand. 

AW: Any time during these proceedings if you don't want to talk just let me know and I'm going to 
tum off the recorder and you are free to leave. 

FW: Okay. 

AW: Okay. With that said do you also um, understand that this is a voluntary statement being taken as 
part of the criminal investigation and not an internal affairs statement? 

FW: Yes I do. 

1 
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AW: Okay. With that said could you raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you are about 
to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

FW: !do. 

AW: Alright just prior to this interview uh, have you reviewed any type of video or audio recording as 
it relates to this incident? 

FW: No. 

AW: Okay. That was easy. 

And prior to going on tape you ... you mentioned that you are employed by the Orange County 
Sheriffs Office is that correct? 

FW: Correct. 

AW: And how long have you been employed by Orange County? 

FW: Uh, July will be 24 years. 

AW: And on June 12 were you performing your duties related to your job as a deputy? 

FW: Yes I was. 

AW: Okay. And what was your current. .. what is your current assignment? 

FW: My day job is I'm the Marine sergeant, so I'm the supervisor of the Marine Unit. 

AW: Okay and back on June 12th what was your assignment when you responded? 

FW: I was filling my EOD role. 

AW: Okay you was called out to the scene reference ... 

FW: Yes I was called ... 

AW: ... your EOD role? 

FW: Correct. 

AW: Describe the uniform you was wearing? 

FW: Exactly what I have on right now. Flight suit, green in color, sheriffs office star over the left 
breast. 

AW: What weapon were you carrying? 
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FW: A UNP .45. 

AW: How many magazines did you have? 

FW: Three. 

AW: How many rounds in each magazine? 

FW: Twenty-five, plus one in the chamber. 

AW: Okay what I'm going to do now is ask you how did you become involved in this incident. And 
l'm going to have you to take me from the beginning to end. 

FW: Okay. 

AW: Uh, with your involvement. Okay? 

FW: Okay. 

AW: So it's on you. 

FW: Uh, Sunday morning I received a page um, about 3:19 in the morning um, requesting that 1 come 
up on the EOD channel, which is Detail 8 in reference to a call out. Got up, got the radio, um, got 
infonnation there was an active shooter at the Pulse Nightclub and respond immediately uh, 
Code 3, which I did. I live on the east side of the county in the Waterford Lakes area. That time 
of the morning by the time I got dressed I was probably, I was probably on scene in about 15 
minutes or so, so before uh, roughly before 4:00 .. .4:45, 4:50 I was on scene. 

I arrived at the same time as the EOD Commander Chris Hall. He went to the forward staging 
area and I began setting up a secondary staging area for the EOD assets that would be rolling in 
from the Orange County Sheriffs Office. Uh, can't give you a solid time frame on how long we 
were there hut as the other assets came in received word uh, from the ... from the forward 
command post that they wanted to uh, perform an explosive breach on the objective. 

So at that point we started, I started getting the guys ready to prepare the charge. We pulled wall 
blaster. .. wall blasting charge out of the van. Um, I had them double check the uh, the grainage, 
the charge weight on ... on that particular wall charge. Uh wasn't happy with the way it was 
originally loaded. So I had them rebuild the charge to a 300 grain per foot charge. I know a lot of 
that doesn't mean anything to you. We rebuilt the charge um, they wanted us to move fmward to 
the objective as soon as the charge was ready. Uh, we did that. We went from our staging area up 
to the uh, Pulse Nightclub ... 

AW: Yeah what ['m handing you now ... 

FW: Okay. 

AW: ... is the floor plan of the uh ... 
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FW: Um,um. 

AW: ... interior. 

FW: And I believe this is the street that runs down here would be Ester ifl remember correctly? 

AW: Yeah you can ... you can draw that. 

FW: Yeah I think. I want to say this was Ester. And then this would be Orange Avenue out here. So I 
approached up Ester, parked my vehicle roughly here. Um, met with the forward element and the 
uh, SWAT commander and our EOD forward asset right about this area on Ester. At that point 
the infonnation that was given was that they wanted to perform the breach as quickly as possible. 
Uh, OPD had already made those decisions and everything. I met with the OPD SWAT team 
leaders and they showed me where they wanted to perform the breach on this west wall, yeah 
this is the west wall here. Yes on this west wall. So he and I advanced forward to the west wall. 
They showed me where they wanted to do it. I confirmed whether or not we could do it at that 
location. Um, a couple of things come into play with an explosive breach uh, on a wall like that. 
It's .. .it's a rather large amount of explosives relative to what we use on a door. So some of the 
concerns that I have to deal with as the senior breacher on this operation are uh, wall flex, 
whether or not the wall was going to cave in um, from the top once ... once the breach goes. So 
nonnally what we would prefer to do, my first choice is to come just off the corner um, either 
corner. Operationally, tactically that's not what they wanted in this case. So we have to go with 
the tactics that are there. What they presented to me was they; from their reconnaissance from 
the intel that they were getting from cell phones and people from the inside was that we had 
these two bathrooms on either side. I confirmed the location of those bathrooms based upon the 
venting coming up out of the roof. Um, as close as we could figure, um, the location for the 
charge was decided to be and our target area was right but in this hallway. 

Um, I checked the wall for piping as best we could and decided to place the charge right there. 

AW: Can you go ahead and mark that? 

FW: Sure. Right about here. So the charge was placed on the wall at that point. Um, um, roughly two 
feet off and the reason we picked two feet off the ground is so that it's just a step up and through 
for the team as they make entry. Uh, unbeknownst to me at the time urn, there was a piece ... the 
intel I had gotten was that the ... the wall was um, an eight inch hollow core cinder block wall. 
Um, when I made my reconnaissance on it, I confirmed that it was indeed an eight inch hollow 
core cinder block wall because there were spots that had been knocked out previously for 
plumbing or something like that on the outside of the wall. But I could stick my hand up in it and 
confirm that we're not dealing with a solid concrete wall. That indeed it was a cinder block wall. 

So the charge was laid there. The uh, unfortunately the left side or the right side of the charge, 
unbeknownst to me at the time, cause there's just. .. there's just no way to tell what's inside the 
wall was laid right on a piece of rcbar. And a solid pour from the ceiling to the top. What 
happens with, and they build a cinder block wall like that is depending upon the (inaudible), the 
time that's it built um, every so many feet down the wall there's a piece of steel bar that ties into 
the bottom of the foundation, runs all the way to top course of block. And then they pour 
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concrete all the way down there to encase that. So in this particular case the right side of the 
charge ended up laying right on top of the piece of reinforcing. Um, when we set the charge, the 
last words I got from uh, OPD, uh, command was as soon as the charge was set they wanted to 
blow it. Um, we rigged the charge, set it, um, fell back. I have a 40 foot lead on the charge. So I 
came back 40 feet back down the wall here, everybody else was in this area in a position of 
cover. I fired the charge and the charge went off as designed. 

Um, there was some confusion at first because with the right side of the charge being laid on the 
piece of reinforcing that part of the charge did not, it didn't cut cleanly through the block wall. 
The top was cut clean, the left side was cut clean and the bottom was cut clean. So if you can 
imagine a door, simply hanging free, is what the ... the charge left. Um, at that point we used the 
Bearcat and the ram on the Bearcat just simply knocked the rest of the block in. 

AW: Okay. 

JW: That might have been more information than you wanted but that's how the charge went. Um, at 
that point once the uh, once we had access in, we got guns on the hole, on the breach point. We 
started pulling survivors out. Um, it got a little disorganized at that point because obviously a lot 
of the survivors, even though they were ... they were ambulatory, they could move on their own, 
once they got through the ... the breach point they would just lay on the ground and not help 
themselves. So we had to pull people out of the element to drag them and carry them back over 
to the uh, the street to turn them over to other personnel so they could get medical attention 
whether they needed it or not. So that fragmented the whole uh, the stack, nobody was in the 
stack anymore. Um, we were doing all kinds of different things. Again time is a little messed up. 
It seemed like about five minutes of that going back and forth, um, running survivors back. 
Coming back getting another survivor stuff like that. Um, at some point on my way back from 
the street, I was coming at an angle about like this. I got to within about 20 yards of the breach 
point again and started hearing gunfire coming from the left bathroom again. Um, shortly after 
that the uh, the shooter emerged through the bathroom door into the breach point right here. 1 
was looking at uh, two distinct types of muzzle flash coming out of the breach point. Um, 
directed in my area, in my way, I was caught in the open. No hard cover so I dropped to a knee 
and returned fire immediately. Um, what it appeared to me from my perspective was would have 
been on my left side the star flash from an AR platform and then another muzzle flash just off to 
the side of that from a handgun. Two very distinct muzzle flashes. So my ... my perception was 
that he was firing both weapons at us at the same time. 

AW: Okay. Um, now what was your position when you fired? 

FW: I was um, about this angle to the breach point at about maybe 15, 20 yards out. 

AW: Let me just get you to put initials there. 

FW: Yeah I'll sign this. I was right about here. 

AW: Okay so you was walking up, you saw the ... you saw the muzzle flash? 

FW: Yeah as I was approaching back, first I heard the shots. Okay, I could hear distinct shots coming 
from this bathroom. Um, after about the second shot, maybe the third shot I believe it was Scott 
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Smith tossed in the flash bang into the breach point. Um, we started to regroup for an immediate 
assault um, but I was still here in the open. Um, and the second flash bang went in and ... and 
about the same time the flash bang went in, he came out. I believe was ... was the sequence. Um, 
and uh, he just started firing at that point. 

AW: Did you see him when he came out? 

FW: From the flash bang, the first. .. the second flash bang that went in, after that urn, all I saw was 
muzzle flash. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: And the muzzle flash was of course from my perspective, directed right at me so but I'm sure 
everybody else felt the same way. 

AW: Okay. And so when you saw that you saw two distinctive ... 

FW: Two very distinctive muzzle flashes, directed in my ... coming in my direction. 

AW: Okay and you described the weapons as, the muzzle flash as? 

FW: Once was the ... the kind of the starburst that comes from an AR platfonn. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: Uh, you know, the flash suppressor on an AR type platfonn. 

AW: Um,um. 

FW: You get that ... that distinct starburst there. And then the other one was ... was much more subdued 
and it was just a standard muzzle flash. 

AW: Similar to a handgun? 

FW: Yeah similar to a handgun. 

AW: Okay. Do you know how many rounds you fired? 

FW: I think I fired; it was either 19 or 20 rounds. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: 1 was looking to get you know, fire superiority. I was stuck in the open. 

AW: Okay. Urn, did the subject ever say anything? 

FW: Not that I heard. 
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AW: Not that you heard. 

FW: Okay. 

AW: So you didn't sec him, you just saw the muzzle flash and the ... 

FW: I saw when he ... when he first emerged and the flash bang. The ... the flash from the flash bang. 

AW: The second ... 

FW: The second flash bang. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: But it was ... it was very brief, it was very short. 

AW: Okay. Did he ever come out the hole? 

FW: He didn't get the chance. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: I believe if ... if he'd been given the chance he's have fought his way out. When we stopped 
him, he was literally standing on the pile of rubble that had fallen in from the breach. Um, his 
feet were probably six inches from the wall. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: And he fell straight back. 

AW: What occuned after that? What (inaudible)? 

FW: At that point because we have the ... the intel we had was that he had an explosive vest on. So at 
that point I transitioned from shooter back into EOD tech. I have to get up to the breach to make 
a detennination on whether or not we had a live device on him or not. Um, I get up to the breach, 
my partner Tony Cavass is already standing there. Um, I look at the shooter; he's laying back on 
his back. Uh, his left hand would be back like this and his right hand is ... is kind of down by his 
side a little bit. The first thing I looked for. .. actually the first thing I saw was I saw a power 
device laying right between his legs. Power device for us is a battery pack. There's a black 
battery pack laying right next to his leg. Um, it ratchets things up a little bit, goes back in with 
the intel that we were receiving that he had ... he had an explosive vest on. Um, the next thing I'm 
looking for is I'm checking his hands for triggers, firing devices. Both hands are empty um, his 
shirt is moved up slightly so I can see that his ... his outer shirt is up. And his I-shirt is there, no 
immediate signs of a device. But again we've got power pack sitting right there between his legs. 
Um, call this breach point it's still hot because of the possible device. Uh, let Scott Smith know 
"you guys gotta come up with an alternate breach point to get back in here". At that point they're 
using the ... 1 take up a, I'm still doing an anal ... I'm still analyzing the body. Tony and I are still 
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analyzing the body. While I'm analyzing the body I'm almost positive it was Scott, Scott was 
just off to my left, just behind me. He calls movement, fires one more shot in the bad guy. 

Um, we're analyzing there. I let everybody know on the radio we're going to have an alternate 
breach point. We can't pull people out here because his body's not cleared yet. There's still the 
possibility ofa device simply because of the power pack that's there. 

Um, at that point I'm on ... I take up a position here on the left side of the breach or the north side 
of the breach. Um, however you want to look at it. And I take up a long cover position covering 
down the hall into this area as best I can see. So I'm holding this spot here. Additional breaches 
are made in this bathroom and in this bathroom and more survivors are pulled out of there. 

AW: Can you draw a mark? 

FW: Yeah sure. Do you want a mark where the breach points were? 

AW: Yes please. 

FW: Okay. 

AW: We know that this was the first one ... 

FW: This .... this was the main breach point. I've now moved to this position covering long, down this 
hallway. Um, and the shooter, the bad guy, is laying right here. Additional breach points are 
made in this wall here and I think right about here. And then in this wall here, in this bathroom. 
And those aren't going to be exactly accurate but that's roughly where the breach points were 
made. And those were made using the combination of the ram on the Bearcat and the hand ram. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: Um, these are obviously much smaller points. And if you look at the pictures you can see how 
much smaller they are. But they're big enough to get people out of. How many people got out, 
we pulled out that side, I don't know because my focus again was covering long back into the 
club as far as I could see. And um, still analyzing the body as best I could. And at that point we 
get everybody out, um, those that. .. that we can see that are still ambulatory, can move, can crawl 
to us, whatever, we get them out. Everything kind of goes into a holding pattern because now 
we've got the live device, a possibility of the device on the shooter. So at that point the decision 
is made that what we'll do is we'll stand down. We're bring the robots in, we'll do a robot op to 
manipulate the body and do further exploration on the body for the device. Um, we do that um, 
get a good look to where we're satisfied that there isn't a device on the body at that point. Um, 
things have progressed a little farther now. The OPD guys, all of the OPD shooters, all of the 
OPD SW AT Team has now been pulled out um, and relieved because of their involvement in the 
shooting. However, Tony, Matt and I remain because we still have to work with the devices. So 
it's decided that we'll transition over and your team, the FBI's team will go back in with us when 
we clear all of the bodies of devices and um, make a determination on whether or not there's any 
more viable victims inside. 
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And uh, at that point we used the FBI's team and their medic to ... to make that detennination. So 
we go back in and uh, basically the ... the sequence there was, as we came to a victim, we split up 
as we ... as we would come to a victim we would clear the victim. Make sure there were no 
devices on that victim. Tum it over to the medic; the medic would make a determination on 
whether or not they were alive or dead. And we did that until we had put hands on every single 
one of the victims. 

So they were all cleared. Um, once that was done we pulled back out. There was some down 
time. Uh, we manipulated the body a little bit more with the ... the robots. There was another 
robot op going on over here being performed by the uh, Orlando Fire Department and that one 
wasn't going very well so there was a lot of downtime. Um, and we didn't ... we couldn't get 
back in and get anything turned over until this op was done. 

Tony and 1 went back in a second time, uh, before that was to happen so that could completely 
clear the body, the shooter and make sure there was absolutely no devices on him and that's 
when we basically removed the vast majority of his clothing so we could see skin, manipulated 
the body, rolled him over, made sure there was no question as to whether or not there was a 
device on him. Um, the battery pack we learned once we got in, the second time to do that 
manipulation was actually from the emergency lighting for that hallway. Which just happened to 
be positioned right over top of where the breach went. So when the breach went it fell down and 
that's where the battery pack came from. 

AW: Okay. Uh, did that pretty much end your involvement? 

FW: Uh, up until 1 went back in the third time I think. Had to go back in the third time with your team 
and your evidence recovery folks to give them a short rundown of where everything was. Uh, 
point out the things that we had moved in our search. And to identify the evidence that we had 
already identified for them. 

AW: Okay. Now let me ... let me go back to the holes. 

FW: Um,um. 

AW: Uh, now if I can get you to put a number as far as which one went first7 Now we know the one in 
the center. .. 

FW: That's number one. 

AW: That's number one that was the charge went on that one? 

FW: Yep that's number one. That was the explosive breach. Um, and you know I can't...! can't say 
for sure what the sequence was for the other holes. 

AW: Okay ... okay cause I know you ... you mentioned uh, you went back this way. That's prior to the 
shooting. 

FW: Yes, yes. I. .. 1 made ... 
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AW: Did you say you went and dropped something off? 

FW: Yep I made a ... I made a couple of trips uh, dragging survivors. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: Back to the street. Immediately after the shooting when I approached to the ... to get back up to 
make a determination on the um, uh, shooter on that device, I ran into ... I think it was Tim 
Stanley and uh, Napolitano, who had taken the round to the Kevlar, and I grabbed him and ran 
him back, dumped him off and then came back. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: So he was ... he was and moving at that point. 

AW: So you don't the sequence of ... uh ... 

FW: No. 

AW: Whatever ... (inaudible) ... okay. 

FW: And I think, a lot of them, they were probably being worked on at the same time. Well what 
happened we'd punch with the ... with the Bearcat and then somebody would grab the ram and 
just make it bigger. 

CB: Okay. I know you said when you outside before that it was all fragmented in the stack ... 

FW: Um, um. 

CB: ... kind of broke up. Uh, when you actually took your position and went down to a knee to shoot, 
was there a stack? Were there other people around you? 

FW: No. 

CB: I mean do you know who was around you? 

FW: When I shot I was here about 20, like I said 15, 20 yards, maybe from the breach point. Um, 
there another group up against the wall. 

CB: Okay. 

FW: Um, Napolitano was about two to three feet in front ofme to my right. 

CB: Okay. 

FW: So I saw him go down. Um, head snapped back and he dropped. Uh, bad for him but it opened 
up my line of fire better. Urn, then keeping an eye on him because I was .. .I was basically 
shooting just over the top of him. 
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CB: Um, um. 

FW: He's laying on the ground. He starts to move. 1 yelled at him to stay down, he stays down. Um, 
and 1 'm not sure at what point he got up. 

CB: Okay. 

FW: Um, but by the time I moved up, Tim Stanley had gotten hold of him, got him grabbed. 

CB: Okay. 

FW: Um, you know passed him off to me and then I ran him right back to the medics. 

CB: So from where you were, Napolitano is veered off to your right. 

FW: Um, um. 

CB: And other people were to the right? 

FW: Yes. 

CB: Did ... was anybody, did you see anybody or anything to your left? 

FW: 1 had ... ! had a sense that there were people over here to this side. But I.. .not that 1 ... 1 was 
focused on the breach point. 

CB: Okay. And then you said um, on the second flash bang you seen the suspect. .. 

FW: Yes. 

CB: ... do you remember a description of him? Like ... like that brief moment that you seen him in the 
flash bang any detail that you can remember of him? 

FW: Just that uh ... 

CB: Wearing" 

FW: ... he was ... he was basically what he what I saw him with when I went out. 

CB: Okay. 

FW: Uh, light colored, like I don't know what they call them, long cargo pants. Um, kind ofbeige'ish 
color. A light colored shirt. 

CB: Okay. 
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FW: Which I think ended up being like a checkered like blue and white. And then obviously he had a 
white !-shirt on. 

CB: You see him at that brief point, did you see the guns in hands or you seen him and then the 
muzzle flash? 

FW: I saw him and then the muzzle flash. 

CB: It was kind of sequence like that okay. And what was your reason for using deadly force? 

FW: I was being shot at. He was shooting at me and I was returning fire. 

CB: Alright. 

FW: And I was ... and I was ... I was in the open. I had no hard cover. 

CB: Okay. 

AW: Uh, do you know, I know you said that you don't know which particular order. .. but that would 
be the main breach was made, do you know if the south breach ... well I'm sorry the south hole or 
the north hole was that the order that those two were made? 

FW: I think the south; I think we hit the south first. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: Um, and I don't think that we started on the north until I called the main breach hole still hot 
because of the uh, the possible device. Cause that's when I told them we've got to have a 
different, you've got to have an alternate breach point. So I can't say for sure but I.. .I feel fairly 
certain that we did this south one first. We ... well we did the main explosive breach first then we 
did the south, then when I called this one still hot because of the possible device, we started 
working on that one. 

KF: Before uh, as you were deploying and before maybe you set the charges um, were you made of 
any intelligence of maybe set the charges, um, were you made aware of the intelligence of what 
had gone on before your aJTival? Were you aware of the ... the number of casualties. 

FW: I had no idea what the number of casualties was. Just that it was active shooter. Um, that there 
were casualties inside. There were hostages inside and that the intel was was that he was 
strapping, that he had an explosive device, or explosive vest on him and he was putting an 
explosive vest on some of the victims. 

KF: Okay. Did you get any intelligence about anything he relayed during the 911 call? 

FW: No. 

KF: No. Okay but at that point you were focused primarily on the explosives that had ... 
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FW: Yes. 

KF: ... that threat. .. as your avenue (inaudible). 

FW: That's ... that's what I'm there for. Uh, the explosive breach and then clearing any additional 
explosives that may be in the ... in the club. 

KF: Okay. 

CB: Anything else? 

AW: Um ... I have one more question. Um, when Lieutenant Smith ... 

FW: Um,um. 

AW: You said once ... once the suspect was down uh, you said that Lieutenant Smith uh, I guess the 
SWAT team ... 

FW: Um, um. 

AW: Two lieutenants wanted to confirm that he was dead and didn't have the opportunity to prevent 
something because of the battery charge and all that. Could you go into a little more detail about 
how that sequence of events occurred? 

FW: Um, I'm standing right at the breach point um, leaning in as far as I. .. I can trying to see if there's 
any additional uh, when we first saw, when I first saw the battery pack, excuse me, it appeared 
there were two wires. One from both legs of the battery that ran up underneath his legs. Um, so 
I'm trying to get a better look at those legs. So my focus I 00 percent is on trying to trace these 
wires. Um, do they go under the pant leg? Is there something laying up underneath though and is 
there indeed a device that these wires are attached to. 

Um, when I'm looking at a possible device I'm looking at. . .I'm looking for certain components. 
Obviously I'm looked for uh, a battery pack a power source. Okay I'm got a power source. Now 
I'm looking for um, conductors. I'm looking for wires that are going to run uh, to the next 
component that I need for an explosive device which is going to be some type of an initiator. 
Whether it's a ... a commercial blasting cap, or whether it's a homemade blasting cap. Um, so 
that's what l 'm focused on. Um, at that point I was not focused at all on the bad guy. I knew I 
had cover. Um, I had cover from my left and I had cover from my right. Um, so I'm focused on 
that. I hear uh, Scott sound out "movement" followed quickly by a shot. Okay. I mean I'm good 
with that, I don't. . .I don't have any problems with that. 

AW: Okay. 

FW: Um, he saw movement he wanted to make sure that this guy was uh, we finished and could move 
no more. 

AW: Especially with that batter pack (inaudible). 
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FW: Absolutely. You know because even though, even though I did not see any switches in his hands 
it doesn't mean that the switch might not have been laid under side or something like that. Any 
movement at all can close that circuitry and cause a detonation. So even if it's not a ... a say an 
assertive movement to grab the switch or anything at all like that just any kind of movement at 
all can cause that device to go off. 

CB: Alright. Questions. 

AW: If there is anything we failed to ask that you think would be pertinent to this investigation? 

FW: No. 

AW: Alright I appreciate your time. Uh, first let me get you to sign and date. The time is I 4 I 2 hours 
and that'll conclude this interview. 

/cf 11/30/2016 
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CB: This is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Today's date 
is June 21, 2016. The time is approximately 10 :22 a.m. I'm at the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement, Orlando Regional Operations Center in reference to FDLE case number OR-27-
0258, which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016. l 'm conducting an 
interview with Officer Elio Manuel Florin, also goes by Manny, in reference to the officer 
involved shooting and also conducting the interview with me is Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement Special Agent Afonso Williams. And basically today Manny it's a .. .it's witness 
interview. You weren't involved in the shooting portion but just the actions that you took while 
you there and what you heard and observed is basically what we're going to be talking about. 

MF: Yes sir. 

CB: So if you can raise you right hand for me. 

MF: Sure. 

CB: Do you swear and affirm that the testimony you are to provide is the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth so help you God? 

MF: Yes. 

CB: Alright and if you can just uh, go ahead and give us details about what happened? 

MF: Sure. 

CB: You need a ... 
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MF: Yeah mind if I look at this? 

CB: This diagram here you can mark it up. 

MF: Okay perfect. 

CB: And uh, it's a diagram of Pulse Nightclub. Where it says Pulse Nightclub is north. 

MF: Urn, um. 

CB: And the rest is west, what have you so. 

MF: Got you. Okay. 

CB: So if you go through detail basically of who was with you. 

MF: Yes sir. 

CB: And initial certain areas where you actually stood ... took a position and stuff like that. 

MF: Yes sir. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Okay urn, so shortly after receiving the call I arrived uh, at Pulse Nightclub. I parked my police 
vehicle on Orange A venue facing north kind of in between Dunkin Donuts and Pulse. Um, I ran 
up and shortly thereafter uh, Lieutenant Scott Smith and I met near the southern part of Pulse 
Nightclub. I believe this is the main door, if I'm not mistaken. Um, so as I arrive uh, there are 
shots being fired and I can clearly hear multiple shots. So at this point I know the only person 
that I am absolutely certain of who is uh, that I could see at this point was Lieutenant Scott Smith 
who was right next to me. Uh, we were standing essentially shoulder to shoulder. Um, 1 don't 
know who was behind me. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So we started advancing into one of the ... I think it was this door right here and I believe there's 
a big window right here. It was eventually shattered, um and I honestly I can't. . .I think I stepped 
through the window. I either stepped through the window or I came through the main door with 
Scott. It was one of these two entrance points right here. I can't remember which one. 

CB: Alright. 

MF: So then at that point we go in the building and we still hear shots. It's very dark. It's, obviously 
it's chaotic. It's hard to tell, I don't see anybody. I don't see the shooter. Um, I can hear the 
gunshots coming from the ... the general direction of this back bar right here towards the 
bathroom area. 

CB: Okay. 

Zachary Blair
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MF: So then we keep advancing. Again you know I remember going to the east part of the club and 
then also this part of the club that would be the west part of the club. I just can't remember in 
what sequence it was ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: ... where we first made entry. All.. .I just remember being focused in the direction of the shots 
and Scott was standing next to me or I was standing next to Scott. And um, we kept on 
advancing and then we heard a lull in gunfire. Um, we didn't hear anymore. At that point um, 
again I apologize it's ... it was .. .it's hard to kind of remember where I went at what time. 

CB: No that's fine. 

MF: So at some point we ended up behind this bar right here on the west side of the club. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Okay so um, it was was over here. Right here. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Uh, Scott was somewhere in this area and I also know that Ben Chisari and Michael Napolitano 
were here too. And were all in this area together. Um, at one point Scott told me to go clear this 
hallway right here, cause it had not been cleared. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So I ran over there. Um, cleared the hallway as best I could. This door was locked right here. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Um, as so was this door and I believe that door went outside. Um, so then I came back ... actually 
as I was in the midst of clearing the hallway um, I think I was pretty much done is when I heard 
the gunfire. Urn, I didn't see it cause I was, you know, I had a job over here to do. And I heard 
the gunfire so then I ran um, well I didn't run; I basically kind of posted up right here. And I saw 
um, the officers behind the bar with their muzzles pointing towards this hallway. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Um, then I. .. eventually I made my way back over to, next to Scott and the guys back here 
behind the bar. I ended up right here. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Covering down right there. And I asked everyone if they were okay and everyone said yes. So 
then at that point um, I didn't hear any gunfire from that point on. At this point here we ... we 

Zachary Blair
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were just kind of communicating to each other make sure you have cover. You know um, I 
believe Michael Napolitano was somewhere over here and I told him to watch uh this door. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Um, it had like a .. .like an electronic key pad lock on it. 

CB: Okay 

MF: And the door was locked so I said "hey just make sure you keep cover on that door". So • 
- was right here. 

CB: You mind just putting their initials there yeah. 

MF: Yeah. was right there. 

CB: And where else? 

MF: Um, I was right here. Ben Chisari was right here. And I think Scott, like we were all; it was ... we 
were like basically all shoulder to shoulder. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And Scott Smith was somewhere here in this general direction. And then somewhere off uh, I'm 
not exactly sure um, where Mike Napolitano was. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: I don't know if he was here, or right here. 

CB: But he was definitely off to your right somewhere? 

MF: Yes. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Cause I remember talking to him saying "Hey who has that door" uh, you know and then I heard 
Mike say "I got the door, you know, covering down on this door right here" the dressing room 
door with the electronic key pad. So then at that point um, you know there's .... things kind of 
settled down and um, then it comes to my attention, I want to say Scott told me hey there's two 
people basically underneath right on the, it would be the south, like in this little 
comer right here. Underneath the bar huddled down. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Two victims, gunshot victims. So Scott told me "hey Manny go you know get those people out 
of here" so there was one guy, he was ... he couldn't walk. I believe he was shot in both legs. So 
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he wasn't ambulatory. So I picked him up under his arms and dragged him out into this area over 
here. You know quote unquote the "war zone" okay. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: I dragged him out here and there were officers standing, I can't remember exactly where but 
somewhere on this side of the building. And I said "hey you know, get over here, get this guy out 
of here". Um, and get OFD in here, the Orlando Fire Department, start you know, rescuing, you 
know who needs to be rescued and ... you know I mean there were ... there were people 
everywhere. Urn ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So I hand ... you know I pass this gentleman off to the officers. And then the other guy that was 
underneath the bar I asked him I said you know, you know "can you walk or can you move" and 
he said "Yes". So he ended up crawling or walking low .. .low walking out on his own. And uh, 
he was also passed off to the ... the other officers who were kind oflike, didn't really have a a job 
at that point. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So at that point I come back in here and I ... and I take back my position um, next to Ben Chisari 
covering down on this door. 

CB: Alright. 

MF: And then shortly thereafter is when it. . .I believe he started making phone calls. Cause we got the 
radio transmissions that he was talking to our dispatch saying that he ... this is for ISIS or 
whatever he said uh, pledging his allegiance to the Islamic state. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And uh, we basically held there. There was no more gunfire. Um, we held there for. .. until the 
SWAT team relieved us. 

CB: Um um. 

MF: And um, Officer relieved me. Eventually .. .l'm sorry; eventually we ended up 
backing out to this door right here. This one right one. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And then I believe was over here. Um, to a position of more cover. 

CB: Who was with you over at the doorway? 

MF: It was ... it was me, Ben Chisari ... 
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CB: Okay. 

MF: ... and Mike Napolitano were in this doorway. 

CB: The north one, okay. 

MF: And then I know that. was over here somewhere and then, at this point, you know, many, 
many other officers were coming in. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Um, pointing guns down here, you know in this area. And then it, you know, I don't know the 
time frame but I was relieved by uh, by uh, 1111111, -• we call him 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And then uh, officer, sorry Sergeant Mongelluzzo who's on the ... he's a team leader on the 
SWAT team he, you know, he told me I had to leave and uh, there was a little. I told him I 
wasn't leaving and then eventually I was like alright well you know I'm not going. I'm just 
going to leave and you know do what I'm told so. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And then at that point that's when my involvement inside the nightclub ended. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And then I began to assist uh, the officers outside of the building. You know taking the injured ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: ... out to a safe area far away from the building. Cause now they're talking about JED or. .. uh, 
you know explosives and stuff like that. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So then you know I don't remember how many people I dragged out but um, you know we took 
basically out to Orange Avenue south of I guess it would be towards, maybe the command post 
where that was. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: And then other officers started, you know, we started loading the ... everyone into cars, police 
cars and driving them away. 

CB: Okay. 
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MF: Um, I stayed on scene until SW AT made their final breach and once there was that max exodus 
of victims, of hostages, that were, that had been free we started taking, the ones who were 
ambulatory were able to come out on their own and the obviously we had to physically take 
some out on stretchers and things like that. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So that's pretty much um ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: If you guys have any other questions. 

CB: When you initially got the call were you already working at that time? 

MF: Yeah I was already, I was on duty. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: So ... 

CB: Alright you were working off duty or something? 

MF: No, no I was just patrolling. 

CB: Already working your nonnal shift? 

MF: K-9 you know. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Because it was a pretty quiet night up to that point you know so ... we were just driving around 
and you know, we heard the call go out. And ... and immediately I started heading that way and ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: ... got there pretty quickly. 

CB: Um, during your entire time inside the west bar area or anywhere in the club, did you uh, did you 
hear the suspect say anything? 

MF: 1 did not. 

CB: I mean ... 

MF: 1 did not hear the suspect anything. 

CB: Okay. 
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MF: I didn't see the suspect. I didn't hear the suspect other than hearing you know his gunfire. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: Um, when we first made entry into the building. It was just you know, it was a lot of gunfire. 

CB: So prior to you coming in the building you heard the active gunfire going off inside? 

MF: Yeah, yeah and I immediately. 

CB: Do you know what area about that that was coming from? 

MF: The gunfire, you know it was ... it was so chaotic but I mean it was kind in this general area. 

CB: Okay. 

MF: From what I.. .from ... this is Manny Florin I could be completely wrong but it seemed like the 
gunfire was concentrated somewhere in ... more the western side of the building. 

CB: Western side. 

MF: Cause that's immediately when we went through the door, like I said it was me, Scott and 
some ... you know other guys ... Scott was the only I could see cause we were like you know, 
standing right next to each other. We came in and we started advancing towards the sound of 
gunfire. But I. .. at. .. during that time uh, I never say muzzle flash and I never saw a person with a 
rifle. 

CB: Okay. Alright. 

AW: Uh, just confirm, you never fired any rounds? 

MF: No sir. Um. 1 wish I was able to but like I said you know, Scott was like "go clear that hallway" 
and uh ... 

CB: Okay. 

MF: You know so I wasn't even ... ! wasn't even aware that you know anything was going on in this 
area until I heard gunfire. 

CB: (inaudible) okay. 

MF: But that's ... that's pretty much ... anything else (inaudible). 

CB: Anything else Fonzie? 

MF: That's the best I can do for you guys. 
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CB: Anything we didn't ask you that you might think relevant to it? 

MF: I don't think so I mean ... I don't think so. 

CB: Okay. Do you mind just signing and dating that. 

MF: Yeah, yeah. 

CB: Just so it's your diagram and it's the 21st. 

MF: Thank you. 

CB: And that'll conclude the interview at 10:37 a.m. 

/cf 12/1/2016 



Pulse Nightclub 

llackaUlge 

bal!lroom 

'f; 
I 

I I 
bath room 

lutc1tor111111t 

bar 

st,,ge 

~ lounge ersa 

I 

r 
bathroom 

Produced by t he FBI Labora t ory 
16 June 2016 



ST A TEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Officer Ben Chisari 

FDLE Special Agent Afonso Williams 
FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers 

FDLE-Orlando Regional Ops Center 

June 21, 2016 

IR16-46 

FBI Special Kevin Farrington 
Attorney Jason Bankowitz 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1001 Hours 

AW: We're on tape. Special Agent Afonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
Today's date is June 21, 2016. The time is approximately 1001 hours. I am currently at the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Orlando Regional Operations Center. I am cmTently 
speaking with Officer Ben Chisari. 

BC: Correct. 

AW: Of the Orlando Police Department. This right here is going to be in regards to FDLE case 
number OR-27-0258 which is an officer involved use of force shooting that occurred on June 12, 
2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 South Orange Avenue. Also present is Special 
Agent Craig Beers of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 

Officer Chisari you are a witness in this case in regards to the shooting incident that we are 
investigating. So we're just doing a voluntary interview with you to get your side of the story. 
Uh, what role you played and ... and what you observed, okay? 

BC: Okay. 

AW: Like I said it's solely voluntary so any time during these proceedings if you don't want to talk, 
answer any questions, let me know and I'm going to tenninate the recording, you understand? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay. With that said can I get you to raise your right hand? Do you swear and affinn the 
statement you are about to provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help 
you God? 

1 
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BC: Yes it is. 

AW: Okay how long have you been employed by the Orlando Police Department? 

BC: Six years. 

AW: Six years. And uh, as you mentioned prior to going on tape that you are assigned to day shift 
bike unit? 

BC: Correct. 

AW: Alright. Okay what I'm going to do is I'm going to tum it over to you. Tell me how you became 
involved in this incident that occurred at the Pulse Nightclub back on the 12th. 

BC: Okay um, it was around 2:00 we ... we heard on the radio that there were shots fired at Pulse 
Nightclub. Um, I responded from there. Um, and uh, when I... when I arrived at Pulse I 
parked ... I parked just on the east side on Orange Avenue of Pulse Nightclub. At that time I 
heard .. .I heard the shots being fired. Um, I grabbed my AR15 and uh, went on to the south side 
of the building where the main entrance is. During the time I. .. I heard gunshots. Um, as I was in 
front of the club I actually heard the guy; you know reloading a couple of times. Uh, we made 
a ... we made a little team and made entry into the club. Um, at that time the shots ... the shots 
were ... we heard the shots kind of from the west side of the club. I guess it was the bathroom 
area. Um, we quickly cleared the club and uh, where the shots were being fired, the shots .... as 
we uh, we were at the bar area the shots ceased. And um, probably like maybe five minutes of 
kind of holding that door um, I guess uh, um, Lieutenant Smith and Sergeant - engaged 
on the suspect and the ... it's like T, T bathroom. I guess it was a male and female bathroom in the 
center of the stage area. Um, at that point I was .. .I was actually watching the uh, like a north, the 
north dressing room. Um, and as soon as they engaged I moved over to uh, you know to assist 
them. I didn't. . .I didn't shoot any. I didn't engage the suspect. I was just there for coverage. 

AW: Okay. Uh, so once they engaged the subject what ... what did you do from there? 

BC: I moved from .. .I moved from watching the uh, the 11011h dressing room door to moving over to 
the center T um, to the bathroom area helping them cover that, you know cover that hallway. 

AW: Okay. How long you stayed in that position? 

BC: Urn, quite a while and then we ... and then we moved back. I moved back to, there was like a door 
on the ... on the north side or the nmihwest side. Watching, you know, pretty much right. .. right 
alongside the uh, like the stage and watching that door. So we were at that door for quite a while. 
And then you know probably an hour or so into it ... he um, he said that he had like bombs 
strapped to him and you know, he was getting ready to blow the place up in 15 minutes. So we 
moved back past the main dance area where all the, you know, where all the bodies were to the 
back patio area where we had a clear. .. clear view of the door and the stage, or the clear. .. of the 
door and the dressing room door. And there was a team on the ... there was a team on the south 
side able to look at the whole bar area. You know we got the bathroom, the T where the male and 
female bathroom is and the dressing room. So they were loc ... all the way down the hallway. 



Chief Mina 
IRl6046BC-FDLE 
Page 3 

And then that's when um, there was like hostage rescues so you had the other. .. the other team on 
the west side. And they made entry from the wall. 

AW: Okay. I'm just going to have you keep going until you ... you end your involvement with this? 

BC: That was ... that's my involvement. 

AW: So your last position was towards the back patio? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay. 

BC: Yep. 

AW: Were you ever relieved from that position or. .. 

BC: No. 

AW: So you stayed through .... 

BC: (inaudible) 

AW: ... you know, this is what I'm going to do. Uh, this right here is a uh, floor plan ... 

BC: Yep. 

AW: ... of the nightclub. 

BC: Yep. 

AW: So what I'm going to have you to do ... 

BC: From start to finish? 

AW: Yeah from start to finish have you explaining. 

BC: Okay. 

AW: And I'm going to have to track your position, based on your initials and number one where you 
started at.. .and what you ... 

BC: If this is Orange Avenue I parked, I parked right here. I parked right here. Um, when I got out I 
came around and met up with all the officers. You know, you got a bunch of officers you know 
on this wall and the pillar. Um, I came up ... 

AW: If you can label north, south, east, west. 
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BC: Okay this is north. And ... 

AW: Okay. 

BC: Um, so I came up, officers were on the pillar. Uh, we .. .it was Scott Smith, um, Mike Napolitano, 
uh, Manny Florin and myself, we uh, you know we got. .. we had our team together and we heard 
the shots being ... we heard the shots going off in this area right here. You know all the, you know 
that's where the main um, area is. So we busted out this window ... or Mike Napolitano busted 
out this window so we can get a view of inside. Cause it's kind of like .. .like a painted window 
almost. Um, and at that time we entry. I believe, I can't remember if we, if we went in the 
window or we went in this door. I think we went in this door. You know what. .. I don't know. I 
can't. . .I can't remember ifwe went in the window or the door honestly. 

AW: Umum. 

BC: Uh, where we ended up, we ended up um, going through here. Clearing this area uh, they ... they 
cleared the bathroom. We did not clear in here because we kept hearing shots from this ... this 
general area right here. So we kept on clearing. Um ... 

AW: So this general area would be the west side? 

BC: West side. 

AW: West side, restrooms area? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay. So that's where ya'll heard shots. So ya'll didn't clear those? 

BC: Yeah we didn't ... we didn't clear this um, cause we didn't know you know ... we were just .. .I'm 
not sure .. .I'm not sure exactly why we didn't move in there. Um, as soon as we cleared you 
know the shots kind of stopped so we ... so we ... I believe I was right here. 

AW: Put your initials there. 

BC: I was right here along with um Manny Florin. 

AW: Put his initials. So ya'll both was in this area by the stage ... 

BC: Yeah we were ... 

AW: ... (inaudible). 

BC: ... yeah this is kind of stage so we kind of got cover on here guard ... guarding this door. And uh, 
you know a couple minutes into it um, it was Scott Smith and uh,~as over here. 

AW: Okay. 

zacharyblair
Highlight
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BC: Actually-..iilwas on this other side of the bar and Scott Smith was in the bar. Cause it 
was, I mean it was, some people in the bar that, people had to, you know had drag out of there. 
So um, a couple of minutes into a guy, the guy um, you know popped his head out right here. 

AW: So that's from uh, he popped his head from ... on the label you're indicating a bathroom. 

BC: Yeah it was ... 

AW: Was it the north side or the south side? 

BC: It as the south side bathroom. 

AW: Okay did you see the guy when he popped his head out? 

BC: No I did not, I was over here covering. As soon as they started firing I assisted them um, I was 
right here. 

AW: Okay. So you moved to ... behind the bar? 

BC: I moved, you know .... as ... as soon as they were firing and uh, you know, I helped them cover 
that. .. that hallway. 

AW: Did you see who fired again? 

BC: I didn't see .. .I saw .. .I saw uh, I saw Scott Smith fire. I did not see ·ust cause you 
know, the angle. I just .. .I didn't see him. I.. .but I looked over and you know they were engaging 
him. 

AW: Okay. So once you heard the gunshots uh, you left your position ... 

BC: Right. 

AW: ... and went behind the bar? 

BC: And Manny ... and Manny Florin and then Mike Napolitano was ... was also there uh, guarding 
you know watching this door right here. 

AW: Where Mike was positioned ... Napo was positioned at? 

BC: I don't. He might, I really don't. .. [ just kept on, cause 1. .. 1 was ... I mean I focused right here at 
that time. And I just kept on .. .I kept on yelling "hey someone get that.. .get that other door. 
Someone get that other door,, and they said "hey we got it, we got it". I didn't even look over 
there. 

AW: Okay. 
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BC: But they ... ! know ... ! know Manny was over there and you know a couple of minutes after that I 
got the position again. You know, we came over here and we were pretty much at this doorway 
watching that door. Um, and there was another team, there was another team like over here, you 
know watching, watching down. I don't know who was over here. 

AW: Okay so once you left this position where did you go? 

BC: After this uh ... 

AW: From the west side of the club? 

BC: From ... from here it was probably like a good hour and a half I don't know. An hour or so that 
we were just, you know sitting here waiting, no shots at all. Uh, every now and then you heard 
some you know, movement in this area. Um ... 

AW: That area, cause there's audio recordings ... 

BC: I'm sorry the dressing room. 

AW: Okay. 

BC: Um, we heard some moving around. Um, so probably like an hour or hour and a half, we 
were ... we were holding this; we were holding this whole room. You know, one person had you 
know eyes on the bathroom and one ... one person had eyes on the dressing room. And uh, after 
that he, the suspect, um, said that he had a bomb strapped to him and he was going to strap you 
know four. .. four hostages with bombs and place them at each comer. So um, you know several 
minutes after that we moved back to the patio area, right here. 

AW: Can I get you to put your initials here? 

BC: Yeah. We moved back to the patio area where we had a clear view of the door. So if you know, 
if anything happened, if he came out here, if he came out to the lounge area or the dance area. 
Um, we would have eyes on him. And we also had a team on the south side watching that whole 
hallway where the stage area is apd that other bar where we initially were. Um, they had eyes on 
that. Um, you know and ... 

CB: Was anybody out there with you? 

BC: Yeah. 

CB: (inaudible). 

BC: It was Sergeant Mongclluzzo, Anthony Mongelluzzo. It was um, Hank Wong, Hank Wong was 
actually here. All those people were actually here um, when you know they had a callout, SWAT 
got called out. 

CB: After the shooting (inaudible)? 
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BC: After the shooting yes. 

CB: Or after Scott shot? 

BC: Yeah. Yeah these ... those were just like the initial um, the first responders. 

CB: Okay alright. 

AW: Okay so once you left the west side of the club you went to the far east? 

BC: Far east. 

AW: And you were stationed out on the patio for the duration? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay. You said throughout when you arrived on the scene you heard gunshots? 

BC: Yeah this ... 1 mean this whole, the whole time from leaving my car to you know putting together 
a team real quick to in. It was .. .it was gunshots right around this area. Urn ... 

AW: You mentioned something about a reload? You heard something ... 

BC: Yeah I heard, I heard the guy, I mean it's .. .I heard shells dropping and reloading it was like, my 
senses got heightened. Um, and he was reloading um, and then it kind of ceased a little bit. And 
then it started up again. Then we heard it in the bathroom, so he must have, the guy must have 
went you know, through here. And into ... I mean I don't .. .! think it was ... ! think it was this 
room right here where he was in or the bathroom or whatever. 

AW: So you heard it from the west side? 

BC: Yeah we heard it from the west side. 

AW: Shooting from the west side? 

BC: It was, you know, it was back in this comer right here. Back in the uh, the northwest comer. 

AW: Did you ever see the individual? 

BC: No I didn't. 

AW: Did you ever hear him say ... did he say anything to your knowledge? 

BC: No he didn't, no. 

AW: And all the communications that you was hearing about the bomb and he was going to send 
people out was this ... 
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BC: That was all relayed over the radio. 

AW: Via radio? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay. 

CB: That's pretty much it. Um, when you initially came in, actually which way did you go when you 
initially came in? 

AW: Um, like I said ... 

CB: Even if you came in through a window or door did you sweep through the (inaudible). 

BC: No we went. .. we went straight to the left. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: Um, it was .. .it was uh, it was Lieutenant, who is Scott Smith. He as kind of like sweeping over 
here. It was Manny Florin. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: Who was like right here, like ... and then I came in um, and then we pretty much cleared 
this ... cleared this area. 

CB: So you guys essentially dominating the west side? 

BC: Yeah we cleared this area real, real quick. Um, actually I almost opened that door right her. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: It was a keypad door. And then um, and then we kind of um, we just pretty much as soon as like 
the shots ... the shots stopped ... the shots pretty much stopped as soon as we were kind of clearing 
this area you know. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: And then we ... we got into our positions as far as um, watching the doors. 

CB: Okay. 

AW: Who was part of your contact team again? 

BC: It was um, Scott Smith, , Manny Florin, myself. 

AW: And I know you mentioned Napo. 
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BC: Oh and Napolitano, Mike Napolitano. 

AW: So he ... he was part of your contact team as well? 

BC: Yes. 

AW: Okay so ya'll dominated the west side? 

BC: Yes I'm not .. .I'm not sure uh, I don't ... ! mean I think Mike actually went this way. I remember 
seeing him over here. I mean Mike Napolitano came you know. 

AW: But you don't know which ... 

BC: 1 don't know .. .I don't know who ... I don't know who was behind me. I know it was Scott Smith 
and Manny Florin and myself. 

AW: Okay. 

BC: I don't know where he was as far as being ... but we did make contact ... uh, Mike Napolitano 
came you know, he was actually in the bar with me. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: With me and Scott Smith at one point. And I remember talking; we were talking to each other. 
And then he went back over there uh, to the stage area. 

CB: Okay. 

BC: And watching the door. 

CB: But you guys were the actual initial team ... 

BC: Yeah. 

CB: ... to go in. Okay. Okay. 

AW: Alrighty, if there is anything else we failed to ask that would pertinent to this investigation? 

BC: No. I can't think of anything. 

AW: Alright I appreciate your time. The time is 1017 we're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 12/1/2016 
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MM: Okay today's date is June 12, 2016. It's 8:45 a.m. This is Special Agent Mark Mainer with the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Also present is Officer? 

• -
• Um,um. 

MM: -

• Yes sir. 

MM: And are you an officer, you a sergeant or? 

• An officer. 

MM: And you're an officer with the Orlando Police Department correct? 

• lam. 

MM: How long have you been employed with Orlando? 

• Uh, just over fifteen years. 

MM: Fifteen years. What's your primary assignment? 
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• Uh, currently I'm assigned to the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

MM: Okay. As a task force agent or? 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Okay. Um, do you also serve a dual role on the SWAT team? 

• That is a collateral duty for me yes sir. 

MM: Okay did ... is it ... I'm assuming it's a part-time role? 

• Yes sir we're on call. 

MM: Okay. 

• Yessir. 

MM: Okay and you train with the team and that kind of stuff? 

• Yessir. 

MM: How long have you been a SW AT team member? 

• Uh, twelve years. 

MM: Twelve years. Okay we're going to obviously talk about the incident this morning that occuned. 
Roughly 2:00 a.m. at the Pulse Nightclub. Urn, can you walk me through, where were you at this 
time, where you working when this call came out? 

• No sir I was home asleep. 

MM: Okay. How were you made aware of this incident? 

• I received a text message for a SWAT callout. 

MM: Okay. What were you told about. .. about this callout? 

• Uh, in the text message uh, that we were all sent, it said this was a SW AT callout per Lieutenant 
Smith, Scott Smith, um, involving an active shooter at the Pulse Nightclub and that that subject 
was armed with a rifle. 

MM: Okay uh, what did you do then? 

• Got dressed, uh, drove to the area of Ester Street each of Orange A venue, south of Kaley. 

MM: Okay. 
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• Where it was one of the rally points for SWAT. Um, parked my vehicle, got dressed in SWAT 
attire. 

MM: Okay. Now you're wearing SW AT attire right now. 

• Yessir. 

MM: It's camouflage; you have an Orlando Police Department patch on ... on both arms. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Were you also wearing ballistic gear? 

• Yes sir. Entry vest, heavy vest that also POLICE across the front and the back, in white lettering. 

MM: Okay. So you get dressed out, do you attend any briefing or anything? 

• Um, at that point, due to the fact it was an active shooter, they were trying to rally guys closer to 
the scene as quick as possible. So myself, Lieutenant Jon Bigelow, and approximately three other 
team members loaded into one of the armored vehicles from the team and got to the west side. 
We were directed to the west side of the Pulse Nightclub. 

MM: Okay. So you went to the west side. Now what's your function on the SWAT team what ... 

• I'm part of the assault team. 

MM: Okay. 

• So entry team. Um, we got the perimeter secured on the west side and we established a hold on 
the northwest corner and then the west side of the building, the ... the officers I was with. 

MM: Now from that vantage point what did you see of Pulse Nightclub? 

• The west side of that building is uh, is actually all uh, concrete block. 

MM: Uh,uh. 

• But there are exits on the north side we were informed. So we were concerned as far as making 
sure that we had secured that so no one could get out of the nightclub uh, and get out of the 
perimeter on foot. So we were, kind of, again being at the northwest comer of the building, we 
were looking east along the north end of the building where those doors were. 

MM: Okay. 

• And we were told that they could make, make an exit out of those doors. So our responsibility at 
that time was to watch and hold that. 

MM: Okay you were containing that area? 
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• Yes sir. 

MM: Okay. Um, so you get on scene, you're doing this; you've got containment on him, uh, what 
happens next? What significant event happens next? 

• Uh, pretty nonnal radio traffic as far as on the SW AT channel. Teams just getting established 
and relieving patrol units and trying to get a hold ... a foothold you know on the perimeter. Um, 
we were advised that we did have some officers with an eye inside of the building in the dance 
floor area or the bar area. 

MM: Yeah. 

• So we were aware that some of our guys were already inside. Um, and holding that due to the 
fact that we were being told that the shooter was in one of the bathrooms. I guess there was three 
bathrooms from what we were told. 

MM: Okay. 

• And the shooter was in there so there was one hallway in and out of those bathrooms. So they 
pretty much had that uh, hallway capped if you will. 

MM: Contained for him ... 

• Contained in the event that he were to try to make, or try to make an exit out back into the 
middle of the club. 

MM: Now you're being told this via radio, correct? 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Um, so you're holding there um, do you ... uh, what happens next? 

• We uh, receive some more infonnation via police radio that urn, this person, the FBI had advised 
that this person uh, is on a watch list, um, on a terrorism watch list. And um, which kind of 
obviously heightened our awareness that this was not a regular callout if you will that we were 
dealing with someone that had some more motivation than an average bad guy. I guess for lack 
of better words. 

Um, shortly thereafter we were told that he had at least one gun, a rifle, and that there were 
numerous victims, deceased, from him shooting them inside of the nightclub. I think we were 
initially told there was approximately 20 people uh, shot and killed in the nightclub from him. So 
we, again that kind of heightened it a little bit more that we knew he "vas there. 

MM: Okay. 

• Uh, and still in the building. We received some infonnation that he had past infonnation, we're 
not sure, I'm not sure how that had gotten to us, but that he had made peace with Allah and that 
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he had four um, bomb vests and that he was going to strap them on four living victims that he 
had himself barricaded in one of the restrooms with. 

MM: So he had hostages? 

• Yes sir. We were told there was um, I want to say that he probably had IO or 12 people in that 
restroom. While we were waiting for some further updates, myself and a few other team 
members uh, were instructed that there was four civilians locked in a dressing room on the north 
side that we were watching and that they could hear us ... 

MM: Yeah. 

• . .. outside the building. We opened up one of the north doors uh, that was uh, went into a hallway 
on the north side of the building and they were in a dressing room to the left. 

MM: Okay now what do you see? You open the door, you're looking at, what do you sec? 

• Uh, Officer Tim Stanley opens the door, I have my rifle. I chunk the corner to make sure no one 
was standing there. And I started giving verbal commands "Orlando Police" in hopes that those 
folks that were communicating with dispatch would ... would hear us. They did in fact. I 
said ... told them to open the door. They slowly opened the door and I told them to put their hands 
up just in case the bad guy was mixed in. We were also told that there was a possibly a second 
bad guy within the crowd so we were looking for that as well. Four adult males came out with 
their hands up. We patted them down real quick and moved them to some patrol officers that 
were on the perimeter to debrief them and try to gather some more inteL 

MM: Yeah. 

• We checked that room real quick just to make sure there was nobody else in that dressing room 
and then we retreated back to where we were on the northwest comer. Um, as far as holding that 
hallway we didn't feel that was safe because we knew our guys were inside down range if you 
will already inside at the bar so we'd be ineffective as far as fire power there if someone were to 
come out. So we backed out, let them ... 

MM: You were concerned of a crossfire potentially. 

• Yes sir. So backed off of that um, and then again held that comer. Um, again I think that might 
have been when the time that we actually hear that he's going to send four people in 15 minutes 
and have them detonate. Um, so we took a little better position of hard cover, all we had the time 
was a uh, marked patrol vehicle. 

MM: Um,um. 

• So we maintained our ... our guns on the building but we took cover behind that. Some time had 
passed and things started escalating due to the fact that he said he was going to do that. So we 
were first going to introduce gas into the restroom he was in through the wall. 

MM: Um, um. 

Zachary Blair
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• Um, with the thought of it would at least disrupt him where he wouldn't be able to carry that task 
out of arming these folks with explosive vests, we got. .. on one of our APC's, on the front of it, it 
has an actual tool that will drive through concrete? 

MM: Okay (inaudible) cutter. 

• Yes sir, exactly and it'll inject gas into the building. 

MM: Okay. 

• We got that situated um, and prepared to do that however, once more calls were coming in 
through social media and texting with other folks, I guess the Comm Center obtained more 
info1mation that there was approximately 15 more um, hostages but in the bathroom across from 
where the gunman was. Uh, they were in there. So um, we were going to move on that and then 
we had heard in another room, a storage room, there was more victims that they had barricaded 
themselves in there to try to hide from the gunman. 

MM: So at this point you're aware that not only is there hostages but there's also unknowns in there as 
well? Other people scattered throughout the ... displaced throughout the different building. That's 
what you 're being communicated to you? 

• That's correct. 

MM: Okay. 

• There was an air conditioning unit, a window if you will, air conditioning unit, seated into the 
concrete block in the northwest corner. We pushed that unit in and they said they could hear us. 
They were communicating to someone on the phone. Um, we told them you know "come this 
way, come this way" and four more um, I want to say, I'm sorry it was about six adults, 
combination of males .. .I'm sorry, correction that was eight people that came out of the window. 
And they were a male and female mix. Uh, they came out; we tried to gather some intel from 
them. Some spoke Spanish only. We did have a Spanish speaking officer with us on the team. He 
asked them a few quick questions. They had not seen the gunman. Um, so we had them with 
their hands over their head and kind of monitored them as we turn them to over to patrol also to 
check their persons as well and to debrief them. 

At that time uh, the decision was made, kind of things started moving along at that point, that we 
were going to do our best and they had Orange County Sheriff's Office Explosive Ordinance 
Unit come. And they were going to put a shape charge on the exterior of the building. We were 
attempting to blow a hole into the restroom that the other victims were in without the gunman 
and get them out as well. 

MM: Now when you say a shape charge uh, what are you talking about? 

• Uh, it would be an explosive device that was formed into a rectangle. 

MM: Um,um. 
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■ And it was about maybe three feet by four feet high, three feet wide, four feet high. A team had 
moved up under our cover, placed the shape charge with the EOD's guys on the wall. .. 

MM: And it's sticky, it will stick to the wall and it can blow ... penetrate and blow a hole through the 
wall. 

■ That was the plan, yes sir. Urn, it was a failed breach. It blew, but it was failed. It did not move 
the concrete but it definitely looked like it had softened it. 

MM: Yeah. 

■ Um, we quickly changed out the apparatus on the front of the APC from that penetrating rod to a 
ram that we have on there. And uh, Officer Woodyard, who was driving the APC that we were 
next to, drove that uh, was told by Lieutenant Smith to drive that into that shape charge area. 

MM: The soft area in here. 

■ And cave that con ... that block in, which he did. Uh, after a few strikes of that there was probably 
another dozen folks that came out of that bathroom. Um, and we just dragged them as quickly as 
we could. Some had been shot, um, you could tell some people had some obvious gunshots on 
them. One guy was shot in the chest, couple people shot in the arm and leg. We got those folks 
out there. 

MM: Now were the mobile or were you ... did you have to grab a few and carry of them? 

■ We ... probably the majority we had to grab and pull out of the window. 

MM: Yeah. 

■ Some just couldn't do it under their own strength. And some were I think in shock so we kind 
were looped to actually do the task. We got them out. Again turned those over to some patrol 
guys who were debriefing them. We checked them real quick for weapons. Make sure the gun, 
another. .. the gunman wasn't mixed in the crowd and uh, and evacuated them folks. At that time 
we knew, we could see through another hole that we had knocked in the wall, that there was 
actually, it was just outside of this restroom, was the restroom to the north, which is one that we 
were told the gunman was in. 

MM: Um,um. 

■ Um, there was a door; you could see the door was like some uh, fogged glass on it. 

MM: Yeah. 

■ To the restroom. And um, so the door was in the closed position. We kept some guns on that 
door just in case he did come out. Pretty much at that point we wanted to contain him in that 
room. So two or three flash bangs were thrown into that hallway. 
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MM: Now were you one of the guns on the ... on the door? 

• I was. 

MM: Okay. 

• Initially I was. 

MM: Okay. 

• It was myself and probably five or six other SWAT teams members there. Uh, we had clear line 
of sight of the door. At that time um, just as we get the last hostages out and we're now throwing 
flash bangs into that hallway to contain him in that bath ... that one last bathroom cause we were 
then going to penetrate that wall and try to confuse him that way and ... and make entry. The uh ... 

MM: Now as your doing this and I don't mean to interrupt you but... 

• Yes sir. 

MM: ... are you hearing anything at this point? 

• At that point no, nothing at all, which was kind of surprising. 

MM: No ... nobody's calling to you, yelling to you, no gunshots anything like that? 

• Nothing. 

MM: Okay. 

• So at that point um, we were pulling the APC back. They told the driver to back the ttuck up. I 
was on the right front corner of the APC with my rifle downrange at that front door. The truck 
started backing up far enough away where I couldn't get an angle on the door anymore. So I 
adjusted and stepped off the truck to the right where I could get a better vantage point on the 
door with several other SW AT team members. 

MM: Um,um. 

• When one or two of the bangs went into that hallway in front of that restroom door, I noticed that 
Lieutenant Jon Bigelow had run around the back of the APC to the driver's side to get his angle 
on that door as well. 

MM: Yeah. 

• I decided since we had five of us already on that side on the door, I was going to go with him so 
he wasn't alone. As I started running along ... to the rear but along the passenger side of the APC, 
I got just about to the back and the driver started hitting the gas to back the truck out even 
further. So I was kind of running behind the truck so I wouldn't get run over and trying to yell at 
him to "stop the truck, stop the truck" so he didn't run me over. Cause he was coming pretty 
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quick. As I just got around the left rear, the driver's side rear of that truck I heard ... and I stand 
corrected, I apologize. Prior to the truck backing up and prior to urn, my ... me turning around, we 
started hearing shots inside. One, two, three and they were slow and deliberate. 

MM: Now when you say shots, uh, you're well trained, what did you determine possibly was being 
fired at that point? 

• I completely believed it was the gunman hostages? 

MM: What ... rifle? Pistol? 

• At that ... at that time it sounded like a handgun. It wasn't loud enough for me think ... but again it 
was in the bathroom. But I. .. 

MM: It would have been muffled. 

• . .. yeah but I did think it was a handgun. So I.. .I thought we were going to make an entry for 
hostage rescue, which is how we train. 

MM: Yeah. 

• The issue was, the only opening that we could get to that door was about four feet high and it 
wouldn't be big enough for one of us especially with all our gear to get in that safely, to climb 
into that hole. I mean we ... if he swung that door open which he eventually did we would have 
probably lost one or two of our guys. 

MM: But you're hearing the multiple gunshots and to you each gunshot is somebody being shot? 

• Yes sir, yes sir. 

MM: So you have that fear going on? 

• Yes sir, there's nothing that's indicating the rounds are coming out our way. It sounds like it's all 
contained in that bathroom. I ran around the back of the truck like I said to get another vantage 
point and I'm thinking "okay if we're not making entry through that hole because it's not 
feasible, we're going to have hope the team from the inside comes and we're going obviously 
lower our guns to let them make an entry." 

By the time, going back to what I was saying when the truck was backing up, I try to outrun the 
back of the truck and when I get to the left rear comer I now hear gunshots a lot louder and a lot 
clearer as if the person had cleared the doorway and is now shooting out. But I'm not seeing that. 
I'm only hearing it. 

MM: Sure. 

• Cause I'm not hearing any of guys fire. Probably about maybe two rounds of being fired from 
there and they keep coming is when I hear our guys, that I was originally standing with engage 
the suspect. 
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MM: Okay. 

• I make it, eventually as I come down the driver's side of the APC to pick up an eye on the guy. I 
can't see him and the firing, our firing stops, his firing stops. Um, I went back across the front of 
the APC. We moved forward uh, to the um, hole in the wall where we could look in and down. 

MM: Yeah. 

• And that's where I see the suspect laying on his back, still with the handgun next to him. Um, the 
decision is made then because of the fact that there's a big battery next to him with some wires 
coming out of it on his per .. .it appeared to be on his person, on his right side. 

MM: Yeah. 

• The ... one of the EOD guys said "he has a device, he has a device" so Lieutenant. . .I walked over 
with Lieutenant Smith, he fired a single round uh, into um ... he fired a single round into the 
suspect's head. Um, at that point neutralized him and then we went back over, still wondering if 
there's a second gunman like we had been told. That information came and went several times 
throughout the course of this event that there was someone and there wasn't somebody. 

MM: So as I understand, he's down on his back, did you see him moving at all, the suspect? 

• I did not see him moving no, no. I just saw that ... 

MM: Okay from your vantage point? 

• Right from my vantage point I was off to the left I could not see ... I could only see his face. 

MM: Yeah. 

• So I. .. I.. .peered in with my rifle, could see the gun and that's when the EOD guy said "hey he 
has a device, he has a device on him". 

MM: So from my understanding, just so I'm clear. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Um, you've already been told over the radio that um, this individual has communicated he's 
going to put four suicide vests on four potential hostages and blow them one at time. Was that 
my understanding? 

• He was going to have the four people, yes. 

MM: Okay. 

• Detonate at the same time. 
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MM: So you've been made aware of explosives? 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Um, the individual now, as you see ... you see a battery on the side um, did you notice anything 
about uh, his chest or anything about his chest that would indicate maybe he had a vest also or 
did it seem ... 

• Where the battery was positioned was around his waist area. 

MM: Yeah. 

• So I couldn't see that because of the rubble. 

MM: Okay. 

• So I could only see basically from about his nipples, chest up. 

MM: But you saw a battery with wires? 

• Oh yeah it was ... 

MM: And then you have your explosive EOD, I'm going to say expert. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Telling you he has a device, he has a device. 

• Yessir. 

MM: And at that point Lieutenant Smith fires a single round into the individual's head. 

• That is correct. 

MM: As best you can see? 

• That is co1Tcct. 

MM: Okay. I just want to understand the history as we built up to that. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Okay. 

• Um, with that now that we feel that he is neutralized, we um, EOD is telling us we need to "back 
up, we need to back up and clear the area, clear the area". However, we still have this same 
restroom full of people now very clearly screaming "help me, help me, help me, help 
1ne" ... um ... 
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MM: Okay you can you hear screams now? 

• Oh now it's loud. It's the first time we can really hear it. 

MM: Yeah. 

• Um, there was a partial hole in that wall again from the ram into that bathroom. So um, one of 
the guys, Tim Stanley, Officer Tim Stanley gets the actual hand battering ram and starts trying to 
knock some of the concrete in to make that whole bigger. 

MM: Yeah. 

• Um, which he eventually does and it a still a small hole, its maybe three by three. And we're now 
trying to order those folks out of that bathroom, out of the bathroom. Some people are saying 
they can't move. Some people again I believe were in shock just like the other folks. And one by 
one we start pulling those folks out. Officer Tim Stanley, Sergeant and one of the 
other uh, assault guys, enter that hole because some of the folks won't come to the wall. As well 
as we, again, still thinking if there's a second gunman in there we're sitting ducks at that 
window. 

MM: Yeah. 

• They get in there, clear everybody's hands. We ... and we get the rest of the folks um, extracted. 
Some on their own power and some people had to be dragged across the ... the field and patrol 
came in and started taking them one by one for us to secure them. 

MM: Okay. 

• No we have EOD saying "hey listen we really need to make a perimeter on this", it seems like 
we've gotten everybody, we're not hearing anybody else call for help. But they were still 
concerned with the device itself. 

MM: Um,um. 

• Myself and the team I was with, for this incident, went across the street and we kind of just you 
know, stood until we were told that it was time to leave and go to Primrose where we are now. 

MM: Okay. Um, let me go back a little bit. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Just want to clarify. As you're running behind the ... the truck and it's backing up and uh, the 
guy's you're with engage him in a firefight. 

• Yessir. 
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MM: Um, you heard the shots coming or coming your way, they were different than the other ones 
you heard. 

• Yeah. 

MM: Um, so your guys engage, who all is with you there that...that engages uh, the individual in a 
gunfight? 

• Do you want to know who I know now was involved or who l remember standing at the time? 

MM: Who do you ... well first of all who do you know now and ... wcll let's go back. .. 

• Yes sir. 

MM: ... to what do you remember seeing as you come around and you ... or you hear their engaging? 

• Well when I... again when I go to make it to the back of the truck to get around to Lieutenant 
Bigelow ... 

MM: Yeah. 

• .. .is when l hear, ['m pretty much now running backwards now to get away from the truck as its 
reversing. That's when I start hearing the gunfire. But again it sounds, one or two rounds sound 
real distinct that okay it's coming from the building now. 

MM: Yeah. 

• And it's a lot clearer than those other rounds I was speaking about earlier. .. 

MM: Yeah. 

• . .. where now it's not muffled. It, this guy's cleared that doorway it sounds like. So as I'm 
running to get around to the driver's side to get with Lieutenant Bigelow I hear the guys that I 
was just previously standing with, those five or six guys engage and it was very, you know, 
obviously loud iifle fire. 

MM: Yeah. 

• Um, as I make my way down the driver's side of the truck I see the muzzle flash off of 
Lieutenant's Bigelow's rifle also going into the same direction as that doorway. 

MM: Okay. And just now ... who was with you there? And I'm not saying you saw them shoot or 
anything. 

• Sure. 

MM: But who was with you in that uh, breached area? So it was Bigelow? 
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• Yes sir. Lieutenant Bigelow was on the ... went to the driver's side of the APC and the folks that I 
remember standing, which was Lieutenant Scott Smith ... 

MM: Okay. 

• . .. um, Agent Raul Rivas, Officer Andrew Bishop ... 

MM: Okay. 

• .. .and Officer 

MM: -? 

• -· MM: -? 
• Yes sir. And I believe Sergeant was also standing there when I... prior to the 

gunfight. 

MM: Um, but you ... you definitely saw uh, Lieutenant Bigelow discharge his firearm? 

• Yes sir. 

MM: You did see that? 

• Yep. 

MM: Um, and you saw Lieutenant Smith fire the single round? 

• !did. 

MM: Um, did you see, that you can clearly identify, did you see any other officers that 
discharged ... that you heard ... 

• Yeah I was on the left rear of the truck ... 

MM: I understand. 

• . .. when it happened ... 

MM: The truck, the truck was between you ... 

• Yes sir. 

MM: And that but you ... you heard multiple engagements? 

• Yes sir. 
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MM: Uh, but those are the ones that you clearly saw? 

• Yes sir. 

MM: Okay. Is there anything you can think about this that I haven't asked you that would be important 
to know? 

• I think as far as infonnation we were provided that I'm now recalling that the shooter's vehicle 
was parked in the .. .in the adjacent parking lot north, on the no1ih side of the building. 

MM: Um,um. 

• They had located that vehicle. Uh ... a bomb dog did hit on that vehicle earlier on in the call out 
and they said "hey listen we need to clear this area as well". So that was kind of something we 
were trying work around but we couldn't give up our ground. 

MM: Yeah. 

• Um, so that was the only other challenge I guess, if you will, that had to do with this in my mind 
that we had potentially a car bomb if you will to the ... right, you know, basically about 25 yards 
to our east. Um ... no I think that's ... that's pretty much it. 

MM: Okay but you know as you've described and I think you've articulated pretty well there was a 
substantially heightened fear for the life of yourself, your teammates ... 

• Ohyeah. 

MM: ... and the other agents and people on the scene? 

• Yes sir. Y cah. 

MM: Alright can you raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear that everything you have told me 
is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you 
God? 

• So help me God, I do. 

MM: Okay well we're going to go ahead and end the statement. It's 9:11 a.m. 

/cf 12/8/2016 
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AW: We're on tape. This is Special Agent Alphonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement. Today's date is June 22, 2016. The time is approximately 1309 hours. l am 
currently at FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-
0258, which is a police use of force investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse 
Nightclub, located at 1912 South Orange A venue. Conducting the interview with Deputy, 
Orange County Deputy Matthew W. Futch. Conducting the interview with me is FBI Special 
Agent Kevin Farrington. 

Okay Deputy Futch just for the record, um, I want to cla1ify that this is a voluntary statement 
being conducted ... being given to you as part of a criminal investigation and you are not being 
compelled in any way to provide a statement. Okay you understand? 

MF: I do. 

AW: Uh, at any time during these proceedings if you want to stop talking and let me know I'm going 
to turn off the recorder and you're free to leave. With that said do you understand this voluntary 
statement is being taken as part of a criminal investigation and not an Internal Affairs 
investigation statement? 

MF: I do. 

AW: Okay. Prior to this interview have you reviewed any video of this incident? 

MF: No I have not. 

AW: What about any audio? 
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MF: No. 

AW: Okay. How long have you been employed by the Orange County Sheriffs Office? 

MF: A little over seven years. 

AW: And on the date of the shooting, on July 12 .. .June 12, were you perfonning your duties as a ... as 
it relates to your job? 

MF: Yes I was. 

AW: And what was that? 

MF: As an explosive breacher. 

AW: Could you describe the uniform you was wearing back on the 12
1h 

of June? 

MF: Uh, I was in a, I was in my flight suit, Orange County insignias uh, and the sheriffs star uh, as 
well as my helmet and uh, vest. All clearly stated with sheriff on it. 

AW: Okay and you was easily identified as a law enforcement officer? 

MF: Yes sir. 

AW: What weapon were you carrying? 

MF: I had forgotten my weapon. So I was not. .. I was not carrying a weapon at the time. 

AW: Okay. 

MF: I was in charge of picking up the breacher van. 

AW: Um,um. 

MF: And when I unloaded my gear from my truck to the van uh, I had somehow forgotten to grab my 
belt. 

AW: Okay. Alright now what I'm going to do is I'm going to tum it over to you. And I'm going to 
have you to uh, tell me how you became involved. 

MF: Okay. 

AW: From beginning to end, okay. 

MF: Roger that. 
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AW: This right here is a uh, a floor plan of the interior of the Pulse Nightclub. You familiar with the 
layout? 

MF: I am. 

AW: Okay. You can write on here cause I'm going to have you to mark your positions for me ... 

MF: Okay. 

AW: ... so I can have a visual understanding of where you was at. 

MF: Okay. 

AW: Okay so I'm going to turn it over to you now. 

MF: Alright uh, my initial response area was Kaley and Lucerne. Uh, where I brought the breacher 
van and began building the charge that I was instructed to build um, for a concrete wall entry 
point. Um, after that myself and Fred Westerburg and Tony Cavis met with OPD SWAT in the 
southwest comer on the street just south of the club, uh, in this area here. Uh, we moved up with 
OPD SW AT, the Bearcat was over to my left, to the west side of the building. Uh, instructed to 
place the charge in between the two bathrooms, which is what we did. 

AW: Would you put a number one there? 

MF: Number one, yes sir. Uh, backed off our. .. our uh, set standoff distance, blew the charge. Uh, due 
to charge placement uh, we just kind of got unlucky with a solid pour and rebar. So we didn't 
have a one hundred percent positive breach. The Bearcat moved in and ... and just pushed in uh, 
the remainder of the hole. 

Uh, at that time the Bearcat stayed up close, just south of the hole and I provided cover. Uh, I'd 
obtained Tony Cavis' side arm at that time, after the breach. I provided cover on the hole as uh, 
Bearcat knocked a couple holes and ... and other officers and deputies began pulling bodies, 
pulling survivors out of the bathroom to the south. Uh, after a number of bodies were pulled out 
of this bathroom, I began hearing shots coming from what sounded like the other bathroom, uh, 
somewhere between five and ten from what I remember. At that time the Bearcat began 
knocking holes and uh, somebody from OPD SWAT tossed a flash bang or two inside our initial 
breach point. I had moved back behind a small dumpster or grease trap that was in the parking 
lot directly west of the club. Immediately following the Bearcat breaking in a couple of holes in 
the north bathroom uh, I observed uh, a male begin to shoot in the direction of. .. of the officers 
here on the southwest comer. Uh, I could see his arms and muzzle flashes. I returned fire from 
my position almost due west ofthe ... the breach point until I was empty and all of the other firing 
had stopped as well. At which point uh, I moved up to the wall with the other deputies and 
officers. 

I began giving uh, some assistance with recognizing what appeared to be some wires and a 
power source on his body. At which point once all of the survivors that we believed were in the 
north bathroom, uh, I believe we all rallied back at our initial .. .initial meet up point on the 
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southwest comer and started talking about uh, moving in to look for, sending the robot in to start 
manipulating his body, looking for uh, devices. 

AW: Okay did ya'll ever locate any devices on his person? 

MF: No we did not. 

AW: Okay were there any devices inside the um ... 

MF: No. 

AW: ... the nightclub? 

MF: No there was not. 

AW: Okay. Um, alright. So you was part of the ... you assisted with um, placing the charge on the ... 

MF: Correct, I carried .. .I carried the breaching charge uh, as well as my backpack from the southwest 
comer up to the location and placed the explosive breach on the ... on the wall. 

A \V: Okay. So once you backed, once you retreated back to the parking lot, how far were you from 
that uh, initial whole ... 

MF: Uh, somewhere between 15 and 20 yards. 

AW: Fifteen, twenty. I'm going to get you just to put a little mark here. 

MF: Okay. It's going to be ... 

AW: Just put 15 ... between 15 to 20. Okay so when you heard the gunshots commg from 
approximately five to ten gunshots coming from the north ... 

MF: It's ... inside ... inside the building, which sounded like it was coming from this bathroom. 

AW: Which we knew ... 

MF: We knew ... we knew we were placing the charge between the two bathrooms. Uh, what it 
sounded like was the ... the shots were obviously corning from inside the club. But I believed it to 
be the bathroom just to the north. 

AW: Okay. You saw that ... 

MF: Heard it. Just heard the shots. 

AW: You heard, you saw the flash ... then you heard flash bang go into the initial point. 
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MF: I was ... I was moving back to this position as the flash bangs were ... were going off. 

AW: Okay. When you moved back, you say you ... did you see a male, did you see the person? 

MF: I saw ... I saw uh, most of his body when he began shooting. 

AW: Okay. 

MF: But not. .. not a 100 percent visual of him. 

AW: Alrighty so he came out of the initial breaching point? 

MF: Correct. 

AW: Okay you saw most of his body. Did you see a weapon in his hand? 

MF: I did uh, it was dark but uh, the ... pretty much everything was ... was uh, covered up by the flash 
of his muzzle. 

AW: Okay. And you said he was firing towards the southwest. .. 

MF: Correct, he was firing ... he was firing ... directly at these officers here. 

AW: Okay. And then when you saw that you returned ... do you know how many rounds you fired? 

MF: I fired 14. 

AW: Okay 14 rounds. Uh, now you said you mentioned that you used Deputy Cavis' weapon. 

MF: Correct. 

AW: And what was it? 

MF: It was a Glock 21. 

AW: Glock 21. Okay and you fired approximately how many rounds again? 

MF: Fourteen. I believe it was uh, a full magazine, so 13 plus I. So I.. .I emptied it. 

AW: So you emptied ... okay. 

MF: Correct. 

AW: Did the uh, did you heard the suspect say anything? 

MF: I did not. 

AW: What ... what was the reason why you used deadly force? 
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MF: I. .. I believed he was going to kill an officer or a deputy. He did not appear to be shooting at me, 
he appeared to be shooting at the other deputies and officers directly to the south of the entry 
point. 

AW: Okay. 

KF: Had you gotten any intel to that point as to the subject's activities prior to your arrival? 

MF: Uh, I knew that there was at least 20 people that he had killed. I knew that he had an assault rifle 
of some type. Um, the other intel I had ... ! had been given was uh, there was ... uh, statements that 
he had made that he had explosives in his van that were ... that was in the parking lot and that he 
had a vest on, explosive vest. And that he was also had four explosive vests that he was placing 
on hostages. 

KF: Okay. So just to summarize all that, you knew you had a subject with an assault rifle and he had 
already demonstrated a capability to show accurate and heavy volumes of fires right? 

MF: Absolutely. 

KF: And was also beyond an average level of sophistication in integrating bombs and IED's into his 
plan as well? 

MF: Correct. 

KF: Okay. 

AW: Urn, do you know the location of where the other SWAT team members were positioned? 

MF: Uh, I don't know how many were to the north of the initial breaching point. Most of the other 
officers were somewhere along this southwest comer of the building that were either providing 
cover or assisting victims with uh ... and uh, survivors out of the ... the hole to safety. 

AW: Okay. So basically they was scattered along the ... 

MF: Most .... most were ... 

AW: Towards the (inaudible). 

MF: ... scattered, scattered along to the southwest, correct. 

AW: Okay. 

MF: To the south of the breach point. 

AW: Uh, do you know Lieutenant Smith? 

MF: I do. 
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AW: Were you present when he fired? 

MF: Uh, I believe I was standing uh, within close proximity to him. Um, when he uh, made sure that 
the suspect was down. 

AW: Okay. Did you have a problem with that? 

MF: Not at all. Uh, possible explosive device on him, uh, and ... and ifhe was alive it wouldn't be any 
problem for him to set that off. 

AW: Okay. Alrighty. I don't have any other questions. Can I get you to date and sign that for me? 

MF: Twenty-second correct? 

AW: Yes. Now I forgot to swear you in so I'm going to swear you in ... can I get you to raise your right 
hand? Do you swear the testimony you are about to provide is the truth, the whole ... you 
provided was the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the tmth so help you God? 

MF: Yes. 

AW: Okay. Do you have any questions for me or is there something I failed to ask that you think 
would be pertinent to this investigation? 

MF: Um ... I believe we know that he was uh, executing some of the people that he had in this 
bathroom uh, where the shots that we started to hear from him. Uh, and that we still took 
survivors out of that. .. that bathroom, correct? 

AW: That would be the north restroom. 

MF: The north ... the north bathroom. 

AW: Okay. And that's when, when you say you heard those shots it was approximately between five 
and ten? 

MF: Correct, that I remember. 

AW: Okay alrighty. With that said the time is 1324 hours. We're going to conclude this interview. 

/cf 12/14/2016 
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ALSO PRESENT: FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers 
FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington 
Attorney Jason Bankowitz 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 1422 Hours 

Q: We're on tape. Special Agent Alfonso Williams of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
Today's date is June 21, 2016. Time is approximately 1422 hours. I am FDLE Orlando Regional 
Operations Center reference to FDLE case number OR-27-0258, which is a police use of force 
investigation that began on June 12, 2016 at the Pulse Nightclub located at 1912 South Orange 
A venue. I am conducting the interview with Orange County Sheriff's Office Deputy Gerald 
Anthony Cavis. Conducting the interview with me is Special Agent Craig Beers of the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement and also FBI Special Agent Kevin Farrington. Also present in 
the room is um, Deputy Cavis' attorney, legal counsel Jason Bankowitz. 

Just for the record I'd like to clarify that this is a voluntary statement being conducted as part of 
a criminal investigation to the shooting and you are not being compelled in any way to provide a 
statement. So at any time during these proceedings if you don't want to talk just let me know and 
I'm going to turn off the recorder and you are free to leave, do you understand? 

A: I do. 

Q: Okay again do you understand that this voluntary statement is being taken as part of a criminal 
investigation and not an internal administrative statement? 

A: Ido. 

Q: Okay can I get you to raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you are about to 
provide is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

A: It is. 

1 
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Q: Okay. Prior to this interview have you reviewed any type of video or audio recording as it relates 
to this incident? 

A: I have not. 

Q: Okay. Okay we know you're employed by Orange County Sheriff's Office. How long have you 
employed with them? 

A: About nine years. 

Q: And on the date of the shooting incident were you performing your duties as a deputy? 

A: I was. 

Q: And that's consisting of? 

A: I was a tactical breacher for the Orlando Police SWAT Team. Explosive breacher I guess is the 
term. 

Q: And currently that's your primary job duties? 

A: Yes sir as a bomb tech. 

Q: Describe the uniform you was wearing on that night? 

A: I was wearing my Orange County Sheriff's Office issued tactical uniform which consists of a 
black shirt, that says SHERIFF down both sleeves and it has our emblem on the front. Over that I 
was wearing my entry vest, which says SHERIFF EOD in bright white lettering across a green 
vest and it says SHERIFF EOD in bright white lettering on the back as well. Approximately I'd 
say maybe IO inch font, full chest size. I had my green helmet on, camouflage pants and black 
boots. 

Q: What weapon were you carrying? 

A: I had a UMP 45, submachine gun and a Glock 21 .45. 

Q: Okay just specific for the Glock, how many magazines did you have? 

A: Uh, three. Either three or five, I don't remember ifmy other two were in my bag. But I had two 
on my belt and one in the weapon. 

Q: Okay do you know how many rounds you had in each mag? 

A: Thirteen and one in the chamber. 

Q: Okay what about for the UMP? 
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A: I had two UMP magazines, both of them filled to capacity which they're 25 round magazines 
and one in the chamber. 

Q: Okay so I'm going to turn it over to you now and go from start to end how you became involved 
in this incident. (inaudible). I should have a diagram; excuse me, a chart, sketch of the interior of 
the nightclub. I'm happy to mark your positions so I can track your positions. 

A: Okay. 

Q: Okay. Now I'm going to get you get acclimated to that, are you familiar with that layout? 

A: I am. Our initial approach was on this side here, which is the south side of the building. This is 
where we did our initial approach, and did our breach and our assault was from this side, the 
south side. 

Q: Okay so what I'm going to do is just have you to tell me your story. How you became involved 
in this incident? 

A: Okay. At approximately 3:20 that Sunday morning, I was off but on call. I get called out and I 
respond to the Pulse Nightclub. We originally staged near the intersection of Lucerne and Kaley, 
excuse me. At that time I was briefed that there was an active shooter incident, a high number of 
casualties that the shooter was claiming that he had suicide vests on himself and multiple other 
inc ... explosive devices. We also had intelligence at that time that there was maybe some sort of 
vehicle in play in the parking lot. We didn't know the extent of that. And there was, I think at 
that time it was just rumor, but we were getting information that there was also an active shooter 
of some type uh, at ORMC. So at that point they told me that I was going to be involved with the 
Orlando Police Department SWAT Team that was going to do the assault on Pulse Nightclub. I 
was told at that time that the building construction was hollow block and to build to charge to do 
an explosive breach on that hollow block. At that time several team members and I started 
building a charge, an explosive charge that would go through the hollow block and would allow 
us entry into the building. 

Once we finished that we dressed out, myself, Fred Westerburg, Matt Futch jumped in a truck 
with all our gear and we drove to um, what is that on the south side that goes between Pulse and 
Dunkin Donuts? 

Q: Ester. 

A: Ester, we drive down Ester, we park on Ester and we link up with the SWAT team which is 
already staged uh, in that area somewhere. They tell us the plan, they tell us what they have and 
they go and show the general location where they had figured out the bathrooms are. Where they 
believed the suspect to be and uh, at that time they had intelligence that several live hostages 
were still in these bathrooms back here through texts and calls or whatever. 

So looking at pipes and different things on the outside of the building, we figure out 
approximately where we want to do our entry, where we thing the bathrooms are. I think at that 
time the Orlando police leadership was telling us that they wanted us to breach between the 
bathrooms so we were coming in right on top of him wherever, wherever he was. And that way it 
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would kind of allow us to assess the situation without being um, right there ifhe was ... ifhe was 
in one of the bathrooms. So uh, we do ... we do a successful breach on the ... somewhere in the 
area right here between the bathrooms. And uh ... 

Q: Where? 

A: Somewhere in this area is where our explosive breach was set. There's like a dumpster back 
here. The Bearcat was over here, and uh, at that time, it's like a doorway shape, our breach was 
like a doorway shape, a rectangle. Um, the left side went all the way through, got full penetration 
as it's supposed to. The top and the bottom I think also got full penetration. On one of the sides 
we hit poured concrete with rebar, which the explosive that we built isn't powerful enough to 
break through re bar. It flexes, re bar flex and the poured concrete obviously absorbed a lot of that 
blast. 

So it was enough of a penetration that I could get a gun in there and see what was going on. But 
uh, obviously it wasn't a large enough hole that we could pull bodies through or make an entry 
on. So the OPD guys started hooking up their ram to the front of their Bearcat and they came 
around and started pushing the block in that we had cracked and broken out there to make a 
larger hole. Um, so we clear that hole as best we can and there's a bunch ... a bunch of live 
hostages inside that hole. We start pulling them out. We probably pulled ten or twelve people 
throughout that hole, injured but. .. but still alive or not injured whatever ... still alive. We go 
down and we make ... make another hole, same thing, get a couple more people out, clear the best 
we can. Go back down, make another hole, I believe it was in the third hole, I don't know for 
sure, i ... l can't remember specifically but in one of the holes that we made farther down, um, we 
were pulling people out and we hear shooting coming from farther in. So obviously now it's an 
active shooter situation and we need to move to him. So we get. .. as we get the final people out 
of that area, um, the suspect presents himself in that hole and comes out shooting at us. Armed 
with a, at that time I only saw the long gun, the rifle. And he comes out shooting at us, firing 
several rounds and we returned fire. 

Q: Okay, keep going. 

A: Um, at that point um, I move up, I'm pretty close to the hole right then, I'm one of the first two 
or three guys on the hole when we ... when we get in that firefight. And uh, being that I'm the 
bomb tech assigned to the team and our intelligence was that he had a suicide vest on or some 
sort of explosive device, I immediately move up to assess him. When I get up to him, Fred and I 
are together, Fred Westerburg and I are together. We look down and we see a power source, 
looked like it was six volt battery. And again it's funny how the mind works, uh, I thought it was 
on the ... the ankle and it looked to me like there were wires. To this day I will swear 100 percent 
I saw leads coming off that battery. When the robot team went down and assessed it later on, 
they said they didn't see any wires. You know when we were actually manipulating the body 
with the robot and stuff. To this day I will swear that I saw wires. 

So I look in, I see wires, I see a power source. I tell the SWAT team to back up because it 
appears to me that he does have a device on, that he has a power source on. Um, I think at that 
time I just did a real basic check of his hands to see if he had a dead-man switch or something 
like that and I think I just uh, you either just barely lifted his shirt or just barely touched his mid 
region to see if I felt any kind of device on his person. Um, I don't remember if I looked up his 
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pant leg or touched his legs but I just did something real quick. I don't remember exactly what 
my actions were but it was very, very quick and very, very nonintrusive. It was just a quick 
check to make sure that there wasn't something that needed immediate intervention so it didn't 
blow up. 

At that time I didn't see anything. Right then I don't think Fred did either. We .. .I forget what our 
communication was but we decided to leave that where it was and keep moving. And at that 
time we continued the operation. I think we made one or two more holes further down. I 
don't. .. I don't know how many more people they pulled out farther down because 1...1 stayed 
with him, Fred covered long in that hole. I covered another hole and uh, remained with the team 
that stayed to the ... to the south side. Um, after that ... after they pretty much decide that we got 
everybody that we could, all the live hostages out of this side here, we regroup. Um, I know you 
guys probably don't want to hear this, I reloaded my magazines cause I only had two for my 
submachine gun. So I reloaded my magazine cause I was going back in, grabbed some water, 
grabbed a snack or whatever and went for the second briefing. The briefing was that we needed 
to make a full entry and ensure that there was no one else injured inside, nobody that was savable 
and clear all the casualties for devices. Cause like I said in the initial intelligence they said that 
uh, he had put explosive devices, I think ... I think they specifically said vests. I don't remember 
uh, for sure on the hostages. So we wanted to go in and clear each body and make sure, one that 
everybody that was still in there was dead and two, that they didn't have any devices on them. 

So myself and Fred and a team consisting of FBI SW AT and OPD SWAT as cover members 
made the entry. They started clearing the bodies and doing a general search for booby traps or 
devices that would pose an immediate threat, something that needed to be dealt with right there. 
If it's not something that needs to be dealt with immediately we can come back with a robot and 
deal with it remotely so we're not risking a tech. But we wanted to make sure there was nothing 
right then and two that there wasn't anybody injured inside that was hiding. So we go in and we 
conduct a search. Um, we go right in through the front door and uh, conduct a search and Fred 
splits up with a team. He goes ... he goes over to this area. And I go in here. I think where the 
majority of the bodies were and I start searching and checking the casualties, the victims to 
ensure that they don't have any explosive devices on them. Most of them was just a general pat 
down or a visual. Um, I also moved some furniture around, doing some general checks for you 
know trip wires or any kind of devices that would have been set as secondary devices or at that 
time it actually would have been a primary device. Something that would have been set up 
for. .. for first responders. Um, I didn't find anything. When I went in the bathroom I noticed that 
the emergency lighting had fallen during the incident and broken open the sink. At that time I 
saw a power source, I saw a battery, I saw circuit and wire and stuff and there was like 
something on top of it. I thought I had a device. Tell my cover team to back out and I go hands 
on and I see that it's the exact same battery that we saw on Mateen and at that time I saw the rest 
of the lighting and I realize that that wasn't a power source on him from a device, it was from the 
emergency lighting. You know like the exit signs with the two spot lights. I guess it was a power 
source from there and I think from the breach it fell on him and of course, cop luck it just falls 
perfectly like ... so it looks like its ... its' on his person you know. So I call that out on the radio 
and let them know that I think the power source from him is the same power source I have in the 
bathroom. Clear that. Um, I think from that area, after I checked there was probably ... there was 
probably upwards of 20 people in here. And uh, like I've said before the blood ... the blood was 
so deep in there that like when I would get down on my hands and knees to check for a trip wire, 
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check underneath furniture something like that, that like my hand would be covered in blood. I 
mean it was ... it was bad in there. 

So I cleared it the best I can in there. Go out on the patio. Um, there's another victim laying dead 
out here. Clear him; take a look at a couple of bags over here. There's like some propane tanks 
and stuff in this corner, cause they had like a fry station set up where they were making like 
empanadas or whatever. So I check all that the best I can. Um, move around to the back, check 
back here. Nothing out of the norm as far as the incident. You know nothing of explosive nature. 
Um, and then I think from there once we did a general clearance. Check the upstairs, checked the 
whole building. I think from there we went back outside because the robot guys wanted to clear 
Mateen. Cause again, since we had all our people out there and there was nobody injured inside 
or nobody left alive inside we could remotely do that and if it blew up obviously we're not going 
to hurt or kill anybody. 

So the robot starts manipulating him, and they cleared him the best they can. And then i ... myself 
and uh, Fred gets sent in for a third time this time with a mobile x-ray to start clearing the bags 
and packages that we couldn't safely clear that we didn't need to initially clear on our first entry. 
So like there's backpacks all over the place and uh, things people have dropped. Um, different 
packages that we wanted to x-ray before we opened to ensure that there was nothing in there. So 
we went back in and took some x-rays. Took some pictures. Did some more clearing um, did 
secondary searches, came back outside. I think that was about it for our involvement. Um, the 
next time we went in again Fred and I we go in with the FBI evidence people and I think some 
people from the medical ... I don't know they were ... they were crime scene people. And just do a 
general walkthrough with them to kind of go over some things that we noticed and walk through 
the crime scene with them and point out magazines and stuff that we found. What we knew 
would be ours and what we thought was the suspect's. Um, furniture we moved, bodies we 
moved, stuff like that. 

Q: Okay going back. When you ... where were you standing when you first saw the subject appear in 
that hole? 

A: I was on the side. I was over here somewhere. 

Q: Put your initials there. 

A: Okay. 

Q: So when you saw him up here in that hole you saw him with a weapon? 

A: I saw, at the time what I thought was a rifle barrel come through the hole and I could just see part 
of ... part of him, somebody holding a rifle. 

Q: Okay. Okay ... 

A: But I could hear the shooting and see the muzzle flash. 

Q: Saw the muzzle flash. Do you know how many rounds you fired? 
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A: Approximately ten. 

Q: Which weapon did you fire? 

A: My UMP. 

Q: Okay. Did you fire your other weapon? 

A: I did not. 

Q: Anybody fire that weapon? 

A: Someone did. 

Q: Okay tell me about that one. 

A: Uh, once we were on the objective, uh, my partner Matt Futch notifies me at that time that he 
doesn't have a firearm with him. So uh, well let me go back. Initially while we're starting to 
work the hole, I feel somebody uh, tugging on my belt. And I look back and it's Matt and he says 
he needs my gun. So that's not the time or place to have the argument or ask questions. Well 
we're in a hot zone, he needs a firearm, I give him my Glock 21 .45 and uh, during the firefight 
he fired with that. 

Q: Okay at what point did you give him the weapon? 

A: I want to say it was right after the initial breach. 

Q: Okay. 

A: But I'm not positive about that. I don't know where the timeline fell. 

Q: I think I asked ... how many rounds did you fire. 

A: Approximately ten. 

Q: Approximately ten. Okay the sequence of. .. of the holes, of the breach. Okay ... 

A: We started on the ... 

Q: I've got one here. Do you know where the second? 

A: We worked ... we worked our way down. So if you go ... go to the back of that building, we 
worked from left to right. In that order. 

Q: Okay. 

A: So those holes are in order going down. 
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Q: Okay now when you saw the suspect appear in the hole, uh, did he say anything? 

A: I didn't hear it if he did. 

Q: And you said ... you say him, you saw the barrel ofa long gun and you saw the muzzle flash. 

A: And I heard ... ! heard the shooting. 

Q: You heard the shooting. 

A: We heard shooting before, did I say this part? We heard shooting before we saw him. Did I go 
over that? I don't remember. 

Q: I don't recall. 

A: So as we're pulling those last people out of the hole that we eventually made contact with him in, 
we heard shooting in that hole before we see him and so we're already thinking that we're going 
to have to go to him. But before we get the chance to get the people out of the way and move to 
contact he comes to us. 

Q: Could you just draw the hole? Put a circle ... not to scale, but which spot you think ya'll observed 
(inaudible). 

A: I want to say it was like the second or third hole. I don't know man. 

Q: Did you put a circle? 

A: (inaudible). 

Q: To the best of you ... 

A: It's somewhere ... somewhere in here it's going to be a big circle, somewhere in here but I don't 
remember which hole it is. 

Q: Where were you taking the victims out ofthe ... when you heard the shooting. You said you were 
pulling victims out. What hole where they coming out of when you heard the shooting? 

A: I believe we were pulling victims out of the same hole he came out of. 

Q: Oh okay. 

A: I don't think, and again, looking back on it, you know you don't know. But I don't think we 
moved on to another hole until we pulled all of the victims out of a hole. Does that make sense? 

Q: Yes. 

A: So I think we made a hole, pulled everybody out that we could, started on another hole. Pulled 
everybody out of there, started on another hole. I don't think at any time we were still pulling 
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hostages out of one hole and another team was breaching a second hole or a third hole or 
whatever. I don't think that that that occurred but again you get so ... so tunnel visioned if I was 
pulling hostages out of one hole I might not know or remember what happened with the other 
team. 

Q: Okay during this what was going through your mind? 

A: Uh, at what point? During the shooting? 

Q: During the shooting yes. 

A: Well obviously I was in fear for my life and the life of my team members so we had to respond 
accordingly. 

Q: Okay and based on that, that's the reason why you used deadly force? 

A: Right, I was in great fear for my life and the life of my team members. 

Q: Okay. 

A: It was apparent at that point that he was trying to kill us. 

Q: Okay. Um, you said you were positioned here when you fired? Like close to the wall? 

A: I was on that side of the ... 

Q: (inaudible). 

A: ... yeah I was .. .! was close to the wall. 

Q: Okay. 

A: I was off of it a little bit, off of it a couple of feet maybe from here to this wall. And uh, to this 
side of it where I had it, I was ... 

Q: Was anybody to your left that you remember? Do you remember. .. 

A: Yeah there were several people over there cause like uh ... 

Q: (inaudible) 

A: Like this is the wall we're working and I'm stacked up on this ... this side and we're pulling 
hostages out. Obviously like the Bearcat and other team members and everybody would have 
been over there. I think Matt Futch and an OPD guy were covering the holes from a ... from a 
dumpster that was over there. So there were definitely people, like if this is the hole, there were 
definitely people off that way. 
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Q: Okay. Was anybody to your right or were you pretty much next to the wall pretty much 
(inaudible). 

A: Uh, I think Tim ... Tim and I were close but I don't remember uh, again it was so fluid man. I 
don't remember which hole we switched cause again, he would be pulling people out and I 
would drag them to a safe location and I would go up and drag or pull people out and he would 
drag them. It was ... it was all very, very fluid. 

Q: Yeah. 

A: So I don't remember at what exact point things happened because it was such a ... so fast moving 
and so fluid. I can't say for sure. I know that doesn't answer your question at all. 

Q: No that's fine. I'm just trying to figure out where everybody was standing cause there was a lot 
of movement and uh, every person we ask ... we ask where were you standing, who was next to 
you because we want to see where they were set up./ 

A: Right. 

Q: During the shooting. 

A: I was .. .! was probably, the person that I remember the clearest being with me on that side is 
Tim. 

Q: Okay. That's it. 

Q: Um, just Tim Stanley? 

A: Tim Stanley. 

Q: Okay. Do you remember I know you had said that you heard before you moved up on the 
structure that there was multiple casualties? 

A: Yeah I think my initial report and you know it's kind of funny looking back on it. I think when I 
first got called somebody said that they had 20 dead. And I remember getting dressed on the 
callout and I don't know if you guys have ever been on a specialty teams, your initial callout is 
always the worst thing on the planet. Oh it's blood and guts and gore and there's people dead all 
that. So I remember getting that call like 20 dead really? There ain't 20 people dead, this is 
ridiculous. There's probably, there may be 20 people shot but there ain't no way 20 ... telling my 
wife, "this is the kind of shit I'm talking about babe, 20 people dead, give me a break". And uh, 
it was more than twice as bad, you know. 

Q: Did you get any information about the type of weapons the subject had? 

A: Explosive devices, wire, we heard active shooter, so we knew he was armed with a firearm and 
at that time we had everything ... everybody was telling us explosive devices. Um, obviously 
specifically we heard he had a vest on and we heard specifically he was putting vests or devices 
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on hostages. But I didn't. .. at that point, I did not specifically know "oh he has a Glock or he has 
a long gun" whatever. 

Q: And did you been getting any kind of information feed on what was going on with 911 calls or 
did you hear anything about talking about groups he was affiliated with or anything like that 
before you (inaudible). 

A: At that. .. at that time I don't think I did. I heard it during the callout obviously but !think that 
was during the second briefing when they were saying "oh he's claiming this or claiming that or" 
I might have had it at that point to be honest with you. I can't say for sure. 

Q: And obviously your primary focus is the explosive devices and dealing with ... 

A: Hostage rescue was our primary focus. If there was anybody left inside, getting live people out, 
save what lives we possibly can was our primary focus. And obviously my specific role in that 
mission is to mitigate explosive devices. 

Q: Okay. (inaudible). 

Q: Do you have any questions for me? Is there anything I failed to ask that you think would be 
pertinent to this investigation? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay alright with that said the time is ... 

Q: Yeah just sign ... ifyou could just sign and date your sketch there. 

Q: Alright the time is 1440 hours. We're going to conclude the interview. 

/cf 4/16/2019 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney, Ninth Circuit 
Orange Collllty State Attorney Office 
415 North Orange Avenue 
Orlando, Florida 32801 

Dear State Attorney Ayala: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

5525 West Gray Street 
Tampa, FL 33609 
July 23, 2018 

Following up on my letters dated April 20, 2018 and Jlllle 26, 2018 regarding the FBl's loan 
of documents to your office, a question arose as to whether notes compiled during your office's review of 
those loaned documents and for purposes of your investigation would also be considered to be the property of 
the FBI. Like the original documents, the FBI does consider any such notes to be information compiled for 
law enforcement purposes which could reasonably be expected to Interfere with enforcement proceedings since 
they derive from loaned FBI property. As such, those notes should not be further used or disseminated outside 
your agency without the written approval of the FBI. 

As a general principle, the fact that state agencies or municipalities either receive or have 
been provided access to Federal Government record information does not, in any way, diminish the Federal 
Government's ownership rights and control of that information. Federal Government records may be released 
only in confonnance with the provisions of federal laws and regulations, including the Freedom of Information 
Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a, as well as applicable civil and criminal 
discovery privileges. The loan of the requested records to your office, for example, falls within a compatible 
routine use exception allowed for under the Privacy Act. Short of a court order compelling the FBI to release 
these records, it is possible that their release could, even in the context of pretrial discovery or as evidence at 
trial, constitute a violation of the Privacy Act and require a Privacy Protection Order to be entered incident 
thereto. Consequently, it is respectfully requested that your office advise the FBI or the U.S. Attorney's Office 
of any intended release of FBI records which are currently or which hereafter come into your possession. 

Furthermore, these or any other FBI records that have been loaned to your office, should not 
become part of the investigative file or your prosecution file or otherwise retained in a manner where they 
would become part of a Florida system of state records such that they would be subject to release under the 
Public Records Law without first consulting with the FBI. Should FBI records in your possession be 
determined to be responsive to a records request, please notify the FBI as soon as possible. Your assistance 
and cooperation in regard to these matters is appreciated. Should you have any questions, please contact me at 
407-838-2655. 

?!=:re~/ JJ C 
Ronald J. Hopper 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge 
FBI Tampa 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

Aramis D. Ayala 
State Attorney, Ninth Circuit 
Orange County State Attorney Office 
415 North Orange Avenue 
Orlando, Florida 3280 I 

Dear State Attorney Ayala: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau oflnvcstigation 

5525 West Gray Street 
Tampa, FL 33609 
April 20, 20 I 8 

The FBI Laboratory Report is being loaned to your office for purposes of your 
investigation and remains the property of the FBL As such, it should not be further used or disseminated 
outside your agency without the written approval of the FBI. 

As a general principle, the fact that state agencies or municipalities either receive or have 
been provided access to Federal Government record information does not, in any way, diminish the 
Federal Government's ownership rights and control of that information. Federal Government records may 
be released only in conformance with the provisions of federal laws and regulations, including the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a, as 
well as applicable civil and criminal discovery privileges. The loan of the requested records to your 
office, for example, falls within a compatible routine use exception allowed for under the Privacy Act. 
Short ofa court order compelling the FBI to release these records, it is possible that their release could, 
even in the context of pretrial discovery or as evidence at trial, constitute a violation of the Privacy Act 
and require a Privacy Protection Order to be entered incident thereto. Consequently, it is respectfully 
requested that your office advise the FBI or the U.S. Attorney's Office of any intended release of FBI 
records which are currently or which hereafter come into your possession. 

Furthermore, these or any other FBI records that have been loaned to your office, should 
not become part of the investigative file or your prosecution file or otherwise retained in a manner where 
they would become part·of a Florida system of state records such that they would be subject to release 
under the Public Records Law without first consulting with the FBI. Should FBI records in your 
possession be determined to be responsive to a records request, please notify the FBI as soon as possible. 
Your assistance and cooperation in regard to these matters is appreciated. Should you have any questions, 
please contact me at 407-838-2655. 

Sincerely Yours, 

~ RL: 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge 
FBI Tampa 
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ST A TEMENT OF: Officer Adam Gruler 

ST A TEMENT TAKEN BY: Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

April 22, 2019 

IR16-46 

ALSO PRESENT: Shawn Dunlap 

0934 Hours STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Q: This will be an interview with Officer Adam Gruler. This interview· is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs section. Today's 
date is April 22, 2019, and the time is now 0934 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

SD: Shawn Dunlap. 

Q: Officer Gruler there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any questions. 
This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of Police. This 
investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this interview cannot be 
used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to Chapter 837 Florida 
Statutes regarding perjury. Officer Gruler are you now on duty? 

A: I am, yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Dwain Rivers. The nature of this inquiry is to ensure 
compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures 
and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates to the 
circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 hours 
and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't 
interview yet and all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and 
any audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of 
material fact relevant to this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and 
review. Now that you have any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have 
any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: I do not. 

Q: Are you .. .I provided you an administrative investigative interview waiver, will you be signing 
that for bus today? 

A: Yes. 

Q: 22nd
. Thank you. 

Officer Gruler and Representative Dunlap do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: I do not. 

SD: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: I do not. 

SD: No. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. Please state and spell your 
first and last name for the record. 

A: Adam T. Gruler, G-r-u-1-e-r? 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 
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A: Almost 18 years. 

Q: And what is your current assignment? 

A: I'm assigned to the International Airport at Orlando as a K-9 handler. 

Q: Okay and what was your assignment the night of June 12, 2016? 

A: Special Operations Division, Traffic Homicide Unit. 

Q: And how was it that you were at the place? Were you working on your regular assignment or 
were you working in an extra-duty capacity? 

A: Extra-duty capacity. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the file provided to you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an incident that occurred at Pulse Nightclub, 1912 South 
Orange Avenue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference that 
incident? 

A: I did, yes. 

Q: Did you review that statement? 

A: I did. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: It is. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: I do not. 

Q: Mr. Dunlap? 
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SD: No. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0938 hours. 

LG/cf 4/22/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: ___.,_~~-7"1-~V~U__,_/ e_rc ________ IR# 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

( e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: 



STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Lieutenant Scott Smith 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 17, 2019 

IR16-46 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

FOP Representative Ted Butler 

1039 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Lieutenant Scott Smith. This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's 
date is April 17, 2019, and the time is now I 039 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

TB: Ted Butler with the Florida State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police. 

Q: Lieutenant Smith there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 83 7 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Lieutenant Smith you are a principal in this 
investigation. Are you now on duty? 

A: Yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of this investigation and this 
inquiry concern alleged violations of RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws (B) Obedience to 
Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry 
also relates to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place June I 2, 20 I 6, 
between 0200 hours and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: !do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements 
including all other existing subject officers' statements and all other existing evidence including, 
but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video recordings relating to the incident 
under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to this investigation has been 
intentionally kept from your intention and review. Now that you have any opportunity to review 
the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning 
the interview? 

A: No. 

Q: Lieutenant Smith and Representative Butler do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: No. 

TB: No ma'am. 

Q: Um um. Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the 
FOP contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

TB: No ma'am. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. And did you sign the 
investigative, administrative investigative waiver prior to beginning your interview? 

A: I did. 

Q: Please state and spell your first and last name for the record. 

A: Scott Smith, S-c-o-t-t, S-m-i-t-h. 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: A little over 26 years. 
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Q: And what is your current rank and assignment? 

A: Lieutenant. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: I did. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an active shooter situation at Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange Avenue? 

A: I was. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the FDLE reference that incident? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Did you review that statement? 

A: I did. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: It is. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Mr. Butler did you have anything? 

TB: No ma'am. 

Q: This concludes the interview at I 043 hours. 

LG/cf 4/17/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: ---=S :..........:c"'"----'=oe..__(_ \ __ 5 _Vv\__ '--_4h_,____.,.,____ __ 1R # 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation . All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements , 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

s;goat,,ec ~-- Date: t'. -I ? - /9 



ST A TEMENT OF: 

ST A TEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
ST A TEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Sergeant 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 24, 2019 

IR16-46 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Randy Thames 

1037 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Sergeant This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's 
date is April 24, 2019, and the time is now 103 7 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

RT: Randy Thames. 

Q: Sergeant - there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding pe1jury. Sergeant - you are a principal in this 
investigation. Are you now on duty? 

A: Yes I am. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of this investigation is to 
ensure compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and 
Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates 
to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 
hours and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements and all other existing evidence including, 
but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video recordings relating to the incident 
under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to this investigation has been 
intentionally kept from your attention and review. Now that you have had an opportunity to 
review the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable witnesses before 
beginning the interview? 

A: No, I do not. 

Q: I presented you with an administrative investigative interview waiver; did you sign that for 
today. 

A: I did. 

Q: Okay thank you. Sergeant - and Representative Thames do you have any questions or 
concerns prior to the start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: I do not. 

RT: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statue 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

RT: We reserve the right to raise any such issues in the grievance or arbitration process. 

Q: I understand you're reserving your rights. As of today would you like to go forward with the 
interview? 

RT: Yes. 

Q: For the record this an official investigation and not a formality. 
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Please state and spell your first and last name for the record. 

A: 

Q: And what is your current assignment? 

A: I am a supervisor at the Metropolitan Bureau of Investigation. 

Q: And what was your assignment at the time of the incident on June 12, 2016, at Pulse Nightclub? 

A: My regular duties, at that time I was supervisor in the Drug Enforcement Division. 

Q: And was your assignment as it related to this incident? 

A: That particular evening I was working off duty, but I'm also a member of the Orlando Police 
SWAT Team. 

Q: So you responded to this incident as a member of the SWAT team? 

A: Initially no, as an Orlando police officer in the area responding to a Signal 43 call. 

Q: And then at some point you ... ya'll were activated, the SWAT team was activated? 

A: I transitioned into the SWAT realm, yes. 

Q: Okay. Did you have any opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: I did. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an incident that occurred at Pulse Nightclub, located at 
1912 South Orange A venue? 

A: I was. 

Q: Did you give a sworn statement to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference this 
incident? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Did you have a chance to review that statement today? 

A: I did. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: It is. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 
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A: No, I do not. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No, I do not. 

Q: Mr. Thames? 

RT: I don't have any questions. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 1042 hours. 

LG/cf 4/25/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: IR# 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: Date: l-1 / '2'1 / l °' ---- --1-,--11---------



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Officer Raul Rivas 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: April 25, 2019 

IR16-46 RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: Randy Thames 

0736 Hours STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Q: This will be an interview with Officer Raul Rivas. This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's 
date is April 25, 2019, and the time is now 0736 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

RT: Randy Thames. 

Q: Officer Rivas there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any questions. 
This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of Police. This 
investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this interview cannot be 
used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to Chapter 83 7 Florida 
Statutes regarding perjury. Officer Rivas you are a principal in this investigation. Are you now 
on duty? 

A: Yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of this investigation is to 
ensure compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and 
Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates 
to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 
hours and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements and all other existing evidence including, 
but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video recordings relating to the incident 
under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to this investigation has been 
intentionally kept from your attention and review. Now that you have had an opportunity to 
review the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable witnesses before 
beginning the interview? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative investigative interview waiver that 1 provided for you? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Officer Rivas and Representative Thames do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

RT: No. 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statue l 12.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

RT: We reserve the right to raise any such issues in the grievance or arbitration process if necessary. 

Q: I understand you're reserving your rights. As of today would you like to go forward with the 
interview? 

RT: Yes. 

A: Yes. 

Q: For the record this an official investigation and not a formality. 

Please state and spell your first and last name for the record. 
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A: Raul Rivas. R-i-v-a-s. 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: Twenty-six years. 

Q: What is your current assignment? 

A: I'm assigned to the Fugitive Investigative Unit. 

Q: What was your assignment at the time of the incident that occurred on June 12, 20 I 6, as it relates 
to this incident? 

A: Still assigned to the Fugitive Investigative Unit, also SW AT team. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an incident that occurred at Pulse Nightclub, at 1912 
South Orange A venue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you give a sworn statement to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference that 
incident? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Did you review that statement? 

A: Yes. 

Q: ls it true and correct? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Mr. Thames do you have anything? 
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RT: I do not. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0740 hours. 

LG/cf 4/25/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F .S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

( d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

( e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: ~~ __ v____,,/4'----------Date: -----------'---~'-----1~---'------~>----/--/'------L; Cf_._ 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

ST A TEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Q: 

A: 

This will be an interview with Detective? 

Sure. 

Detective 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 18, 2019 

IR16-46 

Shawn Dunlap 

0924 Hours 

Q: This interview is being conducted by Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando 
Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's date is April I 8, 2019, and the time is now 
0924 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

SD: Shawn Dunlap. 

Q: Detective -here are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Detective Easterling you are a principal in this 
investigation. Are you now on duty? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: The complaining, I'm sorry the inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of 
this investigation and this inquiry concern alleged violations of RM2O0-8 (A) Obedience to Laws 
(B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly 
Force. This inquiry also relates to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place 
June 12, 2016, between 0200 hours and 0500 hours. 
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I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 

Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements 
including all other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't 
interview yet and all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and 
any audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of 
material fact relevant to this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and 
review. Now that you have any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have 
any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative investigative waiver that I presented to you prior to this 
interview? 

A: I have not signed that yet. 

Q: Okay. Is it my understanding that you're going to sign the waiver? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Okay. Detective-and Representative Dunlap do you have any questions or concerns 
prior to the start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: No ma'am. 

SD: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No ma'am. 
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SD: No. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a fonnality. Please state and spell your 
first and last name for the record. 

A: 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: This is my 25th year. 

Q: And what is your current assignment? 

A: DEA Task Force. 

Q: And what was your assignment at the time of the incident? 

A: At the time I was on duty as a SWAT officer. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, did you respond to a situation at Pulse Nightclub located at 912 South Orange 
Avenue? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference that 
incident? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review that statement? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: Absolutely. 

Q: Do you wish to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No ma'am. 
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Q: Mr. Dunlap? 

SD: No. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0928 hours. 

LG/cf 4/19/2019 



Officer 

Violati 

ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, lncident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, 1 have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
ldentif 

Signature: ~ Date: ~4-----'--~ I 8'_____._-/j___,____• _ 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Special Agent Tim Stanley 

Investigator Lashon Goins ST A TEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 24, 2019 

IR16-46 

Randy Thames 

0857 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with ... what's your new title sir? 

A: Special Agent. 

Q: With Special Agent Tim Stanley. This interview is being conducted by Investigator Lashon 
Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's date is April 24, 
2019, and the time is now 0857 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

RT: Randy Thames. 

Q: Special Agent Stanley there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. You are a principal in this investigation. 

The inquiring party in this inquiry is Dwain Rivers. The nature of this inquiry is to ensure 
compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures 
and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. 
Where do you currently work? 

A: Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
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Q: So as of what date did you stop working at the Orlando Police Department? 

A: January I. 

Q: Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: You have been provided for your review, the complaint, all witness statements, including all 
other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't interview yet and 
all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video 
recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to 
this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and review. Now that you have 
any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable 
witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative investigative interview waiver prior to this interview starting? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns prior to the start of this interview process regarding this 
investigation? 

A: No. 

Q: Mr. Thames? 

RT: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

RT: Reserve the right to raise any violations in either the grievance or arbitration process. 

Q: As of today would like to go forward with your interview? 

RT: Yes. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. 

Please state and spell your first and last name for the record. 

A: Timothy William Stanley. 

2 
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Q: And where are your currently assigned again, I'm sorry? 

A: Currently work with Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 

Q: And where were you employed on June 12, 2016? 

A: Orlando Police Department. 

Q: We're here in reference to IR16-46, an incident that occurred at 1912 South Orange Avenue at 
Pulse Nightclub. Were you involved in this incident? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What was your assignment as it relates to that incident on that evening? 

A: SWAT team. 

Q: Did yon have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference this 
incident? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you review the statement and is it true and correct? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you w~nt to clarify anything within your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Mr. Thames do you have anything? 

RT: I de not. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0901 hours. 

LG/cf 4/24/2019 

3 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

/(a-40 
Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements , 
and all other existing evidence, including , but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer , dismissal , or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1 . I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: 



ST A TEMENT OF: 

ST A TEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 17, 2019 

IR16-46 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

FOP Representative Ted Butler 

0937 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow. This interview is being conducted 
by Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. 
Today's date is April 17, 2019, and the time is now 0937 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

TB: Ted Butler with the Florida State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police. 

Q: Lieutenant Bigelow there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Lieutenant Bigelow you are a principal in this 
investigation. Are you now on duty? 

A: I am. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of this investigation and this 
inquiry concern alleged violations of RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws (B) Obedience to 
Policies and Procedures and Other Written Directives and RMS00-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry 
also relates to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place June I 2, 20 I 6, 
between 0200 hours and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements 
including all other existing subject officers' statements and all other existing evidence including, 
but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video recordings relating to the incident 
under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to this investigation has been 
intentionally kept from your intention and review. Now that you have any opportunity to review 
the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable witnesses that you would 
like to be interviewed before beginning the interview? 

A: I do not. 

Q: I'm sorry. Lieutenant Bigelow and Representative Butler do you have any questions or concerns 
prior to the start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: I do not. 

TB: I have one question. Mr. Rivers, what is his title? 

A: He is the Internal Affairs manager. 

TB: Thank you, thank you ma'am. 

Q: Um um. Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the 
FOP contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: I do not. 

TB: No ma'am. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. Please state and spell your first 
and last name for the record. 

A: Jonathan Bigelow. B-i-g-e-1-o-w. 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: Since December 11, 2001. 
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Q: And your current assignment? 

A: Lieutenant of the Special Enforcement Division. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: I did. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an active shooter situation at Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange Avenue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the FDLE reference that incident? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you review that statement? 

A: I did. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: It is. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative investigative waiver form that I provided you to review prior to 
your interview? 

A: I did. 

Q: Mr. Butler did you have any questions? 

TB: No thank you. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0941 hours. 

LG/cf 4/17/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint , all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation , 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal , or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer , including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared , and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends , following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part , this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 



STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 23, 2019 

Adam Krudo 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 0935 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Officer? 

A: Ricardo Duenas 

Q: This interview is being conducted by Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police 
Department Internal Affairs section. Today's date is April 23, 2019, and the time is now 0935 
hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

AK: Adam Krudo. 

Q: Officer Duenas there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Officer Duenas you are a principal in this 
investigation. Are you now on duty? 

A: Yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Dwain Rivers. The nature of this inquiry is to ensure 
compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures 
and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates to the 
circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 hours 
and 0500 hours. 
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order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 

Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't 
interview yet and all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and 
any audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of 
material fact relevant to this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and 
review. Now that you have any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have 
any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: No ma'am I do not. 

Q: I presented you with an administrative investigative interview waiver; do you wish to sign this 
waiver? 

A: Yes. 

Q: 23'd ... thank you. 

Officer Duenas and Representative Krudo do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: No ma'am. 

AK: No ma'am. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No ma'am. 

AK: No. 
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Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. Please state and spell your 
first and last name for the record. 

A: Ricardo Duenas, R-i-c-a-r-d-o, D-u-e-n-a-s. 

Q: How long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: A little over five years. 

Q: What's your current assignment? 

A: Patrol on Bravo Alpha days. 

Q: And what was your assignment at the time of the incident that occurred on June 12, 20167 

A: I was a part of the assault team on the SWAT team. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an incident that occurred at Pulse Nightclub located at 
1912 South Orange Avenue? 

A: Yes I was. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reference that 
incident? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Did you review your statement? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: ls it true and correct? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your FDLE statement? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No ma'am. 

Q: Mr. Krudo do you have anything to add or. .. 



Chief Rolon 
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A: No ma'am. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0939 hours. 

LG/cf 4/23/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: D l Je,Y\ 2...S 
""' 

IR# 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal , or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preseNed in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be inteNiewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: 



ST A TEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
ST A TEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Andrew Bishop 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 22, 2019 

IR16-46 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Shawn Dunlap 

0921 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Officer Andrew Bishop. This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs section. Today's 
date is April 22, 2019, and the time is now 0921 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

SD: Shawn Dunlap. 

Q: Officer Bishop there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Officer Bishop are you now on duty? 

A: Yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Dwain Rivers. The nature of this investigation is to ensure 
compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures 
and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates to the 
circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 hours 
and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: I do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't 
interview yet and all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and 
any audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of 
material fact relevant to this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and 
review. Now that you have any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have 
any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: No I do not. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative investigative interview waiver? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Officer Bishop and Representative Dunlap do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: No I do not. 

SD: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

SD: No. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. Please state and spell your 
first and last name for the record. 

A: Andrew Bishop, A-n-d-r-e-w, B-i-s-h-o-p. 

Q: And how long have you been with the Orlando Police Department? 

A: Twenty-four plus years. 
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Q: And what is your current assignment? 

A: I'm assigned to the School Resource Officer Unit. 

Q: What was your assignment at the time of the incident that occurred on July (sic) 12, 2016? 

A: I was assigned to the School Resource Officer Unit. 

Q: And you responded as ... in what capacity? 

A: As a SW AT operator. 

Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in an incident that occurred at Pulse Nightclub, 1912 South 
Orange Avenue? 

A: Yes I was. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview to the FDLE reference this incident? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Did you review the statement that you provided to them? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Mr. Dunlap? 

SD: No. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0926 hours. 

LG/cf 4/22/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

IR# 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d) The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed, whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

(e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: 



STATEMENT OF: 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

Sergeant 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

April 19, 2019 

IR16-46 

STATEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 

Randy Thames 

0847 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Sergeant This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs section. Today's 
date is April 19, 2019, and the time is now 0847 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

RT: Randy Thames. 

Q: Sergeant llllllllthere are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any 
questions. This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of 
Police. This investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this 
interview cannot be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to 
Chapter 837 Florida Statutes regarding perjury. Sergeant~re you now on duty? 

A: Yes. 

Q: This .. .I'm sorry, the inquiring party in this inquiry is Dwain Rivers. The nature of this inquiry is 
to ensure compliance with RM200-8 ... 200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies 
and Procedures and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also 
relates to the circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, 
between 0200 hours and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 
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Additionally Chapter I 12, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: Ido. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements, except for the officers that I haven't 
interview yet and all other existing evidence including, but not limited to, incident reports and 
any audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation. No information of 
material fact relevant to this investigation has been intentionally kept from your intention and 
review. Now that you have any opportunity to review the aforementioned case file, do you have 
any additional identifiable witnesses before beginning the interview? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you sign the administrative ... the administrative investigative interview waiver? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Sergeant -and Representative Thames do you have any questions or concerns prior to the 
start of this interview process regarding this investigation? 

A: No. 

RT: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

RT: We reserve the right to raise such issues in the grievance or arbitration process. 

Q: I understand you're reserving your rights, as of today would you like to go forward with the 
interview? 

RT: Yes. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. Please state your first and last 
and rank. 
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Q: Did you have an opportunity to review the case file provided to you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: On June 12, 2016, were you involved in a situation that occurred at Pulse Nightclub, 1912 South 
Orange Avenue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you give a sworn interview statement to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
reference that incident? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you review the statements that you provided to FDLE? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is it true and correct? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you want to clarify anything within your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you wish to add anything to your statement? 

A: No. 

Q: Mr. Thames did you have anything? 

RT: I do not 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0851 hours. 

LG/cf 4/24/2019 



ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW WAIVER 

Officer: 

Violation: 

By signing this waiver I acknowledge, I have read and understand the rights provided to 
me under F.S. 112.532, that states: 

(a) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably at a time when 
the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the investigation is of 
such a degree that immediate action is required. 

(b) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command of the 
investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct, police unit in which the incident 
allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer or agency. 

(c) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of the rank, name, 
and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the interrogating officer, and 
all persons present during the interrogation. All questions directed to the officer under 
interrogation shall be asked by or through one interrogator during any one investigative 
interrogation, unless specifically waived by the officer under investigation. 

(d} The law enforcement officer under investigation must be informed of the nature of 
the investigation before any interrogation begins, and he or she shall be informed of the 
names of all complainants. All identifiable witnesses must be interviewed! whenever 
possible, prior to the beginning of the investigative interview of the accused officer. The 
complaint, all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, 
and all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator 
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation, 
must be provided to each officer who is the subject of the complaint before the beginning 
of any investigative interview of that officer. An officer, after being informed of the right to 
review witness statements, may voluntarily waive the provisions of this paragraph and 
provide a voluntary statement at any time. 

( e) Interrogating sessions shall be for reasonable periods and shall be timed to allow for 
such personal necessities and rest periods as are reasonably necessary. 

(f) The law enforcement officer under interrogation may not be subjected to offensive 
language or be threatened with transfer, dismissal, or disciplinary action. A promise or 
reward may not be made as an inducement to answer any questions. 



(g) The formal interrogation of a law enforcement officer, including all recess periods, 
must be recorded on audio tape, or otherwise preserved in such a manner as to allow a 
transcript to be prepared, and there shall be no unrecorded questions or statements. 
Upon the request of the interrogated officer, a copy of any recording of the interrogation 
session must be made available to the interrogated officer no later than 72 hours, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following said interrogation. 

(h) If the law enforcement officer under interrogation is under arrest, or is likely to be 
placed under arrest as a result of the interrogation, he or she shall be completely 
informed of all his or her rights before commencing of the interrogation. 

(i) At the request of any law enforcement officer under investigation, he or she has the 
right to be represented by counsel or any other representative of his or her choice, who 
shall be present at all times during the interrogation whenever the interrogation relates to 
the officer's continued fitness for law enforcement or correctional service. 

(j) Notwithstanding the rights and privileges provided by this part, this part does not limit 
the right of an agency to discipline or to pursue criminal charges against an officer. 

1. I am the accused officer in this investigation. 

2. I hereby waive my right to have all identifiable witnesses interviewed prior to my 
investigative interview, including other accused officers. 

3. I understand all identifiable witnesses may not be interviewed in this investigation. 

4 At the time of my interview, I have the right to disclose anyone that I believe is an 
Identifiable witness. 

Signature: _. Date: --- ----------



IAGDSHST EMPLOYEE D I S C I P L I N E 
Called fm IADMAINT 
CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History 

H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 
DATE 4/18/2019 
TIME 13:44:36 

Employee#: 12897 Name: GRULER,ADAM,T Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST EMPLOYEE D I S C I P L I N E 
Called fm IADMAINT 
CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History 

H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 
DATE 4/18/2019 
TIME 13:44:45 

Employee#: 5581 Name: SMITH,SCOTT,R Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior •sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I P L I N E H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 

Called fm IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:45:01 

Employee#: -Name: Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I P L I N E H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 

Called frn IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:45:09 

Employee#: -Name: Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE HISTORY PAGE 1 
DATE 4/18/2019 
TIME 13: 45: 16 

Called fm IADMAINT 
CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History 

Employee#: 6715 Name: RIVAS,RAUL,V Race/Sex: H/M Status: SWORN 

Inquiry 
Reg. # Date 

------------Violation Data--------------------- -Final Disposition Data-
Date 

Rul Number Description/Equip.#/Status Class/Discip/Amt Accepted 

2018-0060 7/25/2018 RM 600-05 SECURITY OF CRIMINAL HISTORY DATA 

(B)DEPT P&P/WRIT DIR 

Sustained 
Written Censure 
Written Censure 

12/13/2018 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I P L I N E H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 

Called fm IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:45:32 

Employee#: 10962 Name: STANLEY,TIMOTHY,W Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I P L I N E H I S TO R Y PAGE 1 

Called fm IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:45:38 

Employee#: 13080 Name: BIGELOW,JONATHAN Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I p L I N E H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 

Called fm IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:45:44 

Employee#: 30039 Name: DUENAS,RICARDO,A Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 1 Sustained 1 discipline. 



IAGDSHST EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE 
Called fm IADMAINT 
CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History 

H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 
DATE 4/18/2019 
TIME 13: 45: 54 

Employee#: 8274 Name: BISHOP,ANDREW,A Race/Sex: B/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 1 Sustained' discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L O Y E E D I S C I P L I N E 
Called fm IADMAINT 
CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History 

H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 
DATE 4/18/2019 
TIME 13:46:01 

Employee#: 18825 Name: NAPOLITANO,MICHAEL Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 1 Sustained 1 discipline. 



IAGDSHST E M P L 0 Y E E D I S C I P L I N E H I S T O R Y PAGE 1 

Called fm IADMAINT DATE 4/18/2019 

CFRENCH Sustained Discipline History TIME 13:50:35 

Employee#: ~ame: Race/Sex: W/M Status: SWORN 

Does not have any prior 'Sustained' discipline. 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT 

STATEMENT OF: Officer Adam Gruler 

Investigator Lashon Goins 

OPH-Internal Affairs 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY: 

LOCATION TAKEN AT: 

DATE: July 3, 2019 

RE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

IR16-46 Re-interview 

Shawn Dunlap 

ST A TEMENT BEGINNING TIME: 0923 Hours 

Q: This will be an interview with Officer Adam Gruler. This interview is being conducted by 
Investigator Lashon Goins of the Orlando Police Department Internal Affairs Section. Today's 
date is July 3, 2019, and the time is now 0923 hours. 

You are entitled to a representative of your choice and your representative here today is? 

SD: Shawn Dunlap. 

Q: Officer Gruler there are certain things you should be aware of prior to being asked any questions. 
This interview is an official investigation assigned to Internal Affairs by the Chief of Police. This 
investigation concerns administrative matters only. Anything you say in this interview cannot be 
used as evidence in any criminal proceeding against you except pursuant to Chapter 83 7 Florida 
Statutes regarding perjury. Officer Gruler you are a principal in this investigation; are you now 
on duty? 

A: I am, yes. 

Q: The inquiring party in this inquiry is Mr. Dwain Rivers. The nature of this.inquiry is to ensure 
compliance with RM200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures 
and Other Written Directives and RM800-5, Deadly Force. This inquiry also relates to the 
circumstances surrounding all incidents which took place on June 12, 2016, between 0200 hours 
and 0500 hours. 

I order you not to discuss any facet of this investigation with anyone except your legal 
representative, union representative and Internal Affairs. A violation of this order will be 
considered insubordination which may result in discipline up to and including termination. This 
order remains in effect until relieved by competent authority or the investigation becomes public 
record. 

1 
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Additionally Chapter 112, Florida Statutes prohibits your legal counsel or representative from 
disclosing the contents of the Internal Affairs complaint and investigative findings until the 
investigation becomes public record. A law enforcement officer or witness who knowingly 
provides or makes a false statement during an internal or administrative investigation may 
subject that officer to prosecution for perjury. Department regulations require you to answer my 
questions and to be completely truthful. I now order you to answer the following questions. 
Please raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the statement you are about to give is 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

A: !do. 

Q: Thank you. You have been provided for your review the complaint, all witness statements, 
including all other existing subject officers' statements and all other existing evidence including, 
but not limited to, incident reports and any audio or video recordings relating to the incident 
under investigation. No information of material fact relevant to this investigation has been 
intentionally kept from your attention and review. Now that you have any opportunity to read 
and review the aforementioned case file, do you have any additional identifiable witnesses before 
we begin the interview? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns prior to the start of this interview process regarding this 
investigation? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have ... Mr. Dunlap? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have any questions or concerns regarding this investigation as it relates to the FOP 
contract and Florida State Statute 112.532, The Police Officer's Bill of Rights? 

A: No. 

SD: No. 

Q: For the record this is an official investigation and not a formality. 

Officer Gruler we are here just for me to ask you a clarifying question. In your FDLE interview 
on June 17, 20 I 6, you stated that you were standing in front of your car when you heard 
gunshots. In the interview with the Valet Manager Jonathan Watts, he stated that he was 
standing at the podium near the front of the nightclub talking to you and you were sitting inside 
your unmarked vehicle. How do you remember that happening that night? Were you in your car 
or not in your car? 

A: No, I was standing outside of my vehicle towards the front passenger side. 
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Q: Okay. Mr. Dunlap? 

SD: That's it. 

Q: Do you have anything you want to add or clarify? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have any other identifiable witnesses in this case? 

A: No. 

Q: This concludes the interview at 0926 hours. 

LG/cf 7/3/2019 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMl::i,. r 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR n- 16-46 

Sworn t8l 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve 0 
·rom: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian 0 

...:mployee: Officer Andrew Bishop Employee # 8274 Unit# 67507 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Dead ly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: 02 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/ 13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house [8J 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# .....:.7.:c.64.,_,6:c__ __ _ Unit# 66023 

eJlas...lleen researched and investigated under my supervision .* DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classificat ion 

10761 7/3/19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

t8] Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

I recommend !J:le_f_ollowing action: l 
Violation# /c../n '2--oo-g Ctt _) , ( 6,, flµ 6.JO- .::;- Disposition: 

Discipline: _;v':__L.:...17.1..
1 

________________ _____ ___________ ___ _ _,...., ______ _ 

( If applicable, indicale suspension hours or days. If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for paymenl) Amount: /(/ /,4 

LT ±::7 [iilft-. I<. ;J11vc7- 8 1~~- 7 /r 2-/1 q ' 
Section Manager Employee # Date 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

(Attach Disciplinary Dissent when applicable) 

Employee# 

Appea l may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives 

Init ial/Date 
Approve Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Appeal finding of guilt 
Appeal disciplinary 
action 

Review 

D 

D 

□ 
□ 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted □ Rejected D 
Justification for Tolling: 

Step II Accepted □ F.le~ cted D 
OPD Internal Affairs Sect10 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill lbu~iR eoord Rejected D 

Adjustment Board Accepted D Rejected D In-Part D Arbitration ~wj p!e\l-f2 0 19 
Rejected D 

FINAL RESOLUTION 1-1/ri Per ~ Disposition: EK ol-lcrc.A-l'Z-'";.J Discipline: 

If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: ;J_ /c...:..11:....._ ___ __ _ Calendar date(s) of suspension: 

Employee has complied with recommended action 
VI --::?----, (-a.ff,'"- A/ t,((1/ c 1, f,7 ,q-
"lame Employee# 

l,.. 
Bureau 

Supe rvisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _______ _ _ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 

Date 

Date 

In Part D 

In Part D 

In Part D 

In-Part D 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMb- f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From : Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF 'S OFFICE ONLY 
Revi ewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Vio lation #/Title RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Poli cies and Procedures and other written direct ives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: -------- ------ ---- ------- ------- ----- - ----

An inq.;iry has been mad& ccn;::erning: _S_e_e_b_e_lo_w ___ _ _______ ___ _____ _ of Unit It _________ _ 

Employee# See Below Sworn 1:8] Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party -=D..:.w:..:a:::.in.:..R:...:1:.:.·v=erc.::s _________ _ ________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party : ....:..:.M:=ac.::lec..:/B::..:l.::.ac:::.:k.:..._ ____ _ 

In-house 1:8] 
Citizeri D 

Sector of Occurrence: --=:D.::.2 ______ _ _ Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407 -246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstan ces: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hou rs, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieut enant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow - #13080 
Sergeant 
')fficer Raul Rivas - #6715 
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 

Officer 
Officer 1mo y an ey -
Officer Michae l Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

~ 
Dwain Rivers 
~ame 

Att ach Suppleme nts 

7646 Manager Chief's Staff 
Emp loyee# Rank/Posi tion Bureau 

t.... ;a 
C: rn z 0 ...... rn en < I',) 
C-":l m -·· 0 c:n 

The employee origin ating thi s INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the B ureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope mark ed Inquiry and forward to the addressee . 

1 of 2 



( 
ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTME:, , f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR n 16-46 

Sworn ~ 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve 0 

( ·om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian 0 
_mployee: Office r Ricardo Duenas Employee# 30039 Unit# 67844 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/ 13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house ~ 

Citizen O 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee # _ 76_4_6 __ _ Unit# 66023 

DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

10761 7/3/19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

~ Unfounded O Chargeable 0 
Employee # Date D Sustained O Nonchargeable 0 

I recommend the following action: 
Violation# 2,po - 8U-.J 2o0 -8CBJ SoO - 5 Disposition: 

Discipline: n 
(If apP. · • , ind icate suspens ion hours or days. If an assessmen t, indicate percents and moneys for payment) 

.-l?Avl>1fi'Vl-- I~ t --}--(. ;-/),./1 r1 
Amount: 

Em lo ee # ' Date 

(Attach Disciplinary ~s ent wa:ab le) 

D~~~c. 
Bu~ori?ma 

Employee# 
L ,? ~ 2) /k_./, '1#., 

Employee# J 

-
Initial/Date 
Approve Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Review 

□ 

□ 

Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt □ 
Appeal disciplinary □ 
action 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: 
Justification for Tolling: 

Step I Accepted □ Rejected □ 

Step II Accepted □ Rejected □ 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill Accepted □ Re$ected □ 
OPD Internal Affairs ection 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part □ Arbitration AccepPe l51lc R ~ iected □ 

FINAL RESOLUTION 
Disposition: C-.,tO(\ Discipline: A~ 9 
If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: 

E m9lied W\thA re9ommende<J.action ,~vv~ - I? , ...J/4 
Employee# 

(_ P. [) 
Rank/Position Bureau 

ust return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _________ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In-Part □ 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMt:.AT 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

ro: John VV. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

/ 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/20 16 Time and Date of Violat ion Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06 /12/2016 

Violation #/Title RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicab le, Equipment#: ----- -- - -- - -------- - - - - ------------ --- ----

An inquiry has t,een made concerning : _ S_e_e_b_e_:o_w __ _ __ _____________ __ of Unit # 

Employee# See Below Sworn 18] Reserve D Civilian 0 

by: Inquiring Party _ D_w_a_in_R_i_ve_r_s _____ _ ___ _ ________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _ M_a_le_/B_l_a_ck _ ____ _ 

In-house 18] 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: D2 - ------- - Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances : 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - # 12897 
Sergean t 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutena -- - 080 
Sergeant 
)fficer R Iv -
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 

Office 
Officer Imo y an ey -
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Chief's Staff 

'-- ;o 
C: rn 'Z (') .. m c..n 

< "' c;;, m _ .. 
0 CY; 

\ ~ame 
Manager 

Employee # Rank/Position Bureau 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addre ssee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTM L . f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR n 16-46 

Sworn 181 
To : Chief Orlando Rol6n ReseNe D 

/ ··om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 
.mp loyee: Officer Adam Gruler Employee# 12897 Unit# 68316 

Violation #.ffit le: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment#: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house 1:8:1 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# -'-76=-4;..:6:_ _ _ _ Unit # 66023 

een researched and investigated under my supeNis ion.* DISPOSITION: Accident/Property Classification 

.::,...-+Y::,..<----+,,---,---"-.c----------'- 1~07.:..6=-1'-=-____,------'7'-'-/=3/...:. 1~9----1 Exonerated 
... 

1:8:1 Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date Not D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

Sustained 

I recommend th~mwing action: ~) C:z ' C 
Violation # . Tu o~ 1, u; I u~wi 1>00-

7 
Disposition: 

Discipline: (V t)f\ l 
(If applicable, indicate suspension hours or days . If an assessmen t, indicate perce nts and moneys for payment ) 

i1 Q~½L ri ~ Jo:1L1 J l~i l \~ 
Section Managermployee # Date 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

Initial/Date 
Approve 

✓ 
~ 

Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Amount: 

Review 

□ 

□ 

I hav~ :h~e allegations and findings and find them to be substantially vue ,imd correct and accept this action . 
. -4--iJ_ ~ ltl, 8 7 t= 7-U I U 1 

Employee Employee # Date 
Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt □ 

Appeal disciplinary □ 
action 

Date 

Employee Employee# Date.-- ==~ - ----~ =-- -- -- ~ - - ~---=-u 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: __ _ _ End Date: ___ _ Step I Accepted D Rejected D In Part □ 

Justification for Tolling: ____ _ ____________ _ _ 
Step II Accepted D Rejected □ In Part □ 

CIVILIAN APPEAL 

Adjustment Board Accepted D Rejected □ In-Part □ 

Step Ill OPIJ\~A911\ffairs Sllmtio~ □ In Part □ 

Arbitration 
PuPelicJ ecord In-Part D Accep ed Rejected □ 

FINAL RESOLUTION 
Disposition: Gx:oo.uqA,-u\, Discipline: '(V e. 
If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was seNed : VV/ft 

l 
ame mpoye e # Rank/Position 

:supervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date ____ __ _ _ _ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMEN f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF 'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #/Title RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: ------------------------------ -- ----------

An inquiry has been made concerning : ---'-S-'-e"..:.v..:.b..:.el..:.o.c..;w ____________________ ot Unit# 

Employee# See Below Sworn !81 Reserve D Civilian 0 

by: Inquiring Party _ D_w_a_in_R_i_ve_r_s ____ ______________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _M_a_le_/B_la_c_k _____ _ 

In-house [81 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: D2 --------- Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutena~ · - 3080 
Sergeant 
)fficer Rau 1vas -
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 
Officer 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #14767 
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas · #30039 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Chief's Staff 

'-· ;o 
C m z 0 .... m 
en < r-,...:, 
C::) m 
a" 0 

l,, ~ame Employee# 
Manager 
Rank/Posit ion Bureau 

The employee originating this INOI must address the origina l copy to the Chief of Police and a copy lo t he Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
enve lope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMl-.,. f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR,., 16-46 

Sworn [81 
To: Chief Orlando Rol6n Reserve D 

( •om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 
_mployee: Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow Employee# 13080 Unit# 67622 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A). Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house [8J 

Citizen D 
Male/ Black Employee# _7_6_4_6 __ _ Unit# 66023 

has been researched and investigated under my supervision.* .... DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

10761 7/3/19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

[81 Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

LJY"\~e>1>-~(J' D o·, c....,<-<.foVI....,$ . 
I recommenp thlil following action: ,..__ ...._....: ,le,., -;-:.,,._c.c:.k,v4. "> ,.-
Violation# (~ l 6\;>e,o,-. ... , c.. tt p4 1. c., ,~ ; fN>'-E,()-.,1-L\ . 

0 
Disposition: ---~ C-~ ~X~ o~..,.~c.- ,->-~¼-~ - 0~- ------ -

/...1""' 1°$c)O - '5 "'.)(J4~ 1j f" ~ ~ <.(.. 
Discipline: N I A-
{lf applicable, indicate suspension ~ours or days. If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for payment) Amount: 

Section Mana er 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

Em lo ee # Date 

-
Initial/Date 
Approve 

Ii)/"' 

~ 

Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Review 

□ 

□ 

nd findings and find them to be substantially true and 5: rect and accept this action. 
( 2:,o %..? -z . z.,z_ •(; 
Em lo ee # Date 

Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt 
Appeal disciplinary 
action 

D 
D 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Justification for Tolling: 

Step II Accepted □ Rejected D 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill Accepted □ Rejected □ 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part D 
OPD Internal Affairs Section 

Arbitration Pubfle~~ Rejec ted □ 

FINAL RESOLUTION AUG 07 2019 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part D 

In-Part □ 

Disposition: £3"4...ot-,., .,_ .,_~ rs-cn Discipline: 

If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: &QJ;aacdalli{~ _ _ tv~/c..c_fa ____ _ 
Employee has complied with recommended action 
c~~~ c:):..h; __,'Z."t.:) I l'-t7 ~ 
"Jame Employee# Bureau 

;,upervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

Initials/Date _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ 

2 of 2 

Date 



( 

I 
ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMb,,T 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #/Title RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: --- ----------------------------------- ---

1\n inqui,y has been made c..:inc:srning: --"S-:.e-'-e-'-b-'-el_.:.o.c..cw _________ ___ _______ of Ur.it# _________ _ 

Employee# See Below Sworn 181 Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party ~D.:..:w.::.a::..:in_:.R.::.iv:...:e::..:rs::_ _________________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _.:..:.M:.::a:..::le::..:/B:..:.la=-:c:::.:k:.__ ____ _ 

In-house 181 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: -=D.::.2 _______ _ Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutenan-..Jonathan Bi elow - #13080 
Sergeant 
Jfficer Rau Ivas -
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 
Officer 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #14767 
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

~ 
Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Chief's Staff 
Employee# 

Manager 
Rank/Position Bureau 

'C-,.. ;o c:: rn z 0 ' .. m 
CJ') < ...... ~ 
C::l m -·· 0 O') 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



I 
ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTM b. r 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR .,.. 16-46 

Sworn [8J 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve D 
·•om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 

_mployee: Officer Michael Napolitano Employee# 18825 Unit# 67510 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house 1:8] 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# _7-'--6'-4-'-6 _ _ _ Unit# _6;::..;6=-:0c::2:::.3 __ _ __ _ 

een rese<l{ched and investigated under my supervision.• DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

_.....::::,+-,~:..._-f--,------,.,--~r--------...:1.::.0.:..76 =--1~ -,----.,-- ---7:..:./.::::3/:,..:1.::.9_--I Exonerated [8J Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee # Date Not D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

Sustained 

I recommend the following action : 
Violation # '.)... (J (J _,, 1 { A ) Disposition: 

Discipline: _-L..:....:......:..,.L--- -- -------- -- -------- -- -------- -- ------=- - ---
(lt applicable, indicate suspension hours or days . If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for payment) Amount: _,,... 

Section Manager 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

Ill 7 <t 
Employee# 

7--L l -L i 
Date 

(L-L,{ 7-<'1? 

lnitiaVDate 
Approve 

/4 
~ 

Disapprove Review 

D □ 

D □ 

I ti1tve ref the jlQOVe allegations and findings and find them to be substantially tr~ an~correct and accept this action. 
(./ Y,. (J.~\t I/ ';, l ~,/l ____ __ 7-/ 'f ,../ 

Employee Employee# Date 
Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING 

Start Date: End Date: 
Just ification for Tolling: 

CIVILIAN APPEAL 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part □ 

Appeal finding of guilt 
Appeal disciplinary 
action 

D 
D 

G rievance Results 

Step I Accepted D Rejected □ 

Step II Accepted D Rejected D 

Step Ill OPD t~f~P~~~ Affairs s ~ctf6ff d 
0 

Arbitration AR- Secord Rejected D 

FINAL RESOL!,J._TION 1 I AU0 0 7 2019· 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In-Part □ 

Disposition: CX UV\fr1,1 r-r (I{ Discipline: ,V/ A Per ~ ,.... 
If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: _ _____ __ _ Calendar date(s) of sWe£on: _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ _ 

I\Jame 

as complied with recommended action 
t 

Employee# 
L-' 

Rank/Position Bureau 

ti upervisor must return th is copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 

Date 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMb.,f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W . Mina 

Bureau : Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Rev iewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/20 16 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/20 16 

Violation #/Tit le RM 200-8 (A), Obed ience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and olher written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If app licable, Equipment#:---------------------- ------------ --- ---

An iily Uiry has beer. rnade concern ing: -=-S-=-ee:::...:c.be=-clo=-v..:.:..· ___________________ of Unit# 

Employee # See Below Sworn ~ Reserv e 0 Civilian 0 

by: Inquir ing Party _D::...w'-a""'i'-n -'-R;.:..:iv..ce.;..:rs'--------------------

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _Mc.:..=al..:ce/""'B""'la---'c"-k _____ _ 

In-house ~ 
Citizen 0 

Sector of Occurrence: _ D_;:c2 _______ _ Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Hom e Phone: NIA Business Phon e: 407 -246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances : 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Ad m r ler • #12 7 
Sergeant 
Lieute nan t Scott Smith • #5581 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow. #13080 

Sergeant 11-■■I••■ 
:Jfficer Raul Rivas• #0715 
Officer Andrew Bishop · #8274 
Officer 
Officer Timothy Stanley· #14767 
Officer Michae l Napolitano• #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas · #30039 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Manager Chief's Staff 

'- ;a 
C: rn z 0 - m 
'Cl'> < ,-..,.~ 
C::l m s·, 0 

\.. \lame Employee# Rank/Position Bureau 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy lo the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the add ressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMf:., •. f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

16-46 

Sworn (gi 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve D 

( •om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 
_mployee: Officer Raul Rivas Employee # 6715 Unit # 67525 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house (gi 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# -'-76=-4.:..:6:.----- Unit# 66023 

DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 
... 

10761 7/3/ 19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

[gi Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

I recommend the following a! ~ 
Violation# Z-oo ::8(<>1) ~ 800 - 5 Disposition: 

Discipline: (\ a... 
{If applicable, indicate suspe sion hours or days. If an assessment , indicate percents and moneys for payment) Amount: 

Section Manager 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

(Attach Disciplinary Dissent when applicable) 

Employee# Date 

-
Initial/Date 
Approve 

□ 

Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Review 

□ 

□ 

I have read the above allegations /md fi!dings and find them to be substantially true and correct and accept this action. 
R,~:h ~d 4 J3:....co-~ ..... t__,9.___ ___ _ 

Employee Employee # Date 
Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING 

Start Date: End Date: 
Justificat ion for Tolling: 

CIVILIAN APPEAL 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected D In-Part □ 

Appeal finding of guilt 
Appeal d isciplinary 
action 

□ 
□ 

Griev ance Results 

Step I Accepted □ Rejected □ 

Step II Accepted □ Rejected D 

s')B@ lnterna,b.eJij@J~ ction 
Public Record 

Rejected D 

Arbitration Accepted □ Rejected 9 
1 110 f\ !"'1 "ln4n 
,,v ·v v , .. v,.., 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In- Part □ 

FINAL RESOLUTIO N 
Disposition: £.t. o 12,, rg. / 111{ Discipline: ~Nr¥--;/'-''4z.._ __ _.pl-l,,e ... r= ==&x2-:: .... .,.,,_~ - -- -- -- -----
If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: d/,J Calendar date(s) of suspension: 

Employee has complied with recommended action 

"l ame Employee# Date 

;::;upervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _ ___ _ ____ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMb.., f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of V iolation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #/Ti tle RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: ------- --- - -- -----------------------------

An inquiry has been made cor,cerning : ___::.S..:.ee.=..=.be.::.l..:.J~c..:.1<1 ______________ __ ____ of Unit fl 

Employee# See Below Sworn 18] Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party _::..Dw'--'-ai"-'n-'-R-'-iv-'-e:..;.r.:...s _ __________ _______ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party : --'-'-Mcc.a;..;;le--/8 __ I.c...ac'-'-k _ ____ _ 

In-house 18] 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: _D_2'--------- Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Hom e Phone: NIA Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting . 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieute nan-than Bi elow- #13080 
Sergeant 
Officer Rau Ivas -
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 
Officer 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #14767 
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

~t...P~ 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supp lements 

7646 Manager Chief's Staff 

'-· ;o 
C: rn '2 (") -.. rn 
en < N 
c:::> rn _ .. 

0 0 

~ .\lame Employee# Rank/Position Bureau 

The employee originating this INOI must add ress the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
enve lope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTME:. ... f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

16-46 

Sworn [gl 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon ReseNe D 

·om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 
_mployee: Lieutenant Scott Smith Employee# 5581 Unit# 68122 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment #: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house [8J 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# -'-7=-64.:..:6=----- Unit# 66023 

s been researched and investigated under my supervision.* 

' 
DISPOSITION: Accident/Property Classification 

10761 7/3/19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

[8J Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

I recommend the following action: 
Violation# _ _ __ __________ _c_. _ _,_ _____ _ Disposition: 

Discipline: -,,---:-- - -,---,--- -,----,-,--- --.,....,--.- ,---l-- 1¥- ---,---.----.-- - - --- -- -- - - - -- --- - - -- - --
<1f applicable, indicate suspension hours or days. If an assessment, indicate p c and moneys for payment) Amount: 

Section Manager Employee# Date 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy -

Initial/Date 
Approve Disapprove Review n applicable) 

3'V?& ~ D □ ,(__101£1 
Employee# ate 

7/12 //9 C5l.L~ ~- D □ 
Employee# 

and findings and find them to be substantially true and xorrect and accept this action. 

~~~~~~~~- ::r5:Y1' 2 - / 2 -,'1 
mployee Employee# Date 

Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt □ 
Appeal disciplinary □ 
action 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted D Rejected □ 

Justification for Tolling: 
Step II Accepted D Rejected D 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill Accepted D Rejected □ 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part □ Arbitration OPD,J~tW~clt:~d~fJlQJB 0 

FINAL RESOLUTIO~ ,c,A ~ 
Disposition: J().J ~• '-'~ • 1-.. ~ ~'.,;J rl 2019 

Discipline: N 'uNl.,,/ 

__ ..e.,J___.ff-LI<-- - - Calendfr>8.fy!s) of suspens~ If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: 

Supervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _ __ __ _ _ __ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2of 2 

Date 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In-Part □ 



( 

( 
ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTM~.JT 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #/Title RM 200-8 (A). Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: ------- ------------ -- -- - - ---------- - ------

An inquiry has been made concernir,g. -'-S_e_e_b_e_lo_v._· _____ __ ____________ c f Unit# 

Employee# See Below Sworn [8:1 Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party -=D..:.cwc.::a:::.in:...:R~i-"ve=.:r..::s __________ __ ______ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: ....:..:M.:.=a::..:le::..c/B::::l.::.a.:::ck.:..._ _ ___ _ 

In-house 181 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: .....:::.D.::.2 __ _____ _ Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
LieutenaWNlii - 3080 
Sergeant 
Jfficer Rau 1vas -
Office · 
Office 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #14767 
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Manager Chief's Staff 

'-- ;o 
C rn ;z 

0 .. m 
CJ'> < r,,...) 
c:::i m -·· 0 a: 

\ -..Jame Employee# Rank/Position Bureau 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMb. f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

16-46 

Sworn [8J 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve 0 

( ·ram: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian 0 
_mployee: Officer Timothy Stanley Employee# 10962 Unit# 69405 

Violation #.fTitle: RM 200-8 (A). Obedience to Laws, (Bl Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment# : 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/20 16 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house 1:81 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee # ......:....76=-4.:..:6:__ __ _ Unit# 66023 

ve has been researched and investigated under my supervision.* DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

;::-t;z~~~==~~=~"====~---..!_1 OQ:7~6~1-=---:-----::--_:77j_/~3/'.!1~9_ J Exonerated 1:81 Unfounded O Chargeable D 
Employee # Date Not D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

Sustained 

I recommend the followin~u1ction: 
Violation # Seti: Ak,dvt!., Disposition: 

Discipline: e, 
(If applicab le, indicat e suspension hours or days. If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for payment) Amount: 

(A-~ ?0 
Section Manager 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

--~ lc_,_.D"-'-t,>e.>.d,._IJ _ 
Employee# 

(Attach Disciplinaty Dissent when applicable) 

AJ,l-,,r~/4+.72f=f- ?5>--;tlJyt, 
DivisionCorfunander Employee # 

]) CE=---§? > S-',OL. 
Bureau Commander Employee# 

7fto/e ~Da'ie 

-
Initial/Date 
Approve 

✓ 
~ 

Disapprove 

D 

D 

Review 

□ 

□ 

Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt □ 
Appeal disciplinary □ 
action 

Employee Employee# Dale;:....= ~ --=- --- -= ---=--- - ---=- ...., 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Griev ance Results 

Start Date: ___ _ End Date: ___ _ Step I Accepted D 
Justification for Tolling: _ __ _____ ___ ______ _ _ 

Accepted □ Step II 

CIVILIA N APPEAL Public Record Step Ill Accepted D 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ 

FINAL RESOLUTION I,. .J 
Disposition: ~ U'.'.tl1UJF 

If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: 

Empl 

"lame Employee# 

Accepted □ 

__ ____ ___ Calendar date(s) of suspension: 

Rank/Position Bureau 

.:,upervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _ _ ___ __ _ _ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 

Rejected □ 

Rejected □ 

Rejected □ 

Rejected □ 

Date 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In-Part □ 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPART ME:.1 r 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQU IRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/ 13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #/Tit le RM 200-8 (A). Obedience To Laws, (B} Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: --- --- -------------- ---- -- ----------------

A11 inquiry has bee:n made cc-ncerning: -=S--=ac:.e--=b--=a-"lo-'-w'--------- ----------- -
of Uni!# __ _ ______ _ 

Employee # See Below Sworn 18) Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party _D_w_a-'-in'-R_i_ve-'--r--'-s _____ __ ___________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: __:_:M.:::a::..:le::.;/B:::lc::a.:::ck"-------

In-house 18) 
Citizen 0 

Sector of Occurrence: D2 --------- Address : 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours , the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

OfficerAd -
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutenan- - 080 
Sergeant 
::>fficer Rau Ivas -
Officer ~ ndrew Bisho - #8274 
Officer 
Officer Imot y an ey -
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Chief's Staff 
Employee# 

Manager 
Rank/Position Bureau 

t- ;a 
C: m z 0 ...... m 
i:.n < ,...,, 
C::t m __.. 

0 C> 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy to the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee . 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTM b... f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

16-46 

Sworn 18] 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve 0 

( ·,om: Investigator T. Lashon Goins ,------------- Civilian 0 
_mployee: Sergeant--,____________ __ ____ Employee# _1■■L __ Unit# 67703 
Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment#: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house [8] 

Citizen D 
Male/ Black Employee # ---'-76-=-4-'-'6'----- Unit# _6-=-6'--'0"'2c::.3 _____ _ 

DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

18] Unfounded D Chargeable D 
0 Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

K--fv'\ 00 - 'tJ O~f.~'-C. k LA-':> 

I recommend the following action: 6 '---1 ~- n 1""<..c._.'"\",.. '5 ' 
Violation# (-,vi ~C)O - ~ ..... 01 1 ~ ... c.-<. LJiS!Ju.,,uun: 

Discipline: "-' I f,-
(11 applicable, indicate suspension hours or days. If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for paymen t) Amount: 

Section Manager 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

Employee# Date 

lnitiaVDate 
Approve Disapprove 

D 

Review 

Employee Employee# 

D 

□ 

□ 

ly tr If nd correct and accept this action. 

ate 

Date 

Appeal finding of guilt □ 
Appeal disciplinary □ 
action 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted □ Rejected □ 

Justification for Tolling: 
Step II Accepted □ Rejected □ 

CIVILIAN APPEAL s~ lnternaMffai~ ction Rejected □ 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part □ 
. . Public Recor~ 

Rejected □ Arbitration Accepte □ 
- - . 

AUb VI t u·1~ 
FINAL RESOL~N 
Disposition: _,:Ji~,,,,. r-..J.e J Discipline: Per 
If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: /V_A _ __ _ ___ _ Calendar date(s) of suspension: 

Date 

::;upervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via cert ified mail Initials/Date _________ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2o f 2 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In Part □ 

In-Part □ 

' 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMl. ,.f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #ffitle RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: ------------------- ---- -------------------

An inquiry has been madE; concerning: -=S..::e.::.e..::b..::e:..::lo..:.:v.c.._ __________ ____ _____ of Ur.it !! 

Employee# See Below Sworn 18] Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party -=-D..:.:w-=a·::..:1nc:.R..::.iv.:..:e:.:.r.:..s __________________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _M:.:..:.::a:..::le.:..:/B:.:.la=-c:.:.k'-- -----

In-house 18] 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: -=.D.::.2 _______ _ Address: 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow - #13080 
Sergeant 
C)fficer Raul Rivas - #6715 
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 
Officer 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #14767 
Officer Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

~ 
Dwain Rivers 
\Jame 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Chief's Staff 
Employee # 

Manager 
Rank/Position Bureau 

'-- ;o 
c.::: rn z 0 .... m en < ,-.... .. 
C.? m ·-· 0 CY> 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy lo the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMt:..,.,f 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

16-46 

Sworn 12] 
To : Chief Orlando Rolon ReseNe D 

( rom: Investigator T. Lashon Goins Civilian D 
_mployee: Office, Employee# ■■■■L_ Unit# 67604 

\ 

Violation #./Title: RM 200-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment#: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house 181 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee # -'-7..::.64..:..6c...---- Unit # 66023 

ed above has been researched and investigated under my supeNision.* DISPOSITION: AccidenVProperty Classification 

12] Unfounded D Chargeable D 
D Sustained D Nonchargeable D 

I recommend,.ttie following action1, 
Violation# ~ '2,00-<l> 'f ~H'be()-5" ----Disposition: t ')(()1\1 ~~::::::> 

If an assessment , indicate percents and moneys for payment) Amount: 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

(Attach Disciplinary Dissent when applicable) 

Em lo ee # 

-
Initial/Date 
Approve Review Disapprove 

□ D 

D 

-, / 22,/ JCj 

□ 

gations an~ be substanti~ I~ ~:t ~d,:3 rrect and accept this action. 

Em lo ee # Date 
Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives 

Employee Employee# Date 

Appeal finding of guilt 
Appeal disciplinary 
action 

D 
D 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted □ Rejected D 
Justification for Tolling: 

Step II Accepted □ Rejected D 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill Accepted □ Rejected D 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected D In-Part D Ar&1Paft1~nie~~l%f l~~ ecti on Rejected o 

FINAL RESOL ~ N 
Disposition: ~I\J ~ 

AUG ~, 7 2019 
Discipline: 

- - "'---=~- _ ___ Re f ndar date(sl ~□; If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was seNed : 

r 
Bureau 

~upervisor must return this copy to Intern al Affairs Section via chain of command when signed . 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date __ _ __ __ _ _ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/2018 

2 of 2 

In Part D 

In Part D 

In Part D 

In-Part D 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTME:. -rf 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W . Mina 

ureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police , 

Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Viola tion #/Title RM 200-8 (A}, Obedie nce To Laws, (B} Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicab le, Equipment#: - -- ----- -- - - ----- - - ----- ---- - ------- -- -----

An inquiry has been made concern ing: _ S_e_e_b_e_lo_w _____ ___ __ _ ____ _ ___ _ of Unit# 

Employee# See Below Sworn C8l Reserve D Civi lian D 

by: Inquiring Party _ D_w_a_in_ R_iv_e_rs _ ___ ______________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _ M_a_le_/B_la_c_k __ __ _ _ 

In-house 1:8] 
Citizen 0 

Secto r of Occurrence: D2 - -- ------- Address : 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone : 407-246-2352 

Sett ing forth the following circums tances: 

On June 12, 20 16, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - # 12897 
Sergeant -
Lieutenan 1 -
Lieutenan .... Jonathan Bi elow - #13080 
Sergeant 

fficer Rau 1vas -

_,fficer ..... -
Officer 
Officer -
Office r Michael Napolitano - #18825 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 

~ 
Dwain Rivers 

Attach Supplements 

7646 Manager Chief's Staff 
Emp loyee# Rank/Position Bureau 

"c: 
:z -

;a 
rn 
0 m 
< m 
0 

The employee originating this INOI must address the origina l copy to the Chief of Police and a copy lo the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope marked Inquiry and forward to the addressee. 

1 of 2 



ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMc h i 
INTERNAL INVESTIGATION REPORT 

IR :,,. 16-46 

Sworn [8J 
To: Chief Orlando Rolon Reserve D 

( ·om: lnvestigator T. Lashon Goins ,_____________ Civilian D 
_mployee: Sergeant ,_________ _________ Employee # -1■■L __ Unit # 67525 
Violation #./Title: RM ~00-8 (A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 
Sector of Occurrence: D2 If applicable, Equipment#: 
Inquiry Date: 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation: Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 
By Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers In-house ~ 

Citizen D 
Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: Male/ Black Employee# _ 76'-4-"-6 _ _ _ Unit# 66023 

en researched and investigated under my supervision.* DISPOSITION: Accident/Property Classification 
• 

10761 7/3/19 Exonerated 
Not 
Sustained 

~ Unfounded D Chargeable D 
Employee# Date D Sustained D Nonchargeab le D 

I recommend the following action: i-
Violation# 'f C':t 'ZOO -i : tM <600~S- Disposition: 

N\f)..-
o days. If an assessment, indicate percents and moneys for payment) 

Employee has reviewed/been 
provided copy 

Em lo ee # 
J /rz..--z-/cq 

Date 

Initial/Date 
Approve 

~ 
✓ 

Disapprove 

□ 

□ 

Amount: 

Review 

□ 

□ 

~ Ch;:r.l!:~':£...!::::::~ e:!,,a~ll-eg_a_tions and findings?7 d C) d4' e, to be substantiall~ e ~ ~~)., ao/ accept this action. 

Employee # Date 
Appeal may be accomplished as outlined in Department Directives Appeal finding of guilt D 

Appeal disciplinary D 
action 

Employee Employee# Date 

INVESTIGATION TOLLING Grievance Results 

Start Date: End Date: Step I Accepted □ Rejected □ 

Justification for Tolling: 
Step II Accepted D Rejected D 

CIVILIAN APPEAL Step Ill Accepted D Rejected □ 

Adjustment Board Accepted □ Rejected □ In-Part □ Arbitration Of D 'l ~al Aff~ Sef¾99 ccep ic Re ~ec e 

FINAL RESOU JJIQ N 
Disposition: {--:. )(o,-J~:> Discipline: 

._j\..\.--- AUG 07 2019 

If applicable, date Notice of Disciplinary Action was served: Calendar di?JM of su~ N ip 

Rank/Position Bureau 

Supervisor must return this copy to Internal Affairs Section via chain of command when signed. 

Results made available to inquiring party via certified mail Initials/Date _________ _ 

OPD P&P 1604.11 G Rev 12/20 18 

2 of 2 

In Part □ 

In Part D 

In Part D 

In-Part □ 



( 

ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTME:.. . ., f 
INITIAL NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

To: John W. Mina 

Bureau: Chief of Police 

From: Dwain Rivers 

IR# 

USE BY CHIEF'S OFFICE ONLY 
Reviewed by Chief of Police 

Inquiry Date : 06/13/2016 Time and Date of Violation Between 0200 and 0500 hours on 06/12/2016 

Violation #rritle RM 200-8 (A), Obedience To Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, RM 800-5 Deadly Force 

If applicable, Equipment#: --------- ----- - - - -------- - --------------

An inquiry has been maue conce1ning: _S_ee_ be_l_Lw ___________________ of Unit # 

Employee# See Below Sworn l:8l Reserve D Civilian D 

by: Inquiring Party _ Dw_ ai_n_R_iv_e_rs _________________ _ 

Sex/Race of Inquiring Party: _M_al_e/_B_la_c_k _____ _ 

In-house t8l 
Citizen D 

Sector of Occurrence: D2 --- --- --- Address : 1912 South Orange Avenue 

Home Phone: N/A Business Phone: 407-246-2352 

Setting forth the following circumstances: 

On June 12, 2016, between 0200 and 0500 hours, the officers listed below discharged their firearm during an Officer Involved Shooting. 

Officer Adam Gruler - #12897 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith - #5581 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow-#13080 
Sergeant 
lfficer Raul Rivas - #6715 
Officer Andrew Bishop - #8274 1 
Officer • acknowledge I have been served with a true copy of Initial Notice of 
Officer Timothy Stanley - #~lf)Gb t . \ lo_ l l l, 3 \ 
Officer M_ichae l Napolitano - #18825 ln~uiry # . . 7 , this z_ day of .._j VY\ e,. , 20. lta I acknowledge 
Officer Ricardo Duenas - #30039 this as my not1ncat1on that an investigation has been initiated "ga· I · ~d • 

~ 
Dwain Rivers 
~ame 

r bl 1 , • • < "· ms me in accor anco with the 
- . • :..a • •• ~ alions contrac ts rclatad to my emp loyment w ith the Orlando 

Signature 

Subscribed and sworn to me th is 

2~ r <~ ay of J l, n e 

y commiss ion expires: '2- Q L'.J 
0-

Attach Supplement s 

7646 Manager 
Employee# Rank/Position 

4~I1,?~. LUKE HAAA1Naroo 
{•i :•~ MY COMMISSION IFF 952219 
~\ _.:;j EXPIRES: Januaiy 20, 2020 
••'J..'ri(.,~<t~· Bonded Thru Nolaty Public Underwrift1s 

Chief's Staff 
Bureau 

t.. .. 
C: 
;z 

;o 
rn 
0 m 
< m 
0 

The employee originating this INOI must address the original copy to the Chief of Police and a copy lo the Bureau Commander. Place each in a sealed 
envelope mark ed Inquiry and forward to the addres see. 
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TO 

DC Ogburn 

Capt Young 

Lt Nunez 

Sgt Wellon 

Lt Nunez 

Capt Young 

DC Ogburn 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 
.. 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

( ( 

_, -, 

ACTION REQUIRED 

0 Review; forward to Division Commander 

E1' Review; forward to Section Commander 

ief Review; forward to Supervisor 

r;5 Review 

□ Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
I NOi form below investigator 's box 

I!:!' If EXONERATED have em12lo~ee sign 
acknowledging and ~ou will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sinn 

~Sign as Section Commander 
ET Review Discipline Recommendation and 

Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 
Siem as Division Commander on INOI 

~ Review Discipline Recommendation 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

'all Sign as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Officer Andrew Bishop 
JUL26 
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TO 

DC 

Lt Jenarine 

Sgt Cruz 

Lt Jenarine 

Capt Caro 

DC 0J,;ibm Fr 

vl 
Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

( 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Review; forward to Division Commander 

eview; forward to Supervisor 

ill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
INOI form below investigator's box 

0'1f EXON ERA TED have employee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

~i n as Section Commander 
eview Discipline Recommendation and 

Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 
Si n as Division Commander on INOI 

□ Review Discipline Recommendation 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

GrSi n as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief : 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

( 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 
JUL26 

INITIAL/ DATE 

~ ~ 
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Forward to IA 



TO 
DC Ogburn 

Capt I White 

Lt Boos (Jr qJ· 
Sgt Becton 

Capt I White 

DC Ogburn 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Review; forward to Division Commander 

eview; forward to Supervisor 

Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
INOI f9.!]JLbelow investigator's box 

D,-:lf-E)"{QNERATED have employee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

n as Section Commander 
Review Discipline Recommendation and 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 
Si n as Division Commander on INOI 

Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

Si n as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief : 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

( 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
·form . 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Officer Adam Gruler 
JUL26 

INITIAL/ DATE 

Forward to IA 
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TO ACTION REQUIRED 

DC E Smith vf} Review; forward to Division Commander 

Capt C Ochiuzzo B' Review 
ITT ill out Discipline Recommendation area on 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

' 
DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

~01 form below investigator's box 
If EXONERATED have em12loyee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

rr8 ign as Division Commander 

d Review Discipline Recommendation 
/sttach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

Si~m as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

□ Serve Employee ; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form . 

□ If discipline req~ires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow 
JUL26 
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TO ACTION REQUIRED 

DC E Smith ~Review; forward to Division Commander 

Capt Quinn-Henry i{ Review; forward to Section Commander 

Lt R Lane ~ .. Review; forward to Supervisor 

Sgt Crosby 
~Review 
J19.-Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on Lt R Lane 

INOI form below investigator's box 
~.If EXONERATED have emglo~ee sign 

a'Cknowledging and ~ou will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

~J Sian as Section Commander 

Capt Quinn-Henry 
"PDReview Discipline Recommendation and 

Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

SiQn as Division Commander on INOI 
□ Review Discipline Recommendation 

Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

~iQn as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 

D Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

D If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

D Completed 

\lo-~ 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
JUL 2.(o 
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Forward to IA 



I To 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

( ( 

I ACTION REQUIRED 

~Review 

□ Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
INOI form below investigator's box 

D If EXONERATED have emQIOj'.ee sign 
acknowledging and J'.OU will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

~gn as Bureau Commander on INOI 
_,,,--

~ eview and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

\ LD- Y Co 
Detective Raul Rivas 
JUL 26 

,, 

INITIAL/ DATE 

7 I ,tf t) ~ 
Unable to serve 

Offi cer Retired 

04/30/2019 

11,111~ 
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TO ACTION REQUIRED 

DC Ogburn ~Review; forward to Division Commander 

Capt DeSchryver ~Review 
~ill out Discipline Recommendation area on 

DC Ogburn 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

INOI form below investigator's box 
l(jf EXONERATED have emglo~ee sign 

acknowledging and ~ou will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

'jt-Sign as Division Commander 

~ Sign as Bureau Cpmmander on INOI 

~ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted D Rejected □ 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Lieutenant Scott Smith 
JUL26 

INITIAL/ DATE 
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TO 

DC Eld 

Capt Goerke 

Lt D Thomas 

Capt Goerke 

DC Eld 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

( 

ACTION REQUIRED 
, 

0 _Review ; forward to Division Commander 

ef Review; forward to Section Commander 

Fi Review 
o Fill out Discipline Recommendat ion area on 
c/i l NOi form below investigator's box 

If EXONERATED have emgloyee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sian 

!!1' Siqn as Section Commander 

✓ Sign as Division Commander on INOI 

~ gn as Bureau Commander on INOI 

M Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 

D Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form. 

D If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

D Completed 

16-46 
Officer Timothy Stanley 
JUL26 

INITIAL/ DATE 

,--~ 1 I tt?/1 tJ 
??, ? /to /J'( 

Officer Unavailable to 
sign Officer retired 

12/31/2018 
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TO ACTION REQUIRED 

DC E Smith eview; forward to Division Commander 

Capt C Ochiuzzo Review; forward to Section Commander Lt- Review 
Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
INOI form below investigator's box rJ/A 
If EXONERATED have employee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

1 n as Section Commander 

Capt C Ochiuzzo 
Review Discipline Recommendation and 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

Si n as Division Commander on INOI 

□ Review tJ1scipline Recommendation r.J/A 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

Si n as Bureau Commander on INOI 

Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief : 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form . 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

16-46 
Sergeant 
JUL26 

INITIAL/ DATE 

Forward to IA 
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TO 

DC E Smith 

Capt C Ochiuzzo 

Lt J Bigelow 

Sgt Bakeman 

Lt J Bigelow 

Capt C Ochiuzzo 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affa irs 

DC 

Lt. 

DC 

IR#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

( 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Review; forward to Division Commander 

~ Review; forward to Section Commander 

WJ. Review; forward to Supervisor 

l&. Revie~ 

□ Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 
INOI form below investigator's box 

~ If EXONERATED have employee sign 
acknowledging and you will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

@.. i n as Section Commander 
Review Discipline Recommendation and 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 
Si n as Division Commander on INOI 

eview Discipline Recommendation 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

Si n as Bureau Commander on INOI 

□ Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief : 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted □ Rejected □ 

( 

□ Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form . 

□ If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

□ Completed 

INITIAL/ DATE 
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H
lillJ 
lillJ 
I 
Cl) 

CJ z -J-
::::> 
0 
0z: 

0 z 



( ( 

TO ACTION REQUIRED 

DC E Smith ~eview ; forward to Division Commander 

Capt C Ochiuzzo l;g Review; forward to Section Commander 

Lt J Bigelow ~ Review 
□ Fill out Discipline Recommendation area on 

INOI form below investigator's box 
00. If EXON ERA TED have em12lol'.ee sign 

acknowledging and l'.OU will fill out Final 
Resolution area at bottom of form and sign 

N Sign as Section Commander 
W Review Discipline Recommendation and 

Capt C Ochiuzzo Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

DC E Smith 

Internal Affairs 

DC 

Lt. 

11 

DC 

IA#: 
Employee: 
Due In IA: 

Sign as Division Commander on INOI 

~eview Discipline Recommendation 
Attach Dissent Memo, if applicable 

Ol Sign as Bureau Commander on INOI 
I 

D Review and Stamp 

If employee chooses to Appeal: 
Bureau Chief: 
Step 1 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 
Chief: 
Step 2 Grievance Accepted D Rejected D 

D Serve Employee; fill out final resolution at bottom of 
form . 

D If discipline requires suspension, email Fiscal & 
copy IA regarding suspension hours 

D Completed 

16-46 
Sergeant 
JUL26 
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ORLANDO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Investigative Report 

CASE NUMBER: IA 16-46 

Investigator T. Lashon Goins 

July 3, 2019 

Inquiring Party .................................................................................. Dwain Rivers 

Employee(s) ..................................................................... Officer Adam Gruler #12897 
....................................................................... Sergeant ~ 
............................................................................. Lieutenant Scott Smith #5581 
.................................................................... Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow #13080 
.............................................................................. Sergeant -
...................................................................................... Officer Raul Rivas #6715 
............................................................................... Otticer Andrew Bishop #8274 
............................................................................. Officer -
............................................................................ Officer Timothy Stanley #10962 
........................................................................ Officer Michael Napolitano #18825 
............................................................................. Officer Ricardo Duenas #30039 

Incident Location .... , .................................................... 1912 South Orange Avenue 
......................................................................................................... Orlando, Florida 32806 



Principal: 

INQUIRY INVESTIGATION REPORT 
IR# 16-46 

Officer Adam Gruler 
Sergeant 
Lieutenant Scott Smith 
Lieutenan~elow 
Sergeant ..... 
Officer Raul Rivas 
Officer~ 
Officer-
Officer Timothy Stanley 
Officer Michael Napolitano 
Officer Ricardo Duenas 

Employee#: 12897 

1111 
5581 

13080 -6715 
8274 -10962 

18825 
30039 

Alleged Violations: RM 200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written 
directives, RM 800-5, Deadly Force 

Inquiring Party: Dwain Rivers 

Investigator: Employee#: ------------ ---- -T. Lashon Goins 10761 

Report of Investigative Actions 

On June 12, 2016, Officer Adam Gruler was working in an extra-duty capacity at Pulse Nightclub, 1912 South Orange 
Avenue, Orlando. At approximately 0202 hours, Omar Mir Seddique Mateen entered the Pulse nightclub and began 
shooting patrons inside. As Officer Gruler heard the gunshots being fired inside he immediately relayed the information 
on his department issued Orlando Police Department (OPD) radio and requested immediate assistance. Officer Gruler 
engaged Mateen and fired his handgun at Mateen from tw~ns. A team consisting of Orlando Police 
Officers, that included Lieutenant Scott Smith, Sergeant ........ Officer Elio Florin, Officer Ben Chisari, 
Officer Michael Napolitano and Belle Isle Officer Brandon Cornwell formed an entry team and entered the nightclub 
through a broken window on the south side of the building near the front entrance. While inside, these officers moved 
toward the gunshots and took positions near the bathrooms located on the west side of the building. While in this 
position Lieutenant Smith and Sgt. - observed Mateen exit the south restroom and after giving him several 
lawful commands, to which he did not comply, they fired their weapons at him. The Orlando Police Department Special 
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team as well as the Orange County Explosive Ordinance Disposal team (OCSO EOD) 
were both requested to respond to the scene. 

While officers were in position they received information from Mateen, via a telephone call he made to OPD 
Communications, that he placed explosive devices outside the nightclub and on hostages located inside the nightclub 
with him. OPD SWAT team and the OCSO EOD team arrived and began making holes in the west wall of the nightclub. 



Chief Orlando Rolon 
IR16-46 
Page 2of 17 

Subsequently, Mateen appeared in one of the holes and began firing his rifle and handgun simultaneously at the 
officers. OPD Lieutenant Scott Smith, Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow, Sergeant- Officers Timothy Stanley, 

Andrew Bishop, Ricardo Duenas, Michael Napolitano, and Raul Rivas returned fire at Mateen causing 
his death. During the exchange of gunfire, OPD Officer Michael Napolitano was shot and injured by Mateen 
(Attachment 3). 

On June 13, 2016, an Initial Notice of Inquiry (INOI) was generated by Dwain Rivers (7646} to ensure that all Orlando 
Police Officers who discharged their firearm were in compliance with RM 200-8 {A), Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience 
to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, and RM 800-5, Deadly Force. This investigation was limited to 
the actions of the Orlando Police Officers who discharged their firearms during this incident. 

On June 16, 2016, Investigator T. Lashon Goins was assigned this INOI. I obtained and reviewed the following source 
documents related to this case investigation: 

• OPD RM 200-8 (A) Obedience to Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives, 
and RM 800-5, Deadly Force. (Attachment 1) 

• Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Use of Force lnvestigafon - OR-27-0258 (Attachment 3) 
• Clearance Letters from State Attorney Aramis D. Ayala (Attachment 4) 
• Debrief of investigation by Assistant State Attorney Debra Barra (Attachment 22) 
• Interviews conducted by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (Attachments 5-21) 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 0939 hours, Officer Adam Gruler was interviewed by Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer GrulerwasAttorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer Gruler stated the following 
in part during his interview. 

Officer Gruler, was working in an extra duty capacity at Pulse nightclub located at 1912 South Orange 
Avenue, Orlando. Officer Gruler was wearing his white Orlando Police Department Motors Polo shirt with 
black tactical pants, and his department issued gun belt. Officer Grulerwas easily identified as an Orlando 
Police Officer. Officer Gruler was driving his assigned unmarked Dodge Journey and parked it in front of the 
nightclub on the south side near the entrance. 

At approximately 0100 hours, Officer Gruler left the nightclub for approximately 20 minutes to look for an 
underaged juvenile who ran from him earlier during his shift at the nightdub. Officer Gruler never located the 
juvenile. Officer Gruler returned to the nightclub and parked his vehicle in its original location. Officer Gruler 
was standing at the front of his vehicle when he heard what he thought to be gunshots coming from inside 
the club. Officer Gruler took cover behind a vehicle that was parked on the south side of the building 
approximately 1 O to 15 feet from the front door. Officer Gruler stated that there were shots fired over the 
radio and requested additional officers to respond to the scene as he drew his handgun. Officer Gruler initially 
thought that the shots he heard were coming from a handgun but after he heard another series of gunshots 
he determined that the weapon the shooter was using was a long gun due to the number of shots being fired 
consecutively. 

From Officer Gruler's position he could see two males exit the doors on the south side of the nightclub and 
fall to the ground. Officer Gruler than saw Mateen's arm and the barrel of a long gun emerge from those 
same doors and fire rounds at the two males that were on the ground. Officer Gruler fired 6 -10 rounds at 
Mateen that struck the right-side door and caused Mateen to retreat into the nightclub. Officer Gruler 
estimated he was approximately seventy-five feet from Mateen when he fired the rounds at him. Officer 
Gruler then moved to the west and took a position behind a vehicle that was parked near the dumpster 



Chief Orlando Rolon 
IR16-46 
Page 3 of 17 

and VIP parking area. From his position outside, Officer Gruler saw Mateen walking through the west bar 
area and toward the north end of the nightclub. Officer Gruler could see Mateen shooting bodies on the 
ground as he stepped over them. Officer Gruler described the constant volleys of gunshots from Mateen 
as repeated bangs followed by pauses that Officer Gruler felt was when Mateen was reloading. 

Officer Gruler described Mateen as a light-skinned black or Hispanic male and approximately 6'1" in height. 
Officer Gruler changed his position to the east side of the building where, through an open door, he observed 
Mateen walk across the main dance floor and continue to fire rounds into the victims lying on the floor. 
Officer Gruler stood in the middle of the parking lot near the Pulse parking lot sign, looked through the patio 
gate that led into the nightclub and identified Mateen as the only person standing. From this position, Officer 
Gruler fired approximately two rounds at Mateen as he passed his field of view. 

Officer Gruler was informed that Mateen was contained in a bathroom near the west bar. Officer Gruler 
was familiar with the layout of the nightclub so he provided this information to Lieutenant Smith and OPD 
Communications Center. Officer Gruler assisted with securing a portion of the nightclub and extracting 
wounded victims from the nightclub. 

Officer Gruler was later relieved from the scene. Officer Gruler did not witness any other law enforcement 
officers fire their weapons. 

Officer Gruler stated: "That's when I feared that the gunman was going to continue out the door and engage 
me . ... / don't know if I ever took rounds from him or not. ... I feared for the safety and lives of these two 
people that were down that were being shot. ... and the safety and lives of people that I knew were still in the 
club ... (Attachment 5, pg. 9)." 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1054 hours, Lieutenant Scott Smith was interviewed by Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Lieutenant Smith was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Lieutenant Smith stated the 
following in part during his interview (Attachment 6). 

Lieutenant Smith was at his office at 595 North Primrose Avenue when he heard a call for help come over 
the radio about shots fired. Lieutenant Smith responded to the Pulse nightclub and parked near the 
intersection of West Esther Street and South Orange Avenue. Lieutenant Smith exited his unmarked patrol 
vehicle and heard gunshots as he retrieved his rifle. He then moved toward the nightclub on foot. Lieutenant 
Smith heard the shots coming from the main entrance door and the double doors located on the south side 
of the building. Lieutenant Smith then looked through the open double doors to identify Mateen, but he was 
unable to see him. 

Lieutenant Smith requested that someone break the large glass window on the south side. Lieutenant 
Smith then used the muzzle of his rifle to assist in breaking the glass and to rake away the existing glass 
from the window. Lieutenant Smith and several other officers entered the building through this broken 
window, where he observed an empty .223 magazine lying on the floor. The shooting paused, so Lieutenant 
Smith looked into the hallway/main dance floor area and he observed bodies lying everywhere. Lieutenant 
Smith heard shooting again so they moved toward the gunshots and the west bar area. 

While waiting there, Lieutenant Smith observed who he perceived to be Mateen crouched down and peeking 
around the door frame from a bathroom. Lieutenant Smith then yelled verbal commands to identify himself 
and to give this person direction on what he needed to do. Lieutenant Smith remembered yelling "Orlando 
Police! Let me see your hands! Step out!" Lieutenant Smith stated this person who he perceived to be 
Mateen just stared at him and began looking down the hallway to assess who else was with him. This person 



Chief Orlando Rolon 
IR16-46 
Page 4of 17 

refused to comply with any commands and ultimately ducked back into the bathroom, Lieutenant Smtth fired 
three rounds and Sergeant - fired one round at this person. Lieutenant Smith believed Mateen was 
a "barricaded suspect" because no noise was coming from the bathroom. Lieutenant Smith requested a 
SWAT call out via his radio and left the other officers at the bar to assess the rest of the scene. Lieutenant 
Smith told officers to triage the victims and save who they could. 

Lieutenant Smith heard, via his police radio, that victims were calling 911 from inside the bathrooms and 
that Mateen called 911 and pledged his allegiance to ISIS. Mateen also stated that he had explosive vests 
that he was going to use on some of hostages. Lieutenant Smith knew they were dealing with a hostage 
situation at that time. Additional members of the OPD SWAT team responded to the nightclub and 
Lieutenant Smith switched roles. Lieutenant Smith put on his SWAT gear and briefed with the team. The 
officers that were positioned inside the club were switched out with members of the SWAT team. 

The SWAT team set up in the field on the west side of the club. The Orange County Sheriff's Office (OCSO) 
EOD team placed an explosive charge on the west wall to breach the south bathroom wall. The 
breach was unsuccessful, and the SWAT team then used the BearCat to breach the wall with the ram. The 
first hole was in the hallway between two bathrooms. Two additional holes were made south of the initial 
hole in which several victims were removed from the south bathroom through these holes. 

While removing victims, Lieutenant Smith heard approximately three to four gunshots coming from the north 
bathroom. SWAT members inside the BearCat then made holes in the north bathroom wall. Lieutenant 
Smith and Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow each deployed a distraction device into the hallway to suppress 
the active shooting. Wh~e Lieutenant Smith stood on the south of the hallway hole, he observed Mateen exit 
the north bathroom while firing a rifle and a handgun and attempting to exit the hole. Lieutenant Smith 
fired an unknown number of rounds at Mateen. 

Lieutenant Smith was asked why he used deadly force and he replied the following: " .. .I was going to die or 
one of the other you know, 12 to 13 guys that were standing out there with us he was going to kill one of us 
(Attachment 6, pg. 28)." 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1212 hours, Sergeant was interviewed by Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferri~E Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Sergeant~ was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Sergeant
stated the following in part during his interview (Attachment 7). 

Sergeant - responded to the Pulse ni htclub after he heard Detective Adam Gruler call out a 
"Signal 43" [Emergency Assistance]. Ser eant arrived and parked his patrol vehicle at Orange 
Avenue and Kaley Street. Sergeant retrieved his rifle and spare magazines and walked to 
the front of the nightclub. Sergeant continued to hear gunshots and moved to the south side 
of the building near the double doors and a large window. Sergeant - positioned himself 
behind Lieutenant Scott Smith, Officer Michael Napolitano, Officer Elio Florin and Officer Ben Chisari as 
they broke the window and entered the nightclub. 

Once inside, Sergeant - and Officer Napolitano went to the right of the building, while 
Lieutenant Smith, Officer Florin and Officer Chisari went to the left side of the building. As Sergeant 
- walked along the main dance floor, he observed blood on the floor along with injured victims 
and people hiding. Sergeant -then directed additional officers to assist with removing victims from 
the building. 
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Sergeant - joined Lieutenant Smith, Officer Napolitano, Officer Chisari and Officer Florin behind 
the west bar that faced a hallway where the believed Mateen was hiding. There were two restrooms on 
opposite ends of the hallway and Sergeant had last heard gunshots coming from that area. While 
the cover team covered that area, Sergeant noticed that the door to the north restroom was 
closed, while the door to the south side restroom was partially open. Sergeant- covered the 
north restroom while Lieutenant Smith covered the south restroom. 

Sergeant - observed a small portion of a person, who he relieved to be Mateen, look around 
the corner of the south restroom toward the officers. Sergeant - believed that Mateen was the 
suspect because he was the only person standing up while everyone else was on the ground. As 
Lieutenant Smith ordered Mateen to show his hands, Mateen refused to comply and continued to slowly 
come out farther into the hallway as though he was assessing to determine how many officers were present. 
After several commands were not followed, Lieutenant Smtth and Sergeant - fired an 
unknown number of rounds at Mateen as he retreated into the restroom. 

Sergeant - and the contact team changed their positions but continu~d to cover the hallway 
when they received information about possible explosive devices within the building. Ser eant-
was relieved from his position, so he could change into his SWAT gear. Sergeant was then 
positioned on the south side of the building near the BearCat. Sergeant and other SWAT 
members covered the interior hallway of the nightclub from the outside of the building. Sergeant -
held that position until Officer Timothy Stanley needed assistance with identifying the layout of the 
nightclub. 

When the second BearCat arrived on sce~ant- assembled the ram. 1t was then moved to 
the west side of the building. Sergeant .... assembled the gas delivery system on the BearCat. 
The SWAT team received information that Mateen was going to send out four people with suicide vests 
within fifteen minutes. 

After the explosive breach was attempted, the BearCat was used to make additional holes in the 
wall. Sergeant and OPD Officer Jonathan Cute were positioned in the gun port area of the 
BearCat. Sergeant exited the BearCat and assisted in removing victims and hostages from 
the south restroom through the holes in the wall. As Sergeant - stood near the center hole, he 
heard gunshots coming from the north restroom. The SWAT team then deployed two distractionary devices 
into the hole as they prepared to enter. Mateen then appeared at the center hole and started firing 
rounds at the SWAT team. Sergeant - who was positioned at the rear of the stack, moved to 
his left and fired multiple rounds at the area of the muzzle flash until Lieutenant Smith yelled cease fire. 
Once Mateen was on the ground, Sergeant - assisted with removing additional victims from the 
north restroom. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Sergeant - made the following statement "/ feared that was 
the bad guy who was coming out, and he was going to start shooting more people, shooting at us. I was trying 
to defend myself, my teammates and other people that were in ... the building." {Attachment 7, pg. 15) 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1416 hours, Officer Timothy Stanley was inteiviewed by Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer Stanley was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer Stanley stated the 
following during his interview (Attachment 10). 

Officer Stanley responded to the Pulse nightclub as a member of the O~ando Police Department SWAT team. 
Upon arrival he met with Lieutenant Scott Smith near the north side of the building. Officer Stanley entered 
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the nightclub to assess the severity of the scene and to confirm that the SWAT members inside the nightclub 
were all right. Officer Stanley was tasked with checking the exterior of the building for possible entry points 
and to determine if the BearCat could breach the walls. Offteer Stanley also tasked other SWAT members 
to assemble the "Ram" on the BearCat. Officer Stanley, Officer Ricardo Duenas, Officer 
and other SWAT members opened a door on the northwest corner of the building and removed four live 
victims. Officer Stanley and other SWAT members also removed approximately eight more live victims 
from a room on the northwest corner of the building after removing an air conditioning unit from the wall. 

Officer Stanley watched as the OCSO EOD team attempt an explosive breach on the west wall, but the 
breach failed. The OPD BearCat was then used to penetrate the remaining portions of the hole. SWAT 
members then created two additional holes with the BearCat south of the initial hole made with the explosive 
device. These two holes were in the south bathroom and while Officer Stanley was removing live 
victims/hostages from the bathroom, other SWAT members stood in a manner to form a wall. They were 
covering the north bathroom door when Officer Stanley heard approximately three gunshots coming 
from the north bathroom. Officer Stanley yelled for one of his SWAT team members to deploy the distraction 
devices. 

Officer Stanley observed what he described as ''a big shadow emerge." (Attachment 10, pg. 10) Officer 
Stanley saw Mateen walk out the door near him holding a rifle the he subsequently used to shoot at the 
other SWAT team members. Officer Stanley drew his handgun and fired approximately three to four rounds 
at Mateen until he fell. 

Officer Stanley heard Lieutenant Smith yell for all officers to cease firing. Shortly thereafter, Officer Michael 
Napolitano approached Officer Stanley and told him that he thought he had been shot. Officer Stanley 
instructed Officer Napolitano to get checked out. Officer Stanley then heard another gunshot but did not 
see who shot it. Officer Stanley and other SWAT members entered the north bathroom and removed live 
victims from the building. 

Officer Stanley was asked why he used deadly force and he stated: "He was trying to kill myself and 
everybody else (Attachment 10, pg. 12)." 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1341 hours, Officer was interviewed by Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation {FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer - was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer 
stated the following during his interview (Attachment 9). 

Offk:er received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Officer 
arrived and was positioned along the northwest corner of the building with OPD Agent 

Jonathan Cute and additional officers. Officer - provided cover for Agent Cute and OPD Officer 
Tim Stanley while they removed victims/hostages from the interior of the nightclub. 

Shortly thereafter, Officer assisted Officer Stanley with rescuing victims/hostages through a 
window. Officer then positioned himself behind a patrol vehicle while he covered the 
building. Officer received information that Mateen said he had made peace with "Allah" and 
that he was going to place four bomb vests on four hostages and send them out. 

After the explosive charge attempt on the west side of the building, the Beare.at was then used to breach 
the remaining portion of the hole. The first hole was created in the center hallway on the west side of the 
building. The BearCat was used to make additional holes in the wall along the west side of the building. 
The SWAT team was able to remove additional victims from these holes. 
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While positioned behind the BearCat, Officer - hea~ximately five small caliber 
gunshots coming from the area of the north restroom. Officer - believed that Mateen was 
executing victims inside the restroom. The SWAT team then used the BearCat to create a hole in the 
north restroom. Mateen appeared in the center hole and started while shooting an AR-15, at the SWAT 
team. Officer - fired his rifle at Mateen. Officer - was aiming slightly to the left of the 
muzzle flash coming from Mateen's rifle. 

After Mateen went to the ground, Lieutenant Smith yelled for everyone to stop firing their weapons. 
Lieut e nan t Jonathan Bigelow was concerned that Mateen might set off a bomb and suggested that 
a SWAT operator should ensure that Mateen was dead. Lieutenant Smith then approached Mateen 
and fired one additional round into Mateen's head. Officer - assisted with extracting 
additional victims from the restroom prior to turning the scene over the OCSO EOD. 

Officer - stated that he used d~e because he was afraid and scared. When 
asked why he used deadly force, Officer~ stated the following: " ... I was scared ... / was 
afraid for me and I was afraid for my ... for my fellow SWAT ... my fellow SWAT officers. Um, you 
know cause one I didn't know, one I didn't know if the place would blow up." (Attachment 8, pg. 
10) 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1314 hours, Officer Raul Rivas was interviewed by Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer Rivas was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer Raul Rivas stated the 
following during his interview (Attachment 8). 

Officer Rivas responded to the Pulse nightclub and met with other SWAT members. Officer Rivas took a 
position near the BearCat that was parked on the south side of nightclub facing the double doors. Officer 
Rivas was told that Mateen was down a hallway to the left. Officer Rivas left his position and entered the 
nightclub with Officer Andrew Bishop to assess the severity of the incident. Officer Rivas then 
repositioned himself near the BearCat with other SWAT members. 

Officer Rivas heard over the radio about an explosive breach and then heard an explosion. Officer Rivas 
heard that the breach failed and that the SWAT members on the west side of the building requested additional 
SWAT members to assist. When Officer Rivas went to assist, he obseived two holes on the west wall and 
positioned himself south of the large hole. Officer Rivas was able to see inside the large hole and observed 
a closed door to the north. Officer Rivas heard approximately five gunshots coming from the north bathroom. 
As SWAT members deployed two distraction devices, the BearCat was then used to create holes in the 
north bathroom wall. Officer Rivas observed Mateen exit the north bathroom door and observed a 
muzzle flash. Officer Rivas fired approximately seven to ten rounds at the muzzle flash and then inserted a 
new magazine into his weapon. Officer Rivas and Sergeant 11111 approached the hole to check the status 
of Mateen, where they observed a battery pack lying between Maleen's legs. Mateen was lying on his 
back with his head facing north and his feet facing south. 

During the incident, Officer Rivas received information that Mateen called 911 and pledged his allegiance to 
ISIS, and that he was going to arm victims with explosive vests. When asked why he used deadly force, 
Officer Rivas made the following statement: "When he came out he was firing at us, and I thought he was 
going to hit one of us, kill one of us, and I was going to stop him.• (Attachment 8 pg.11) 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1449 hours, Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow was interviewed by Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation ( FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
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Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Lieutenant Bigelow was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Lieutenant Bigelow stated 
the following during his interview (Attachment 11 ). 

Lieutenant Bigelow received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Lieutenant 
Bigelow arrived on scene where he was briefed by Lieutenant Scott Smith and informed that the 
suspected shooter, Mateen, was in a bathroom inside the nightclub. Lieutenant Bigelow then entered 
the building through the receptionist area and assessed the scene. Lieutenant Bigelow observed SWAT 
members and law enforcement officers scattered throughout the building along with dead bodies on the 
floor. Lieutenant Bigelow observed two magazines lying on the floor of the nightclub. 

Lieutenant Bigelow acted as a facilitator and assisted in removing injured victims from the building. 
Lieutenant Bigelow heard the OPD Communications Center advise that Mateen said he was going to 
strap four bomb vests on four people and send them out to four corners al the building. The SWAT team 
then adjusted their position based on Mateen's threat. Shortly thereafter, Lieutenant Bigelow moved to the 
west side of the building, inspected the wall, and determined the location for the explosive breach. After 
the explosive charge partially breached the west side of the wall, the BearCat was then used to create 
additional holes in the wall. 

While Lieutenant Bigelow assisted with removing victims from the south restroom, he heard 
approximately five gunshots coming from the area of the north restroom. As the BearCat was being 
used to breach the north restroom, Lieutenant Bigelow and Lieutenant Smith discharged two distraction 
devices into the building. Lieutenant Bigelow was standing near the west wall when he observed a muzzle 
flash and gunshots followed by additional gunshots. Lieutenant Bigelow felt the concrete from the wall hit 
him when he ducked his head, came back up, and fired four rounds from his rifle at Mateen. Lieutenant 
Bigelow stopped firing and reloaded an additional magazine. Lieutenant Bigelow approached the hole 
when he observed Mateen lying on the ground with a Glock handgun lying on his chest. The Glock handgun 
was locked back and pointing southeast. As the SWAT team removed people from the building, a SWAT 
member observed Mateen moving, and a battery pack or remote near his hand. Lieutenant Bigelow 
was concerned that Mateen might set off a bomb and suggested that a SWAT operator should ensure 
that Mateen was dead. Lieutenant Smith then approached Mateen and fired one additional round to Mateen's 
head. Lieutenant Bigelow assisted with retrieving additional victims from the building before EOD personnel 
cleared the area. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Lieutenant Bigelow made the following statement: " ... the ultimate 
reason I did ... decided to fire my weapon and at that location was ... was I believed that I perceived whatever 
threat that was right there based on all what I knew prior to that and the location and which I selected that 
whoever was standing there, posing harm to my fellow officers, that they were in such grave danger of death 
or great bodily harm that / ... uh, I said without immediate trying to shoot him right now, right here, right now, 
um, somebody else is going to get hurt or die (Attachment 11, pg. 12)." 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1449 hours, Officer Ricardo Duenas was interviewed by Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer Duenas was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer Duenas stated the 
following during his interview (Attachment 12). 

Officer Duenas responded to the Pulse nightclub and took a position of cover on the west side of the 
building with other officers. Officer Duenas left his position and assisted other SWAT members with 
removing live victims from various locations. Officer Duenas then repositioned himself on the west side of 
the building. During the incident, Officer Duenas received information that Mateen had explosives. The 
OCSO EOD team arrived and deployed an explosive breach on the west wall. The breach failed, so 
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SWAT members used the BearCat to breach the remaining portion of the center hole. The BearCat was 
then used to create additional holes south of the center hole to facilitate rescuing several live victims from 
the building. 

Officer Duenas heard approximately three gunshots coming from the interior of the building. Officer 
Duenas stood south of the center hole near Officer Michael Napolitano, he then took cover behind a 
dumpster that was approximately fifteen yards from the wall where he had a clear view of the center hole. 
Officer Duenas heard gunfire and saw muzzle flash coming from the center hole. Officer Duenas stated 
that he saw the muzzle flash getting larger as if coming towards them. He felt that Mateen was gaining 
ground on the SWAT members and he then fired approximately eleven rounds at the muzzle flash. 

Officer Duenas escorted Officer Michael Napolitano to receive medical treatment. Officer Duenas then 
assisted with extracting live victims from the west wall. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Duenas stated that as he watched the muzzle flash coming out 
of the hole that they had punched in the side of the building he feared that he and his fellow SWAT officers 
were in danger. 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1605 hours, Officer Andrew Bishop was interviewed by Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer Bishop was Attorney Jason Bankow1lz. Officer Bishop stated the 
following during his interview (Attachment 13). 

At approximately 0200 hours, Officer Bishop received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the 
Pulse nightclub. Officer Bishop arrived on scene and met with Lieutenant Scott Smith at the front double 
doors of the nightclub. Officer Bishop took a position of cover near the double doors on the south end of 
the building. Officer Bishop observed SWAT members and police officers inside the building and around 
his location. At some point, Officer ~is hop was relieved from his position and was escorted into the nightclub 
by Lieutenant Smith where Officer Bishop observed bodies scattered throughout the dance floor and lobby 
area along with M4 magazines. 

Officer Bishop was informed that Mateen stated that he had a bomb inside his vehicle that was parked 
north of the nightclub. Officer Bishop was also informed that Mateen said he was going to place four bomb 
vests on four individuals and send them out to different sections of the nightclub and detonate them. Officer 
Bishop took a position of cover along the southwest comer of the nightclub near the BearCat. Officer Bishop 
heard the explosion when EOD attempted to breach the west side wall and learned that the hole that was 
made with the device was not big enough. Officer Bishop and other SWAT members manually punched 
holes in the wall to rescue victims inside. 

Shortly after punching the holes in the wall, Officer Bishop heard approximately five gunshots coming 
from the interior of the north restroom. Officer Bishop believed that Mateen was shooting patrons in the 
nightclub. Officer Bishop was approximately twenty to thirty feet from the wall when he observed Mateen's 
muzzle flash coming through the hole that had been created in the side of the nightclub. Officer Bishop then 
fired his rifle in the direction of the muzzle flash until Lieutenant Smith yelled to cease their fire. Officer Bishop 
then reloaded and inserted a new magazine into his rifle. Officer Bishop overheard one of the OCSO EOD 
team say that Mateen had an explosive device near his legs, Officer Bishop observed Officer Stanley 
and Sergeant~ enter the holes in the building and rescue victims. The SWAT team retreated from the 
building after rescuing all live victims. 
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When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Bishop made the following statements: " ... I was in fear tor the 
officers who were standing and still trying to rescue victims were being shot at. Not only that I was in fear that 
he was going shoot more innocent victims and also I was in fear that eventually he was going to shoot me 
um, in an exchange of gunfire (Attachment 13, pg. 13)." 

On June 17, 2016, at approximately 1648 hours, Officer Michael Napolitano was inBrviewed by Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Kevin Ferrington at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Officer Napolitano was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Officer Napolitano stated 
the following during his interview (Attachment 14). 

Officer Napolitano responded to the Pulse nightclub after hearing an officer call out shots fired over the 
radio. Officer Napolitano exited his marked patrol vehicle, retrieved his rifle, and walked toward the nightclub 
on foot. Officer Napolitano heard gunshots as he approached the building. Office~ with 
Lieutenant Scott Smith, Officer Elio "Manny" Florin, Officer Ben Chisari, Sergeant ....... and 
other officers on the south side of the building. Officer Napolitano threw his closed "ASP" baton 
through the window to assist in making entry into the nightclub. 

Officer Napolitano, Lieutenant Smith, Officer Florin, Officer Chisari, Sergeant - and other 
officers entered the club. Officer Napolitano went to the right toward the main dance floor with another 
officer. Officer Napolitano then observed bodies scattered over the floor as he moved toward the area of the 
west bar. Officer Napolitano was near the west bar when he heard Lieutenant Smith yell commands 
and observed him fire rounds at Mateen. Officer ~ took a position of cover behind the bar with 
Lieutenant Smith, Officer Chisari, and Sergeant -- Officer Napolitano did not fire his weapon at 
that time. Officer Napolitano then took a position in the doorway to the north and covered a hallway 
that led to the bathrooms. 

Officer Napolitano switched roles as members of the SWAT team responded to the nightclub. Officer 
Napolitano was relieved by another officer, so he could change into his SWAT gear. Officer Napolitano 
took a position covering the double doors located on the south side of the building when Officer Timothy 
Stanley approached Officer Napo~sted assistance on the west side of the building. Officer 
Napolitano then met with Officer ....... Officer Ricardo Duenas, and Officer Jonathan Cute on 
the west side of the building and waited for the BearCat. During the incident, Officer Napolitano received 
information that Mateen was possibly in possession of explosive devices, and that he was going to strap 
bomb vests to four victims and send them out. 

Orange County Sheriff's Office (OCSO) EOD team also arrived on scene and deployed an explosive 
breach on the west wall. SWAT members used the Bearcat to breach the remaining portions of the wall. 
While removing victims from the building, Officer Napolitano heard approximately three gunshots coming 
from the north bathroom. SWAT members deployed a distraction device, and then used the BearCat to 
create a hole in the north bathroom wall. 

Officer Napolitano observed SWAT members forming a line south of the large hole and joined them. 
Officer Napolitano observed a figure in the north bathroom doorway holding something. Shortly thereafter 
Officer Napolitano felt an impact on his head which made him fall backward. Officer Napolitano knew that 
he had been shot in the head. Officer Napolitano rolled to his right side and fired an unknown 
number of rounds toward the figure in the doorway. Officer Napolitano heard someone yell, cease fire 
and he stood up and found cover and reloaded a new magazine into his weapon. Officer Napolitano told 
Officer Stanley he was shot in the head and was then transported to the hospital. 



Chief O~ando Rol6n 
IR16-46 
Page 11 of 17 

When asked why he used deadly force, Officer Napolitano stated the following: "He was a threat, ... he was going to 
kill more people, kill us, ... I figured the best way to stop him was to kill him (Attachment 14, pg. 18)." 

On June 29, 2016, at approximately 1407 hours, Sergeant- was interviewed by Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Special Agent Alphonso Williams, FDLE Special Agent Craig Beers and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Torrence Slaughter at the FDLE Orlando Regional Operations Center, 500 West 
Robinson Street, Orlando. Present with Sergeant 11111 was Attorney Jason Bankowitz. Sergeant 11111 stated the 
following during his interview (Attachment 15). 

Sergeant 11111 received a SWAT callout regarding an active shooter at the Pulse nightclub. Sergeant 
- arrived on scene and contacted Lieutenant Scott Smith on the south side of the nightclub. 
Lieutenant Smith briefed Sergeant 11111 and informed him that he believed Mateen was inside the 
north bathroom of the nightclub. Lieutenant Smith escorted Sergeant 11111 along with other SWAT 
members into the n~b. Sergeant 11111 and the SWAT members were strategically placed inside the 
nightclub. Sergeant-observed dead bodies scattered on the dance floor. Sergeant 11111 received 
information that Mateen was equipped with explosives on his person and inside his vehicle. 

Sergeant 11111 went from the interior to the exterior of the nightclub checking on SWAT members. As 
the west wall was being breached, Sergeant 11111 assisted with removing victims from the holes in the 
building. 

Shortly thereafter, Sergeant 11111 looked through the breached hole where he observed a "body 
walking" followed by approximately six gunshots. Sergeant 11111 believed that Mateen was shooting 
victims inside the bathroom. As the SWAT team created a hole in the west wall that led into the north 
bathroom, Sergeantlllll observed, "a handgun come out of this [center] hole just pointing straight out." 
Sergeant 11111 "grabbed his rifle and just started shooting back into the umm hole." Once Mateen 
went to the ground, Sergeant 11111 approached Mateen and observed a handgun off to his side and a 
battery pack on his leg. 

As the EOD team instructed everyone to clear the area, the SWAT team created another hole in the wall. 
Sergeantlllll then crawled into the hole and removed several victims from the bathroom. 

When asked why he used deadly force, Sergeant 11111 made the following statements: "I thought for sure 
this guy had explosives, I thought he was intent to blow the rest of these people up, us and anybody else, 
and make a big bang. I thought I was going to die along with a lot of my co-workers. And to protect the people 
that were inside." (Attachment 15, pg. 8) 

On April 22, 2019 at 0934 hours, I interviewed Officer Adam Gruler in the Internal Affairs office located at the Orlando 
Police Department. Prior to Officer Gruler's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file 
and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer Gruler stated the statement he provided to FDLE 
was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio
recorded and transcribed (Attachment 24). 

On April 17, 2019 at 1039 hours, I interviewed Lieutenant Scott Smith in the Internal Affairs office located at the O~ando 
Police Department. Prior to Lieutenant Smith's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file 
and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Lieutenant Smith stated the statement he provided to FDLE 
was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio
recorded and transcribed (Attachment 25). 

On April 24, 2019 at 1037 hours, 1 interviewed ~ in the Internal Affairs office located at the 
Orlando Police Department. Prior to Sergeant ~as provide~rtunity to review the 
investigative file and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Sergeant- stated the statement 
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he provided to FDLE was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional infomiation. The 
interview was audio-recorded and transcribed (Attachment 26). 

On April 25, 2019 at 0736 hours, I interviewed Officer Raul Rivas in the Internal Affairs office located at the Orlando 
Police Department. Prior to Officer Rivas's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file 
and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer Rivas stated the statement he provided to FDLE was 
true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio-recorded 
and transcribed (Attachment 27). 

On April 18, 2019 at 0924 hours, I interviewed Officer in the Internal Affairs office located at the 
Orlando Police Department. Prior to Officer interview he was provi~portunity to review the 
investigative file and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer ... stated the statement he 
provided to FDLE was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview 
was audio-recorded and transcribed (Attachment 28). 

On April 24, 2019 at 0857 hours, I interviewed Officer Stanley in the Internal Affairs office located at the Orlando Police 
Department. Prior to Officer Stanley's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file and his 
statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer Stanley stated the statement he provided to FDLE was true 
and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio-recorded and 
transcribed (Attachment 29). 

On April 17, 2019 at 0937 hours, I interviewed Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow in the Internal Affairs office located at the 
Orlando Police Department Prior to Lieutenant Bigelow's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the 
investigative file and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Lieutenant Bigelow stated the statement 
he provided to FDLE was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The 
interview was audio-recorded and transcribed (Attachment 30). 

On April 23, 2019 at 0935 hours, I interviewed Officer Duenas in the Internal Affairs office located at the Ortando Police 
Department. Prior to Officer Duenas interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file and his 
statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer Duenas stated the statement he provided to FDLE was true 
and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio-recorded and 
transcribed (Attachment 31 ). 

On April 22, 2019 at 0921 hours, I interviewed Officer Andrew Bishop in the Internal Affairs office located at the Orlando 
Police Department. Prior to Officer Bishop's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file 
and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Officer Bishop stated the statement he provided to FDLE 
was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview was audio
recorded and transcribed {Attachment A). 

Officer Napolitano did not participate in an internal affairs interview. His FDLE sworn statement was used to provide 
his account of the incident. 

On Aprll 19, 2019 at 0847 hours, I interviewed ~t - in the Internal Affairs office located at the 
Orlando Police Department. Prior to Sergeant - interview he was provided~portunity to review the 
investigative file and his statement he provided to FDLE on June 17, 2016. Sergeant- stated the statement he 
provided to FDLE was true and correct and that he did not wish to clarify or add any additional information. The interview 
was audio-recorded and transcribed (Attachment C): 

On July 3, 2019 at 0923 hours, I interviewed Officer Adam Gruler in the Internal Affairs office located at the Orlando 
Police Department. Prior to Officer Gruler's interview he was provided an opportunity to review the investigative file. 
The interview was audio-recorded and transcribed (Attachment E). 
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Officer Gruler was brought in to clarify a discrepancy found in the FDLE report as to Officer Gruler's location 
when the gun shots were initially heard. Officer Gruler again stated that he was standing outside his vehicle 
towards the front passenger side when he initially heard the gun shots being fired. 

Conclusion/Findings 

This investigation was initiated to ensure compliance with Orlando Police Department RM 200-8, Obedience to 
Laws, (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and other written directives and RM 800-5 Deadly Force. 

On February 13, 2019, State Attorney Aramis D. Ayala and CASA Deborah Barra of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, Orange 
and Osceola County held a press conference to debrief their findings into the Pulse Night Club deadly force used by 
law enforcement on June 12, 2016. After a complete and thorough review of the FBI and FDLE's investigative report, 
the State Attorney's Office conducted a "shoot review," which is an independent review of facts, evidence and 
circumstances in cases that involve law enforcement officers discharging their firearms. The review determined no 
casualties were the result of friendly fire and all the officers that discharged their firearms were cleared of any 
wrongdoing (Attachment 22). 

On February 13, 2019, State Attorney Aramis D. Ayala sent Orlando Police Chief Orlando Rolon letters regarding the 
Pulse Nightclub shooting as it relates to Officer Adam Gruler, Sergeant Lieutenant Scott Smith, 
Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow, Sergeant - Officer Raul Rivas, Officer Andrew Bishop, Officer -
- Officer Timothy Stanley, Officer Michael Napolitano, and Officer Ricardo Duenas. The letters conveyed the 
following information as it relates to each of the aforementioned officers discharging their firearms (Attachment 4). 

"Officer Adam Gruler fired his agency issued firearm approximately 7 times during two separate engagements. Given 
the totality of the circumstances, it is my opinion that each time Detective Gru/er fired his weapon he was firing in 
response to what he reasonably believed was a deadly threat to himself and others. Therefore, there will be no criminal 
charges brought forward pertaining to the actions of Detective Gruler." 

"Upon seeing the terrorist, Lieutenant Scott Smith fired his agency issued rifle an unknown amount of times at the 
terrorist. Based upon the totality of circumstances, it was reasonable for Lieutenant Smith to believe the terrorist still 
had the ability to harm or kill others, therefore, the actions of Lieutenant Smith were justifiable, and no criminal charges 
will be brought forth regarding his conduct during this encounter." 

"Sergean saw an individual crouching low and peeking out the door to the sough bathroom opened. 
Sergeant and Lieutenant Smith ordered the individual to show him his hands. The individual did not comply. 
Believing this person to be the terrorist, Serg~ fired his rifle one Hme. Based upon the totality of 
circumstances, it was reasonable ~ant~/ieve his life and the life of his fellow officers were in 
danger. The actions of Sergeant - were justifiable, and no criminal charges will be brought forth for this 
encounter." 

"Upon seeing the terrorist, Officer Timothy Stanley, Officer Detective Raul Rivas, Lieutenant 
~low, Officer Ricardo Duenas, Officer Andrew Bishop, Officer Michael Napolitano, and Sergeant 
- fired their agency issued firearms at the terrorist. The terrorist eventually fell backwards and was 
ultimately pronounced dead at the scene. Based upon the totality of the circumstances, it was reasonable for all the 
above members of your agency to believe their lives and the lives of others were in danger. Therefore, eve,y time 
each member of your agency fired their weapon their actions were justifiable.» 

Based on all the physical evidence and sworn testimonies presented d~i~ion, I concluded the actions 
taken b~ruler, Lieutenant Scott Smith, Sergeant---- Officer Timothy Stanley, 
Officer~ Detective Raul Rivas, Lieutenant J~w, Officer Ricardo Duenas, Officer 
Andrew Bishop, Officer Michael Napolitano, and Sergeant~ were in compliance with RM 200-8 
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Obedience to Laws and Department Procedures (B) Obedience to Policies and Procedures and Other Written 
Directives and RM 800-5, Deadly Force. Therefore, it is recommended that all officers are EXONERATED. 
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Principal 

Name: Officer Adam Gruler Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: Cit~ of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: Lieutenant Scott Smith Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: City of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: Ser eant Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: Cit~ of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Ortando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 

Principal 

Name: Officer Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: Cit~ of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 

Principal 

Name; Officer Ricardo Duenas Race: H Sex: M 
Employer: Ci!}: of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Ortando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: Officer Andrew Bishoe Race: B Sex: M 
Employer: City ot Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
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Principal 

Name: Lieutenant Jonathan Bigelow Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: City of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: Officer Michael Na~litano Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: at~ of Orlando -Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: SQecial Agent Timothy Stan!~ Race: w Sex: M 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 
Principal 

Name: Officer Raul Rivas Race: H Sex: M 
Employer: City of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 

Principal 

Name: Sergeant- Race: w Sex: M 
Employer: City of Orlando - Police 
Address: 1250 West South Street 
City: Orlando State: FL Zip: 32805 
Work Phone: 407-246-2470 

Provided sworn audio-recorded interview 



Chief Orlando Rolon 
IR16-46 
Page 17 of 17 

Pursuant to Florida Statute 92.525, under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing document that the 
facts stated in it are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of 
perjury, that, to the best of my personal knowledge, information, and belief, I have not knowingly or willfully deprived, or 
allowed another to deprive, the subject of the investigation of any of the rights contained in ss. 112.532 and 112.533, 
Florida Statutes. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 

d day of-<...,r->o) l...,,._l_._\~,___ ___ _ _ , 2019 

mt ~C= ill 
Notary Public, State of Florida 

My commission expires: \ \ • \0 · 2 \ 

Manager Dwain Rivers 
Internal Affairs Section 

Captain Doug Goerke 
Professional Standards Division 

(Notarilseal) 

Date 
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